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The high temperature last 
week was 42 degrees recorded 
on January 20 and 21. The low 
was nine degrees on January 
12. Altogether, 0.68 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. Following are the 
high and low temperatures, 
and precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
January 16 34 30  
January 17 33 18  
January 18 23 19  0.68
January 19 28 10  
January 20 42 27    
January 21 42 27   
January 22 26 09   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.68
Total for January........... .. 1.61
Total for 2023 ..................... 1.61

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Notice of  Meetings — 

Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice of  Organization — 
Quad K LLC

Semi-Annual Report — 
Antelope County Treasurer

Notice to Liquor License 
Renewals (4) — Antelope 
County

Notice of  Organization — 
Al Warner Trucking, LLC

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

ECC Pancake
fundraiser to be
February 12 

The Elgin Community 
Club/Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a pancake feed on 
February 12 at the KC Hall. 

Pancakes, French toast, 
sausage links, orange drink 
and coffee will be served 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

Pancake
Feed

Feb. 12
to benefit 2023 

Vetch Days

An estimated gathering of 120 students danced the night away Saturday at the Pope John Winter 
Formal held at the Elgin KC Hall. Students from Pope John, Elgin Public and their dates enjoyed the 
evening. E-R photo/LMorgan

Dancin’ the night away

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

On Sunday, January 29, the Knights 
of Columbus Hall will once again be the 
host site for the annual Evening with 
Friends Gala. This is the 23rd year of 
the special event created to help raise 
funds in support of the continuation of 
the Catholic education provided by Pope 
John.

Pope John Advancement Director and 
Evening with Friends Chairperson (one 
of several), Julie Schiltmeyer took time 
away from her busy schedule to share 
details about the upcoming event. She 
began, “This year’s theme is Fiesta. 

Guests are invited to show off their 
flamenco dresses and sombreros and 
will have the opportunity to partake in 
margaritas from the Imperial ll.” At-
tendees can begin to indulge in these 
chilled drinks as well as enjoy some 
tasty appetizers during the social hour 
that begins at 5 p.m. A delicious dinner 
prepared by Jo’s Classic Catering will 
begin at 6 p.m. The meal includes a 
choice of prime rib or salsa smothered 
chicken, a baked potato, mushroom 
green beans, taco salad, dinner buns, 
and fiesta toasted ice cream.

Following the meal, guests may 
participate in a live auction offering 

a variety of amazing prizes. It is also 
at that time that winners of the ongo-
ing silent auction items will be an-
nounced.

Also included in the schedule are 
many games designed to compliment 
the evening’s Fiesta theme such as a 
game called Cactus Pop, or Rocks or 
Blended, and Sombrero Pong to name 
a few. Each game offers participants 
the chance to win big prizes including 
1/4 of beef, jewelry, and even cash.

Besides the opportunity to enjoy a 
night of great food, fun, and friends, 
Julie offered a few additional reasons 
to consider purchasing a ticket. “Tick-
ets are still on sale for the cost of $100 
each. Ticket sales will end Thursday. I 
feel this year will be exciting because 
just like every year, we have amazing 
donors and supporters who go above 
and beyond to support our mission 
of providing a fantastic education to 
all our students. Without their sup-
port, we wouldn’t be able to raise the 
funds needed for the operating budget 

EWF fundraiser to be Sunday night

Eyes on the prize
Wolfpack wrestler Carter Beckman’s eyes were focused on one thing, defeating Summerland’s Alex Thiele during quar-
terfinal round action Saturday at the Neligh-Oakdale Invitational Wrestling Tournament. Beckman won the match and went 
on to finish second in his weight class, boosting his record to 25-3. For more on the tournament, go to Page Six. E-R photo/
DMorgan. 

A Clearwater man has 
been charged with sexual 
assault of a female juvenile 
shortly after midnight on 
Christmas. Michael J. Muel-
ler, 26, of Clearwater faced 
the Honorable Donna Tay-
lor in the Antelope County 
courtroom in Neligh on Jan. 
18, for arraignment on first-
degree sexual assault.

Mueller, who is represent-
ed by Martin Klein of Neligh, 
requested a preliminary 
hearing on the Class 2 felony 
charge. Taylor set the hear-
ing Feb. 1. Bond posted Jan. 
4, in the amount of $250,000, 
10% cash, is continued. 
Bond includes a condition 
for no contact, directly nor 
indirectly, with any person 
under 18 years of age.

According to a probable-
cause affidavit filed by an 
Antelope County deputy, 
Mueller was arrested Dec. 
29 after an investigation 
was conducted by the deputy 
and a Nebraska State Patrol 
investigator into allegations 
made to the deputy Dec. 27, 
2022, at the sheriff’s office, 
by a 14-year-old female. The 
juvenile reported the al-
leged assault took place after 
Mueller had allegedly picked 
her up near her residence 
“to drive around and drink 
alcohol” Christmas night.

Clearwater man
charged with
sexual assault 

The biggest snowfall of the season hap-
pened last week as eight inches of snow 
fell Wednesday and Thursday, January 18-
19. Schools were closed both days. When 
the storm had passed, Maisy Beckman (r), 
with her brother Connor, could be found 
playing in the fluffy stuff. They are the chil-
dren of Megan and Chris Beckman of El-
gin. Photo submitted

Time for play in a
winter wonderland

Joseph
Abler

Commissioners to pick
new county attorney

Funeral services were held in Norfolk 
Monday morning for Antelope County 
Attorney Joseph Abler who passed 
away on January 16. Abler was first 
elected county attorney in 2010 and 
won re-election three times, the most 
recently in 2022

According to County 
Clerk Lisa Payne, the 
task to replace Abler 
will fall upon the 
Antelope County Board 
of Commissioners. She 
said, according to state 
statute, the county 
has 45 days to find and 
appoint a successor to 
fill out Abler’s term. 

In the meantime, 
Madison County 
Attorney Joe Smith will continue to 
serve as interim county attorney. The 
task may prove more difficult than 
imagined as no one has, in recent 
elections, shown enough interest in the 
position to run against Abler. 

Abler’s obituary can be found in this 
week’s issue of The Elgin Review.

Pope John Central Catholic High 
School is looking for a grade 7/12 math 
teacher to fill out the remainder of 
the 2022-23 school year and have the 
opportunity of continuing into the 2023-
24 year. 

Candidates must hold a Nebraska 
teaching certificate or provisional 
certificate. Additional coaching and 

sponsor duties are available but 
not required. Interested persons 
should send a cover letter, resume 
and credentials to Principal Lisa 
Schumacher. The person to be hired 
will fill the position previously held by 
Bill Heelan who was hired last June to 
fill the position held for many years by 
Sister Patricia Hoffman.

PJCC begins search for new math teacher

See EWF, Page 10
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It Pays to Advertise!
More Front Page NewsMore Front Page News

The Nebraska Nurses Foundation has awarded the 2022 NNF 
Project Grant to Savannah Henn, BSN, RN of Antelope Memo-
rial Hospital (AMH). 

It will be used for the rejuvenation of the nurses’ breakroom in 
promoting nurse wellness and resiliency at AMH. 

“Over the last two and half years, COVID-19 and other day-to-
day tasks for nurses have created burnout and stress and I saw 
this as an opportunity to give back to the staff nurses at AMH,” 
Henn said. 

The hospital is currently remodeling the inpatient floor and 
in the final phase of construction which includes the nurses’ 
breakroom. The grant will be used to purchase a coffee pot, 
microwave and office chairs for the breakroom. 

“I hope our staff enjoys their rejuvenated area and are able 
to have a place to step away from the hustle and bustle of their 
work,” Henn said.

NNF grant to help rejuvenate 
nurses’ breakroom at AMH

By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club 

enjoyed a late Christmas 
party at 6 p.m. on Janu-
ary 12 at the Bartlett old 
fire hall. Twenty members 
were present. The evening 
began with a brief monthly 
meeting discussing the 
upcoming Ground Hog 
supper. 

A meal followed consist-
ing of smoked pork and 
baked potatoes, prepared 
by Delan Reed and Dave 
Collins, and salads and 
desserts provided by at-
tending members. A gift 
exchange followed the deli-
cious meal. The next meet-
ing will be held February 9 
at 7 p.m. at the old fire hall 
in Bartlett.  

We are very saddened 
of hearing of the death of 
Barb Anderson of Ericson.  
Barb died Monday, Janu-
ary 16 at the age of 63 after 
a long battle with cancer.  

Many “Good Samari-
tans,” were out and about 
cleaning up Bartlett after 
the last snowstorm with 
“Bobcats,” large tractors 
and various types of plows.  
Ben and I are very grateful 
for the help we were given 
and I know many others 
were as well.  We are very 
thankful for the moisture 
in a year plagued with 
drought.

Bartlett NewsBartlett News

Savannah Henn
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A new career
path beckons

Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
January 24, 1963

The Northeast Nebraska 
Hereford Association’s annual 
show and sale was held at 
the Norfolk Live Stock Sales 
Company. Sandy Hill Farm, 
operated by Phillip Stoltz the 
reserve champion heifer and 
the pair of calves. This was 
the third year this farm won 
first place and now becomes 
the permanent owner of 
the trophy warded by the 
Northeast Nebraska Hereford 
Association. 

Local residents who rated 
highest in the 1962 rural mail 
carrier examination were so 
notified by the Civil Service 
Commission the past week. 
The top three grades were 
received in this order: Ray 
Stradcutter, Leland Pierce 
and Melvin Selting.  Twenty-
three persons, Democrats 
and Republicans took this 
examination early last year. 
Ray Gregor has served as 
substitute carrier since the 
death of Bob Scannell in 1962.   
Fifty Years Ago
January 25, 1973 

Navy Seaman Apprentice 
Keith Welding, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilbert Welding, and 
Navy Fireman Gary Clark, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Merland 
Clark, are in the Western 
Pacific aboard the nuclear-
powered aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise. As part of 
their travels they recently 

made their first visit in Hong 
Kong, where the crew spent 
days relaxing, shopping and 
enjoying the many exotic sales 
of the Crown Colony. 

Richard Kinney, son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland Kinney, was 
the recipient of a scholarship 
sponsored by the Doane 
College Church Council 
and Park Congregational 
Church. During his January 
Interterm, he was enrolled 
in “Human Aggression, War 
and Soldier,” a study which , 
through readings, discussions 
and reports, is intended to 
stimulate thought provoking 
questioning with regard to 
the level and type of human 
aggression we call war. Kinney 
was a sophomore. 

Greg McLain, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Don McLain, has been 
recognized scholastically by 
having been placed on the 
Dean’s Honor List with a grade 
of 3.32. He is attending South-
ern College of Optometry at 
Memphis, Tenn. and is a fresh-
man.  

With gratitude, I would like 
to thank The Elgin Review for 
allowing me to share my love 
of nutrition and health over 
the last four and a half years. 
I dreamt up the idea of writ-
ing in a newspaper while on a 
nutrition conference back in 
May 2018 and have been writ-
ing ever since! 

However, since that time, 
my life has changed dramati-
cally, and I would like to share 
those changes with you today 
in my last article for The Elgin 
Review.

In the summer of 2020, I felt 
called to return to school to 
take my pre-requisite classes 
for PA School (Physician As-
sistant). I was feeling burnt 
out in my current role as a 
personal trainer and Nutri-
tional Therapy Practitioner 
because I was so limited in 
how I could truly enact change 
in my clients. 

Without a medical degree 
and the advanced knowledge 
with it, my ability to truly help 
those struggling with severe 
health concerns, such as gut 
issues or hormone imbalances, 
was impaired.

Thus, I headed back to UNL 
in January 2021, five years 

after 
gradu-
ating 
with my 
bachelors 
degree. I 
jumped 
back into 
classes, 
starting 
with the 
required 
fresh-
man level 
classes 
before 
working 
my way 
up. As 
of this 
writing, 
I have 13 

credit hours left to complete 
before beginning PA school in 
June.

I applied to several differ-
ent PA schools, but ultimately 
chose Des Moines University 
(DMU), a medical university 
in Des Moines, IA, that accepts 
only graduate and doctorate 
level students. Orientation is 
June 2, and I begin classes on 
Monday, June 5. 

DMU is currently building 
a new campus in West Des 
Moines, so I will be the first 
class of students on campus in 
June! I’m excited for this new 
opportunity to learn and grow 
as an individual and provider 
for my future patients. My 
husband Jimmy and I will be 
taking on the (lovely) task of 
moving in May after I finish 
up my last semester of classes 
at UNL.

If you would like to share 
how my articles have impacted 
your health or given you new 
ideas or perspectives, I would 
love to hear from you! I can be 
reached at:

Olivia McEwen
5450 Shady Creek Ct Apt 5
Lincoln, NE 68516
Again, I want to thank all 

of my readers for all your 
support and encouragement 
throughout these past several 
years. 

Every time I came back to 
Elgin for a visit, I was always 
grateful for all the positive 
praise. Please pray for me as I 
begin this new, exciting, and 
challenging journey!

Thirty Years Ago
January 27, 1993

Mildred Ethel Short, 
daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. John 
Short of rural Elgin, was the 
New Year’s Baby at Antelope 
Memorial Hospital in Neligh. 
She was born at 12:22 a.m. 
on Thursday, January 14, 
weighing in at seven pounds, 
three ounces.  She received a 
gift certificate from the Neligh 
Chamber of Commerce, as 
well as an infants’s car safety 
seat from Antelope Memorial 
Hospital. 

Elgin Junior High Boys bas-
ketball team lost a close game 
to Page and soundly defeated 
Inman to place third in the 
Chambers Tournament.

The Pope John High School 
speech team had a bright start 
to their season at the Summer-
land invite Saturday. Coach 
Amy Klein said the team 
placed third. Medalists were:
Novice Division

Aiden Klein — 1st - enter-
tainment; 2nd - extemp

Tessa Barlow and Jovie 
Vaisvilas — 1st - duet 

Camry Kittelson — 4th - hu-
morous prose

Tessa Barlow — 2nd - poetry
Jovie Vaisvilas — 4th - po-

etry
Stephanie Gutierrez — 6th - 

serious
Reese Stuhr — 4th - serious

Varsity Division
Linus Borer —  2nd - extemp; 

1st - informative

Kaitey Schumacher, Emma 
Lea Ruterbories, Skyler Meis, 
Ashlynne Charf & Brooklyn 
Meis — 2nd - OID

Jack Barlow — 6th - humor-
ous prose

Eliza Borer — 1st - persua-
sive

“The entire team did a fan-
tastic job,” Coach Klein said.

PJCC speech team excels at Summerland

PJCC speech team members are (front row, l-r): Harlie Tyler, Kaitey Schumacher, Jazmine McNally, 
Reese Stuhr and Stephanie Gutierrez. Standing are: Ashlynne Charf, Eliza Borer, Brooklyn Meis, Juliana 
McNally, Skyler Meis, Olivia Klein, Jack Barlow, Aiden Klein, Matthew Dilly, Tessa Barlow, Camry Kittelson 
and Josie Vaisvilas. Not pictured: Cale Kinney, Linus Borer and Emma Lea Ruterbories. Photo submitted

Death NoticeDeath Notice
Donna M. Ketteler, 89, of 

Petersburg, NE, passed away 
on Tuesday, January 24, 2023, 
at Good Samaritan Society in 
Albion, NE.

Services are pending with 
Levander Funeral Home in 
Albion, NE.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Every session of the Nebraska Legislature fea-
tures what promises to be a real clunker of a bill. 
This year’s prizewinner – so far – is a proposal to 
change from a unicameral to a two-house Legisla-
ture.

Even the sponsor of the measure (LR2CA) 
admits that the proposed Constitutional Amend-
ment probably won’t get out of committee. Senator 
Steve Erdman of Bayard says it will be because 
of those “people living in the east.” The Nebraska 
Republican Party included in its platform a plank 
calling for a “return to a bicameral legislature 

whereby the upper house 
has fewer members but 
larger territorial areas to 
include a more diverse set 
of interests in the legisla-
tive process.”

Not only is such appor-
tionment constitutionally 
suspect, but the measure 
is also a bad idea, party 
support or not. Let’s take 
a legislative body that has 
worked well since 1937 and 
make it more like Con-
gress, because we know 
how well that’s working 
out.

I guess we should be 
happy that the measure 
isn’t supporting a theoc-
racy, although I wouldn’t 
put it past some to propose. 
In case you’re scrambling 

to look it up, that’s “government by divine guid-
ance or by officials who are regarded as divinely 
guided.” Yes, they’re out there. 

Erdman says a bicameral legislature would bet-
ter represent the interest of Nebraskans, particu-
larly those from areas west of Lincoln. It would 
result in better representation for rural parts of 
the state.

Those areas have lost political power as half of 
Nebraska’s population has concentrated in Lin-
coln, Omaha and the surrounding areas, a trend 
expected to continue in the future.

If passed by the Legislature, placed on the ballot 
and approved by voters, the proposal would add 
a second house to the Legislature with 31 mem-
bers who represent three counties each, along 
with a lower house with 62 members representing 
districts apportioned by population. Excuse me, 
there’s that constitutional problem again.

Two houses would function as a better check on 
one another than the current system, where the 
people of Nebraska are referred to as “the second 
house,” Erdman says, claiming that people rarely 

Should we even consider a two-house legislature?

have an opportunity to vote on petitions or refer-
endums, and aren’t likely to make a dent in law-
makers’ thinking by testifying during committee 
hearings.

Never mind that the outspoken senator from the 
Panhandle has spent his legislative career arguing 
in the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber, he 
says he wants people to know not all Nebraskans 
think highly of Norris, who is said to have worn 
out two sets of tires driving across the state to ad-
vocate for the unicameral legislature.

Norris, who was first elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1902, later served five terms in 
the U.S. Senate, changing his party from Republi-
can to independent in 1936. 

“Everybody worships George Norris like he 
was something special — he wasn’t,” Erdman told 
members of the press. “He was very liberal, the 

most liberal senator in the U.S. Senate. His mission 
wasn’t honorable.”

Why Republican farmer Erdman decided to trash 
Senator Norris remains a mystery. But it does 
prove that he needs a history reminder. 

Norris is credited with planning the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA), which provided flood con-
trol and created electricity in the region drained 
by the Tennessee River. More importantly, the 
TVA was a forerunner of the Rural Electrification 
Act (REA), which eventually brought electricity to 
farms and ranches across the nation.

Think about that when you go back to the farm 
senator and turn on the lights.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Nebraska’s
young leaders

Nebraska has a rich heritage of 
military service. Over the years, 
thousands of Nebraskans have 
answered the call and served our 
country heroically.

I am proud that many young 
Nebraskans want to continue this 
important tradition of service to our 
country. 

Each year, my staff and I review 
applications from high school stu-
dents across Nebraska who are 
interested in attending one or more 
of the country’s five distinguished 
military academies. The five acad-
emies are the U.S. Military Academy 
(West Point, New York), the U.S. 
Naval Academy (Annapolis, Mary-
land), the U.S. Air Force Academy 
(Colorado Springs, Colorado), the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy (New London, 
Connecticut), and the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy (Kings Point, New 
York). 

All of the 
military acad-
emies, except 
the Coast Guard 
Academy, re-
quire a nomina-
tion from a U.S. 
Senator or a 
member of the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives 
to accept a stu-
dent’s applica-
tion.

This year, I 
am honored to 
nominate 18 
young men and 
women to one or 
more of the ser-
vice academies 
for the Class 
of 2027. Each 
of these students has an excellent 
academic record, proven leadership 
skills, and a desire to serve our coun-
try. I am confident that they would 
be exemplary officers in the United 
States military.

As Nebraska’s senior senator, I 
have nominated hundreds of men and 
women to the service academies since 
2013, many of whom were accepted 
and serve our country in incredible 
ways. 

My nomination is only the begin-
ning of the journey for these out-
standing candidates. Students also 
submit applications to the academies 
themselves, which will conduct a rig-
orous review of their credentials. The 
academies have high standards for 
acceptance to ensure they continue 
to produce quality military officers. 
It is my hope that the highly selec-
tive admissions staff at these schools 
recognize our young Nebraskans as 
some of the best and brightest in our 
country.

Students at the academies receive 
an education equal to our country’s 
most respected universities, coupled 
with training that molds America’s 
young people into tomorrow’s lead-
ers. Eager men and women are 
transformed into informed, coura-
geous officers, ready and able to 
serve. Academy graduates serve for 
a minimum of five years, after which 
some remain in military service and 
some move on to civilian leadership 
positions. 

The military training and class-
room instruction provided to acad-
emy cadets and midshipmen shape 
their characters as officers and as 
civilians.

Reading the applications of our 
young leaders fills me with optimism 
for our state and our country at large. 
We are headed toward a bright future 
forged by these Nebraskans. It is my 
pleasure and privilege to nominate 18 
exceptional young men and women to 
the five military academies this year. 
I know these students will represent 
both the United States and Nebraska 
with dignity during their service.

I hope to hear from more future 
leaders during the nomination 
process for next year. To learn more 
about the academies, visit their web-
sites:

https://www.westpoint.edu/
https://www.usna.edu/
https://www.usafa.edu/
https://www.usmma.edu/
https://uscga.edu/
To apply for a nomination, please 

contact my Omaha office at (402) 391-
3411 or email AcademyNom_Fisch-
er@fischer.senate.gov.

Just two weeks from the start of tax 
filing season, an efficient and func-
tioning Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) has never been more impor-
tant. The overwhelming majority of 
Americans pay their taxes; however, 
90 percent of the $80 billion in new 
IRS funding in the Inflation Act 
would pave the way for more audits 
on working class families.

Instead of addressing problems 
like the IRS’s massive return pro-
cessing backlog, customer service 

Protecting families and small businesses
failures, and alarming leaks of 
private taxpayer data, Democrats 
in Congress last year directed $80 
billion to IRS, with 90% of that fund-
ing focused on vastly expanding the 
IRS’ audit capacity, and not just for 
the wealthy. The Biden administra-
tion’s own documents say they are 
increasing the IRS employee head-
count by 87,000 over the next decade 
with these funds. Furthermore, 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen’s 
instructions to the IRS stated fami-

lies and small businesses earning 
less than $400,000 should continue 
to be audited at historically similar 
rates. Under those instructions, 9 
out of every 10 new audits can target 
families and small businesses earn-
ing less than $400,000. In fact, during 
debate on the Inflation Act House 
Republicans attempted to pass an 
amendment to ensure no new audits 
would be conducted on families or 
small businesses earning less than 
$400,000, but House Democrats would 
not even allow a vote on the amend-
ment on the House floor.

Hiring more than 80,000 new 
IRS employees tasked with raising 
enough revenue through audits so 
Democrats can hand billions of dol-
lars out to profitable businesses to 
buy electric trucks for their fleets, 
fuel for their airplanes, and install 
large scale wind and solar across 
America’s landscapes is unaccept-
able. Americans want an IRS that 
works for them, not against them. 
For this reason, Congresswoman Mi-
chelle Steel of California and I intro-
duced a bill to rescind any IRS fund-
ing in the Inflation Act that could go 
toward enforcement. Our bill – H.R. 
23, the Family and Small Business 
Taxpayer Protection Act – leaves in 
place funding for customer service 
and IT improvements because IRS 
is in desperate need of reform, but it 
protects middle-class families from 
audits they cannot afford.

I’m proud H.R. 23 was the first bill 
considered and passed in the House 
of Representatives in the 118th Con-
gress. This commonsense bill would 
simply prevent the IRS from using its 
massive infusion of taxpayer dollars 
to harass and squeeze more revenue 
out of American families.

American taxpayers continue 
to suffer as December was the 21st 
straight month U.S. wage growth 
failed to keep pace with historic 
inflation and remained negative. The 
last thing the American people need 
right now are more audits from an 
out-of-control, bloated IRS. Through 

our Commitment to America, House 
Republicans will fight to deliver a 
government that’s accountable, both 
through oversight and through this 
process which we will consider bills 
like mine under our Republican 
majority.

Under the new House rules, which 
I strongly supported, members must 
be given at least 72 hours’ notice pri-
or to consideration of a bill. Further, 
bills must only cover one topic – we 
will no longer allow special inter-
est provisions 
to be hidden in 
kitchen sink 
bills. This is in 
stark contrast 
with the broken 
practice of rush-
ing legislation to 
the House floor 
before members 
even have time 
to read what 
they are voting 
on. H.R. 23 was 
considered under 
these new rules. 
Further, 72 hours 
was more than 
enough time for 
members to re-
view this bill. It 
is two pages long 
and covers only 
one topic. This is just one of many 
ways House Republicans will deliver 
on our Commitment to America.

There are numerous reasons to 
support The Family and Small Busi-
ness Taxpayer Protection Act. It pro-
tects families and small businesses, 
leaving in place resources needed for 
IRS to address its customer service 
and return processing problems.

Most importantly, it stops autopilot 
funding for an out-of-control govern-
ment agency that is perhaps most in 
need of reform. 

I was honored to sponsor this bill 
as it passed in the House, and I am 
grateful to Rep. Steel for her collabo-
ration on this effort.See DeKAY, Page 12

Late last week I learned of my appointment to three special committees: 
Justice Reinvestment Oversight, State-Tribal Relations, and Statewide Tour-
ism and Recreation Water Access and Resource Sustainability (STAR WARS). 
I am pleased to both be the Vice-Chair of State-Tribal Relations and be able to 
provide the 40th District with continued representation on the STAR WARS 
Committee. As a member, I hope to bring the proposed event center and lodge 

at Niobrara State Park, boat launch near the Village of 
Niobrara, and expansion of the Weigand Marina at the 
Lewis and Clark State Recreational Area from the draw-
ing board to reality. 

This week saw the Legislature conclude bill introduc-
tion for the year. Senators introduced 812 legislative 
bills that will each receive a public hearing this session. 
I introduced six bills and I would like to discuss three of 
them. 

LB 484 would finish the expansion of U.S. 81 to a 4-lane 
highway by requiring the Department of Transportation 
to finish construction between York and Columbus and 
Norfolk to the South Dakota line. I believe this project is 
long overdue in terms of safety, convenience, and grow-
ing northeast Nebraska.

LB 767 would increase the indigent defense filing fee 
from three dollars to eight dollars so as to provide stable 
funding for the Nebraska Commission on Public Advo-
cacy. The Commission was created in 1995 to provide 
property tax relief to counties that are required to pro-
vide legal representation to indigent defendants charged 
with first-degree murder and serious violent or drug 

related felonies. Before the creation of the Commission, smaller counties faced 
the prospect of raising property taxes or declaring bankruptcy if a person or 
group charged with a heinous crime was unable to pay for their legal defense. 

LB 768 would transfer 30 million from the Cash Reserve Fund to support the 
development of the Cedar Knox Rural Water Project (CKRWP) being overseen 
by the Lewis and Clark NRD. This system serves 900 rural service connec-
tions, two SIDs, three housing developments, five campgrounds, and four com-
munities: Crofton, Fordyce, Obert, and St. Helena. However, the intake struc-

Committee appointments announced
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Janice J. Dozler, 82, formerly 
of Elgin, NE, passed away on 
Saturday, January 14, 2023, at 

her home in 
Lincoln, NE.

A Mass of 
Christian 
Burial was 
held at 10:30 
a.m. Satur-
day, January 
21, 2023, at 
St. Boniface 
Catholic 
Church in 

Elgin. Inurnment followed in 
the parish cemetery. A memo-
rial visitation was held Friday 
from 5 – 7 p.m. at the church, 
with a 7 p.m. wake service. 
Memorials received by the 
family will be directed to the 
De La Salle Blackfeet School in 
Browning, Montana.

Levander Funeral Home of 
Elgin is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Condolences may be sent to 

the family at www.levanderfu-
neralhome.com.

*****
Janice Jean Dozler, daugh-

ter of Joseph H. and Mabel 
(Mooney) Friedell was born on 
April 10, 1940, at Oakdale, NE.  
She was baptized and con-
firmed at St. Boniface Church 
in Elgin.  Janice attended 
St. Boniface Catholic School 
through grade 12, graduating 
in 1958. 

She graduated from the 
Sacred Heart Hospital School 
of Radiologic Technology in 
1961.  Following graduation 
she worked at St. Catherine’s 
hospital in Omaha, NE.

On June 18, 1962, Janice 
was united in marriage to her 
high school sweetheart, Allen 
Dozler, at St. Boniface Church 
in Elgin. The two made their 
home on a farm by Elgin. Jan-
ice worked in the radiology 
department at Antelope Memo-
rial Hospital in Neligh, from 

1962 until her retirement in 
2006. In September 2011 they 
moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, 
to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren.

Janice was a member of the 
ASRT (American Society of 
Radiology Technologists), the 
ARRT (American Registry of 
Radiology Technologists) and 
the NSRT (Nebraska Society of 
Radiology Technologists). 

She belonged to St. Boniface 
Church until 2011. During her 
time in Elgin, she was a part 
of the St. Boniface Altar Soci-
ety and was a past member of 
the St. Boniface School Board 
and the St. Boniface Parish 
Council. 

She also served as a circle 
leader for the St. Boniface Al-
tar Society. Jan was a current 
member of St. Michael Catho-
lic Church in Lincoln at the 
time of her passing.

Janice enjoyed camping, 
traveling, sewing, flower gar-

dening and reading. Her pas-
sions were spending time with 
family, going to grandchil-
dren’s activities, and spending 
time each winter in Texas.

Janice is survived by her 
husband: Allen Dozler of Lin-
coln; daughters: Lori (Brent) 
Anderjaska of Omaha; Marci 
(Jeff) Sturek of Lincoln; Nicole 
Adams of Pearland, TX; grand-
sons: Zach Seier of Lincoln; 
Logan and Joel Anderjaska of 
Omaha; granddaughters: Cam-
rie (Seier) Werning of Lincoln; 
Lily Sturek of Lincoln; Piper 
Adams of Pearland, TX; sister: 
Kathy (Steve) Farnham of 
Memphis, TN; as well as many 
other relatives and friends. 

She is preceded in death by 
her parents; her sister Rose 
Ann Sheets, her daughter 
Cheri Lynn Seier; her infant 
son David Allen Dozler; nieces: 
Beverly Funk, Beverly Dozler 
and Kristina Luettel; and a 
nephew James Dozler.   

Janice Dozler, 82
She worked in the radiology department at Antelope Memorial Hospital for over 40 years.

ObituaryObituary

Mass of Christian Burial for 
Joseph Abler, age 48, of Nor-
folk, Nebraska was held Mon-

day, January 
23, 2023, at St. 
Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in 
Norfolk. Rev-
erend Brett 
Jamrog was 
the celebrant.

Brockhaus-
Howser-
Fillmer 
Funeral 

Home in Norfolk is in charge 
of arrangements.

Joseph died Monday, Janu-
ary 16, 2023, at his residence.

*****
Joseph E.W. Abler, the 

youngest child of 11 born to 
Paul and LaNeta Abler, was 
born July 27, 1974, at Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital in Norfolk, 
Nebraska. He was baptized 
and confirmed at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Norfolk 
where he remained a member 
throughout his lifetime. Joe at-
tended Norfolk Catholic High 
School graduating in 1992. Af-

ter his high school graduation, 
Joe graduated from Wayne 
State College in 1996, majoring 
in Criminal Justice.

Joe was united in marriage 
to Tina Sanders on June 8, 
1996, at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Norfolk. They were 
blessed with three children, 
Colby M.P. on June 25, 1998, 
Chase Philip on March 10, 
2001, and Maddie Jo on May 1, 
2007.

Joe worked at the Madison 
County Sheriff’s Office from 
September 1, 1996, until July 
22, 2003. He then attended Law 
School in Vermillion South 
Dakota at USD from 2003 until 
2007. After graduation, Joe 
was employed at the Madison 
County Public Defender’s 
Office from 2007 until he was 
elected Antelope County At-
torney in 2010. While serving 
as County Attorney, he also 
operated Abler Law Office. Joe 
was a member of the Nebraska 
Bar Association.

Joe was the epitome of a 
family man. He cherished 
time spent with his wife and 

children. Joe loved the out-
doors and hunting and fishing 
with his two sons. He volun-
teered as a softball coach for 
Maddie’s Kelly’s Softball team 
in Norfolk.

Joe is survived by his wife, 
Tina; children, Colby, Chase, 
and Maddie; parents, Paul 
and LaNeta Abler; siblings, 
Steve (Mary) Abler of Norfolk, 
Laurie Abler of Norfolk, Mike 
(Mari) Abler of Norfolk, Jeff 
Abler of Glenwood, Iowa, Joan 
(Dave) Hergenrader of Lin-
coln, Ann (Ted) Moon of Nor-
folk, Amy (Brian) Persinger of 

Hermosa, South Dakota, and 
Malinda (Matt) Sailors of Her-
mosa; brother-in-law, Larry 
Fossler of Beatrice; 30 nieces 
and nephews; 36 great-nieces 
and nephews; and parents-in-
law, Sandy and Randy Helmer 
of Crofton; in-laws, Wendy 
(Rob) Moore of Omaha and 
Casey Helmer of Manchester, 
Maine. He was preceded in 
death by his siblings, Paula 
Fossler, Mary Abler, and Tom 
Abler; brother-in-law, Roger 
Buckendahl; sister-in-law, Jan 
Jochum; and father-in-law, 
Mike Sanders.

Joseph Abler, 48
A Norfolk native, he was elected Antelope County Attorney in 2010.
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Like many of you, I spent 
Thursday digging out from an-
other snowstorm which rolled 
across the state.

According to the Morgan 
Weather Station (located in my 
backyard), eight inches of the 
white stuff fell. Thank good-
ness the winds didn’t blow as 
hard as in past storms. For 
the most part, the snow stayed 
where it landed.

My friends to the west 
weren’t as lucky. In Grant, 
where we once lived, 16 inches 
of snow fell. That’s a lot. Since 
the middle of December, one 
of my friends said 38 inches of 
snow has been recorded.

Near Broken Bow, my golf 
partner said they had between 
22 and 24 inches, depending on 
where you were at in Custer 
County. She sent me a photo of 
her backyard where she raises 
four dogs. I swear, there are 
piles of snow anywhere. Good 
luck Fido 
finding 
any pri-
vate time 
back 
there.

Here, 
there are 
plenty of 
man-
made 
snow 
moun-
tains for 
the kids 
to climb 
and have 
fun on.

I saw 
a few 
young-
sters on 
the snow 
hills in recent days, donning 
stocking caps, gloves and snow 
pants perfect for the day.

As I was driving around 
town, I couldn’t help but think 
how these snow piles could be 
thought of, in a small way, like 
the ski resorts in Colorado. 
Almost on every block, there 
was a snow pile reaching up to 
the sky.

When I was a youngster, my 
Dad would clean out the snow 
around the house at the farm. 
Just south of the house, he 
would stack as much snow as 
he could, going as high as the 
loader would go before dump-
ing it to the ground. With an 
old-fashioned snow sleigh, I 
would drag it to the top, then 
slide down as far as I could.

The sledding got better when 
the snow became packed. 
Those were some of the best 
days for a single child to look 
forward to. After school, after 
chores, the sled got a workout 
until Mom said it was time to 
come in for supper.

Do kids make memories like 
that anymore?

Here in Elgin, there are pre-
cious few spots to go sledding. 
That’s why these snow piles 
offer plenty.

Towns built around and 
on top of hills provide ample 
opportunities. My hometown 
would close several blocks 
of a street on Saturdays and 
Sundays when conditions were 
perfect for sledding.

Do kids have memories like 
that?

I don’t think so, thanks to all 
the electronic games available 
to them. Why go outside and 
sled when you can stay warm 
inside and fight World War II 
all over again?

Why build a snow fort and 
toss snowballs when you can 
hangout in your bedroom and 
play ‘Grand Theft Auto’ for 
hours on end?

Why? Thanks for asking. 
The answer is simple. Finding 
joy outside beats going brain 
numb staring at a screen and 
pushing a bunch of buttons. 
There’s something about cold 
air biting your cheeks, making 
your fingers and toes tingle.

Speaking of snowstorms, 
have you ever noticed just how 
blue the sky is after the weath-
er system clears out?

Usually, but not always, the 
day after it passes you can’t 
find a cloud in the sky.

I’m no Jeremiah Johnson, 
nor would I like to necessarily 
ride a storm out in the Rocky 
Mountains. But I do like all 
four seasons so I embrace the 
winter months and the accom-
panying snow fall. Each sea-
son has a beauty all it’s own. 
What God does with snow and, 
on occasion with wind, creates 
a winter wonderland.

Snow hills offer
opportunities

WINSIDE — The 
Wolfpack’s two leading 
scorers (Ashlynne Charf and 
Keyera Eisenhauer) each 
scored 16 points Saturday to 
help lead Elgin Public-Pope 
John to a 72 to 28 victory 

over Winside.
The 

Wolfpack girls 
at one point in 
the game led 
by 44 points 
as Winside 
couldn’t 
match 
EPPJ’s point 
production.

EPPJ 
jumped out to 
a 26 to eight 

lead after one quarter, and 
added to it to take a 44 to 18 
lead at halftime.

In the second half, the 
Wolfpack’s defense limited 
Winside to just 10 points.

Aside from the high-
scoring Wolfpack duo, EPPJ 
got eight points from Kate 
Furstenau, seven from 
Brenna Martinsen and six 
from Laia Domingo.

EPPJ (12-3) made just 
under 45 percent of their 
field goal attempts (25-56) 
and 16 of 25 free throws.

WINSIDE — Tied 27-all entering the fourth quarter, Elgin 
Public-Pope John pulled award to claim a 39 to 31 victory 
over Winside in boys basketball action 
Saturday, January 14.

Just hours after a heart-breaking loss to 
Stuart Friday, the Wolfpack faced a Winside 
team attempting to pull off an upset.

Winside capitalized on cold Wolfpack 
shooting for much of the game. EPPJ finished 
just 13 of 37 from the field and six of 15 from 
the free throw line.

Still, when it mattered most, the Wolfpack 
answered the call. In the fourth quarter, with 
the game on the line, EPPJ outscored their 
opponent 12 to four to earn the victory.

The Wolfpack (9-5) was led in scoring by 
Dylon Lueking and Paiton Hoefer each with 10 
points. Lueking led the team in rebounds (5). Jack Wemhoff 
dished off a team-high three assists.

EPPJ 39, Winside 31
Wolfpack…………………………………………….10  7  10  12 — 39
Winside………………………………………………9   9    9    4 — 31
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 0-2 2-4 2, Jack Wemhoff 1-3 2-5 5, 
Gage Thiessen 0-1 0-0 0, Paiton Hoefer 3-14 1-3 10, Austin 
Good 1-2 0-0 2, Myles Kittelson 1-3 0-0 2, Nick Anderson 3-4 
0-1 6, Karson Kallhoff 1-1 0-0 2, Dylon Lueking 3-6 1-2 10, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 13-37 6-15 39. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 7-16 (Paiton Hoefer 3, Jack Wemhoff, Dylon Lueking 
3).
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 19 (Dylon Lueking 5, 
Paiton Hoefer 4). Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Jack Wemhoff 3). Steals 
— Wolfpack 6 (Paiton Hoefer 4). Turnovers — 6.

EPPJ’s defensive pressure 
forced Winside into 32 
turnovers in the game.

EPPJ 72, Winside 28
Wolfpack…26  18  14  14 — 72
Winside……8   10   7    3 — 28
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
1-1 0-0 2, Ellie Ruterbories 1-2 
1-2 3, Taylynne Charf 1-3 0-0 
3, Ashlynne Charf 5-8 5-7 16, 
Skyler Meis 1-3 0-0 2, Brenna 
Martinsen 3-7 0-0 7, Kate 
Furstenau 2-6 4-6 8, Callie 
Heithoff 1-7 0-0 2, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 6-9 1-2 16, Maddie 
Kolm 0-2 1-2 1, Laia Domingo 
3-3 0-0 6, Seli Tadesse 0-1 0-0 
0, Sara Bode 1-4 4-4 6. Team 
totals: 25-56 16-25 72. Winside 
team totals: 10-38 7-13 28. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
6-15 (Keyera Eisenhauer 3, 
Taylynne Charf, Ashlynne 
Charf, Brenna Martinsen), 
Winside 1-8
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 34 (Ashlynne Charf 
8, Skyler Meis 5), Winside 24. 
Assists — Wolfpack (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 4, Ashlynne 
Charf 4), Winside 5. Steals — 
Wolfpack 21 (Ashlynne Charf 
9, Kate Furstenau 3), Winside 
6. Turnovers — Wolfpack 17, 
Winside 32.

Jack
Wemhoff

Kate
Furstenau

Turnovers key in EPPJ
girls’ victory at Winside

Wolfpack grind out 39-31 victory

NELIGH — Top tier talent 
squared off against Wolfpack 
wrestlers Saturday at the 
Neligh-Oakdale Invite. And, 
like they have all season, 
Elgin Public-Pope John held 
their own.

Five Wolfpack wrestlers 
saw action Saturday and three 
found their way to the medal 
stand at the conclusion of the 
tournament.

The Wolfpack’s two top 
wrestlers - Carter Beckman 
and Samuel Hemenway - 
wrestled their way into the 
championship round.

Beckman, continuing to 
build on a stellar season, won 
three matches (two by pin) 
to reach the championship 
match where he faced Pleasan-
ton’s Gatlin Krepela. Krepela, 
one of the best in Class D, 
earned his 30th victory of the 
season with a five-to-two vic-
tory over Beckman.

Hemenway needed just two 
matches to get to the final. 
After pinning his quarterfinal 

round opponent, Hemenway 
faced Beau Wiebelhaus in the 
semi-finals. Wiebelhaus led 
Hemenway in the third pe-
riod. Needing a pin to win the 
match, Hemenway did just that 
with just 23 seconds left in the 
match. 

In the finals, Hemenway was 
bested by Anselmo-Merna’s 
Sid Miller. 

Freshman Landyn Veik 
placed sixth in the 138-pound 
weight class due to the five-
match limit. In his run, Veik 
posted victories over Osmond’s 
Dominic True, Mullen’s Justin 
French and Lutheran High 
Northeast’s Justis Searight.

Complete results for Wolf-
pack wrestlers were:

113 pounds — Quarterfinal 
- Morgan Bunner (Clarkson/
Leigh) won by fall over Kaeden 
Schwarting (Fall 2:31); Cons. 
Round 2 - Schwarting won by 
fall over Dylan Curry (Lu-
theran High Northeast) (Fall 

NELIGH — It didn’t take 
long, match wise, for Wolfpack 
senior Isabella Smidt to get to 
the victory stand Friday.

Competng at the first-ever 
Neligh-Oakdale Girls Invite, 
Smidt wrestled three times, 
winning two matches by pin to 
place second in the 190-pound 
division.

Showing the form has made 
her one of the best girl wres-
tlers in the NIobrara Valley 
Conference, Smidt pinned 
Franklin’s Madison Holman in 
1:27. Then, after losing her sec-
ond match, she came back to 
pin Lakeview’s Hannah Ogan 
in under a minute.

Friday’s matches wrapped 
up a busy week for Smidt.

On Monday, she competed at 
the Battle Creek Girls Invite. 
Smidt (7-8) placed sixth in the 
180-pound division (according 
to TrackWrestling). Individual 
match results were:

Semifinal - Zoe Adam (Can-
ton) won by fall over Smidt 
(EPPJ) (Fall 0:26); Cons. Semi 
- Jackie Zamora (South Sioux 
City) won by fall over Smidt 
(Fall 1:51); 5th Place Match 
- Danielle Carney (Norfolk 
Catholic Girls) won by fall over 
Smidt (Fall 2:45)

Results for Smidt’s weight 
class at Neligh were:

190 pounds — Round 1 - 
Isabella Smidt (EPPJ) won 
by fall over Madison Holman 
(Franklin) (Fall 1:27); Round 

2 - Ali Edwards (Grand Island) 
35-3 won by fall over Smidt 
(Fall 0:33); Round 3 - Smidt 

won by fall over Hannah Ogan 
(Lakeview) 11-13 (Fall 0:56). 
Smidt’s record is now 9-9.

Smidt places second at N-O Invite Friday

Isabella Smidt pinned Franklin’s Madison Holman in first round ac-
tion Friday at the Neligh-Oakdale Girls Invite. E-R photo/DMorgan

Three EPPJ wrestlers place at Warrior Invite Saturday

Wolfpack wrestlers shined on the mats Saturday at the 
Neligh-Oakdale Invite. Facial expressions tell the story for 
Kaeden Schwarting (above) and David Durre (right). (Below) 
Samuel Hemenway registered two pins and finished second 
in his weight class. E-R photos/DMorgan

Landyn Veik nears a pin against Osmond’s Dominic True during 
early action Saturday. E-R photo/DMorgan
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0:53); Cons. Round 3 - Zachary 
Wiebelhaus (North Central) 
won by fall over Schwarting 
(Fall 0:40). Schwarting’s record 
is now 12-13.

120 — Champ. Round 1 
- Carter Beckman (EPPJ) 
won by fall over Sidon Brock 
(North Central) (Fall 0:52); 
Quarterfinal - Beckman won 
by decision over Alex Thiele 
(Summerland) (Dec 11-4); 
Semifinal - Beckman won by 
fall over Jeffery Forsen (Mul-
len) (Fall 3:39); 1st Place Match 
- Gatlin Krepela (Pleasanton) 
30-3 won by decision over 
Beckman (Dec 5-2). Beckman’s 

EPPJ
From Page Six record is now 25-3.

138 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Landyn Veik (EPPJ) won 
by fall over Dominic True 
(Osmond) (Fall 5:08); Quarter-
final - Kegan Payne (Neligh-
Oakdale) won by fall over 
Veik (Fall 3:07); Cons. Round 
2 - Veik won by decision over 
Justin French (Mullen) (Dec 
3-0); Cons. Round 3 - Veik won 
by fall over Justus Searight 
(Lutheran High Northeast) 
(Fall 2:23); Cons. Semi - Bo 
Pokorny (Central Valley) won 
by fall over Veik (Fall 3:41); 5th 
Place Match - Cauy Twohig 
(Franklin) and Veik (DFF). 
Veik’s record is now 15-13.

195 — Quarterfinal - Samuel 
Hemenway (EPPJ) won by 
fall over Miles Kohmetscher 
(Kenesaw) (Fall 1:02); Semi-
final - Hemenway won by fall 
over Beau Wiebelhaus (North 
Central) (Fall 5:37); 1st Place 
Match - Sid Miller (Anselmo-
Merna) won by fall over Hem-
enway (Fall 3:27). Hemenway’s 
record is now 18-5.

220 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Luke Pawloski (Pleasanton) 
won by fall over David Durre 
(EPPJ) (Fall 0:53); Cons. Round 
1 - David Lozano (Riverside) 
won by fall over Durre (Fall 
2:19). Durre’s record is now 
3-14.

Wolfpack down Huskies 60 to 43

Blake Henn goes up strong to the basket. He finished with 10 points 
in Friday night’s win over West Holt. E-R photo/DMorgan

ELGIN — Making plays and 
eliminating turnovers equals 
victory.

Elgin Public-Pope John did 
just that Friday night en route 
to a 60 to 43 victory over Atkin-
son West Holt.

A very happy Coach Matt 
Euse said the team’s play in 
the first half set the tempo for 
a game whereby EPPJ pulled 

away in the fourth quarter to 
win by double-digits.

In the first half, Euse said 
the Wolfpack had zero turn-
overs and gave up just three 
offensive rebounds.

“To me, that’s wow!” the 
coach said.

The Wolfpack capitalized 
on treys from Jack Wemhoff, 
Paiton Hoefer and Dylon Luek-

ing to build a first quarter 
lead which grew to 24 to 17 by 
halftime.

Treys proved to be instru-
mental as the Wolfpack pulled 
away in the second half. 

EPPJ scored just four bas-
kets in the third quarter, all 
treys to keep the Huskies 

See HUSKIES, Page 10
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— read the — read the 
Public Notices.Public Notices. Public NoticesPublic Notices

Public Notices — Because its your right to know 
how your city, county and school boards are conducting 

business for the public.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
OF:  AL WARNER 
TRUCKING, LLC

DESIGNATED OFFICE:  
51363 836th Road, Elgin, Ne-
braska 68636

REGISTERED AGENT:  Kath-
erine E. Sharp, P.O. Box 106, 
525 W. State Street, Albion, NE 

Notice of Organization — Al Warner Trucking, LLC
68620

AL WARNER TRUCKING, LLC 
shall engage in any lawful busi-
ness for which a company may 
be formed under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Com-
pany Act.  Perpetual existence 
commenced on January 6, 2023, 
when the Certificate of Organiza-

tion was filed with the Nebraska 
Secretary of State. Affairs are to 
be conducted by the Manager of 
the Company as set forth in the 
Operating Agreement.
PUBLISH: January 11, 18 & 25, 
2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabil-

ity company: Quad K LLC. The 
address of the designated of-
fice is: 903 S Street, P.O. Box 
144, Neligh, Nebraska 68756. 
The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 
Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all law-

ful business, other than banking 
or insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on January 12, 2023 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 

the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

QUAD K LLC
Martin V. Klein
Doerr & Klein, P.C.
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: January 18, 25 & Feb-
ruary 1, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Quad K LLC

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF FEBRUARY, 2023
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 

Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

February 7, 2023 at 9:00 AM
February 14, 2023 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to 

the public.  An agenda, kept 
continuously current, is available 

for public inspection at the 
Antelope County Clerk’s office 
and may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of an 
emergency nature pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: January 25, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners Liquor License Renewal — Grove Lake Baith Shop
NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
CLASS B BEER OFF SALE 

ONLY (OUTSIDE CORPORATE 
LIMITS) LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Section 53-135.01 
that a Liquor License may be 
automatically renewed for one 
year from May 1, 2023 for the 
following:

Class B - Beer Off Sale Only 
(Outside Corporate Limits) 

Liquor License, to-wit:  Randall 
J. Erb, dba Grove Lake Bait 
Shop, Address:  86561 519 

Avenue, Royal, Nebraska, 
68773, on the premises 

described as follows:
A tract more particularly 

described as a tract in the 
Southeast corner of the 

Northeast Quarter of Section 28, 
in Township 28 North, Range 7, 
West of the 6th P.M., Antelope 

County, Nebraska.
Notice is hereby given that 

written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal of license 
may be filed by any resident 
of the County of Antelope on 

or before February 13th, 2023 
in the office of the Antelope 
County Clerk and that in the 
event protests are filed by three 
or more persons, hearings will 
be held to determine whether 
continuation of said license 
should be allowed.

Dated at Neligh, Nebraska this 
19th, day of January 2023.

LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk

PUBLISH: January 25, 2023
ZNEZ

Liquor License Renewal — Art Sehi dba Mr. S’s
NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
CLASS D BEER, WINE & 

DISTILLED
SPIRITS, OFF SALE ONLY 

LIQUOR LICENSE
Notice is hereby given that 

pursuant to Section 53-135.01 
that a Liquor License may be 
automatically renewed for one 
year from May 1, 2023, for the 
following:  Class D – Alcoholic 
Liquor Off Sale (Outside 
Corporate Limits) Liquor License, 
to-wit:

Art Sehi dba Mr. S’s, 52753 Hwy 
275, Oakdale, NE 68761, on the 
premises described as follows: 
W1/2NE1/4, lying north of State 
Highway 275 R-O-W, Section 
12, Township 24 North, Range 

6, West of the 6th P.M., Antelope 
County, Nebraska.

Notice is hereby given that 
written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal of license 
may be filed by any resident 
of the County of Antelope on 
or before February 13th, 2023, 

in the office of the Antelope 
County Clerk and that in the 
event protests are filed by three 
or more persons, hearings will 
be held to determine whether 
continuation of said license 
should be allowed.

Dated at Neligh, Nebraska this 
19th day of January, 2023.

LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk

PUBLISH: January 25, 2023
ZNEZ

Liquor License Renewal — Plainview Country Club
NOTICE OF RENEWAL 

OF CLASS I ALCOHOLIC 
LIQUOR ON SALE (OUTSIDE 

CORPORATE LIMITS) LIQUOR 
LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to Section 53-135.01 
that a Liquor License may be 
automatically renewed for one 
year from May 1, 2023, for the 
following:

Class I – Alcoholic Liquor On-
Sale (Outside Corporate Limits), 
to-wit: Plainview Country Club, 

Address: 53230 865 Road, 

Plainview, Nebraska, 68769, 
on the premises described as 

follows: A tract more particularly 
described as the North 50 acres 
of the East Half of the Northwest 

Quarter, and the East 341 
feet of the Northwest Quarter 

of Section 35, in Township 
28 North, Range 5, West of 

the 6th P.M., Antelope County, 
Nebraska.

Notice is hereby given that 
written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal of license 
may be filed by any resident 

of the County of Antelope on 
or before February 13th 2023, 
in the office of the Antelope 
County Clerk and that in the 
event protests are filed by three 
or more persons, hearings will 
be held to determine whether 
continuation of said license 
should be allowed.

Dated at Neligh, Nebraska this 
19th day of January, 2023.

LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk

PUBLISH: January 25, 2023
ZNEZ

Liquor License Renewal — Summerland Golf Club
NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 

RETAIL CLASS I ALCOHOLIC 
LIQUOR ON SALE (OUTSIDE 

CORPORATE LIMITS) LIQUOR 
LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to Section 53-135.01 
that a Liquor License may be 
automatically renewed for one 
year from May 1, 2023, for the 
following:

Class I - Alcoholic Liquor 
on Sale (Outside Corporate 

Limits) Liquor License, to-wit: 
Summerland Golf Club, Inc., 

Address: 51020 857 Road, Box 
325, Ewing, Nebraska, 68735, 
on the premises described as 

follows: A tract containing 67.41 
acres more or less lying wholly 

in the East Half of the Northwest 
Quarter, and the West Half of 

the Northeast Quarter of Section 
7, in Township 26 North, Range 
8, West of the 6th P.M., Antelope 

County, Nebraska.
Notice is hereby given that 

written protests to the issuance 
of automatic renewal of license 
may be filed by any resident of 

the County of Antelope on or 
before February 13th, 2023, in 
the office of the Antelope County 
Clerk; that in the event protests 
are filed by three or more 
persons, hearings will be held to 
determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.

Dated at Neligh, Nebraska this 
19th day of January 2023.

LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk

PUBLISH: January 25, 2023
ZNEZ

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

A jury trial for a Neligh 
pharmacist accused of health-
care fraud has again been 
postponed, this time at the re-
quest of the prosecution, due to 

Neligh pharmacist trial continued to May
a witness who was subpoenaed 
to testify out of state.

United States Magistrate 
Judge Michael Nelson signed 
an order Jan. 17, granting the 
unopposed prosecution motion 
to continue Danelle Charf’s 

jury trial in the US District 
Court of Nebraska, to 9 a.m., 
May 8, in Courtroom No. 4 in 
the Ronald L. Hruska United 
States Courthouse at 111 South 
18th Plaza in Omaha. The case 
will be heard by Chief United 
States District Judge Robert 
Rossiter Jr.

Charf was arraigned June 
19, 2022, on a five-count in-
dictment, charging her with 
healthcare fraud. She entered 
not guilty pleas to all five al-
legations at the June hearing. 

On Jan. 13, Donald Kleine 
filed a notice of his appear-
ance as assistant United States 
attorney in the case.

Charf is represented by Da-
vid Domina of Omaha.

Court NewsCourt News

Elgin residents are reminded 
— Sidewalks within the 

residential areas of the City 
shall be cleaned within 24 

hours after the end of a 
snowstorm.

Two defendants were 
arraigned in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh 
last week, while, in the wake 
of a pending winter storm, 
many either had their ap-
pearances continued to next 
month or just didn’t show up. 
One defendant had his case 
dismissed.

Austin R. Bertschinger, 30, 
of Oakdale appeared in front 
of the Honorable Donna Taylor 
on Jan. 18 for arraignment on 
a count of possession of tra-
madol, a Class 4 felony alleged 
Dec. 10. 

Bertschinger request court-
appointed counsel. After hold-
ing an indigency hearing, Tay-
lor appointed Antelope County 
Public Defender Pat Carney of 
Norfolk. Further arraignment 
is set Feb. 1. Bond posted Dec. 
28, in the amount of $1,000, 
10% cash, is continued as well.

Bertschinger was arrested 
Dec. 10 by an Antelope County 
deputy, on the Madison-Ante-
lope county line near Tilden, 
after a bottle of Tramadol was 
allegedly found in the purse of 
a passenger during a search 
of his vehicle. According to a 

probable-cause affidavit filed 
by the officer, Bertschinger 
allegedly claimed the drug 
and told officers it was given 
to him by his grandmother for 
a dog bite he had suffered the 
previous day.

Timothy D. Anderson, 66, of 
Neligh appeared for arraign-
ment on a Class 2 misdemean-
or, leaving scene of property-
damage accident, alleged Oct. 
28, 2022. Anderson pleaded 
guilty and Taylor set sentenc-
ing Feb. 15. Anderson was 
ordered to obtain an alcohol/
drug evaluation from a certi-
fied counselor. He is represent-
ed by Carney.

Adam M. Babl of Norfolk 
appeared for pretrial hearing 
on two counts, no proof of fi-
nancial responsibility, a Class 
2 misdemeanor and no valid 
registration, a Class 3 misde-
meanor, both alleged June 18, 
2022.  Deputy Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Smith dismissed 
both counts without prejudice. 
Babl, who was represented by 
Carney, was taxed $49 costs. 

Bobbi S. Jenkins, 38, of Pla-
inview appeared for pretrial 
hearing on two counts alleged 

July 12, no proof of financial 
responsibility, a Class 2 mis-
demeanor, and traveling on 
a closed road, an infraction. 
Taylor sustained a defense 
motion to continue. Pretrial is 
continued to Feb. 15. Jenkins is 
represented by Carney.

Taylor continued felony first 
appearances and misdemeanor 
arraignments for several more 
defendants:

• Morgan K. Anson, 24, 
Orchard, first hearing con-
tinued to Feb. 1 on a Class 2A 
felony, theft by receiving stolen 
property and three Class 4 
felonies, possession of metham-
phetamine, operating a motor 
vehicle to avoid arrest and 
possession of burglar tools, 
all alleged Dec. 9, 2022; motion 
filed to revoke bond posted 
Dec. 20, 2022, in the amount of 
$50,000, 10%;

• Sarah J. Ward, 46, Oakdale, 
first hearing continued to Feb. 
1 on Class 4 felony, possession 
of controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) alleged Jan. 4; 
bond in amount of $20,000, 10% 
cash, posted Jan. 10, is also 
continued;

• Breanna M. McNutt, 22, 

Many court cases continued, other defendants skip appearances
Norfolk, hearing continued to 
Feb. 1 on allegations of proba-
tion violation;

• Barbara Youngblood, 42, 
O’Neill, pretrial hearing 
continued to Feb. 15 on Count 
I, third-degree assault, a Class 
1 misdemeanor, and Count II, 
disturbing the peace, a Class 
3 misdemeanor, both alleged 
Sept. 24, 2022;

• Maverick Short, 18, Oak-
dale, pretrial hearing contin-
ued to Feb. 1 on two counts, 
Count I, driving under the 
influence of alcohol (high test), 
a Class W misdemeanor, and 
MIP, a Class 3 misdemeanor, 
both alleged Oct. 1, 2022; $1,500 
personal recognizance bond 
also continued;

• Roscoe L. Wallace, 55, 
Sioux City, Iowa, arraignment 
continued to Feb. 1 on posses-
sion of marijuana, an infrac-
tion alleged Dec. 10, 2022;

• Tanai R. Zlomke, 32, Ver-
digre, arraignment continued 
to Feb. 1 on possession of drug 
paraphernalia, an infraction 
alleged Dec. 10;

• Michael Hansen, 36, Stan-
ton, arraignment continued to 
Feb. 1 on Class 1 misdemeanor 

alleged Nov. 26, 2022, obstruct 
government operations; 

• Ron Crumly, 74, Page, ar-
raignment continued to Feb. 
1 on Class 4 misdemeanor al-
leged March 1, 2022, violation 
of statewide burn ban; 

• Randi Mack, 35, Elgin, ar-
raignment continued to Feb. 1 
on three counts of issuing bad 
checks, 0 to $500, alleged in 
July and August 2022;

• Jessica Scott, 42, Clearwa-
ter, two counts of issuing bad 
checks, 0 to $500, alleged in 
May and August 2022;

• Earleen F. Jensen, 81, 
Royal, arraignment continued 
to Feb. 15 on count of main-
taining a dangerous building, 
alleged in November 2022 (Vil-
lage of Orchard);

• Jay A. Pettijohn, 63, Royal, 
arraignment continued to Feb. 
15 on count of maintaining a 
dangerous building, alleged 
in November 2022 (Village of 
Orchard);

• Jennifer Trease, 54, Or-
chard, arraignment continued 
to Feb. 15 on count of main-
taining a dangerous building, 
alleged in November 2022 (Vil-
lage of Orchard);

Several defendants failed 
to appear for their scheduled 
hearings last week and Taylor 
ruled the county attorney may 
file motions, affidavits and 
orders for arrest warrants. 
Defendants who did not show 
up in court include: 

• Clifton J. Coleman, 28, Por-
cupine, South Dakota, arraign-
ment for possession of open 
alcohol container, an infrac-
tion alleged Nov. 23, 2022;

• Lance Carlson, 54, Broken 
Bow, arraignment on two 
Class 2 misdemeanor counts 
of issuing bad checks, 0-$500, 
alleged Sept. 14, 2022;

• James Greenhalgh, 43, Til-
den, arraignment on issuing a 
bad check, 0-$500, alleged Jan. 
9, 2022;

• Donaven F. Nolze, 22, Clear-
water, arraignment on issuing 
a bad check, 0-$500, alleged in 
July 2022;

• Tricia A. Zobrist, 43, Oak-
dale, arraignment on issuing 
a bad check, 0-$500, alleged in 
December 2021; and

• Cassandra Thomson, 39, 
Lynch, arraignment on issu-
ing a bad check, 0-$500, alleged 
July 7, 2022.

ZNEZ
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from making it a game. Austin 
Good, Gage Thiessen, Karson 
Kallhoff and Hoefer all con-
nected from long range to lead 

by four, 36 to 32 with one quar-
ter to play.

“It was an intense game and 
our guys played really well. 
They just got me more and 
more excited,” Coach Euse 
said about the fourth quarter.

In the fourth quarter, EPPJ 
outscored the Huskies 24 to 
11 to close out the game. Five 
points by Blake Henn and 
four from Hoefer helped the 
Wolfpack build a 50 to 39 lead 
midway through the quarter.

They finished the game on a 
10 to three run. In the fourth 
quarter, the Wolfpack made 11 
of 11 free throw attempts.

Hoefer led the Wolfpack with 
19 points, Henn had 10, Wem-
hoff added nine and Lueking 
tossed in eight. EPPJ made 19 
of 39 field goal attempts (nine 
of 23 from three-point range). 
From the free throw line, they 
finished 13 of 16.

EPPJ 60, West Holt 43
Huskies……..11    6  15  11 — 43
Wolfpack……14  10  12  24 — 60
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 4-6 2-4 
10, Kellan Hoefer 0-0 0-0 0, Jack 
Wemhoff 2-2 4-5 9, Gage Thies-
sen 2-5 0-0 6, Paiton Hoefer 6-12 
5-5 19, Austin Good 1-4 0-0 3, 
Nick Anderson 1-2 0-0 2, Taylor 
Beckman 0-0 0-0 0, Karson Kall-
hoff 1-2 0-0 3, Corbin Kinney 0-0 
0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 2-6 2-2 8, 
Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0. Team to-
tals: 19-39 13-16 60. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 9-23 (Gage 
Thiessen 2, Paiton Hoefer 2, 
Dylon Lueking 2, Jack Wemhoff, 
Austin Good, Karson Kallhoff).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 13 (Blake Henn 3). 
Assists — Wolfpack 11 (Paiton 
Hoefer 5). Steals — Wolfpack 5 
(Austin Good 2). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 4.

From Page Seven
Huskies

Wolfpack hold off West Holt 41 to 40
ELGIN — In a close game, 

free throws can be the differ-
ence.

On Friday night, Elgin 
Public-Pope John made all six 
of their free throws in the final 
30 seconds of the game to claim 
a 41 to 40 victory over Atkin-
son West Holt.

“Our girls battled,” Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer said about 
the game, noting that West 
Holt is a very athletic team and 
it showed on defense.

“We could have folded a cou-
ple of times. They made some 
big shots (at the end) … But 
right away our girls bounced 
back.”

The Lady Huskies, entering 
the game with a 7-7 record, 
proved to be a pesky opponent 
as EPPJ led most of the game. 
But, credit the Lady Huskies, 
they never gave up and made it 

interesting in the end.
The Wolfpack led by five 

points at halftime, 21 to 16. 
But, in the third quarter, they 
had five turnovers before 
scoring a point. West Holt took 
advantage of the Wolfpack’s 
misfortune, tying the score at 
29-all.

Ashlynne Charf scored for 
EPPJ to regain the lead. Then, 
after another West Holt free 
throw, junior Keyera Eisen-
hauer scored and added a free 
throw for a 34 to 30 lead with 
1:28 left in the game.

From there, the Wolfpack 
would finish the game at the 
free throw line. Charf made 
five of six free throws and 
Eisenhauer added two.

“We knocked them (free 
throws) down when we needed 
them,” Coach Eisenhauer said.

Charf led EPPJ with 14 

points, Eisenhauer added 10, 
Sara Bode and Maddie Kolm 
each had five.

The difference in the game 
was free throws as EPPJ made 
12 of 15 free throws, compared 
to West Holt who made eight 
of 16.

Another key statistic was 
steals. EPPJ had 13 and West 
Holt had just four.

West Holt outrebounded the 
Wolfpack 29 to 25.

By virtue of the victory, 
EPPJ improved their record to 
13-3.

EPPJ 41, West Holt 40
Huskies…………6  10  6  18 — 40
Wolfpack……….12  9  5  15 — 41
Wolfpack — Elise Ruterbories 
0-0 0-0 0, Taylynne Charf 0-2 

0-0 0, Ashlynne Charf 3-6 8-9 
14, Skyler Meis 1-4 1-1 3, Bren-
na Martinsen 0-6 0-0 0, Kate 
Furstenau 2-4 0-0 4, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3-8 3-3 10, Maddie 
Kolm 2-5 0-2 5, Sara Bode 2-3 
0-0 5. Team totals: 13-39 12-15 
41. West Holt team totals: 14-38 
8-16 40. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 3-8 (Keyera Eisenhau-
er, Maddie Kolm, Sara Bode), 
West Holt 4-12.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 25 (Ashlynne Charf 8), 
West Holt 29. Assists — Wolf-
pack 9 (Taylynne Charf 2, Ke-
yera Eisenhauer 2), West Holt 10. 
Steals — Wolfpack 13 (Ashlynne 
Charf 5), West Holt 4. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 16, West Holt 19.

As teammate Ashlynne Charf looks on, Sara Bode focuses on scor-
ing two of her five points against West Holt. EPPJ won the game 41 
to 40. E-R photo/DMorgan

Community Center  Menus
Elgin Community Center meals next week are: 
Monday, January 30: German casserole, cheesy cauliflower, 

fruit cocktail, milk.
Tuesday, January 31: Hot beef  sandwich, corn, milk.
Wednesday, February 1: Lasagna, corn, apple salad, milk.
Thursday, February 2: Chicken strips, French fries, 

broccoli/cauliflower, macaroni salad, tropical fruit, milk.
Friday, February 3: Pork riblet sandwich, potato wedges, 

cole slaw, peaches, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter. Menus are provided by 

the Community Center and are subject to change)
Suggested price is $6 per meal for persons 60 years of  age 

and older. Under 60 is $8.50. 
Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 12:15 p.m. 

of the school. It is my hope 
for the night that everyone in 
attendance has an enjoyable 
evening. I am always happy to 
hear the laughter and the fun 
our guests are having while 
helping us meet our goal for 
our wish list and our overall 
goal for the event.” Anyone in-
terested in purchasing a ticket 
should contact Julie Schil-
tmeyer at Pope John High 
School at  (402)843-5325.
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Boone County Health Center 
(BCHC) recently donated two 
automated external defibril-
lators (AED)s. One donated to 
the Albion Sports Complex and 
one to Werner Hall in Peters-
burg.

AEDs are portable medical 
devices that automatically 
analyze and detect cardiac 
arrhythmias of sudden cardiac 
arrest patients through elec-
trodes, and are able to produce 
a shock which stops the heart 
and allows it to return to a nor-
mal rhythm, a process called 
defibrillation.

As the summer approaches, 
an increase of ball players and 

Kim Fangman, (left) Petersburg Fire & Rescue accepts on behalf 
of Werner Hall, Dr. Sean Kohl presents AED units, pads and wall 
mounts, and Sharon Ketteler, Deputy City Clerk accepts for City of 
Albion. Photo submitted

spectators will be visiting the 
complex to enjoy a summer 
ball game. “The AED will help 
provide lifesaving measures 
in case of a cardiac emergency 
until first responders arrive. 
Having an AED on hand for 
trained volunteers to use is 
definitely a priority,” stated 
Doctor Sean Kohl. Werner 
Hall also sees many people 
come through their doors 
with various celebrations and 
events that take place through-
out the year.

The donation of the AED 
was made possible from 340B 
funds which are used to im-
prove community health.

At the District X Leadership Development contest in Ainsworth ear-
lier this month, Sam Hemenway and Keyera Eisenhauer qualified 
for state in Cooperative Speaking! Both will be competing at State 
Convention at the end of March this spring. Photo submitted

Headed to State!

BCHC donates AED
to Werner Hall

Support Your Local Merchants!
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ture is expected to be filled in 
by sediment in approximately 
20 years and the current pro-
duction capacity of the treat-
ment plant and portions of the 
distribution system are at or 
near their maximum sustain-
able level. This funding will 
assist with the cost of develop-
ing a groundwater source and 
a treatment plant before the 
potential increased population 
and infrastructure due to the 
STAR WARS projects proposed 
in northern Knox County.

On Thursday, the Legisla-
ture debated changes to the 
permanent rules. The Rules 
Committee, chaired by Sena-
tor Steve Erdman, considered 
58 proposals. Ultimately, ten 
proposals were brought to 
floor and eight were adopted. 
Most of these proposals were 
largely technical in nature to 
allow for the quick adoption 
of permanent rules and the 
consideration of other busi-
ness like the budget, voter ID, 
and the Governor’s proposals 
for property tax and school fi-
nance reform. Senator Erdman 
has indicated that he plans to 
hold another public hearing 
on the proposals that received 
controversy or did not advance 
to the floor. I imagine several 
proposals, such as public votes 
for committee chairs and 
Speaker of the Legislature, 
will be discussed again during 
this hearing.

The Legislature also appears 
primed to take up at least two 
issues that fell to filibusters 
last year. Senator Tom Brewer 
introduced LB 77 that revives 
the effort to bring constitu-
tional carry to Nebraska. This 
proposal would expand second 
amendment rights by allow-
ing persons wanting to carry a 
concealed weapon to no longer 
need to get a permit. Senator 
Brewer prioritized this bill 
on day two meaning it is very 
likely to be debated this year. 

Senator Joni Albrecht intro-
duced LB 626 that would adopt 
the Nebraska Heartbeat Act. 
Under this legislation, abor-
tions would be restricted once 
a fetal heartbeat is detected, 
usually after 6 to 8 weeks 
gestation. The bill contains 
exceptions for rape, incest and 
medical threats to a mother’s 
life. It also spells out protec-
tions for in vitro fertilization 
and procedures after miscar-
riages. Doctors would lose 
their medical licenses if they 
performed an abortion after an 
ultrasound finds a heartbeat. 
As the only abortion restric-
tion bill introduced, this bill is 
likely to be prioritized.
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