
January is National 
Mentoring Month!

Could mentoring 
be in your future?

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 43 degrees recorded 
on January 3. 

The low was three degrees 
on December 30. Altogether, 
0.31 of  an inch of  precipita-
tion was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
December 28 31 18  0.25
December 29 30 16  0.06
December 30 21 03    
December 31 28 10    
January 1 34 09  
January 2 37 12    
January 3 43 18     
Total for Last Week.......... 0.31
Total for December ........ .. 0.78
Total for 2020 ................. ..18.89

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Notice of  Incorporation — 
JnS Enterprises, Inc.

Notice — Estate of  Lori L. 
Schrader 

Notice — Elkhorn Solar 
LLC

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.
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As of  Monday afternoon, 
Jan. 4, there are 3,799 
confirmed cases of  COVID-19 
in Elgin’s health district 
with 1,771 recoveries and 
57 deaths. According to the 
North Central District Health 
Department, Knox County 
has the most number of  
cases with 922 followed by 
Holt County with 737, Pierce 
has 632. The total number 
of  cases in Antelope County 
currently is 512 with 215 
recoveries and 5 deaths. 

COVID cases 
surpass 500 in
Antelope County

It took an overtime period for Elgin Public-Pope John to defeat Riverside 60 to 58 Thursday in the championship game of the Madison 
Holiday Tournament. Shown with the championship trophy (in the front row) are l-r: Camryn Pelster, Jack Wemhoff, Layne Bullock, Gage 
Thiessen and Austin Good. Back row: Head Coach Michael Becker, Colton Wright, Paiton Hoefer, Nick Anderson, Myles Kittelson, Jordan 
Lindgren, Blake Henn and Ass’t. Coach Matt Koeppe. E-R photo/DMorgan

A dominating performance gave Elgin Public-Pope John a victory over Madison in the championship game of the Madison Holiday Tourna-
ment played Thursday. Wolfpack team members are (front row, l-r): Emma Lea Ruterbories, Grace Mace, Theanna Dunn, Ally Selting, Kirsten 
Krebs and Kaylee Ramold. Back row: Head Coach Randy Eisenhauer, Baylee Busteed, Keyera Eisenhauer, Skyler Meis, Ashlynne Charf, 
Brenna Martinsen, Taylynne Charf and Ass’t. Coach Trent Ostransky. E-R photo/DMorgan

2020 Madison Holiday Tournament Champions

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Orange ribbons pinned 
to t-shirts with the slogan, 

Eric Heithoff recovering
after stem cell transplant

See HEITHOFF, Page Three

Meeting Monday night, three members of  the 
council voted to appoint a new representative 
from Ward Two.

Council members Duane Miller, Jim 
Kittleson and, participating from home, Mike 

Dvorak voted to appoint Craig 
Niewohner to fill the position 
which came open after no one 
placed their name on the ballot 
following Councilman Don 
Mackel’s decision not to seek re-
election.

Niewohner then took the oath 
of  office and participated in the 
remainder of  the meeting which 
lasted under an hour.

Further into the meeting, 
Mayor Mike Schmitt raised the 
issue of  parking on city streets 

during snowstorms.
“It’s something we’ve discussed many times,” 

the mayor said. “We apparently do not have 
anybody with good common sense that, to move 
their vehicles off  the street (when city crews are 
clearing the streets).

Kittleson suggested the city contact a deputy 
sheriff  to ticket offenders. One possibility is 
to contact the city attorney to rewrite the city 
ordinance as, at the present time, there is no 
means to ticket and fine offenders.

City Clerk Kristin Childers said she contacted 

the city clerk in Neligh to see what they do. 
The clerk told her that they use a code red 
notification, sending out a message to residents 
to move their vehicles off  the street when there 
is a snow emergency. Childers said the hardest 
part will be to get everyone’s phone number 
in the system to do that, but it can be done. 
The consensus was to try the message system 
similar to what Neligh does.

In other action:
Property condition — With the property 

owner unable to attend due to health reasons, 
the council tabled discussion and action on 
the condition of  property at 306 Elm Street. 
The matter will be taken up at the next regular 
meeting on Monday night, Feb. 1.

Building permit — The council approved a 
building permit for Bob Moore for a lean-to.

 On another matter, Poulsen said progress has 
been made on installing new water meters on 
properties in town. More work needs to be done, 
he said.

Final payment — With the water project 
completed, final payment has yet to be made. 
Schmitt said the city is working with Rutjens 
Construction to get the final application ready 
for council approval at the February meeting. 

Also, he said he has requested a walkthrough 
with the Nebraska Department of  Trans-
portation to discuss concerns over some of  the 
work done by their contractors.

Emily with her husband Eric Heithoff at an Omaha hospital last week. 
Eric had a stem cell transplant. Photo submitted

“Nobody fights alone,” a com-
munity organized benefit, text 
messages, phone calls, and 
many prayers.

These are just some of  the 
ways that students, family, and 
friends have shown their sup-
port to EPS band teacher Eric 
Heithoff  and his family since 
his battle against leukemia 
began in early September. 

Recently, as the Wolfpack 
Varsity Boys Basketball team 
took to the court to compete in 
the Madison Holiday Tourna-
ment, each player showcased 
a small orange ribbon tied on 
their shoelace to acknowledge 
that the latest medical proce-
dure in Eric’s journey was set 
to take place. As it was on that 
day, their teacher and friend 
had undergone a stem cell 
transplant. I recently had the 
opportunity to visit with Eric’s 
wife, Emily, about the proce-
dure and the days ahead. 

Emily began, “On December 
21st, Eric was readmitted to 
UNMC for a stem cell trans-
plant as part of  his treatment 
against leukemia,” she said. 

In the months leading up to 
this date, Eric had undergone 
several rounds of  chemother-
apy and experienced many of  
the difficult side effects that ac-
company the treatments. There 
were many nights in and out 
of  the hospital that followed, 
she said, but positive news 
eventually came as the leuke-
mia went into remission and a 
possible donor match had been 
found. Without going into great 
detail about the procedure, she 
explained, 

“Everything is going well 
for him. He has tolerated the 
treatments well and, so far, has 
had no negative reactions to 
the cells. He will spend the next 
100 days in Omaha, living with 
my parents. He will go in twice 
weekly for appointments for 
labs to make sure the stem cells 
are doing their job.” 

She continued, “Eric’s moth-
er, Rhonda, has taken some 
time off  work to act as his pri-
mary caregiver as he heals and 
gains his strength back.”  

Eric has also been sharing 
his experiences on Facebook 
to keep friends and family 
updated on his condition. In 
one of  his most recent updates, 
just before the procedure, Eric 
wrote, “As long as this round 
goes as smoothly as my last 
three rounds of  chemo, every-
thing will work out just fine. 
I’m in the best place possible 
for this kind of  treatment, 
and I can attest to seeing the 
stem cell defrost buggy in the 
hallway, that they do this all 
the time.” 

Eric’s strong, positive out-
look is a noticeable attitude 
shared by his wife, Emily, as 
she described how she and her 
children are handling life dur-
ing this time. “The kids and I 
are in a good routine at home. 

Niewohner appointed to city council

Craig
Niewohner

The Antelope Board of  
Commissioners held their 
first meeting of  the new year 
on Tuesday, Jan. 5. All five 
commissioners were present.

Retiring Weed Superinten-
dent Bruce Ofe said Bryan 
Benson was offered the job 
but has declined the position. 

After going into executive 
session to discuss the posi-
tion, they motioned to offer 
the position to applicant 
Brian Cornett with a starting 
salary of  $38,000 and benefits.  

Other agenda items ap-
proved were the interlocal 
cooperation agreement be-
tween the county and Region 
4 Behavioral Health Services, 
as well as a motion to appoint 
Airport Authority Board 
Members Maurice Soper 
and Brian Whitesel to serve 
another term. 

The last person to address 
the board was Zoning Admin-
istrator Liz Doerr. The board 
again went into executive 
session. Upon returning to 
open session, an announce-
ment was made that Doerr 
will begin performing her 
duties remotely. The county 
will look to add a part-time 
zoning position with the pos-
sibility of  other duties.

Benson declines
offer to be weed
superintendent 
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By Sherry Tetschner
Christmas vacation is of-

ficially over with Wheeler Cen-
tral beginning classes Tuesday, 
Jan. 5. Although we had a 
longer than usual break time 
passed quickly. Many projects 
I’d planned for the break, well 
they just didn’t happen.  

The year 2020 has come and 
gone. Have you made any reso-
lutions for the new year? Each 
day is a new slate full of  bless-
ings. May our hearts be aware 
of  these blessings in 2021.
Wheeler County Bits
Wheeler County  Independent  

January 29, 1942 
Wheeler County High School 

Notes — Senior Notes — Most 
of  the senior Normal Train-
ers took Teachers Exams 
last Saturday. We found that 
arithmetic, mental arithmetic 
and bookkeeping were quite 
easy, while general geography, 
history and civics were hard.

Looking at our basketball 
schedule we find there is one 
game in Bartlett Tuesday night 
with Amelia. Last week we 
played Amelia and beat them 
with a score of  18-36.

Bartlett News

Support 
Our Local 

Merchants!
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It Pays To 
Advertise!

Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
December 29, 1960

The St. Boniface Junior Knights encountered no 
difficulty dumping the O’Neill St. Mary’s junior high 
basketball team. Despite a second quarter slump, 
the local hoopsters smothered their opponents 52-
23. Terry Henn scored 10 points, Bernie Kluthe was 
leading scorer with 15 big points. George Mooney 
added 12, and J. Schmitt recorded 7 points.

Elgin Markets
Corn, No. 2 (yellow)…..$.90
Oats, 36 lb or better…..$.53
Milo, per 100 lbs……$1.33
Cream……$.64
Hens……$.08
Now showing at the Avon Theater, Clark Gable and 

Sophia Loren in, “It Started in Naples” in color.   
Fifty Years Ago
December 31, 1970 

A thief  or thieves entered the local V.F.W. Club 
sometime last week and made off  with several 
articles of  merchandise. It isn’t known just when 

the place was broken into but entry was made 
through one of  the windows. Missing are one case of  
whiskey, one case of  Vodka, 1 1/2 cases of  beer and 
some cartons of  cigarettes. Marshall Monte Totten 
investigated the theft. The loss was not insured.

A fire of  an unknown origin destroyed a tractor, 
dual loader and shed in which it was parked at the 
Leonard Kerkman farm, 3 miles south and west of  
Clearwater. 

The Elgin town basketball team was defeated 
recently by Norfolk Rendering by a score of  138-102. 
This was a first game for the local squad made up of  
mostly teachers and alumni. Elgin was paced by Gale 
Bly, Mike Barada, and Randy Carlson. They had 27, 26, 
and 25 points respectively.
Thirty Years Ago
January 3, 1991

Extreme cold weather hits Elgin fighting sub-zero 
temperatures to reaching 16 degrees below zero and 
wind chills up to 50 degrees below zero. 

Antelope County Sheriff  Colleen Murphey 
completed the Basic Training Course at Nebraska 

Law Enforcement Training Center in Grand Island 
among 41 officers going through graduation. 

The Elgin boy’s basketball team collected the 
championship trophy from the Petersburg Holiday 
Tournament defeating Lindsay Holy Family 76-54. 
Twenty Years Ago
January 4, 2001

Alicia Dwyer, daughter of  Mike and Mary Alice 
Dwyer and graduate of  the Class of  1995 at Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic High School, is part of  a team 
challenged by NASA to propose designs for storage 
facilities that would support human life on Mars.

After a 27 point loss to Clearwater in the opening 
round of  the Holiday Tournament, the Elgin High 
School girls earn a third place trophy after winning 
against Ewing 37-30. 

Hepatitus B vaccine is available to the public 
immunization clinics for everyone of  18 years or 
younger and will be given at the Goldenrod Hills 
Community Services in Neligh. 

By Jessie Reestman

We have had so much help 
from the community, and we 
appreciate everyone that has 
gone above and beyond for us. 
We are truly blessed to live in 
such a caring community.” 

 

From Page One
Heithoff

Over the past weekend, we all had the opportunity to say 
goodbye or good riddance to the year 2020. As part of  the 
New Year celebration, it is commonplace to reflect on the 
past year and highlight the year’s events. In a year filled 
with cancellations, limitations, and many frustrations, it 
seems easier to close the book on the year 2020 and move on. 
Despite the year’s challenges, I sat in reflection and noted 
three important events that occurred this year.  

The most obvious of  which being COVID-19. In January, 
when the news broke of  a deadly virus spreading through 
China, most of  us thought it would never reach the United 
States as the miles and distance would keep us safe. Unfortu-
nately, that was not the case. A few months later, in March, 
our world came to a standstill as the Coronavirus began its 
impact on everything. 

We underwent a nationwide quarantine, filled with toilet-
paper shortages, riots, and masks . . . lots and lots of  masks.  
Our local high schools were shut down, and many young 
minds were forced to return home from area colleges and 
universities. Students and parents quickly learned quaran-
tine was not a vacation. Teachers worked to provide on-line 
instruction, and students struggled to learn by it.  We were 
all forced inside our homes. Event after event was canceled. 
Cruise nights took over as the social event from town to 
town.  

Now months later, as restrictions and cancelations are 
shifting to limitations, we are once again able to enjoy many 

of  the things we unknow-
ingly had taken for granted. 
This being just one of  the 
many life lessons taught 
during the 2020 pandemic. 

The year 2020 proved 
that life could change in 
an instant; it taught us to 
slow down and make time 
for what is important. We 
learned the value of  family 
and friends,  and sometimes 

six feet apart feels very far. We learned the value of  a hand-
shake at the end of  a game and the importance of  a hug 
when you run into family or an old friend.  We learned to 
adapt and endure, but most importantly, we discovered that 
out of  every bad situation comes some good. 

Speaking of  good, locally, 2020 has produced some very 
noticeable and positive changes in our community. As you 
drive through downtown Elgin, you cannot help but notice 
the new improvements. Beginning with the sidewalk project 
that started in early July, Elgin’s community has undergone 
a drastic facelift.  

Shortly after the sidewalk renovations began, Community 
Club President Bruce Clark presented the idea to replace 
the outdated streetlights. Bruce reached out to various local 
organizations for support and took the idea to the city coun-
cil.  A fund drive sponsored by the Elgin Community Club 
proved the community’s support. Corners and curbs were 
widened, and railings were recently installed on the new 
sidewalks’ elevated levels. The highway running through 
our community also was resurfaced, and dangerous pot-
holes became a thing of  the past. 

 Although the project created some traffic delays, detours, 
a few weeks of  downtown darkness, and for some . . . getting 
a little tar on your vehicle, the end result was well worth it. 
The downtown renovations of  2020 are just another example 
that proves that sometimes our journeys in life force us to 
travel through difficult situations before reaching the posi-
tives. 

However, the streets and highways are not the only sig-
nificant renovations story in our community this past year 
worth mentioning.  In July, Elgin’s community welcomed a 
new business to the Elgin city limits, as Cordell Waterbury 
moved his ATV and lawnmower business to a beautiful new 
shop along highway 70. 

Also, Lordemann Insurance purchased and relocated to 
the former Elgin Insurance Service building previously 
owned by Kathy Volk. This relocation provided a great op-
portunity for Dean’s Market to further his conveniences 
and expand his current business to include beer, liquor, and 
distilled spirits.  

Covid, construction, and community growth are just three 
notable highlights of  the past year that came to my mind 
as I reflected on events in our community this past year. 
These highlights are just a few reminders that despite the 
many challenges of  2020, our community and its residents 
not only survived but, in many ways, improved.  As we enter 
the new year, I hope the events . . . or lack of  events in 2020,  
as well as the many life lessons taught this past year,  will 
make 2020 a year we never forget.  

Should it be ‘goodbye’ 
or ‘good riddance’ to 2020

Nebraska Extension is 
accepting applications for 
its 2021 Master Gardener 
Volunteer training program. 
The 2021 training will take 
place virtually.

The Nebraska Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer 
program is a horticulture-
related volunteer training 
program based in many 
counties and has been part 
of  Nebraska Extension since 
1976. Volutneers are trained by 
Nebraska Extension faculty 
and staff  in horticulture, 
environmental, and landscape-
system related topics. It was 
designed for individuals 
interested in learning more 
about gardening and landscape 
practices, or who have a 
passion for giving back to 
the community by sharing 
science-based horticulture 
information.

Working through their 
local Extension office, the 
trained volunteers use these 
unique skills, to participate 
in horticulture and landscape 
projects within their 
communities. More specifically, 
they provide education about 

Applications being accepted for 2021
Master Gardener volunteer training

sustainable horticultural 
practices while developing 
valuable partnerships within 
the community and leveraging 
the resources of  Nebraska 
Extension and the University 
of  Nebraska–Lincoln.

Participants are required 
to complete 40 hours of  
class training and 40 
hours of  volunteer service 
during the initial year of  
their involvement in the 
program. The initial training 
curriculum covers topics 
such as plant science, botany, 
insects, weed and wildlife 
management, pesticide 
safety, soils, turfgrass, and 
whole landscape system 
management. 

Volunteers retain their 
certification through annual 
training and volunteering. 
Volunteer tasks may involve 
answering phones at a county 
Extension office, giving 
horticulture presentations 
to community organizations, 
assisting 4-H clubs with garden 
projects, judging horticulture 
exhibits at county and 
state fairs, participating in 
community garden projects, 

writing a garden column for 
the local paper and more.

Class times, location, and 
cost vary across the state 
but are generally offered 
February through May. The 
2021 trainings will be presented 
virtually.  

Volunteer applicants should 
be at least 19 years old, with 
a passion for plants, gardens, 
and an excitement for learning 
more about your landscape 
system. 

Volunteers need to be willing 
to commit to the training and 
volunteer process and meet 
all requirements for yearly 
recertification.

For more information about 
the Nebraska Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteer 
program, find a training 
location coordinator near 
you, or learn to complete 
an application form, visit 
mastergardener.unl.edu. 

The Nebraska Department 
of  Motor Vehicles announced 
that 16 new specialty license 
plates are now available for 
purchase. The new specialty 
plates, created by legislative 
acts, will help different funds 
and organizations, including 
the Nebraska Department of  
Veterans Affairs, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, 
University of  Nebraska Medi-
cal Center, and more. 

“We are pleased to expand 
our offering of  specialty plates 
for those who wish to express 
their individuality or support 
a cause,” said Rhonda Lahm, 
Director of  the Department of  
Motor Vehicles. 

All license plates, including 
new specialty plates, can be 
purchased online. 

“We’re reminding our cus-
tomers that license plates can 
be purchased online in order to 
reduce in-person traffic in state 
and local offices,” Lahm said. 

Those who do purchase a spe-
cialty plate should plan ahead, 
as it may take up to 30 days for 
a specialty plate to be produced 
and sent to a county treasurer’s 
office. 

A list of  license plates and 
fees can be found on the DMV’s 
website, dmv.nebraska.gov/
dvr/license-plates. 

The new specialty plates and 
the organizations and funds 
they support are:

• Military honor plates (Must 
be registered with the Nebras-
ka Veterans’ Registry to pur-
chase): • Air National Guard 

• Global War on Terrorism 
(GWoT) Expeditionary Medal 

• Iraq Campaign Medal 
• Southwest Asia Service 

New specialty license
plates launched last week

Medal 
• Vietnam Service Medal 
• Afghanistan Campaign 

Medal 
New plates with $5 numeric 

and $40 message plate fee: • 
Down Syndrome Awareness – 
portion of  fees goes to UNMC 
Down Syndrome Clinic 

• Support the Arts – portion 
of  fees goes to Nebraska Arts 
Council 

• Prostate Cancer Awareness 
- portion of  fees goes to UNMC 
Nebraska Prostate Cancer 
Research Program 

• The Good Life is Outside - 
portion of  fees goes to Game 
and Parks State Improvement 
and Maintenance 

• Wildlife Conservation, 
Ornate Box Turtle - portion of  
fees goes to the Wildlife Con-
servation Fund 

• Wildlife Conservation, 
Bighorn Sheep - portion of  fees 
goes to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Fund 

• Wildlife Conservation, 
Sandhill Crane - portion of  fees 
goes to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Fund 

• Vets Get Pets – portion of  
fees goes to Vets Get Pets fund 

• Donate Life – portion of  
fees goes to Organ and Tissue 
Donor Awareness and Educa-
tion 

New plate with $5 numeric 
and $70 message plate fee: 

• Support Our Troops – por-
tion of  fees goes to Veterans 
Employment Program 
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Taxes? County or City Government? Schools? Crime?
Are Things Good Or Bad In Our Nation, Our State, Our County, Our Town? 

Everyone Has An Opinion. Express It In A “Letter To The Editor”. 
A signed letter has proven time and again to get the quickest response from officials and the public.
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The Elgin Review

Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

They’re back, the 107th legislature convenes in Lincoln

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

They’re back. The 107th Legislature First Ses-
sion – that’s the long 90-day session in which a 
budget must be drafted and ideas (some new, some 
warmed-over) presented to the nation’s only non-
partisan one-house lawmaking body. 

Business for the 32 Republicans and 17 Demo-
crats will be conducted in a Plexiglas-partitioned, 
socially distanced George W. Norris Legislative 
Chamber that looks nothing like what the Nebras-
ka statesman envisioned in the 30s. 

In fact, perhaps the first order of  business for the 
36 men and 13 women will be to decide if  they are 
going to hit go or pause because of  the pandemic. 
They’ll likely want to select a Speaker and commit-
tee chairs, as usual, first.

The thing that complicates all of  this is the tra-
ditional transparency of  the Nebraska Legislature. 
Public hearings are held on every bill before com-
mittees vote to kill them or advance them to three 

rounds of  debate by the full legislature. The public 
shows up for those hearings, often in droves. How 
can that be safely accomplished during a pandemic?

Mark my word, things will be different for 2021. 
There is plenty of  work to be done to accommo-
date financial changes caused by pandemic-driven 
federal assistance, especially the recently proposed 
version. 

The OpenSky Policy Institute notes that a meas-
ure clarifying businesses can deduct expenses paid 
with forgiven Paycheck Protection Program loans 
will cause a decrease in state income tax revenues 
relative to current projections, which were made 
with an expectation that such expenses could not be 
deducted from taxable income.

The Department of  Corrections recently an-
nounced a push to fund a new 1,500-bed prison, 
which will cost an estimated $230 million. The 
six-year project will face opposition from those 

See TALK, Page Five

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

See RICKETTS, Page Five

What is it about the gift of  
light? It helps us awake to wel-
come the day, plot our path on 
complex roadways, plant and 
harvest crops with precision, 
soak up some sun-kissed vitamin 
D and stand tall against the power 
of  darkness. 

December 21st, the winter 
solstice in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, was the shortest day of  
light and longest, darkest night of  
a long, dark year. Yet, looking to 
the southwest of  our deck about 
an hour after sunset, there it was 
– LIGHT glowing brightly, some-
how silently sending a message 

of  hope for 
health and 
happiness 
in this new 
year. The 
planetary 
conjunc-
tion of  
Jupiter and 
Saturn will 
not appear 
again until 
March 15, 
2080. And, 
though the 
planets ap-
peared as 
one in the 
night sky, 
Jupiter was 
actually 
450 million 

miles in front of  the ringed Sat-
urn. 

While my Elgin address will 
most certainly be West Cedar 
Valley Cemetery in 60 years, what 
I do hope to see year after year is 
Elgin’s Light Up the Night Christ-
mas parade. Occurring on De-
cember 9th in 2020, the new Elgin 
streetlights went dark in order 
to see sparkling bright floats, 
trucks, a riding lawn mower and 
my all-time favorite, the horses. 
Watching them clop, clop, clop 
down main street with lights on 
their hooves was spectacular. 

There are all types of  light in 
our language. Like lite ice cream. 
Really? Or light blue to describe 
a softer hue. Or to make light of, 
meaning to downplay or deem in-
consequential. Or to be light as a 
feather, meaning of  little weight. 
Or spiritual light as in John 1:5 
“The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not over-
come it.”

Visible light is electromagnetic 
radiation that can be detected by 
the human eye. First light, also 
known as dawn, is when rays of  
sunshine start creeping above the 
horizon. Candlelight can inspire 
romanticism, remembering a 
lost loved one or illumine our 
homes when the electricity goes 
out. Traffic lights tell us to go, 
stop or clear the intersection. On 
that last one, a yellow light often 
is interpreted as “gun it” in big 
cities where aggressive driving 
is commonplace. Running a red 
light without soliciting the atten-
tion of  a swirling red light also is 
an often-seen, risky practice. 

A green light can mean getting 
permission to do something, like 
the Elgin City Council giving the 
green light for the recent street-
light project. This helps us see 
our community in a new light. 
Thanks to all businesses and 
individuals who saw the light 
and donated to this pride of  place 
project. 

The word light can describe 
human behavior. A person who is 
kind and helpful often is refer-
enced as all sweetness and light. 
This mannerism can be deceptive 
though. We all know families who 
can be all sweetness and light, 
then fight like cats and dogs when 
the guests leave. 

To see the light of  day means 
to be born. To be out like a light 
means to fall asleep. People can be 
light-hearted or kind; light-head-
ed or inebriated; light on one’s 
feet or to move gracefully, or get 
off  light, such as without punish-
ment. Best yet is to be acquainted 
with someone who is the light of  
your life. 

Light Talk
senators who want to see less-expensive reform in 
sentencing and programming. Corrections hopes 
to use a new prison to ease overcrowding in the 
nation’s second most overcrowded system ranking 
only behind Alabama.

Operating the prison, if  staff  can be recruited, 
would cost $34 million annually. That’s going to be 
a tough sell to the Legislature and an obligation to 
the next administration since the current Governor 
only has two years left in office. It would likely be 
built in the Lincoln or Omaha area and could house 
400 maximum security, 512 medium security and 
600 minimum-security inmates in a complex on 
about 100 to 160 acres.

Expect a number of  pro-
posals stemming from the 
summer of  unrest follow-
ing the police shooting of  
George Floyd in Detroit and 
the shooting death of  James 
Spurlock in Omaha’s Old 
Market during demonstra-
tions. Spurlock was alleged-
ly shot by a bar owner who 
later committed suicide, 
casting new light on mental 
health issues which are also 
prime for discussion.

Lawmakers must enact 
measures that will accom-
modate ballot issues passed 
by voters in November. That 
includes: removing slavery 
as a criminal punishment; 
increasing the length of  
time for the payback of  Tax 
Increment Financing projects; and three relating to 
casino gaming at licensed horse-racing tracks. 

The casino bills involve implementation, regula-
tion and disbursement of  taxes. Debate on each 
of  those topics promises to be complicated and 
lengthy. Given that the Governor actively cam-
paigned against the gambling measures, implemen-
tation could also be a slow process. Remember how 
long it took to implement voter-approved Medicaid 
expansion, which he also opposed?

There will be five new faces this year and three 
previously term-limited returning veterans. What 
that does to the learning curve remains to be seen.

Oh, lest I forget. There may be a need to make 
adjustments to the hastily approved property tax 
relief  measure lawmakers passed near the end of  
their pandemic-delayed acrimonious session last 
year. Buckle up; this could be a rough ride.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

The Cornhusker State is the best place in the world to 
live, work, and raise a family.  That’s not just something 
we say—it’s reflected in national data.  On a per capita ba-
sis, Nebraska welcomes more babies into the world each 
year than almost any other state. 

Over the years, Nebraska has worked to protect the 
sacredness of  life from the moment it begins.  Our pro-
life culture is evident all across Nebraska.  We see it in 

volunteers at crisis pregnancy cent-
ers.  We see it in families who brave 
all kinds of  weather to participate 
in pro-life walks and prayer vig-
ils.  We see it as we drive down our 
highways on pro-life billboards and 
license plates.  We see it in the way 
Nebraskans treat one another with 
dignity and respect.  

This month marks 48 years since 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. 
Wade decision, which legalized 
abortion in all 50 states.  Tragically, 
millions of  babies have died since 
Roe, and more than 800,000 unborn 
babies continue to be killed by 
abortions each year.  Abortion on 
demand is a betrayal of  our nation’s 
founding commitment to the self-ev-
ident truth that every human being 
is endowed by their Creator with the 
unalienable right to life. 

In Nebraska, we are working to get back to our founding 
values.  We are a pro-life state.  We believe every life has 
dignity and deserves the opportunity to grow and flour-
ish.  That’s why Nebraska’s state law says that it is “the 
will of  the people of  the State of  Nebraska and the mem-
bers of  the Legislature to provide protection for the life of  
the unborn child whenever possible.”  And we have a long 
tradition of  passing pro-life legislation.

• In 1991, Senator Bernice Labedz of  Omaha, a Demo-
crat, led the effort to enact a law requiring parental notifi-
cation before a minor receives an abortion.

• In 2002 and 2004, Lt. Governor Mike Foley, who was a 

Senator at the time, helped create new laws making fetal 
homicide and fetal assault a crime. 

• In 2010, then-Speaker Mike Flood of  Norfolk success-
fully championed the “Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion Act,” making Nebraska the first state in the nation to 
ban abortion after 20 weeks of  gestation. 

• In 2011, Senator Lydia Brasch of  Bancroft further 
strengthened laws requiring parental consent before a 
minor receives an abortion.

During my time in office, we’ve continued to affirm the 
dignity of  life through a variety of  initiatives.

In 2017, Senator Joni Albrecht championed the Com-
passionate Care for Medically Challenging Pregnancies 
Act.  Tragically, some unborn children are diagnosed 
with lethal fetal anomalies.  The Compassionate Care Act 
ensures that doctors fully equip women with information 
on perinatal hospice care at the time of  these difficult 
diagnoses.  By doing so, patients and their families gain 
immediate awareness of  resources and support services 
to help them cope with this heartbreaking challenge.

In 2018, the Legislature and I worked together to pass a 
pro-life budget, which ensured that state Title X funding 
did not fund abortion services, including abortion refer-
rals, at any clinic in Nebraska.

In 2018, the Legislature approved LB 1040 to provide 
commemorative certificates to mothers who miscarry 
prior to the 20th week of  pregnancy.  This bill affirms the 
dignity of  life and humanely acknowledges the loss that a 
mother undergoes through miscarriage.

In 2019, Senator Albrecht of  Thurston sponsored a bill 
to bolster the state’s informed consent protections.  It re-
quires doctors to direct women to information on how to 
reverse the abortion pill when the drug is prescribed. 

Last year, we passed what is perhaps the biggest pro-life 
bill of  the past decade.  Senator Suzanne Geist sponsored 
LB 814 to end the barbaric practice of  dismemberment 
abortion in Nebraska, and I signed it into law in August.

Our fight against the injustice of  abortion is ongoing.  
There are a number of  ways you can be involved this 
month.  First, I ask you to join me in praying for the end 

Goodbye 2020, looking forward to 2021
With Christmas festivities 

coming to an end and an ending 
to the New Year celebrations, it’s 
time to finally go back to school. 
My parents, like many other 
parents, are pretty excited for 
their kids to get back into their 
normal routine. I, on the other 
hand, could use a bit more time 
before that 
first day 
back. 

Although 
I should 
be excited 
about going 
back to 
school, as 
it is my last 
semester in 
high school, 
I feel like 
Christmas 
break flew 
by. Between 
getting 
together 
with family, 
holiday 
cleaning, 
work, etc., I 
never feel like there was enough 
time for what I wanted to do over 
our break from school. 

For instance, I had a great start 
before Christmas by doing a deep 

School break
just flew by

See VIEW, Page Six
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As we move into this new year, let’s hope we all go light on each 
other. In light of  the current health, economic, political and ra-
cial situation in this country, please do not light into someone for 
having a different view from yours. Instead of  hiding ones light 
under a bushel basket, attempt to shed light or understanding. 

Where you can have a positive influence, light a fire under 
someone to help find the light at the end of  the tunnel. Just like 
Elgin’s new streetlights and the lights on the horses’ hooves at 
the Christmas parade, each of  us can be a light in the darkness 
for our family, friends, neighbors and community. Happy New 
Year! 

Send comments to jane.schuchardt@gmail.com. 

From Page Four
Talk

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

January 6th on the church 
calendar is the Feast of  the 
Epiphany. It’s the day that 
brings the season of  Christ-
mas to a close. It’s a day that 
celebrates the visit by Wise 
Men to the Holy Family. It’s a 
day for enlightenment, a day 
for remembering the wisdom 
of  following a star—for stay-
ing true to our guiding light.  
It’s a day to be reminded that 

Herod’s 
words 
were 
not to be 
trusted. 
Though 
he was 
King, the 
Wise Men 
did not 
acquiesce 
to his re-
quest to 
return to 
him with 
news 
of  the 
newborn-
King 
Jesus’ 
wherea-
bouts. 
Herod 

falsely proclaimed that he too 
wished to pay tribute to the 
baby, but the Magi, with the 
help of  angels who visited 
them in their dreams under-
stood clearly Herod’s motives 
and went home by a different 
way.

This January 6th is not only 
Epiphany, it is the day the Con-
gress of  the United States of  
America gathers to ratify the 
election of  Joseph R. Biden as 
the 46th President of  the Unit-
ed States. Since the election in 
November sixty-one lawsuits 
have been filed on behalf  of  
President Trump challenging 
the results in different states. 
Sixty of  the suits have failed 
in courts of  law presided over 

by justices appointed by both 
Republicans and Democrats. 
There have been no instances, 
verified by evidence in any 
court of  law, of  voter fraud on 
a level that would change the 
results of  November’s election. 
In recent days our President 
has called for protests in the 
streets of  Washington D.C. and 
has cajoled and pressured and 
leaned on Republican leaders 
across the country to do some-
thing to overturn the results of  
the election.

In the midst of  this, we 
would do well to follow the lead 
of  the Magi who made their 
way to visit baby Jesus; the 
one whom scriptures affirm 
is the way and the truth and 
the life. Truth matters. When 
they could tell that King Herod 
was not truthful with them, 
the Magi found a better way. 
It’s time for us, as a nation, 
no matter our political affili-
ations, no matter how we’ve 
voted in recent elections, to 
reclaim truthfulness as a guid-
ing light. It’s time for us to find 
a better way. For those of  us 
who are Christian, it’s time for 
us to reclaim what the eighth 
of  our Ten Commandments 
teaches us, “Do not Bear False 
Witness.” It’s time for us to 
refuse to support the machina-
tions of  those whose methods 
and motives play loose with the 

Truth as a guiding light
of  abortion in the United States.  For the second consecutive 
year, I am proclaiming a statewide day of  prayer on January 
22nd, which is the anniversary of  Roe v. Wade.  Second, take 
part in the Nebraska Walk for Life on January 16, 2021.  It 
will begin at 10:00 AM on the north steps of  the State Capi-
tol.  More information is available on the Nebraska Right 
to Life website.  Third, consider volunteering your time or 
resources to help the expectant parents and young families 
in your community.  Preparing to give birth and care for a 
young child is exciting but also daunting.  Let’s rally around 
our moms and dads to provide them with a strong network 
of  support on the journey of  parenthood. 

Protecting the dignity of  life has been, is, and will remain 
a core value of  what is means to be a Nebraskan.  If  you 
would like updates on the pro-life priorities in the Legisla-
ture in 2021, please write me at pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov 
or call 402-471-2244.  Throughout the session, I encourage 
you to stay in touch with your State Senator about pro-life 
legislation.  

From Page Four
Ricketts

truth. 
Politicians and pundits lie 

freely on all sides of  the politi-
cal aisle in the press and in the 
media where there is no cost to 
them for misleading the public. 
Lies uttered to save one’s hide 
and to further one’s causes 
carry little cost in our culture. 
So, how do we know what’s 
true and what isn’t? 

In our country one way to 
gauge the truth is in our courts 
of  law. Lawyers and witnesses 
certainly lie in court, but if  it 
is proven they have lied, they 
are held accountable—sen-
tenced to prison, or stiff  fines, 
or both. Lawyers proven to 
have lied in court lose their 
licenses to practice law in the 
future. And in sixty out of  
sixty-one cases, lawyers rep-
resenting the President have 
failed to make their case, be-
cause there have been no cases 
to be made without perjuring 
themselves. 

My prayer is that on January 
6th our nation will not descend 
into violence because some of  
us have been misled by politi-
cians who put their self-inter-
est above the best interests of  
our nation. My prayer is that 
people from across the political 
spectrum will choose to follow 
the way of  our Savior, which 
is the way of  truth and that by 
doing so we might have life. 

The mobile food pantry, sponsored by the Neligh United Meth-
odist Church as well as various other churches, individuals, and 
businesses in the area, will be dispersing food on Tuesday, Jan. 
19, from 3-5 p.m. on the east side of  the American Legion Club in 
Neligh.  

According to Jeanie Juracek, cars should park on the west 
side of  the Legion Club in the blocked off  street. Food Bank 
for the Heartland  is only allowing recipients to pick up food 
for themselves and one other family if  they have a signed note 
from whomever they are picking up for. That same agency has 
requested we collect the total number of  households served as 
well as the ages of  household members in these groups: ages 
0-18, ages 19-64, and age 65+. We will use que cards in (English / 
Spanish) to collect that information. Recipients will just hold up 
how many fingers to answer the questions then move on. lt will 
still be held outside using a drive-up delivery where recipients 
will remain in their vehicles and volunteers will load the food for 
them. The pantry will be held regardless of  weather. 

New rules for mobile food pantry
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winter cleaning in my room. I refolded all of  my clothes, 
hung up more clothes, got rid of  clothes, dusted, swept, 
mopped, organized my jewelry -- the list of  the cleaning I 
did to my room is endless. However, as Christmas came and 
went, with all the new gifts I got, my closet took a drastic 
turn for the worst. 

And then the addition of  my birthday gifts soon after 
did not help. The rest of  my room, on the other hand, has 
remained clean. 

I even took down my Christmas decorations and put up 
some of  my new decor that I got for my birthday. But with 
such little time before school starts, I see no chance of  
getting to my closet anytime soon. 

Another task I wanted to take on was a bit of  cooking. As 
I said before, I am probably the worst cook to ever exist and 
my skills strictly reside with the use of  a microwave. 

But as I leave for college soon, I thought that learning to 
cook a few more recipes wouldn’t be a bad idea. As busy and 
crazy as the holidays can - and did get, I didn’t learn a whole 
lot. 

However, I did make General Tso’s chicken and rice 
the other night that was pretty good, even my brother 
complimented the food. 

When I told my mom about my big accomplishment she 
asked, “how did you make the chicken?” Well, I may have 
cheated a little bit as it was pre-cooked chicken that you 
put in the oven, and the sauce only had to be heated up. 
But I did make the rice myself. Either way I take it as an 
accomplishment for me. 

Nonetheless, I still would have liked to cook a bit more, 
and as I know second semester will be busier than ever with 
school, activities, scholarships, graduation plans, etc., there 
won’t be a lot of  time to test out my cooking abilities. 

I also would have liked to do a few more things like 
cleaning my car, attempt some baking, clean the bathroom 
and get ahead on a few school things. I know that it is 
probably time to get back into a routine, as crazy-schedule-
packed as that routine may be. 

However, in the back of  my mind, I know that there is only 
one more semester of  all the craziness of  high school left, 
and I cannot waste one minute and cherish all of  my lasts of  
high school. 

From Page Four
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Agricultural producers and private landowners interested in 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can sign up for the 
popular program beginning today, Jan. 4, 2021, until Feb. 12, 2021. 
The competitive program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for land devoted 
to conservation purposes.

“This signup for the Conservation Reserve Program gives 
producers and landowners an opportunity to enroll for the first 
time or continue their participation for another term,” FSA State 
Executive Director Nancy Johner said. “This program encour-
ages conservation on sensitive lands or low-yielding acres, which 
provides tremendous benefits for stewardship of  our natural 
resources and wildlife.”

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance 
wildlife habitat on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who partici-
pate in CRP help provide numerous benefits to their local region 

CRP general signup has begun; will end February 12
and the nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup 
is held annually and is competitive.

New cropland offered in the program must have been planted 
for four out of  six crop years from 2012 to 2017. Additionally, pro-
ducers with land already enrolled but expiring on Sept. 30, 2021, 
can re-enroll this year. The acreage offered by producers and 
landowners is evaluated competitively; accepted offers will begin 
Oct. 1, 2021.

CRP signup informational resources, including an educational 
video and the opportunity to sign up for online, live question and 
answer sessions, have been posted at nebraskapf.com/crp-sign-
up/. Three question and answer forums are scheduled for Jan. 
19 at noon MST; Jan. 20 at 6 p.m. CST; and Jan. 21 at noon CST. 
These virtual meetings are being hosted by several Nebraska 
natural resource and wildlife partners.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of  the largest private-
lands conservation programs in the United States. The program 
marked its 35-year anniversary in December 2020.

In October 2020, Bomgaars stores held a “Night of Festive Fun & Holiday Shopping - just for Ladies”. 
Bomgaars joined with local cancer centers/hospitals to bring awareness of women’s health issues 
and passed along a 20% discount for ladies that evening. Last week, Mike Olson, manager of Bom-
gaars in Neligh presented a check for $598.48 to Diane Carlin, AMH CEO, who accepted the gift on 
behalf of Antelope Memorial Hospital. The gift is a donation by Bomgaars from a portion of the “La-
dies Night” total sales. The funds are to be used to assist cancer screening at AMH. Photo submitted

Donation benefits AMH cancer screening

The Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association (NSAA) 
announced effective January 
4, 2021, new guidelines for 
circumstances related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

For the first time during 
the winter sports season, the 
public will be allowed to attend 
games.

“The health and safety of  
students, staff, and local com-
munities remain the priority 
of  the NSAA as we provide 
opportunities to participate 
in the winter sports season. 
Each school has the authority 
to determine if  it will continue 
to participate in the 2020-21 
Winter Season,” according to a 
press release from the NSAA. 

During the season it will be 
the responsibility of  the host 
school to provide administra-
tive oversight and compliance 
with established COVID-19 
guidelines in accordance with 
their local health departments 
and facilities. 
For all winter activities

The NSAA is requiring the 
following of  schools, officials 
and spectators for all winter 
season contests: 

• Active participants are 
permitted, but not required, 
to wear face coverings during  
competition/performance. 

• Coaches and non-active par-
ticipants (those not currently 
on the court, mat or stage) are 
required to wear face coverings 

NSAA says public now allowed to attend school activities

For end-of-the-year columns, 
it’s customary to recap the 
events of  the past 12 months, 
usually highlighting a mix of  
the good and the bad. Because 
this year has been dominated 
by health, in particular COV-
ID-19, and my beat is health, 
it seems fitting to reflect on 
where we are. Where we are is 
not good.

A headline in the Los Ange-
les Times seemed to sum up the 
current state of  the U.S. health 
care system: “Bodies pile up, 
patient care falters as COV-
ID-19 devastates L.A. County 
hospitals.” In the Times’ story 
a hospital critical care nurse 
says, “No one would believe 
this is the United States.” In-
deed, they would not. 

A story from Wisconsin tells 
us that a hospital pharmacist 
deliberately destroyed some 
500 doses of  vaccine. No reason 
given, at least none the media 
have reported. This behavior, 

THINKING 
ABOUT HEALTH

Rural Health News
Trudy Lieberman

at all times. 
• Spectators are required to 

wear face coverings at all times 
while attending indoor events. 

• Face coverings must cover 
the nose and mouth. 

• Attendance is restricted to 
50% of  occupancy.

• The host school may estab-
lish additional requirements in 
consultation with local health 
departments.

The picture of health in America is not so rosy
I dare say, would have been 
unheard of  in 1947 when New 
York City managed to vacci-
nate five million people against 
smallpox in two weeks. 

At the end of  2020, 
the government’s 
goal of  vaccinating 
20 million people 
against COVID by 
the last day of  De-
cember fell way short 
with only 2.7 million 
doses administered. 
In some ways that is 
hardly surprising, 
given how chaotic 
the whole COVID 
affair has been since 
the beginning. First, 
we failed to recog-
nize how lethal the 
virus was; then we 
were slow to get test-
ing up and running; 
next came problems 
with contact tracing 
because Americans 
were reluctant to cooperate. 
Lab results were delayed. 
Americans flouted the rules 
and advice to stay home, and 
on it went until we find our na-
tion in a very unenviable posi-
tion at the beginning of  2021. 

Yet the mythology surround-
ing our health care system – 
that it is the best in the world 
– continues. This year has 
shown that America, contrary 
to its self-image, does not have 
the most effective and efficient 
health care system in the 
world. That’s a bitter pill for 
many Americans to swallow. 

At the end of  December, a 
new study emerged in the jour-
nal JAMA Internal Medicine 
that further deflates America’s 
standing. It found that wealthy, 
white Americans generally 
have better health outcomes 
than the average U.S. citizen 
but generally worse outcomes 
than average citizens in other 
higher income countries. In 
other words, the U.S. continues 
to spend gobs of  money on 
health care but doesn’t neces-
sarily get a healthier popula-
tion for its expenditures.  Not a 
lot of  bang for the buck!

Two pieces I wrote this year 
drove home that point for me. 
They showed the inadequacy 
of  health care for too many 
rural Americans even in “nor-
mal” times when there’s no 
virus lurking among us. One 
woman from a sparsely popu-
lated county in central Nebras-
ka recently wrote to tell me 

about the lack of  in-network 
doctors available to people 
who join Medicare Advantage 
plans. Those plans require sen-
iors to use network physicians 

to get benefits. If  
they don’t, the result 
is high out-of-pocket 
bills.

If  people in those 
sparsely populated 
regions don’t have 
doctors who pass 
muster with their 
insurance company, 
how many go with-
out care?

Another piece 
I wrote discussed 
federally quali-
fied health centers, 
which serve many 
low-income com-
munities across the 
country. Doctors 
at one such health 
center in western 
Nebraska serve 17 

low-population counties, and 
patients drive many miles to 
see a doctor. Those doctors also 
report that they examine more 
patients for dental problems 
than for other medical issues. 
That speaks to lack of  access 
to oral health care for way 
too many Americans; another 
health problem policymakers 
brush off.

Although the pandemic 
has exposed serious flaws in 
America’s health care arrange-
ments, maybe, just maybe, it 
will spark a serious national 
discussion about the kind of  
health system we want for eve-
ryone when the postmortem on 
COVID-19 is done.

In the meantime, all of  us 
will have to figure out how 
to get tested, get vaccinated, 
and stay safe without a lot of  
reliable information to guide 
us along the way. Because so 
much of  the information from 
the federal government has 
been politicized, I turned to the 
website of  Britain’s National 
Health Service www.nhs.uk, 
which I’ve visited and written 
about several times. 

It is a model of  clarity and 
good information about COV-
ID. For example, the advice for 
pregnant women and those 
thinking about becoming preg-
nant was the clearest I’ve seen. 
The website also tells visitors 
when it was last updated and 
when the next update will be. 

That website shows how 
much better America could be.

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday,  January 11: 
BBQ pork, sweet potatoes, 
macaroni  sa lad ,  fr ui t 
cocktail, milk.

Tuesday, January 12: 
Chicken pot  pie  soup 
(chicken, mixed veggies, 
celery & carrots), bread 
pudding, pears, biscuit, 
milk.

Wednesday, January 13: 
Fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, corn, pineapple, 
roll, milk.

Thursday, January 14: 
Spaghetti bake, hamburger, 
green beans, peaches, garlic 
toast, milk.

Friday, January 15: Pizza 
burger, cheesy potatoes, 
carrots, oranges, peach 
cobbler milk.

(Menu subject to change)

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Proceedings — Antelope County Board of Equalization

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
JnS Enterprises Inc. a corpo-

ration, shall engage in any lawful 
business for which a corporation 
may be formed under the Ne-
braska Model Business Corpora-
tion Act.  The aggregate number 
of shares which the Corporation 
shall have authority to issue is 
100 shares of common stock, 

Notice of Incorporation — JnS Enterprises Inc.
with the par value of $0.001 per 
share. Perpetual existence com-
menced on November 16 2020 
when Articles of Incorporation 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State. Affairs are to be conducted 
by the Board of Directors and of-
ficers authorized by the Bylaws 
and the Board. The registered 
office of the corporation is 53151 

845 Rd, Tilden, NE 68781 and 
the registered agent at such ad-
dress is Joseph D. Tegeler. The 
name and street address of the 
incorporator is LegalZoom.com, 
Inc., 101 N. Brand Blvd., 10th 
Floor, Glendale, CA 91203.
PUBLISH: December 23 & 30, 
2020 & January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION

Neligh, NE
December 29th, 2020

Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

A complete record of these 

minutes as well as all resolu-
tions and agreements are on file 
at the County Clerk’s Office and 
are open to the public.

Approved two (2) tax roll cor-
rections.

Meeting adjourned.

Antelope County Board of 
Equalization

CHARLIE HENERY, Chairman
Attest:  LISA PAYNE
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice — SunVest Solar, Inc.
Public Notice Announcing the 
Availability of a Finding of No 

Significant Impact 
The United States Department 

of Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment (RD) has made a Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FON-
SI) with respect to a request for 
possible financing assistance to 
Elkhorn Solar, LLC for the con-
struction of a solar array approxi-
mately five miles west of Elgin, 
NE.  If the public wishes to ob-
tain copies of the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and FONSI, 
or for further information, con-
tact: Jeff Carpenter, RD Energy 
Coordinator at (402) 437-5554 
or jeff.carpenter@usda.gov or 
100 Centennial Mall North, Suite 

308, Lincoln, NE 68508.  The EA 
and FONSI are also available for 
public review at the RD Office. 

The proposed project con-
sists of installing a 1.938 MW 
solar array on an approximately 
30-acre site. Some tree clear-
ing and grading will be required 
on the site. Disturbed areas will 
be revegetated with native seed 
mix.

The availability of the EA for 
public review was announced via 
notice in the Elgin Review on De-
cember 2, 2020. A 14-day com-
ment period was announced in 
the newspaper notice(s). The EA 
was also available for public re-
view at the locations mentioned 
above.  No public comments 

were received 
Based on its EA, commitments 

made by the Elkhorn Solar, LLC, 
and lack of public comments re-
ceived, RD has concluded that 
the project would have no sig-
nificant impact (or no impacts) 
to water quality, wetlands, flood-
plains, land use, aesthetics, 
transportation, or human health 
and safety or on resources listed 
or eligible for listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

Therefore, RD has determined 
that this FONSI fulfills its obliga-
tions under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act, for its action 
related to the project. 
PUBLISH: January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Lori L. Schrader
NOTICE

Estate of LORI L. SCHRADER, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that 
on December 30, 2020, in the 
County Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR20- 
43, David C. Schrader, whose 

mailing address is 52352 853 
Road, Neligh, Nebraska 68756, 
has been appointed as personal 
representative of this estate.

Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court 
on or before March 7, 2021 or 
be forever barred. Creditors 

shall submit their claims to the 
Antelope County Court, P.O. Box 
26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH:  January 6, 13 & 20, 
2021
ZNEZ

By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

Elgin and the surrounding 
community, despite the COVID 
pandemic, continued to move 
forward in the second half  of  
2020.

Here’s a look back at the final 
six months of  the year.
July

A medical benefit for resi-
dent Gene Heithoff  was held 
at the KC Hall following his 
accident with his semi-trailer 
truck. 

Two recycling bins were 
placed on the north side of  the 
garage next to the St. Boniface 
gym that will replace the nor-
mal PJCC paper drive. 

A grand opening was held 
for Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal’s new Senior Life Solutions 
Clinic.

At a special meeting of  the 
Elgin City Council, the council 
unanimously voted to approve 
the purchase and installation 
of  new street lights in the 
business district along Second 
Avenue.

The Elgin Community Club’s 
annual Steak Fry was held at 
the Elgin City Park rather than 
Kerkman’s Kove in order to 
social distance.

Pope John was finally able to 
celebrate their Jr./Sr. Prom in 
the middle of  July. 

The North Central District 
Health Department says seven 
new cases of  COVID connected 
to the county were reported 
within a week’s timespan. 

Norlyn Bartens was ordained 
at the Office of  the Holy Minis-
ters and installed as the pastor 
at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Elgin and Grace Lutheran 
Church in Neligh.

The Class of  2020 Pope John 
seniors were able to receive 
their diplomas at their gradua-
tion ceremony.

The Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District was noti-
fied that it will receive $23,750 
from the Nebraska Environ-
mental Trust  for the develop-
ment and implementation of  
residual soil nitrate sampling 
in the upper Elkhorn NRD for 
groundwater nitrate reduction 
product. 

A mound of  dirt is believed 
to be the cause of  an ATV 
accident that claimed the life 
of  rural Elgin resident Duane 
Childers. 

Based on monitoring trends 
in COVID-19 Data, the North 
Central District Health Depart-
ment jurisdiction moved into 
Phase IV of  the Governor’s 
Directive Health Measure.
August

Allyson Selting received the 
Kalin Henn Memorial Award 
at the Antelope County Fair in 
recognition of  her extraordi-
nary character, determination, 
and commitment in the 4-H 
poultry area.

At the 95th Annual Wheeler 
County Fair, officials recog-
nized Roy and Lu Plugge with 
the 2020 Good Hand Award.

Rose Wiehn, a proud grand-
mother, had her once white 
shed transformed by 15 of  her 
grandchildren into a 60 foot 
beautiful artwork. 

Boone County Health Center 
announces Tori Petsche as a 
new board member. 

Elgin Public School, St. 
Boniface Elementary, and Pope 
John High School welcome 
back their students after a long 
break since March.

Elgin resident Todd Heithoff  
was among the Antelope Coun-
try Club match play winners 
along with Alex Hughes and 
Eric Maple.

The City of  Elgin’s website 
had a big change with a new 
design by summer intern 
Hunter Reestman to be a more 
manageable site.

The 38th annual Antique 
Tractor Pull/Horse plowing 
bee was held at the Charlie 
Huis’ farm west of  Petersburg.

Governor Pete Rickets hosted 

a ceremonial bill signing for 
LB1107 that will deliver prop-
erty tax relief  to Nebraskans 
through refundable income tax 
returns. 
September

Joleen (Suhr) Koenig decided 
to step away from delivering 
seed to become the new man-
ager of  the Elgin Community 
Center. 

EPPJ sports began their 
season with the football team 
losing 62 to 14 to St. Mary’s and 
the Wolfpack volleyball team 
falling to LHNE in three sets.

Bev Clark announced that 
Megan Beckman was added to 
the staff  at Lordemann Insur-
ance/Elgin Insurance Services 
to work part-time to assist cus-
tomers with health insurance. 

After 36 years of  service, 
Elgin City Clerk Vicky Miller 
attended her last regular 
meeting before her retirement 
and handed over her keys to 
Deputy Clerk Kristen Childers, 
who will assume her position.

Wolfpack football team 
claims a 68 to 22 victory over 
Boyd County and EPPJ vol-
leyball falls in a 5 set thriller to 
Burwell.

Elgin’s 20 new street lights 
which adorn Second Street and 
adjacent areas were finally lit 
for all to see. 

The Elgin City Park was 
buzzing with activity on Sun-
day with Treasures in the Park 
and the Elgin Car, Pickup,and 
Bike Show and  Shine. 

Wolfpack volleyball team 
dominates Creighton Bulldogs 
in a 4 set victory while the 
Wolfpack football team gains 
another victory against the 
CWC Renegades 24 to 22.

A farming accident claimed 
the life of  rural Elgin resident 
LeRoy Kerkman, 74. 

PJCC Homecoming Royalty 
was announced with Queen 
Harlie Bode and King Layne 
Bullock as a start to homecom-
ing festivities. 

Thanks to the Free Trees for 
Fall Planting program, Young 
N’ Lively members Connie 
Dvorak and Kathy Dinslage 
were able to give a brief  pres-
entation to the first graders 
before planting news tree at 
the Elgin City Park.
October

Theanna Dunn was crowned 
homecoming queen along with 
Joey Getzfred and Jordan Lind-
gren as homecoming kings at 
the coronation ceremony at 
Elgin Public Schools. 

Meis and Sons LLC directed 
a $2500 donation to Pope John 
to help upgrade Chromebooks 
for seventh graders.

St. Boniface Elementary 
School fundraiser a 50s and 60s 
themed Cabaret show was a hit 
under the direction of  new mu-
sic teacher Christine Koeppe. 

Wolfpack netters top Elkhorn 
Valley in 3 sets on parent’s day.

The Elgin Volunteer Fire De-
partment celebrated National 
Fire Prevention Week with 
local students and received a 
$2500 check from the Elgin Ko-
Ed Group. 

There was a large turnout 
for the Eric Heithoff  family 
medical benefit after his Acute 
Leukemia diagnosis. People 
dine on pulled pork sandwich-
es, desserts, and participated 
in a silent and live auction.

After an endless summer of  
construction, crew members 
made quick work of  milling 
and resurfacing Highway 14 
through downtown Elgin.

Deb Jones to again teach mu-
sic at Elgin Public as a substi-
tute for Eric Heithoff.

The EPPJ junior high vol-
leyball team captured another 
championship at the Summer-
land Tournament to cap an 
undefeated season. 

Dr. Tyler Bliss of  Grand Is-
land, an Ear, Nose, and Throat 
specialist, began to see patients 
at Boone County Health Center. 

EPPJ Wolfpack football team 
drops the opening round game 

in D2 State Playoffs in a 50-0 
loss against the BDS Eagles.
November

After a big win against the 
Summerland Bobcats, the 
EPPJ volleyball team’s season 
came to an end at the district 
championship against Harting-
ton Cedar Catholic. 

Yoli Anderson brought holi-
day magic to downtown Elgin 
with her eye-catching display 
in the Elgin Bargain Box win-
dow.

From her small-town Nebras-
ka roots to working in Wash-
ington D.C on a government 
relations grassroots team, Ivy 
Prater credits her success to 
her skills and determination 
she learned while growing up 
in Elgin to her transition to 
D.C. 

For many across Antelope 
County and surrounding areas, 
the 2020 harvest was completed 
the last few days with warm 
temperatures and dry condi-
tions. 

On the 11th day, the 11th 
hour, in the 11th month, the 
young and young at heart 
gather at the Elgin High School 
gymnasium to honor and sup-
port our military veterans. 

The PJCC One Act present 
the performance of  “The Per-
fect Ending” under the direc-
tion of  Jessie Reestman and 
Alan Reicks. 

The Elgin FFA Senior Divi-
sion team consisting of  Carter 
Beckman, Allyson Selting, 
Taylynne Charf, and Marissa 
Preister, claimed the champi-
onship over 26 teams and will 
compete at the State FFA Live-
stock Judging Contest.

Pope John one act cast and 
crew place 1st in the NVC 
tournament hosted at the Pope 
John schools.
December

The Thanksgiving Bazaar 
survived the “Year of  COVID” 
serving over 800 takeout orders 
all under the COVID-19 guide-
lines. 

Elgin Public School’s one act 
performed “The Odyssey” for 
the public under the direction 
of  Sonia Rittscher and Dorothy 
Heithoff.

The Elgin FFA Chapter initi-
ated a Christmas coat drive for 
those in need.

Elgin Public Junior/Senior 
high school performs their an-
nual Christmas concert.

EPPJ boys basketball team 
wins season opener against 
Niobrara-Verdigre 58 to 51 
while the EPPJ Girl’s basket-
ball team misses victory 56-53 
against Niobrara-Verdigre.

The Elgin Public school 
board said goodbye to two dedi-
cated members Stan Heithoff  
and Doug Jones after many 
years of  service.

Santa Claus came to town 
and listened to many children’s 
wish lists who took their turn 
sitting on his lap. After visiting 
with Santa, the town was able 
to enjoy the annual Christmas 
light parade.

Three students from Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic 
High School were inducted into 
the National Honor Society, 
Skyler Meis, Carter Beckman, 
and Linus Borer.

St. Boniface Elementary, 
Pope John Central Catholic 
High School and Elgin Public 
Elementary school perform 
for the public at their annual 
Christmas concerts.

Four Wolfpack wrestlers, 
Carter Beckman, Kadance 
Dworak, Kali Dworak, and Isa-
bella Smidt, placed at the Elgin 
Public-Pope John Invite. 

The COVID-19 vaccine ar-
rived at Boone County Health 
Center and Antelope Memorial 
Hospital.

Wolfpack girls basketball 
coach Randy Eisenhauer gets 
his 200th career victory at 
the Madison Holiday Tourna-
ment. The Wolfpack defeated 
Tekamah-Herman 42 to 29 in 
the opening round.

2020 — A review of July through December
Elgin’s new downtown lights shined brightly in September.  E-R photo/LMorgan
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MADISON — Playing 
their first game after the 
Christmas holiday, Elgin 
Public-Pope John made the 
shots when it counted most 
to defeat Tekamah-Herman 
42 to 29. 

Playing in the first round 
of  the Madison Holiday 
Tournament, the Wolfpack 
dominated the boards, 
outrebounding the Tigers 50 
to 31.

The game turned in the 
second half  as the Wolfpack 
asserted their dominance. 
Leading 16 to 15 to start 
the third quarter, EPPJ 
outscored their opponent 
26 to 14 over the final two 
quarters to claim their sixth 
victory of  the season.

The Wolfpack got 17 points 
from Ashlynne Charf  and 
10 points from Ally Selting. 
The Wolfpack were 17 of  50 
from the field.

Charf  and her sister 
Taylynne each had 10 
rebounds in the victory.

EPPJ 42 Tekamah-Herman 
29

Tigers……….6   9   8     6 — 29
Wolfpack…...11  5  11  15 — 42
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 1-2 1, Taylynne 
Charf 0-4 2-4 2, Theanna Dunn 
0-0 0-0 0, Ashlynne Charf 7-10 
3-6 17, Skyler Meis 2-11 1-2 
5, Kaylee Ramold 0-2 0-3 0, 
Kirsten Krebs 1-6 0-0 2, Brenna 
Martinsen 0-0 0-0 0, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 2-6 0-0 5, Baylee 
Busteed 0-0 0-0 0, Ally Selting 
5-11 0-0 10. Team totals: 17-50 
7-17 42. Tigers team totals: 10-
46 7-19 29. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 1-13 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer), Tigers 2-13.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 50 (Taylynne Charf 
10, Ashlynne Charf 10), Tigers 
31. Assists — Wolfpack 9 
(Skyler Meis 3, Kaylee Ramold 
3), Tigers 4. Steals — Wolfpack 
14 (Ally Selting 4, Kirsten Krebs 
4), Tigers 10. Turnovers — 

MADISON — Playing the 
Monday after Christmas, 
Wolfpack sophomore Jack 
Wemhoff  made it one to 
remember as his basket 
before the final buzzer gave 
EPPJ a 60 to 58 victory over 
Tekamah-Herman.

Wemhoff ’s play capped 
a wild final minute of  the 
game. 

With the score tied at 58-all 
with just seconds left on the 
clock, twice the Tigers had a 
chance to take the lead. 

Each time they missed the 
free throw. On the second 
missed free throw, EPPJ 
grabbed the rebound and 
got the ball to Wemhoff  who 
then drove the length of  the 
floor then put up a scoop 
shot as he got to the basket 
which was good. The Tigers 
then impounded the ball but 
never got off  a shot as time 
expired.

The Wolfpack controlled 
much of  the second 
half. With Austin Good 
connecting from behind the 
arc and post players Colton 
Wright and Blake Henn 
combining for 22 points in 
the game, EPPJ maintained 
the lead til late in the fourth 
quarter when Tekamah-
Herman made a run to tie 
the score. 

Good led the Wolfpack 
with 15 points and a team-
high three steals.

Freshman Nick Anderson 
pulled down eight rebounds 
to lead in that category.

By virtue of  the victory, 
EPPJ improved their record 
to 4-5. 

EPPJ 60, Tekamah-
Herman 58

Wolfpack — Blake Henn 4-5 
2-4 10, Jack Wemhoff 3-7 
2-5 8, Paiton Hoefer 2-9 2-2 
7, Austin Good 6-10 1-2 15, 
Camryn Pelster 0-3 0-0 0, Nick 
Anderson 4-7 0-1 8, Colton 
Wright 6-7 0-0 12. Team totals: 
25-48 7-14 60. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 3-16 (Austin 
Good 2, Paiton Hoefer 1).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
30 (Nick Anderson 8), Tigers 
34. Assists — Wolfpack 15 
(Jack Wemhoff 8), Tigers 10. 
Steals — Wolfpack 8 (Austin 
Good 3), Tigers 13. Turnovers 
— Wolflpack 14.

EPPJ boys edge
Tekamah-Herman

Wolfpack girls
top Lady Tigers

EPPJ boys & girls teams win Madison Holiday Tournament

Wolfpack goes to OT to defeat Riverside

Girls slay Lady Dragons 55 to 22

MADISON — If  there’s one word 
which might describe the Wolfpack this 
season it’s — resilient.

Down by 13 points after one quarter, 
the Wolfpack boys came back to defeat 
Riverside 52 to 50 in overtime to win the 
Madison Holiday Tournament.

Coach Michael Becker said his 
team’s effort against the Chargers 
may have been their best performance 
on the season. On defense, after the 
first quarter they held the Chargers to 
single-digit scoring over the final three 
quarters and in overtime. On offense, 
EPPJ worked the ball inside to 6’3” 
senior Colton Wright who finished with 
a game-high 21 points.

EPPJ’s first lead in the second half  
came when Wright scored inside to 
make it 40 to 39 with 6:48 in the fourth 
quarter. Back-to-back baskets by Wright 
and Austin Good boosted the lead to 
three points. Then, after Chargers’ free 
throws cut the lead to one point, 44 to 43, 
Nick Anderson made his only field goal 
of  the game with 20 seconds left for a 46 
to 43 lead. But nothing comes easy for 
the Wolfpack as Charger Trent Carraher 
got off  a last second trey over Wright 

and Paiton Hoefer which went in as the 
buzzer sounded to tie the score at 46-all 
and send the game into overtime.

The Wolfpack (5-5) never trailed in the 
overtime period as Wright and Hoefer 
each had three points.

Wright had a big game. In addition to 
his 21 points, he also had 17 rebounds 
for a double-double. Jack Wemhoff  had 
a team-high nine assists and Hoefer led 
the team in steals with five.

Riverside was led in scorng by Tony 
Barger with 19 points, Carraher had 14.

EPPJ 52, Riverside 50 OT
Chargers…………………23  7   9  7  4 — 50
Wolfpack…………………10 12 16 8  6 — 52
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 3-5 0-1 6, Jack 
Wemhoff 1-4 1-2 4, Paiton Hoefer 2-11 4-11 
8, Austin Good 4-7 0-0 9, Camryn Pelster 
1-3 0-0 2, Nick Anderson 1-4 0-1 2, Colton 
Wright 9-17 3-8 21. Team totals: 21-51 8-23 
52. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 2-13 (Jack 
Wemhoff, Austin Good).
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 37 
(Colton Wright 17), Chargers 25 (Tony Berger 
10). Assists — Wolfpack 15 (Jack Wemhoff 
9). Steals — Wolfpack 9 (Paiton Hoefer 5), 
Chargers 9 (Trent Carraher 4). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 18, Chargers 22.

MADISON — Speed kills.
Elgin Public-Pope John’s fast-paced 

attack crushed Madison Thursday 
afternoon, producing a 55 to 22 victory 
in the championship game of  the 
Madison Holiday Tournament.

The Lady Dragons had no answer for 
the Wolfpack’s fast-paced play on both 
ends of  the floor. Jumping out to a 20 
to 7 lead after one quarter, it only got 
worse for the Lady Dragons as they were 
outscored 35 to 15 the rest of  the way.

Three players scored in double figures 
for the Wolfpack, led by freshman 
Ashlynne Charf, continuing her run of  
being the team’s leading scorer.

She got plenty of  help from senior 
Kirsten Krebs and freshman Keyera 
Eisenhauer. Krebs made five of  eight 
shots and finished with 11 points. 
Eisenhauer, a freshman, made three 
treys and finished with 11 points.

Team statistics tell the story of  
this one-sided game. The Wolfpack 
outrebounded their foe 52 to 35 (+17), 
led by Charf  with 10. They also held 
an advantage in steals (20 to 5) and 
turnovers (17 to 38).

The Wolfpack’s largest lead was 36 
points, and, their longest scoring streak 
was 23 points.

Madison was led in scoring by 
Whitney Zessin with nine points.

In the consolation finals, Tekamah-
Herman beat Riverside 51 to 25.

EPPJ 55, Madison 22
Dragons……………………7    4    5   6 — 22
Wolfpack………………….20  12  17  6 — 55
Wolfpack — Emma Lea Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 
0, Taylynne Charf 0-6 1-3 1, Theanna Dunn 
0-3 0-2 0, Ashlynne Charf 5-9 5-6 15, Skyler 
Meis 1-6 1-2 3, Kaylee Ramold 0-2 0-0 0, 
Kirsten Krebs 5-8 1-2 11, Brenna Martinsen 
0-3 2-4 2, Keyera Eisenhauer 4-17 0-3 11, 
Baylee Busteed 2-5 0-0 5, Allyson Selting 
3-8 0-0 7. Team totals: 20-67 10-22 55. 
Madison team totals: 8-35 5-15 22. Three-
point shots — 5-26 (Keyera Eisenhauer 3, 
Baylee Busteed, Ally Selting), Madison 1-6.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 52 
(Ashlynne Charf 10, Keyera Eisenhauer 
8), Madison 35. Assists — Wolfpack 13 
(Ashlynne Charf 4, Taylynne Charf 3), 
Madison 2. Steals — Wolfpack 20 (Ashlynne 
Charf 8), Madison 6. Turnovers — Wolfpack 
17, Madison 38.

Taylynne Charf (3) lunges for a loose ball during Thursday’s championship game. She 
and her teammates defeated the Lady Dragons 55 to 22. E-R photo/DMorgan

Late in Thursday’s game, Paiton Hoefer’s block helped secure a 52 to 50 win over 
Riverside at the Madison Holiday Tournament. E-R photo/DMorgan
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BLOOMFIELD — The 
Wolfpack saw their two-game 
winning streak snapped 
Saturday night as Bloomfield 
dealt EPPJ a 35 to 31 loss.

Playing their third game 
in six days over the holiday 
break, the shots just wouldn’t 
fall for the Wolfpack as they 
connected on only 11 of  50 field 
goal attempts.

The Wolfpack led by four 
points early in the second 
quarter and went into halftime 
up 19 to 18.

The third quarter was cold, 
real cold for EPPJ. Neither 
team scored for the first 
four minutes of  the quarter. 
Wolfpack junior Colton Wright 
broke the scoring drought 
at the 4:03 mark. It would 
be nearly two more minutes 
before Bloomfield added to 
their point total. 

Wright’s three-point play 
would be the only other points 
the Wolfpack would score 
as the teams were tied 24-all 
entering the fourth quarter.

After a Jack Wemhoff  

BLOOMFIELD — Having 
dominated foes in each of  
their seven victories this 
season, Elgin Public-Pope 
John just about got stung 
by Bloomfield’s Queen Bees 
Saturday.

A one-sided first half  turned 
into a “bee fight” in the 
second half  as the Wolfpack 
won a thriller 50 to 48. The 
outcome wasn’t decided until 
Bloomfield’s desperate three-
point shot at the buzzer missed 
the mark.

The Wolfpack had an eight-
point lead early in the third 
quarter only to see Bloomfield 
charge back. In just over a 
three-minute span, Bloomfield 
outscored the Wolfpack eight 
to zero to take a one-point lead 
37-36.

As would be the case the 
rest of  the game, every time 
Bloomfield appeared to seize 
momentum, the Wolfpack 
answered back.

Baskets by Skyler Meis and 
Ally Selting helped EPPJ close 
out the quarter and retake the 
lead 40 to 38.

The Queen Bees scored the 
first five points of  the fourth 
quarter to take a 43 to 40 
lead. Kirsten Krebs and Meis 
answered with back-to-back 
baskets for a 44 to 43 lead with 
over five minutes left to play.

Bloomfield knocked down 
two free throws to retake the 
lead, Krebs and Meis again 
connected to make the score 48 
to 45 with 3:54 on the clock.

Sophomore Taylynne Charf  
then hit her biggest shot of  the 
season, a two-pointer with 2:55 
left to bump up the score to 50 
to 46. It would prove to be the 
game winner as they Wolfpack 
were held scoreless the rest of  
the way, missing the front end 
of  three one-and-ones which 
could have iced the game. 
Bloomfield pulled to within 
two, 50 to 48 with 25 seconds 
left in the contest, but would 
not score again.

The Wolfpack won despite 
committing 23 turnovers 

The Wolfpack boys JV 
team defeated Bloomfield 
36 to 32 Saturday.

Blake Henn led EPPJ 
with 10 points followed 

by David 
Durre 
9, Dylon 
Lueking 
7, Gage 
Thiessen 
7, Myles 
Kittelson 
2 and 

Camryn Pelster 1.
Earlier, the EPPJ JV girls 

topped the Queen Bees JVs 
23 to 9.

Scoring leaders for the 
Wolfpack were Keyera 
Eisenhauer 7, Ellie 
Ruterbories 7, Baylee 
Busteed 6 and Brenna 
Martinsen 3.

Wolfpack edge Queen Bees 50 to 48 Saturday

JV Wrapup

compared to just 11 for the 
Queen Bees.

A key statistic in the 
Wolfpack’s favor was rebounds. 
Behind Ashlynne Charf ’s 
team-high 13 rebounds, EPPJ 
had a decisive 42 to 23 edge on 
the boards. She led the team in 
scoring with 13 points, Krebs 
had 12.

The victory boosts EPPJ’s 
record to 8-2.

EPPJ 50, Bloomfield 48
Wolfpack…….16  14  10  10 — 50
Bloomfield…...14   9   15  10 — 48
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 3-5 
0-0 6, Ashlynne Charf 4-9 4-8 
13, Skyler Meis 3-5 0-1 6, Kaylee 
Ramold 1-4 0-0 3, Kirsten Krebs 
5-6 2-5 12, Brenna Martinsen 0-0 
1-2 1, Keyera Eisenhauer 1-5 0-0 
3, Allyson Selting 2-8 1-2 6. Team 
totals: 19-42 8-18 50, Bloomfield 
team totals: 17-50 10-21 48. 

Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
4-15 (Allyson Selting, Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Skyler Meis, Ashlynne 
Charf), Bloomfield 4-14.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 42 (Ashlynne Charf 
13), Bloomfield 23. Assists — 
Wolfpack 14 (Skyler Meis 3), 
Bloomfield 6. Steals — Wolfpack 9 
(Taylynne Charf 2, Kaylee Ramold 
2), Bloomfield 14. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 23, Bloomfield 11.

Cold shooting costs EPPJ in
35 to 31 loss to Bloomfield

basket, Bloomfield put together 
a five-to-zero run to lead 29 to 
26. The Wolfpack answered 
back with four points from 
Paiton Hoefer to lead 30 to 
29 with 4:18 left to play. The 
Wolfpack would manage 
just one free throw on the 
scoreboard the rest of  the way 
as the Bees scored the last six 
points of  the game to claim the 
victory.

Wright had a team-high 14 
points and 16 rebounds for a 
double-double. He was just one 
of  four Wolfpack players who 
would score in the game.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s 

record to 5-6.
Bloomfield 35, EPPJ 31

Wolfpack………...11  8  5  7 —  31
Bees……………..13  5  6  11 — 35
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 0-2 2-2 
2, Jack Wemhoff 4-8 0-0 8, Paiton 
Hoefer 2-13 2-2 7, Austin Good 
0-9 0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 
0-0 0, Nick Anderson 0-4 0-0 0, 
Colton Wright 5-14 3-5 14, Jordan 
Lindgren 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 
11-50 7-9 31.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 33 (Colton Wright 16). 
Assists — Wolfpack 6 (Jack 
Wemhoff 3). Steals — 15 (Nick 
Anderson 3, Colton Wright 3). 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 7. 

Kirsten Krebs (shooting) made five of six field goal attempts to finish with 12 points in the victory over 
Bloomfield. E-R photo/DMorgan

The Wolfpack allowed very few inside baskets to the Bees thanks 
to the defensive efforts of Jack Wemhoff (2), Blake Henn (0), Austin 
Good (5) and Colton Wright (21). E-R photo/DMorgan


