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The high temperature last 
week was 47 degrees recorded 
on December 28. The low was 
three degrees also on Decem-
ber 28. 

Altogether, 0.59 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
December 26 22 03  
December 27 44 05  
December 28 47 33  
December 29 36 17  0.59
December 30 40 22    
December 31 40 27   
January 1 42 27   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.59
Total for December ........ .. 0.54
Total for 2022 ................. ..17.41

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Wheeler 

Central School District #45
Notice of  Dissolution — Al 

Warner Trucking, LLC
Notice to Bidders — Ante-

lope County
Notice of  Organization — 

Suckstorf  Farms LLC
Notice  —  Estate of  Nadine 

Hughes
The Elgin Review is the 

official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

Elgin City
Council to meet
at city hall 

The January regular meet-
ing of the Elgin City Coun-
cil will be held January 4 
(tonight) at city hall.

The meeting, open to the 
public, will begin at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting is open to the 
public.

More hardware for the trophy case
Once again, Elgin Public-Pope John’s girls basketball team is the champion of the Madison Holiday Tournament. On Friday 
they defeated Riverside 50 to 10 to earn the championship trophy. Team members are (front row, l-r): Brenna Martinsen, Laia 
Domingo, Taylynne Charf, Maddie Kolm, Ashlynne Charf and Kayton Zwingman. Back row: Assistant Coach Trent Ostransky,  
Ellie Ruterbories, Kate Furstenau, Keyera Eisenhauer, Callie Heithoff, Sara Bode and Head Coach Randy Eisenhauer. E-R 
photo/LMorgan

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter 

Aaron C. Poellot, 39, of Osmond was sentenced in the Antelope 
County courtroom in Neligh on Dec. 28, for the May 2 theft of 
gasoline from a Royal convenience store.

Poellot appeared, alongside Antelope County public defender 

Osmond man sentenced
for Royal gas drive-off

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The case of a Clearwater 
teenager, who is accused of 
making terroristic threats 
last fall regarding a Summer-
land Public School bus, has 
been bound over to Antelope 
County district court.

Koda K. Fernau, 18, of 
Clearwater waived his right 
to preliminary hearing, on a 
Class 3A felony count of mak-
ing terroristic threats, when 
he appeared in front of the 
Honorable Donna Taylor on 
Dec. 28. Two misdemeanor 
counts of disturbing the 
peace were dismissed, with-
out prejudice, by prosecutor 
Joe Smith. 

Fernau’s $25,000, 10% cash, 
bond is continued. He was 
remanded to the custody of 
Antelope County Sheriff Bob 
Moore, pending posting of 
bond. 

Fernau is represented by 
Ryan Stover of Norfolk. 

Fernau’s charges stem 
from actions allegedly com-
mitted in September. Alleg-
edly, while riding on a Sum-
merland bus on Sept. 2, he 
commented about purchas-
ing a firearm and, while at 
work in Neligh on Sept. 9, he 
allegedly threatened to shoot 
up a Summerland bus.

Hearing waived,
Fernau case sent
to district court By Jane Schuchardt

Special to the Elgin Review 
Though, by design, his 

prized creation has no keel, 
even-keeled best describes 
Jens Simonsen as he speaks 
eloquently about a dream 
come true. 

Simonsen, who lives with 
wife Eileen east of Elgin, first 
got the hankering for build-
ing a cedar canoe, and more 
recently, paddling said water-
craft down a piece of Nebras-
ka’s Niobrara River, at the ripe 
old age of 10.  

“I was reading about build-
ing a canoe in a Popular Me-
chanics magazine,” Simonsen 
recounted his boyhood mem-
ory with unflappable convic-
tion. “It’s been in the back of 
my mind for decades and when 
Covid hit (about March 2020), I 
knew I would have a lot of time 
on my hands.” 

Definitely more passionate 
over the years for fly fishing, 
not boating, Simonsen did 
acquire books here and there 
and eventually settled on a 
plan outlined in Building a 
Strip Canoe by Gil Gilpatrick. 
The steps are complex requir-
ing a steady hand, patience, 
tenacity, and well-honed wood-
working skills. 

Simonsen has crafted book-
shelves, remodeled the rural 
home where the couple has 
resided since 2006, and most 
recently, built an intricate 
stand supporting his brand-
new router. This tool was 
needed to prepare many, many 
(he waved away the question 
of how many) 16-foot strips of 
cedar (some glued together for 
length), each seven-eighths-
inch wide and one-fourth inch 
in depth. 

On the narrow side, each 
strip was beaded on one side 
and coved on the other. Since 
this required a visual for this 
writer, Simonsen revved up 
the router in the workshop 
and demonstrated. Similar 

Jens Simonsen, who lives east of Elgin, is nearly done crafting his 
childhood dream into reality. Photo submitted

Dream becoming a reality for
Simonsen with cedar canoe

to the process of tongue-and-
groove, “the wood needed to be 
beaded and coved to accommo-
date the rounded design of the 
canoe,” he said. 

Before that, a frame based 
on patterns from the book, was 
built for the 16-footer. Then 
each piece of cedar was care-
fully bent across the frame, 
held together with glue, then 
stapled and sometimes, for the 
curvier portions of the canoe, 

screwed to the forms. 
The cedar wood, all except 

a few pieces needed to finish 
the project, came from a deck 
Simonsen dismantled at their 
Glenwood, IA home. Residents 
there beginning in 1978, the 
couple were part of the K-12 
educational system, he as 
a school psychologist and 
special education administra-

Approximately four inches of wet snow Thursday night made 
trees in Elgin look like marshmallow creme had been poured 
upon them. Just days later, the snow had melted off. However, 
another snowstorm has residents digging out again. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Wet snow covers Elgin

See COURT, Page 10 See CANOE, Page Two

Gun enthusiasts near and far look for-
ward to the first weekend in January.

The annual Antelope County Shooters 
Club Gun Show will be held Saturday 
and Sunday, January 7-8.

All varieties of firearms will be for 
sale at one of the best gun shows in all of 
Northeast Nebraska.

To be held at the Antelope County 
Fairgrounds, the show will run from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday. On Sunday the 
hours will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Admission is $5/day. Children under 
12 can attend for free if accompanied by 
an adult.

Gun show on tap 
this weekend at
Neligh fairgrounds

2023 
Evening With 

Friends
Sunday, 

January 29
Tickets on 
sale soon!
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Pat Carney of Norfolk, before 
the Honorable Donna Taylor 
on Wednesday for pretrial 
hearing on a charge of theft 
by unlawful taking. Madison 
County Attorney Joe Smith 
served as prosecutor. A plea 
agreement was announced, 
which included Poellot chang-
ing his plea to guilty and 
agreeing to pay restitution, in 
return for Smith’s recommen-
dation for a fine only.

Carney told the judge that 
his client believed a passenger 
would pay for the gas when 
he pumped it into his vehicle 
May 2, and when that did not 
happen, he drove away. He said 
Poellot now has his job back 
and can pay a fine and resti-
tution. Taylor fined Poellot 
$300, taxed him $52 costs of 
prosecution and ordered him 
to pay $95.21 restitution to the 
Royal One Stop. If restitution 
is paid in full by Feb. 1, Poel-
lot will receive $95.21 credit 
on the fine. Taylor continued 
arraignment for a Tilden man 
who failed to appear.

Austin R. Bertschinger was 
scheduled for arraignment 
at 9:30 a.m. Wedensday, on a 
Class 4 felony count, posses-
sion of a controlled substance. 
Bertschinger called the court 
clerk’s office at 11:30, ask-
ing about his court date. He 
claimed he had not received 
notice of the hearing. Taylor 
granted “one continuance,” to 
9:30 a.m. Jan. 18, and advised 
the defendant, if he does not 
appear a bench warrant will 
be issued. Bond, posted Dec. 13 
is continued at $1,000, 10%.

Four Omaha-area deer 
hunters were cited near Grove 
Lake on Nov. 12 by a Nebraska 
Game and Parks officer, for 
violating Nebraska’s hunt-
ing regulations. According to 
the officer’s notation on the 
citations, the four were all 
trying to fill multiple permits 
held by a fifth companion. The 
four men, Alfredo F. Garcia-
Villalobos, 35, and Jonathan 
E. Lopez, 29, of Bellevue and 
Gerardo Lopez Garcia, 58, and 
Joseph A. Lopez, 25, of Papil-
lion pleaded guilty by waiver 
and were each fined $100 and 
assessed $49 costs for hunting 
without a valid deer permit.

From Page One
Court

From Page One
Canoe
tor, and she, who grew up near 
where they currently live, an 
elementary teacher. 

The couple met through mu-
tual friends in Minneapolis in 

1968 and after a couple years 
of love letters across the pond, 
married in 1970 and lived in 
Omaha before moving to Iowa. 
They have two married daugh-
ters, living in the Omaha and 
Chicago areas, and five grand-
children, all girls. 

It was a few weeks ago when 
the canoe was removed from 
the frames. Now the painstak-
ing finishing touches remain 
which Simonsen estimates 
will take into next fall or 
spring of 2024 to complete. 
He listed the steps – sand all 
surfaces to remove excess glue, 
apply sealer coat of epoxy, 
drape on fiberglass (comes 
in rolls like fabric) and cover 
with two to three coats of Ep-
oxy until the fiberglass is not 
seen, then finish with a coat of 
polyurethane. Next gunwales 
go on the top edge to strength-
en the frame, the front and 
back decks (triangular-shaped 
piece at the top of the bow and 
stern) get added along with the 
thwart (yolk-shaped bar near 
center for stability and portag-
ing). Finally, the beautifully 
caned front and back seats, 
a skill Simonsen also had to 
learn, will be added. 

While a work of art likely to 
be stored suspended from the 
workshop ceiling, Simonsen 
will first check the canoe’s 
trustworthiness in a nearby 
lake before a river launch. He 
admitted he has limited ex-
perience paddling and would 
need some hands-on instruc-
tion before settling into the 
steering seat in the stern (back 

of canoe). This takes some 
skill, especially on a craft 
without a keel, to maneuver 
the canoe through the water.  

Enjoying the warmth of his 
cozy workshop office well-
appointed with books, memo-
rabilia, and fly-tying materi-
als, Simonsen put a finger on 
his birthplace on a wall map 
– Ringsted, Denmark. “Wood-
working was part of the Dan-
ish curriculum beginning in 
fifth grade,” Simonsen said as 
he credited his father, a school 
principal, for inspiring him to 
use his hands to create objects 
of beauty and durable utility. 

The reclaimed cedar wood 
was first used for shelves in 
the Simonsen workshop, then 
dismantled to build the canoe. 
How many hours? Again, he 
hadn’t kept track so evaded the 
question, though he reported, 
“Sometimes as high as four 
hours a day, until my arms got 
tired!” Keeping him company 
while he works is Dixieland, 
jazz, classical, and Danish 
music emanating from an old 
CD player. Eileen sometimes 
helps when steps require an 
extra hand, such as applying 
the fast-drying epoxy. 

While not in his workshop, 
Simonsen serves on the 
Immanuel Zion Lutheran 
Church, rural Albion, Church 
Council; wades waters and 
throws a lure every chance 
he gets; relishes travel with 
Eileen, family and friends; 
and loves to live rural. Retir-
ing here to be near family, 
he said, “we enjoy the peace 

and quiet,” plus the couple 
frequents Elgin’s stores for 
groceries and hardware sup-
plies. “It’s a great small town,” 
Eileen added. 

Simonsen, attired in denim, 
a plaid shirt, and his prized 
cap with Denmark and United 
States flags crossed above the 
bill, reacted quickly to the 
phrase ‘dream come true,’ and 
said, “Well, it’s not done yet.” 
Though, when it is, soon very 
soon, when (and if) the bottle 
of bubbly is cracked over the 
bow to christen this creation, 
maybe a follow-up splash in 
The Elgin Review, which the 
couple reads routinely, is in 
order. 
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Any day can
be Christmas

All around the world, peo-
ple celebrate Christmas on 
December 25.  I would say for 
most of my life, I did the same.  
However, it’s an arbitrary day.  
For those of us that celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, we know 
that he likely wasn’t even born 
in December.  So, does it really 
matter when we celebrate?

None of my previous col-
umns have ever mentioned 
the fact that I’m divorced.  I 
don’t like to talk about it, and 
I’m not proud of the fact.  I 
liked being able to escape into 
a world where my current 
husband was the father of my 
kids, and no one had to know 
the pain and suffering my fam-
ily went through several years 
ago.

The first Christmas I didn’t 
have my kids was hard.  I 
called them and watched them 
open some gifts, told them I 
loved them, hung up the phone 
and cried.  I had never missed 
a single Christmas in their 
lives, but it was their dad’s 
turn to have them.  So, there 
I sat having a pity party for 
myself, wishing I could be 
with them.

That year I had them for 
New Year’s Eve.  So earlier 
in the week, I designated a 
random day to be Christmas.  
The night before we wore our 
Christmas jammies, watched 
a movie and the next morning 
we opened gifts just like it was 
Christmas.  And you know 

what?  It 
felt like 
Christ-
mas!

The 
kids were 
super 
excited to 
have two 
Christ-
mases 
and even 
though 
the 
calendar 
didn’t say 
Christ-
mas, it 
felt like 
it all the 
same.  
Since 
then, I’ve 

realized that it really doesn’t 
matter when we celebrate 
it, just that we do celebrate.  
The point of Christmas isn’t 
the gifts anyway.  For us, it’s 
remembering what God did 
by sending His Son for us.  It’s 
also about spending quality 
time together and making 
memories that we will cher-
ish for years to come.  Sure, 
the presents are nice too.  But 
none of those things need to be 
done on a specific day.

Over the years, it has got-
ten easier when we celebrate a 
holiday without the kids.  As 
long as they are having fun, 
that’s really all I care about.  

On the years I don’t have 
them, my family just picks a 
different day to come over, we 
cook the rib roast, do the pre-
sents, and enjoy each other’s 
company.

This year was one of those 
years for us.  Instead of wal-
lowing, my husband and I 
made a nice breakfast, opened 
gifts, and watched “Die Hard”.  
Not too shabby.  We made the 
most of the day and the next 
day we had Christmas with the 
kids.  

We still had tons of fun 
watching them open their 
gifts, shrieking with excite-
ment, and reading the Christ-
mas story from the Bible.

No matter what your family 
situation looks like or what 
you have planned on Decem-
ber 25, remember that it’s just 
a day.  

A day that someone picked, 
and we all followed suit.  
Christmas can be any day you 
want, and you can celebrate it 
any way you want.  

Don’t lose sight of what it’s 
really about, regardless of 
what the calendar says.

Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
January 3, 1963

Mrs. Morris Legate of 
northwest Elgin utilized her 
favorite school subject “art’ 
and converting her knack into 
a hobby by making all types 
of animal and bird figurines. 
Every figurine was molded 
by hand, using old newspa-
pers and sawdust as a base 
for molding her composition. 
After molding, each object 
was baked until dry, sandpa-
pered and then painted. Mrs. 
Legate carved the objects by 
hand out of wood. Her hobby 
was motivated by an article in 
a popular weekly magazine.

The Elgin Public Junior 
High basketball team opened 
their season at Oakdale and 
got an opening win of 22-16. El-
gin built up an opening game 
lead of 14-0 before substitutes 
took over. Dale Iburg hit 15 
points to pace the attack. Rich 
Draper stood out on defense. 
Others who saw action were 
Mike Issac, who got 4 points, 
Al Latzel, Vance Wilkinson, 
Ed Johnson, Rod Genrich and 
John Legate. 

The St. Boniface Knights 
were rated first in Dist. 12 
Class D basketball competi-
tion by Conde Sargent, preps 
sports writer for the Lincoln 
Journal. The Knights had a 6-2 
record on the season. There 
were 32 Class D districts in 
the state.   
Fifty Years Ago
January 4, 1973 

The Elgin Public Christmas 
party was held by the Elgin 
FFA on December 22. The 
FFA boys wore their jackets to 
school and officers wore ties. 
Festivities included games and 
a dance. The main event was 
crowning of the FFA Sweet-
hearts. Dennis Blair crowned 
the new FFA Sweetheart which 
was Marcine Pierce. John 
Miller pinned a yellow corsage 
on the sweetheart while Roger 
Francis presented her with a 
$10 gift certificate. Marcine 
and Dennis then started the 
dance. 

An early morning storm de-
veloped into a blizzard which 
will be remembered for years 
by some. The storm brought 
5-6 inches of snow and winds 
gusting to over 60 miles per 
hour. Many business were 
closed when owners found it 
impossible to move autos. Four 
wheel drive pickups and trac-
tors were the transportation of 
the day and a number of people 
made the trip downtown after 
the storm.  
Thirty Years Ago
January 6, 1993

Pat Sheets shared that the 
sale of the Elgin Drug Store 
is in process and cause for 
the business to be closed. 
Although she could not offer 
a specific date, she hoped that 
it would reopen within a few 
days.

Elgin native Kris Stuhr, 
28,  returned home with many 
great memories after spending 

nearly a year in Australia. 
Kris moved to the northeast 
coast of Australia last Janu-
ary as part of the Nebraska/
Australia Teacher Exchange 
Program.  
Twenty Years Ago
January 1, 2003

While students are dis-
missed from school for the 
holiday vacations, workers 
from Schmitt Construction 

Community 
Center  Menus

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, January 9: 
Chicken & rice casserole, 
green beans, banana, milk.

Tuesday, January 10: Brat 
& cabbage soup, carrots/
celery, cheese/crackers, 
cottage cheese, pineapple, 
milk.

Wednesday, January 
11: Tacos, refried beans, 
applesauce, milk.

Thursday, January 
12: Ham balls, scalloped 
potatoes, California blend, 
Jell-O w/peaches, milk.

Friday, January 13: 
Cheeseburger, tator tots, 
peas, pears, milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50. 

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday.

Takeout starting at 11:30 
a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal 
for that day.

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Co. have been making prog-
ress on renovating the Elgin 
Public School elementary 
building. Crewman Ron Bode 
worked finishing drywall that 
was newly installed in the 
former art room. At the same 
time, Michael Schmitt worked 
adjusting the closer on one of 
the new classroom doors.

Mildred Pelster was the win-
ner of the quilt raffle draw-

ing held at the Elgin Senior 
Citizens/Community Center. 
Blocks for the patchwork fan 
quilt were donated by Eleanor 
Moore and sewn together by 
Marjorie Liebel. The quilting 
was done by Senior Center 
patrons. The raffle raised $450 
dollars for the center.

 By Jessie Reestman

The University of Nebras-
ka–Lincoln conferred 1,288 
degrees during commence-
ment exercises Dec. 16 and 17. 
The 1,262 graduates are from 
50 countries, 41 states and 
more than 170 Nebraska com-
munities.

Sen. Deb Fischer delivered 
the undergraduate commence-
ment address Dec. 17. Katrina 
Jagodinsky, Susan J. Rosows-
ki Associate Professor of 
history at Nebraska, spoke to 
the graduate and professional 
degree earners Dec. 16.

Following is a list of gradu-
ates by hometown. 

Elgin — Hunter Gates 
Reestman, College of Busi-
ness, Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration with 
high distinction 

Petersburg — Zachary 
Douglas Reicks, College of 
Education and Human Sci-
ences, Bachelor of Science in 
Education and Human Scienc-
es; Kyle Anthony Schumacher, 
College of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Natural Resources, 
Bachelor of Science in Agron-
omy with highest distinc-
tion; Lauren Elizabeth Seier, 
College of Agricultural Sci-
ences and Natural Resources, 
Bachelor of Science in Animal 
Science with distinction

Tilden — Mark John 
O’Brien, College of Engineer-
ing, Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering

Albion — Katie Machell 
Goodwater, College of Busi-

College NewsCollege News
Local students among UNL graduates

ness, Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration with 
high distinction; Carsen Jo 
Grape, College of Education 
and Human Sciences, Bachelor 
of Science in Education and 
Human Sciences; Ashtin Lynn 
Kaumans, College of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Natural Re-
sources, Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science; Trey Thomas 
Schafer, College of Business, 
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) reminds ranchers and livestock producers if they 
are interested in accessing financial assistance available due 
to qualifying drought or fire impacts in 2022, now is the time to 
contact the county FSA office to learn more about the programs 
and apply. The deadline to apply for 2022 assistance through the 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and the Emergency 
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) is Jan. 30, 2023.  

“Severe to extreme drought conditions in Nebraska, as well as 
a number of significant fires, have resulted in economic hard-
ships for our agricultural producers, and livestock producers 
are no exception,” said John Berge, state executive director for 
the Farm Service Agency in Nebraska. “If you suffered grazing 
impacts, you should contact FSA as soon as possible so we can 
help you through all the steps to file your application or applica-
tions for payment.” 

For the 2022 program year, 69 counties in Nebraska have met 
drought severity levels that trigger LFP for native pasture. The 
program may also have triggered for other grazed forages in 
certain counties. For LFP, qualifying drought triggers are de-
termined using the U.S. Drought Monitor classifications within 
the grazing season. ELAP also uses the U.S. Drought Monitor as 
a triggering mechanism, but also has other program triggers, 
depending on whether a producer is applying for assistance due 
to drought or due to losses related to wildfire. LFP provides 
payments to eligible livestock producers and contract growers 
who also have risk in eligible grazing land or produce forage 
crops for grazing and who suffered losses due to a qualifying 
drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Pro-
ducers must have risk in both the livestock and grazing land. 

ELAP provides eligible producers with compensation for cer-
tain feed losses not covered by LFP, including feed and grazing 
losses associated with wildfire, as well as assistance with trans-
porting water to grazing livestock, transporting feed to grazing 
livestock and transporting livestock to new grazing locations. 
Producers must have risk in both the livestock and the grazing 
land. In addition to cattle, eligible livestock for both programs 
can include alpacas, buffalo/bison, goats, sheep, and others that 
have been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land 
or pastureland during the normal grazing period. 

To expedite the application process, producers are encouraged 
to gather records important to the application, such as grazing 
leases and contract grower agreements for LFP and ELAP as-
sistance and information associated with the transportation of 
livestock feed (number of loads and mileage) or water (number of 
loads and gallons), if applying for ELAP assistance. 

FSA encourages producers to 
apply for grazing loss assistance
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Welcome to 2023, a new year with a whole lotta 
new going on at the State Capitol.

There’s a new governor, lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, auditor and 14 new state sena-
tors assuming leadership roles in the Republican 
dominated Nebraska government. There will be a 
new U.S. Senator from Nebraska to be appointed 
by the new governor.  There are 33 Republicans 
and 16 Democrats in the officially nonpartisan 
Legislature.

So, what does this mean to you and me? A new 
year marks a great chance to move one year fur-

ther away from the Covid 
pandemic lock-downs and 
mask-ups. Hope springs 
eternal that medical sci-
ence will find a wide-rang-
ing vaccination or some 
other solution as we inch 
toward normalcy.

A bunch of new people 
in positions of authority 
marks a time to be cautious 
while we discern agendas 
and adjust to new manage-
ment styles. Comfort levels 
will increase as the direc-
tion becomes clear. The 
selection of a new speaker 
and committee chairs will 
be instructive of the work-
ings of the Legislature. The 
new governor’s first state 
of the state address should 
likewise be informative.

New Governor Jim Pillen, a former University 
of Nebraska football player in the Osborne era 
and a soon-to-resign University Regent, says he 
will commute to Lincoln from Pillen Farms at 
Columbus. The last Governor to actually live in 
the Mansion across the street south of the Capitol 
was Mike Johanns. Governor Kay Orr also lived 
in the mansion and oversaw a massive renovation 
project.

His Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly will likely 
be the presiding officer many days of the Legis-
lature. Kelly was most recently the U.S. Attorney 
for Nebraska. Prior to that he was Lancaster 
County Attorney. He and Pillen have been friends 
since college.

Former Speaker of the Legislature Mike Hilgers 
of Lincoln was elected Attorney General. His leg-
islative aid has been appointed to fill his remain-
ing two years in the Legislature. He follows in the 
footsteps of Doug Peterson who was a strict law 

It’s a new year and there’s a whole lotta new going on

and order advocate and will likely be the same.
Former Lieutenant Governor Mike Foley heads 

back to the state Auditor job, a post he held from 
2007 to 2015 when he joined the administration of 
Gov. Pete Ricketts. Foley was a state senator from 
2001 to 2007. The job opened when Auditor Charlie 
Janssen of Fremont decided to not run again. He 
had been in office since 2015 and served one term 
in the Legislature before that.

It is presumed that Brandon Metzler, an assistant 
clerk of the Legislature since 2017, will be voted 
in as the next Clerk of the Legislature succeeding 
Clerk Patrick J. O’Donnell who is retiring after 45 
years on the job, the longest of any legislative clerk 
in the country.

Likewise, it appears that State Sen. John Arch of 
Omaha, a health care consultant who has served in 
the Legislature since 2018, will be the next Speaker 
of the Legislature.  

Don’t forget about Ricketts. It is almost certain 
that Pillen will appoint him to be the replacement 
for U.S. Senator Ben Sasse who steps down to be-
come the President of the University of Florida.

That’s a lot of new in the air, but despite a few 
expected hiccups, it could be a refreshing change.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

Friend talk

See TALK, Page 12

While cheer swirls about us dur-
ing the holiday season, there also is 
pain, deep, profound pain. Such is 
the journey for hubby Rick and me 
as we celebrate the life and cherish 
the memory of a forever friend. This 
column is dedicated to her memory. 

It happened December 20th. The 
phone rings. Caller ID says it’s Wes. 
“Well, hello there. Merry Christmas, 
so good to hear from you,” I gush, 
only to be somewhat interrupted 
with the statement “Becky died.” 

Shock, complete shock.  Disbelief. 
This beloved friend of more than a 
half century was perfectly healthy. 
On December 17th, she had celebrat-
ed Christmas with her husband, two 
sons and wives, five darling grand-
daughters ranging in age from one to 
eight, and other family members. 

Then, seemingly common cold 
symptoms morphed rapidly into 
pneumonia leading to sepsis shock. 
In fewer than 72 hours, she was dead. 
We had planned to video chat before 
Christmas, as we did often. My friend 
is gone, though she will always be a 
bestie in my heart and mind. 

What is a friend? The dictionary 
says it’s someone with whom one has 
a bond of mutual affection. 

Let me be clear. A Facebook friend 
may fit that category, though not al-

ways. Actually, 
one can have 
5,000 so-called 
friends on this 
social media 
platform. More 
causes techni-
cal issues. 

An Oxford 
University 
researcher 
reports most 
have around 
150 Facebook 
friends, with 
15 counted as 
actual friends 
(someone you 
would like to 
spend time with 
outside of social 
media), and five 

counted as close friends (someone 
you would confide in). 

One of my favorite poets, Maya 
Angelou, once said, “Never make 
someone a priority when all you are 
to them is an option.” Maybe, in some 
cases, unfriending is a good idea on 
social media. 

Becky and I were never options 
for each other. We were a listening, 
supportive ear; a partner to laugh 
with and share joy; someone to eat 
tandoori (a dish common at Indian 
restaurants) or sushi with and then 
catch a play or movie. How I miss her. 

We first met at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in journal-
ism school, ended up being highly 
compatible roommates, worked our 
way through a typesetters’ strike 
as summer interns at the Omaha 
World-Herald in the early 1970s (no 
computer printing then), shared par-
enting stories as our sons (we each 
had two about the same age) grew to 
adulthood, clung to each other when 
sorrow struck, and shared glee in 
times of celebration. 

Together in Nebraska, separated in 
location for a time, then wonderfully 
living in close proximity in Virginia 
for some 30 years, and now a half-
country away again when Rick and 
I moved back to the Nebraska farm. 
There are airplanes. We were always 
there for each other.

Her memorial service was this 
week. I was honored to give a tribute 
to my friend speaking mostly about 
our college antics. Sharing some 
funny stories. Finding meaning in 
memories. Telling how she would be 
in my heart and mind forever. 

She was never-ever a fair-weather 
friend, rather a bosom buddy, a 
kindred spirit, a forever, close, close 
friend. Though furry or feathered 
friends can help, medical profession-
als underscore what we all know 
about human friends. They contrib-
ute to positive physical and mental 
well-being. 

Here’s how – 
• Less loneliness and social isola-

tion.
• Stress reduction when others care 

and want to help.
• Emotional support by listening 

and validating your feelings. 
• Personal development such as 

Last week, we celebrated the arrival of Nebras-
ka’s 2022 Silver Shovel.  This prestigious national 
award recognizes states that have successfully 
attracted major economic development projects.  
And it’s no coincidence that three out of the four 
Silver Shovels Nebraska has ever received came 
in the last four years alone. 

That’s because, since 2015, our state government 
has operated under four 
pillars aimed at growing 
Nebraska: To develop our 
workforce, make it easier to 
do business in the state, con-
trol spending to reduce the 
tax burden on our families 
and businesses, and raise 
our international profile.  

Together, we’ve made real 
progress in each of these ar-
eas.  And while awards like 
the Silver Shovel are recog-
nition of our shared success, 
what truly matters is the 
impact these efforts have 
on our students, workers, 
families, and communities 
throughout the state.

Pillar 1: Workforce
We’ve built a talent pipe-

line to connect Nebraska’s 
graduates with great-paying 

jobs right here in the Good Life — making good on 
our goal to tap into and cultivate local talent early 
on. 

That starts with our Developing Youth Talent 
Initiative, which has connected 28,000 junior high 
students with participating businesses across 
the state to explore careers in manufacturing, IT, 
and other high-growth industries.  Then, once 
a student moves into high school, they can take 
advantage of career academies, which are in-
school programs offering career-themed courses 
and hands-on workplace experience.  From Sandy 
Creek to Scottsbluff, schools are creating these 
academies to enhance students’ workplace readi-
ness and give them the opportunity to earn col-
lege credits prior to graduation. 

As our youth look to their next step, they have 
many options to advance their career through our 
registered apprenticeship programs.  Thanks to 
generous Nebraska businesses, there are more 
than 4,000 active apprenticeships giving our 
young men and women a running start when it 
comes to entering the workforce. 

Finally, whether a student attends a commu-
nity college, state college, private college, or our 
University system, our career scholarships help 

add to the talent pipeline in our state by providing 
more access to a world-class education for in-
demand fields— no matter their family’s income or 
background. 

These programs aimed at developing a skilled 
workforce are one of the reasons why our labor 
force participation rate is now at 69.8%, the high-
est of any state in the nation for 25 consecutive 
months.

Pillar 2: Make it Easier to do Business
We’ve been intentional about creating a climate 

where businesses, large and small, can thrive. 
One way we’ve done this is through our dedication 
to process improvement.  Through our Center of 
Operational Excellence (COE), we train state team-
mates to identify waste, eliminate unnecessary 
steps, and deliver a better customer experience for 
our taxpayers. 

Since May 2016, the COE has helped facilitate 
over 900 process improvement projects across 18 
agencies, resulting in over 900,000 hours freed up 
to better serve Nebraska’s families and businesses 
(and saving the taxpayers $100 million along the 
way).

This has also allowed us to truly put Nebraskans 
first.  People now spend less time waiting in line, 
filling out forms, and on the phone with govern-
ment when looking to access needed services.  
Individuals in South Omaha used to have to wait 
an average of 29 minutes when in line for drivers 
license services.  Now, they wait only eight.  Ru-
ral Nebraskans no longer have to take the time to 
drive to their nearest DMV.  They can fully access 
dozens of services, including license renewals 
and vehicle registration, online.  And financially 
disadvantaged families caring for children with 
special needs throughout Nebraska now receive 
state aid for care-related travel expenses in two 
business days, as opposed to the 13-15 days it had 
taken before process improvements from the COE 
were made.

Pillar 3: Control Spending to Reduce the Tax 
Burden on Our Families and Businesses

Of course, we can’t grow our state without rein-
ing in government spending.  That’s why over the 
past eight years we’ve limited annual average 
spending growth to 2.8%.  That’s well below Ne-
braska’s annual revenue growth rate, which has 
averaged about 4.5% over the long-term.  This has 
allowed us to continue to provide top-notch as-
sistance to Nebraskans in need and deliver vital 
services — from building out broadband and water 
infrastructure to ensuring public safety —all 
while still delivering meaningful tax relief.  Over-
all, we’ve delivered $12.7 billion of tax relief to 
Nebraskans since 2015.

Pillar 4: Raise Our International Profile

Over 95% of the world’s consumers and two thirds 
of the world’s purchasing power lies outside of 
America’s borders.  In Nebraska, we’ve made a com-
mitment to go where those potential customers are 
by raising our international profile.

Since 2015, we’ve led trade missions to 11 different 
countries to forge new partnerships and increase 
investments in the Good Life.  Thanks in part to our 
state’s best ambassadors – the Nebraska farmers, 
ranchers, and business owners who’ve come along 
on those missions — Nebraska’s exports have grown 
from $9.0 billion in 2016 to $13.7 billion last year.  
That’s more than a 50% increase in five years. 

Our trade missions have also helped our Depart-
ment of Economic Development recruit internation-
al investment here from companies like Kawasaki 
and Novozymes. The 2022 Silver Shovel Award is an 
important reminder that what we’ve done to grow 
Nebraska has set us apart nationwide.  Thank you 
to everyone who made this possible.

Together, we’ve grown Nebraska

WHEELER CENTRAL DISTRICT #45
BOARD OF EDUCATION

December 26, 2022 Special Board Meeting
The Wheeler Central Board of Education Special 

Board Meeting was held December 26, 2022. Chair-
person Kasselder called the meeting to order at 6:31 
p.m. and pointed out the location of the Open Meetings 
Act poster. The roll was called with the following mem-
bers present: Dennis Derner, Andrew Smith, Drew Kas-
selder, Adam Freouf, and Jessie Swick. Swick made a 
motion to excuse Patrick, seconded by Derner. Roll call 
vote: Kasselder - aye, Smith - aye, Freouf - aye, Derner 
- aye, and Swick - aye. Motion carried.

Smith made a motion to approve the agenda, sec-
onded by Swick. Roll call vote: Kasselder - aye, Smith 
- aye, Freouf - aye, Derner - aye, and Swick - aye. Mo-
tion carried.

Smith made a motion to increase the District’s line of 
credit, held at Farmers & Merchants Bank in Ericson, 
by $300,000 for the remainder of the 2022-2023 fis-
cal year. The motion was seconded by Freouf. Roll call 
vote: Kasselder - aye, Smith - aye, Freouf - aye, Derner 
- aye, and Swick - aye. Motion carried.

Swick moved to adjourn the meeting. Kasselder sec-
onded the motion. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 
6:55 p.m. 
PUBLISH: January 4, 2023
ZNEZ

Proceedings — District #45 
Board of Education

Public NoticesPublic Notices
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It Pays To 
Advertise!

Wheeler Central fifth grade students performed three short band selections at the Christmas Concert. 
Pictured are (l-r): Calvin Schlenger, Anslee Wright, Denna Skorcz, Corbin Kasselder, Trey Smith and 
Dawson Kluver. Photos submitted

Wheeler Central 3rd-6th graders singing holiday songs at the concert held December 16.

Wheeler Central 7th and 8th grade singing holiday songs at the recently held for the Christmas concert 
in Bartlett.

Bartlett NewsBartlett News
By Sherry Tetschner

The Wheeler Central Christ-
mas Concert, under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Janet Good (Vocal) 
and Mrs. Sherry Tetschner 
(Instrumental), was held Fri-
day evening, December 16th at 
7 p.m. 

The evening began with 
short musical selections per-
formed by the 5th and 6th grade 
bands.  

Those performing instru-
mental solos and duets were: 
Maria Juarez-Ordonez, Haley 
Borwege, Ashtyn Overlease, 
Jailynn Harrison, Breyden 
Renner and Makayla McCain.  

The 7th-10th grade band com-
pleted the instrumental part 
of the concert with the pieces 
“Mary Did You Know?  and O 
Come All Ye Faithful.”

Vocal selections included 
3rd-6th graders: Rockin’ Around 
the Christmas Tree and Jingle 
Bell Rock, Preschool: Hokey 
Pokey Reindeer and Danc-
ing Christmas Tree, 7th and 
8th graders: Deck the Halls 
and A Holly Jolly Christmas 
and Kindergarten  - 2nd grade: 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Rein-
deer and I’m getting Nuttin’ for 
Christmas.  

The Grand finale of the 
evening was Kindergarten - 
8th grade singing Silent Night, 
in a darkened gym with small 
hand held lights.  

Several props were used for 
the vocal selections adding to 
the audience enjoyment.  

The Preschool children were 
decked with antlers, red noses 
and fluffy tails for the song 
Hokey Pokey Reindeer. They 
pretty much stole the show!

Santa arrived after the 
program to greet children of 
all ages and ask what their 
Christmas requests were.  The 
Grinch was also sighted after 
the program.  

Cookies, provided by par-
ents, and punch and coffee 
were enjoyed after the holiday 
concert.

*****  
Guests in our home over the 

holidays were Andy, Nikki, Ty 
and Hannah Tetschner, Mike 
and Angela, Sawyer, Winnie 
and Juniper Keyes and Ellis 
and Lois Schrunk.  
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MADISON — Wolfpack fans 
who attended the Madison 
Holiday Tournament last week 
may not know it, but they may 
have witnessed a piece of team 
history.

Having been here since the 
start of the sports co-op which 
joined Eagles and Crusaders 
to create Wolfpack, there’s 
never been a more dominating 
defensive stretch than what 
was witnessed Thursday and 
Friday.

Admittedly, the competition 
is something that can’t be com-
pared (that’s for someone else 
to argue), The Wolfpack girls 
limited Madison to just four 
points and Riverside scored 
just 10.

Playing with the numbers, 
consider this - in 64 minutes of 
basketball (eight eight-minute 
quarters), the Wolfpack lim-
ited these two opponents to 
just a combined 14 points.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer’s 
fast-paced offense and ball-
hawking defense wears down 
opponents. At the holiday 
tournament, it destroyed their 
opponents.

When you can’t get the ball 
across half-court, that’s a 
problem, a big problem for 
opposing 
teams 
due to 
EPPJ’s 
pressure 
defense.

I know, 
you do 
too, that 
you have 
to score 
points 
to win 
games. 
Every 
team has 
nights 
when 
they 
seeming-
ly can’t 
miss, 
other 
nights the shots seemingly 
don’t fall. When that happens, 
you have to adjust.

One thing that is a constant 
is defense. Game after game 
the Wolfpack keep bringing 
that defensive intensity which, 
so far this season, befuddles 
opponents.

Playing that way, it will be 
interesting to see how far it 
takes them when the postsea-
son arrives.

*****
The Wolfpack girls will be 

part of the Nebraska Show-
case on Saturday at Kearney. 
They will play Alma in a game 
which is slated to begin at 8:50 
a.m. at Kearney High School. 
They will be playing on the 
same court as the Wolfpack 
boys did last year when they 
won a state tournament berth 
over Maywood-Hayes Center.

The game is part of a busy 
day for Wolfpack athletes. The 
Wolfpack boys basketball team 
will play an afternoon game at 
Bloomfield while the wrestling 
team will be competing at 
Summerland.

*****
Wolfpack senior wrestler 

Carter Beckman has the op-
portunity to reach a career 
milestone this week. He’s just 
three victories away from 100 
career victories and he has a 
great opportunity to accom-
plish the feat at the Burwell 
Invite Friday. If he doesn’t get 
it Friday, he surely will, bar-
ring injury, achieve the feat 
Saturday at Summerland.

*****
I’ve watched countless col-

lege football games in my life. 
I’ve seen many of the Huskers’ 
finest moments in person. I’ve 
seen many more on television 
from games played across the 
country.

But, I would argue, college 
football’s greatest day may 

EPPJ: Seeing 
is believing

See TALES, Page Seven

MADISON — Outplayed for 
much of the second half, River-
side found a way to defeat the 
Wolfpack in overtime to claim 
the championship of the Madi-
son Holiday Tournament.

The Chargers capitalized on 
turnovers early in the over-
time period to take a lead and 
go on to win 57 to 50.

“We’ve got to take care of the 
basketball,” Wolfpack Coach 
Matt Euse said about the loss. 
“We’re averaging over 20 
turnovers (a game) right now 
... when you play against good 
teams like this, you’re not 
gonna win those games.”

Charger Klayton Kleffner 
scored the first five points of 
overtime to give Riverside a 
50 to 45 lead. The lead grew to 
eight points with just over one 
minute left to play in over-
time.

Then, with 52 seconds left to 
play, freshman Jarek Erick-
son buried a trey to give EPPJ 
hope, cutting the lead to 53 to 
48.

Forced to foul, Riverside 
made four of eight free throws.

EPPJ managed just two 
points the rest of the way as 
junior Myles Kittelson sank 
back-to-back free throws.

“I was very happy with our 
effort ... The guys want to win 
and play hard for each other,” 
Coach Euse said.

Riverside came out hot to 
start the game and led by 12 
points, 21 to 9 early in the 
second quarter. EPPJ, behind 
senior Paiton Hoefer cut into 
the lead, narrowing it to eight 
points at the half, 26 to 18. 
Hoefer scored five points in 
the final five minutes before 
halftime, Blake Henn had two.

The Wolfpack got back into 
the game in the third quarter, 
outscoring the Chargers 15 to 
6. Kittelson and Erickson had 
treys as part of a 10 to two run 
to cut Riverside’s lead to 32 to 

MADISON — Great defense 
turned into points at the other 
end of the court Friday as El-
gin Public-Pope John defeated 
the Riverside girls 50 to 10.

The victory gave the Wolf-
pack the championship trophy 
for the holiday tournament, 
icing on the cake for the first 
month of the season.

“We’re where we want to be 
at right now,” Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer said about the vic-
tory. The goal for the team was 
to end December with no more 
than one loss and that’s where 
they are with a  9-1 mark.

No basketball game is easy, 
especially between teams who 
know each other. Having de-
feated the Chargers to start the 
season, EPPJ figured to get a 
stronger test this time around.

It didn’t happen. 
The Wolfpack’s pressure de-

fense forced the Chargers into 
numerous turnovers to start 
the game and EPPJ capitalized, 
building a 20 to 0 lead. Spark-
ing the quick start was Keyera 
Eisenhauer with eight points, 
Ashlynne Charf had five.

“Our defense has really im-
proved,” Coach Randy Eisen-
hauer said. “I just thought 
they did a good job of moving 
around, anticipating faster ... 
We played well.”

MADISON — The Wolf-
pack’s march to the cham-
pionship of the Madison 
Holiday Tournament began 
Thursday with a lopsided 40 
to 4 victory over the Lady 
Dragons.

Madison was held score-
less for more than 12 minutes 
to start the game and never 
posed a threat to EPPJ claim-
ing their eighth victory of 
the season.

Defense was the story in 
the early going as EPPJ pres-
sured the ball, forcing mul-
tiple turnovers which turned 
into a 19-point lead after one 
quarter.

Junior Keyera Eisenhau-
er’s trey made the score 22 to 
0 early in the second quarter 
as EPPJ went on to take a 33 
to 2 lead at halftime. Return-
ing to the court from a knee 
injury earlier in the year, 
Taylynne Charf made two 
treys in the game, one com-
ing just before halftime.

The starters played a 
couple of minutes to start the 
third quarter before turning 
the game over to reserves. 
Over the final two quarters, 
EPPJ outscored the Lady 
Dragons 16 to 2.

Eisenhauer led the Wolf-
pack with 17 points, making 
five of seven treys. Ashlynne 
Charf tossed in 11 points. 

28. Then, Hoefer had a buzzer 
beater to cut the lead to 32 to 30 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter.

A trey by Nick Anderson to 
start the final quarter gave 
EPPJ their first lead.

They had the Chargers on 
the ropes as they built a four-
point lead twice, the last with 

EPPJ girls cruise to Madison tourney title

The Wolfpack made 19 of 39 
field goal attempts, eight of 16 
from three-point range. 

Free throws was another 
story as they sank just three 
of 12. 

Maddie Kolm led the team 
in assists with five while 
Ashlynne Charf pulled down 
a team-high eight rebounds.

EPPJ 49, Madison 4
Wolfpack……19  14  11  5 — 49
Dragons……...0    2   2  0 —  4
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwing-
man 1-1 0-2 2, Elise Ruterbo-
ries 1-2 0-2 2, Taylynne Charf 
2-4 0-0 6, Ashlynne Charf 5-9 
1-2 11, Skyler Meis 1-2 0-0 3, 
Brenna Martinsen 0-2 0-0 0, 
Kate Furstenau 0-3 2-4 2, Cal-
lie Heithoff 0-1 0-0 0, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 6-9 0-0 17, Maddie 
Kolm 2-2 0-2 4, Laia Domingo 
0-1 0-0 0, Sara Bode 1-3 0-0 
2. Team totals: 19-39 3-12 49. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
8-16 (Keyera Eisenhauer 5, 
Taylynne Charf 2). Madison 
team totals: 2-18 0-4 4. Three-
point shots — Madison 0-6.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 23 (Ashlynne Charf 
8), Madison 17. Assists — Wolf-
pack 12 (Maddie Kolm 5), Mad-
ison 0. Steals — Wolfpack 19 
(Ashlynne Charf 7), Madison 
8. Turnovers — Wolfpack 11, 
Madison 38.

EPPJ limits Madison to
just four points Thursday

The Wolfpack “stayed hun-
gry” in the second quarter, not 
letting up as they went on to 
build a 41 to 4 lead at halftime. 
Riverside’s Kayce Martinsen 
and Ashley Weltruski each had 
two points in the first half.

Wolfpack reserves played 
much of the second half with 
the game’s outcome already 
decided. Coming off the bench 
to score points for the Wolf-
pack in the second half were 
reserves Taylynne Charf, 
Elise Ruterbories and Laia 
Domingo.

Ashlynne Charf led the Wolf-
pack with 14 points, Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Brenna Martin-
sen and Kate Furstenau each 
had 10.

EPPJ will next play Thurs-
day night against O’Neill St. 
Mary’s in Elgin.

EPPJ 55, Riverside 10
Chargers……….2    2   2  4 — 10
Wolfpack………22  19  9  5 — 55
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
1-4 2-4 4, Elise Ruterbories 0-2 
2-2 2, Taylynne Charf 1-1 0-0 
3, Ashlynne Charf 6-8 2-5 14, 
Brenna Martinsen 3-6 3-4 10, 
Kate Furstenau 2-6 5-5 10, Callie 
Heithoff 0-3 0-0 0, Keyera Eisen-
hauer 4-6 1-1 10, Maddie Kolm 
0-2 0-0 0, Laia Domingo 1-3 0-2 
2, Sara Bode 0-2 0-0 0. Team to-

tals: 18-43 15-23 55. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 4-9 (Taylynne 
Charf, Brenna Martinsen, Kate 
Furstenau, Keyera Eisenhauer. 
Riverside team totals: 5-28 0-4 

10. Three-point shots — River-
side 0-6.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 30 (Ashlynne Charf 
8), Riverside 17. Assists — Wolf-

pack 12 (Keyera Eisenhauer 3), 
Riverside 1. Steals — Wolfpack 
20 (Ashlynne Charf 6, Sara Bode 
5), Riverside 7. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 15, Riverside 36. 

Turnovers prove costly as Wolfpack
fall in overtime to Riverside 57 to 50

two minutes to play. 
Riverside then came back 

with two free throws and then 
a lob pass to #5 who laid it in 
the basket to tie the score with 
five seconds left to play, send-
ing the game into overtime.

Camryn Pelster led EPPJ 

See EPPJ, Page Eight

Nick Anderson (15) reaches high to snare a rebound during first half 
action against the Chargers. E-R photo/DMorgan

Hustle plays time and time again 
turned out in the Wolfpack’s favor 
Friday against Riverside. (Above) 
The Chargers had no answer for 
Kate Furstenau as the sopho-
more finished with 10 points. 
(Right) EPPJ outrebounded Riv-
erside 30 to 17 as they were te-
nacious on the boards. Here (l-r) 
Maddie Kolm (22) Brenna Mar-
tinsen (11) and Sara Bode (32) 
outfought this Lady Charger for 
the ball. E-R photos/DMorgan
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have been Saturday with 
the two semi-final playoff 
games. TCU’s 51 to 45 victory 
over unbeated Michigan was 
unbelievable. So much so that 
one would think it couldn’t 
be topped. Then along comes 
Georgia’s fourth quarter rally 
to defeat Ohio State 42-41. The 
Bulldogs’ victory was in doubt 
until the final seconds when 

Tales
From Page Six Ohio State missed a 50-yard 

field goal which would have 
given them the lead.

I’m not a big fan of any of 

these four teams, but I appreci-
ate great football when I see it.

On Saturday night, I saw it. I 
hope you did too.

It was a tough overtime loss Friday against Riverside at the Madison Holiday Basketball Tournament. 
The Elgin Public-Pope John Wolfpack boys team brought home the second place trophy. Team mem-
bers were (front row, l-r): Dylon Lueking, Jack Wemhoff, Camryn Pelster, Karson Kallhoff, Austin Good 
and Gage Thiessen. Back row: Assistant Coach Kyle Kallhoff, Taylor Beckman, Corbin Kinney, Ethan 
Hinkle, Blake Henn, Paiton Hoefer, Jarek Erickson, Nick Anderson, Myles Kittelson and Head Coach 
Matt Euse. E-R photo/LMorgan

Boys team takes second at holiday tournament
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— read the — read the 
Public Notices.Public Notices. Public NoticesPublic Notices

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Bids: Antelope County is 
considering contracting mowing 
and snow removal of County 
Courthouse and Museum 
grounds.  The grounds consist 
of courthouse square and 
the buildings and grounds 

of the Antelope County 
Museum, including the church, 
schoolhouse, and log cabin.  Bids 
may be submitted to Antelope 
County Clerk, PO Box 26, 501 M 
Street, Neligh, NE 68756, and will 
be opened and considered during 

the February 7th, 2023, Board of 
Commissioners Meeting.  Bids 
should be received by 9:00 AM 
on the 7th of February.
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 & 11, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of L. Nadene Hughes
N O T I C E

Estate of L. NADENE 
HUGHES, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that the 
Co-Personal Representatives 
have filed a report of their 
administration and a formal 

closing petition for complete 
settlement after informal probate 
of Will of said deceased, for 
determination of heirship, and 
for determination of inheritance 
tax, which have been set for 
hearing in the Antelope County, 

Nebraska, Court on January 18, 
2023 at 9:00 a.m.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 and 11, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Suckstorf Farms, L.L.C.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited 

liability company: Suckstorf 
Farms, L.L.C. The address of 
the designated office is: 137 S. 
10th, Burwell, Nebraska 68823. 
The name and mailing address 

of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 
Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. 
It is organized to transact any 
lawful acts concerning any and 
all lawful business, other than 

banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on December 22, 
2022, and its existence shall 
be perpetual. The affairs of the 
limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members 
under an operation agreement 
duly approved by its members.

SUCKSTORF FARMS, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Doerr & Klein, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 and 11, 2023
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF 
AL WARNER TRUCKING, LLC

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to Nebraska Statute 
Sections 21-148 and 21-150, AL 
WARNER TRUCKING, LLC, by 
and through its member, Alton 
J. Warner, has dissolved with a 
Statement of Dissolution of Lim-
ited Liability Company being filed 
with the Nebraska Secretary of 
State on December 30, 2022. 

Persons having any claims AL 
WARNER TRUCKING, LLC shall 
present them by mailing them 
to Alton J. Warner, with the ad-
dress of 51363 836th Road, El-
gin, Nebraska 68636. The claim 
shall provide with specificity the 
nature of the claim and the date 
the claim arose. A claim against 
AL WARNER TRUCKING, LLC 
is barred unless an action to en-

force the claim is commenced 
within five years after the publi-
cation date of the third required 
notice as provided herein. 

AL WARNER TRUCKING, 
LLC,

By: Alton J. Warner, Managing 
Member
PUBLISH: January 4, 11 & 18, 
2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Dissolution — Al Warner Trucking, LLC

It Pays To Advertise!

with 10 points, the only Wolfpack player to score in double fig-
ures.

A key statistic in the game was free throws as Riverside made 
15 of 24. In contrast, EPPJ shot just six free throws, making four.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s record to 6-4 entering the January 
portion of the schedule.

Riverside 57, EPPJ 50 OT
Chargers…………………………………………….14  12  6  13  12 — 57
Wolfpack……………………………………………..9    9  12  15  5 — 50
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 3-5 0-0 6, Paiton Hoefer 3-8 1-1 7, Austin 
Good 0-6 0-0 0, Myles Kittelson 2-6 2-3 7, Camryn Pelster 4-9 1-2 
10, Nick Anderson 3-5 0-0 7, Jarek Erickson 3-5 0-0 8, Dylon Luek-
ing 2-10 0-0 5. Team totals: 20-54 4-6 50. Three-point shots — Wolf-
pack 6-29 (Jarek Erickson 2, Dylon Lueking, Nick Anderson, Camryn 
Pelster, Myles Kittelson).
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 23 (Nick Anderson 7, Jarek 
Erickson 5). Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Paiton Hoefer 4). Steals — Wolf-
pack 9 (Paiton Hoefer 3, Jarek Erickson 2, Dylon Lueking 2). Turn-
overs — Wolfpack 18.

EPPJ
From Page Six

MADISON — Down five 
points with less than a minute 
to play, EPPJ rallied to force 
overtime and went on to defeat 
the Dragons 43 to 42 in the 
opening round of the holiday 
tournament here.

Thursday’s victory wasn’t 
pretty as the Wolfpack strug-
gled against the pesky Drag-
ons for much of the game.

After Madison took a 35 to 30 
lead with 54 seconds left, the 
Wolfpack took control of the 
game. Senior Paiton Hoefer 
made two free throws to cut 
the lead to three points.

Then, after a steal, junior 
Myles Kittelson made the play 
of the game, scoring in the 
lane while being fouled and 
then making the subsequent 
free throw. The three-point 
play knotted the score at 35-all 
to force a four-minute over-
time.

In the overtime period, EPPJ 
outscored the Dragons eight to 
seven. Blake Henn and Jarek 
Erickson each had field goals 
and Hoefer made two of four 
free throws to make the score 
41 to 39. 

Forced to foul, Madison sent 
Austin Good to the line and 
the senior coolly snake both 
free throws to make it a two-
score game in the game’s final 
seconds.

The Dragons then hit a trey 
at the buzzer to make the final 
score 43 to 42.

Henn led EPPJ (6-3) with 11 
points, Kittelson came off the 
bench to score 10.

EPPJ 43, Madison 42 OT
Wolfpack……7  10  9    9  8 — 43
Dragons……10  12  1  12  7 — 42
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 4 3-6 
11, Paiton Hoefer 1 7-11 9, Aus-
tin Good 2 2-2 7, Myles Kittelson 
4 2-3 10, Jarek Erickson 1 0-0 
2, Dylon Lueking 1 2-2 4. Team 
totals: 13 16-24 43. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 1 (Austin 
Good).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 31. Turnovers — Wolf-
pack 21.

EPPJ upends
Madison in
opener 43-42

From Page Four
Talk
practicing healthier habits and building confidence.

• Offering support when one experiences life challenges such 
as divorce, death, pandemic, unemployment. 

If you want a friend, be a friend, the experts advise. Reach out, 
stay in touch, care, listen, be there. In my cherished circle of 
friends, I now have one less here on earth, though heaven is for 
real. We will hug again. 

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.com. 

The bowl game football 
contest is always a challenge to 
our readers.

But, for B.J. Bode, it was 
easy. 

He missed just four games 
to claim the top prize of $20 in 
Elgin Bucks.

Two contestants tied for 
second place. Kurt Blair and 
Jack Stoltz each missed seven 
games. 

In the tiebreaker, Blair’s 
guess of 797 total yards be-
tween Michigan and TCU was 
closest to the actual figure of 
1,016. Stoltz guessed 791 yards. 
Blair will receive the runner-
up prize of $10 in Elgin Bucks.

Results of the games were:
TCU over Michigan
Maryland over NC State
Arkansas over Kansas
Iowa over Kentucky
Texas Tech over Ole Miss
Washington over Texas
Georgia over Ohio State
Tennessee over Clemson
Oregon over North Carolina
Wisconsin over Oklahoma 

State
Florida State over Oklahoma
Mississippi State over Il-

linois
Alabama over Kansas State
Tulane over USC
Minnesota over Syracuse
Notre Dame over South 

Carolina
Pitt over UCLA
LSU over Purdue
Thanks to the advertisers 

who made the contest possible 
this year!

B.J. Bode wins
football contest

Blake Henn goes up for two of his six points against Riverside Friday 
afternoon. E-R photo/DMorgan
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By Olivia Klein
Student intern

These were the ‘days of our 
lives.’

2022 was full of accomplish-
ments and setbacks.  Antelope 
County was not immune to the 
severe drought which gripped 
much of Nebraska. These and 
other events made up a year 
which will long be remem-
bered. Here’s a look back at the 
past 12 months.
January

More than 80 students from 
PJCC, EPS, and their dates 
attended the Pope John Winter 
Formal. This event was held at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall 
in Elgin.

State-of-the-art fiber optic 
internet service is coming to 
Elgin and Oakdale. Stealth 
Broadband was one of 60 busi-
nesses to be awarded grants to 
develop a fiber-optic service to 
rural areas underserved. 

A new spray tanning salon 
was added to Elgin’s main 
street. The new business was 
opened by Kara Funk who 
offers locals the benefits of the 
look and feel of a bit of sun-
shine. She stated that her goal 
was to offer a healthy alterna-
tive to exposing ourselves to 
harsh UV rays.

The annual “Evening With 
Friends” gala was held on Jan-
uary 30th. The theme of this 
event was “That ‘70s Party.”

Elgin Public held their Win-
ter Concert. The instrumental 
and vocal students showed off 
their skills under the direc-
tion of music instructor Eric 
Heithoff.
February

Antelope Memorial Hospital 
hired Julie Lingenfelter as the 
new mental health therapist 
for AMH’s Senior Life Solu-
tions program.

The boys basketball team 
finished second at the Niobr-
ara Valley Conference Basket-
ball Tournament. 

Wolfpack wrestling mem-
ber Carter Beckman won 
the district championship in 
his weight class. Because of 
this he was able to attend the 
NSAA state Wrestling Tourna-
ment in Omaha.

Parents of Wolfpack basket-
ball and dance team members 
were recognized at “Parent 
Night.” During the games be-
ing played for the final time 
in the regular season on the 
“home” court, parents’ names 
were read and the parents of 
senior team members came on 
the court for special recogni-

tion. 
The Elgin Wolfpack Dance 

Team traveled to Grand Island 
to compete in the Nebraska 
State Dance Competition. The 
team competed in Hip Hop, 
where they received 4th place.

National FFA Week was 
observed by the Elgin FFA 
Chapter. Members partici-
pated in a variety of activities 
throughout the week. 
March

For the first time in the 
history of the sports co-op 
between Elgin Public and Pope 
John schools, the Wolfpack has 
advanced to the state basket-
ball tournament, sanctioned 
by the Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association.

The PJCC junior high quiz 
bowl team were the champi-
ons of the 33rd Annual ESU 
8 Grades 6-8 Academic Quiz 
Bowl. This event was held in 
Neligh on Feb. 23.  

The annual St. Boniface 
Spring Benefit Auction was 
held on Saturday, March 19. 
This event was held at the 
Elgin Knights of Columbus 
Hall and the first bid started at 
5:30 p.m. 

Emma Lea Ruterbories and 
Madelynn Kolm were chosen 
by the Elgin American Legion 

2022 — Twelve months of events and happenings in our community
#229 to attend Girls State. 

Speech students from Elgin 
Public and Pope John high 
school competed at the Class 
D2 State Speech Tournament 
held on the campus of Kearney 
High School. 

EPS/PJCC Junior/Senior 
Prom was held on March 26. 
The theme was Casino Royale 
and it was held at the Elgin 
Knights of Columbus Hall. 
April

PJCC’s Spring Musical, “9 
to 5 the musical,” debuted on 
April 1st. 

Ethan Hinkle, Corbin Kin-
ney, Jack Wemhoff, Camryn 
Pelster, Cale Kinney, and 
Linus Borer were chosen by 
the Elgin American Legion 
#229 to attend Boys State. 

The Easter Bunny visited El-
gin park at the easter egg hunt. 

The Elgin FFA attended the 
state convention in Lincoln. 
The contests, workshops, and 
general sessions were held at 
the Pinnacle Bank Arena. 42 of 
Elgin’s FFA Chapter members 
were only some of the 6,000 
members that attended. 

“Ladies Nite Out” was held 
on April 21st. Nearly 200 mem-
bers attended this event. Elgin 
Knights of Columbus hosted 
this event.

Grady Drueke and Quinn 
Hoefer were confirmed at the 
Trinity Evangelical Church 
in Elgin. They were under the 
instruction of Pastor Norlyn 
Bartens. 

Seventeen children received 
their First Holy Communion at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church 
in Elgin. Father Kevin Vogel 
officiated this event.
May

Arbor Day was observed in 
Elgin. Members of the Young 
N’Lively were present to plant 
a Royal Raindrops Crab tree 
south of the pool in Elgin 
City Park. The kids from both 
elementary schools were pres-
ent to take part in planting the 
tree.

Wolfpack girls won their 
division and the boys placed 
second at the Creighton track 
invite.

The Wolfpack golf team 
placed third at the NVC tour-
nament. Their team score was 
378. 

Elgin Public 5th and 6th 
graders attended the Neiligh-
Oakdale Honor Band on April 
30th. Students were selected 
by audition, and played songs 
like Incantation and Ritual, 
Court Festival, Surfin’ USA, 
and Beginners Rock. 

Graduation ceremonies 

were held on May 8th for Elgin 
Public and May 9th for Pope 
John. 6 students graduated 
from each school. Family and 
friends came to witness both 
ceremonies, especially the mo-
ments when the diplomas were 
handed out and tassels were 
turned. 

Four members were in-
ducted into the Elgin Public 
Schools chapter of the Nation-
al Honor Society. Receiving 
honors were Brenna Mar-
tinsen, Keyera Eisenhauer, 
Madelynn Kolm and Baylee 
Busteed. 

During the academic 
awards, Sister Patricia Hoff-
man was made an admiral of 
the Navy of the Great State of 
Nebraska by Governor Pete 
Ricketts. Making the presenta-
tion were PJCC Principal Lisa 
Schumacher and Father John 
Norman. 

At the PJCC awards pro-
gram Skyler Meis was named 
the “Athlete of the Year” 
and Linus Borer was named 
“Speech Student of the Year.”

The Elgin community sus-
tained considerable damage 
from a severe storm which 
blew through the area on May 
12. The winds blew between 80 
and 90 miles per hour. 

Wolfpack senior, Colton 
Wright, earned an NSAA 
medal at state track. He threw 
discus and made his personal 
best of 140’ which earned him 
the eighth place medal in the 
Class D discus event. 
June

Elgin area residents partici-
pated in Memorial Day servic-
es at local cemeteries. Flowers 
and flags adorned many of the 
headstones at Park Center and 
West Cedar Valley/St. Boni-
face cemeteries as loved ones 
were remembered.

End of the season awards for 
Wolfpack track and golf teams 
were announced. Elise Ruter-
bories, Camryn Pelster, Taylor 
Beckman, Jack Wemhoff, Eliza 
Borer, Sharon Bartak, Cal-
lie Heithoff, Taylynne Charf, 
Baylee Busteed, Ashlynne 
Charf, Colton Wright, Blake 
Henn, Corbin Kinney, Dylon 
Lueking, Myles Kittelson, Nick 
Anderson, Gage Thiessen, 
Chloe Henn, Maddie Kolm, 

Skyler Meis, Kate Furstenau, 
Kaitey Schumacher, Jamie 
Dozler, and David Durre were 
letter winners on the Wolfpack 
track team. Award recipients 
were Corbin Kinney and Blake 
Henn, who received the most 
improved award; Jack Wem-
hoff, who received the Wolf-
pack award; and Ashlynne 
Charf, who was the high point 
athlete. 

Letter winners on the Wolf-
pack golf team were Austin 
Good, Kellan Hoefer, Paiton 
Hoefer, Ethan Hinkle and 
Linus Borer. Paiton Hoefer 
was named most valuable 
player while teammate Carter 
Beckman was chosen as most 
improved golfer.

June 1st, officially marked 
the beginning of summer for 
youngsters who enjoy swim-
ming at the Elgin Swimming 
Pool. 

The SWAT softball team 
earned a trip to state after 
placing third at districts. 

Vetch Days was held on June 
17-19. Some activities held at 
this event were a kids pool par-
ty and games at city park, putt 
putt golf for adults, a dodgeball 
tournament, and a “Friendly 
Feud” game at the Elgin KC 
Hall.

Flag Day was observed on 
June 14th, at Elgin Public Li-
brary. As part of the program, 
a new flag pole was dedicated 
to the memory of U.S. Navy 
Captain Larry Getzfred who 
died on 9/11. 
July

Park Church continued their 
100 year tradition of celebrat-
ing Independence Day. The 
Church basement was full for 
a pot luck dinner which was 
then followed by sack races 
and other fun activities. 

The numbers shown in the 
library report that Barb Bode 
and Dianne Gunderson shared 
with the Elgin City Council  
reflected Elgin’s amazing 
library. Elgin has one of the 
finest and busiest libraries of 
its size. 

The SWAT softball team won 
two and lost two at the Class C 
state Softball Tournament. 

The Bargain Box donated 

Pope John’s one-act team qualified for state with their performance of “Ug, The Caveman Musical”. E-R photo/LMorgan

EHS senior Colton Wright gave the Wolfpack their first state track 
medal in years, competing in the discus at the State Track & Field 
Championships held in May at Burke Stadium in Omaha. E-R photo/
DMorgan

See 2022, Page 11

Father Kevin Vogel (l) presented the PJCC Roncalli Award to Deb and Kyle Warren. E-R photo/LMorgan
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funds to allow 60 youths to 
take Red Cross swimming les-
sons at the Elgin Swimming 
Pool at no cost to the families. 

The Neligh Pee Wee baseball 
team won the Quad County 
Championship. The league 
tournament was played in 
Neligh. The team also posted 
an undefeated regular season. 
Members of the team included 
Max Henn and Justice Blech-
er of Elgin. The team was 
coached by Brett Arehart and 
Marty Henn.

The 55th All-School Reunion 
for Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School was held 
on the weekend of July 23rd. A 
number of individual classes 
gathered at different times, all 
of them coming together for a 
reunion Mass and buffet meal 
on Saturday night. Along 
with food, drink, and visiting, 
music was provided by Alan 
Reicks. 

The 2022 Antelope County 
Fair opened.
August

Mark and Julie Landgren 
were the recipients of the 2022 
Good Hand Award at the 97th 
annual Wheeler County Fair. 

August 11th marked the be-
ginning of the 2022/23 school 
year at Elgin schools. 

It was announced that Ally-
son Selting and Kirsten Krebs 
will receive their American 
FFA degrees.

Kurt and Peg Hanlin de-
cided to be the host parents 
of two new foreign exchange 
students, Seli Tadesse from 
Germany and Laia Cromines 
Domingo from Spain. 

St. Boniface Elementary 
School was awarded a $2500 
grant from Great Plains Com-
munications to increase the 
variety of learning centers 
and materials available for 
early learning in their pre-
school program. 

Skyler Meis was crowned 
Homecoming Queen at the 
Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School’s corona-
tion ceremony. Matthew Dilly 
and Carter Beckman tied for 
Homecoming King. 
September

Maddie Kolm was crowned 
Homecoming Queen at the 
Elgin High School coronation 
ceremony. William Heilhecker 
and Jack Wemhoff tied for 
Homecoming King.

Pope John Junior/Senior 
High School was gifted a new 
activities bus by an anony-
mous donor. 

Elgin’s Car Show/Treasures 
in the Park was held on Sun-
day, September 11. The events 
opened up at 11 a.m. with a 
special tribute in remem-
brance of 9/11.

The annual Elgin FFA 
Labor Auction was one of 
the best in recent years. FFA 
Advisor, Julia Schwartz, said 
that approximately $20,000 
was raised when freshmen 
through senior FFA members 
were auctioned off to provide 
eight hours of labor. Money 
from the auction goes to the 
Nebraska FFA Foundation 
and helps fund the local Elgin 
Chapter’s events and competi-
tions. 

From Page 11
2022

October
The Elgin Koed Group 

donated just under $5,000 to 
the Elgin Public Library. The 
donation was used to install 
new carpet in the library. 

Elgin Knights of Columbus 
Council #2411 celebrated 100 
years of service to men, fami-
lies and community with an 
open house, meal and more on 
October 2. 

Nearly 200 people attended 
the St. Boniface Cabaret that 
was held on October 9 at the 
KC Hall. Preforming musical 
numbers during the evening 
were Pope John music stu-
dents. 

Former Husker Football 
player Ricky Simmons was a 
speaker for the Elgin Public 
School and Pope John Central 
Catholic High students. 

The inaugural Wolfpack 
cross country season came 
to an end at districts. Wolf-
pack athletes competed in the 
NSAA District D4 meet held 
at Ainsworth Municipal Golf 
Course. 

EPPJ Fall Sports Parents 
Night was held for the Wolf-
pack football, volleyball, and 
cross country teams. 

The Wolfpack football team 
lost their state playoff game 
with Twin Loup scoring 66 and 
EPPJ scoring 26.

Freshman Reese Stuhr 
and seniors Linus Borer 
and Emma Lea Ruterbories, 
students at Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School, 
were chosen for All-State 
Music to be held in Lincoln in 
November.
November

The Wolfpack volleyball 
team got district runner-up, 
losing to the SEM Mustangs. 

Seventy-four area Catholic 
youth participated in confir-
mation services held at St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Church. 

The annual Veterans Day 
Program was held on Friday, 
November 11th in the Elgin 
Public School Gymnasium. 

The Elgin FFA Junior Live-
stock Judging team finished as 
runner-up at District X. 

The Elgin Knights of Colum-
bus Council 2411 and Neligh 
Knights of Columbus Council 
7550 made check and coat 
presentations to the Antelope 
County Food Pantry. Each 
council donated $1,000 for a 
total of $2,000 to the pantry as 
part of their Food for Families 
programs. 

The annual Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic Dinner 
Theater was held at the PJCC 
gymnasium. More then 200 
meals were served. After the 
meal, the one-act play team 
performed “Ug, The Caveman 
Musical.” This play was di-
rected by Jessie Reestman and 
Alan Reicks.

The EPS one-act team placed 
fourth at D1-4 district com-
petition. The team, coached 
by Sonia Rittscher and Jenna 
Lordemann, preformed “The 
Greek Mythology Olympia-
ganza.” 
December

Pope John’s one-act play 
team won their District Play 
Production competition at 
Giltner. 

Santa came to town on 
Wednesday, December 7th. 
After all of the children told 
Santa what they wanted for 
Christmas Highway 14 was 
stopped for the Christmas 
parade.

Pope John’s one-act play 

team competed at the State 
Class D2 One-Act Play com-
petition half at the Johnny 
Carson Theatre in Norfolk. 
Pope John finished fifth. 

EPPJ’s volleyball awards 
were handed out in the EPS 
gymnasium. Volleyball letter 
winners were Kate Furstenau, 
Baylee Busteed, Brenna Mar-
tinsen, Camry Kittelson, Sky-
ler Meis, Chloe Henn, Keyera 
Eisenhauer, Maddie Kolm, 
Ashlynne Charf and Sara 
Bode. Camry Kittelson, Tessa 
Barlow, Skyler Meis, Halle 
Lueking, Keyera Eisenhauer 
and Ashlynne Charf received 
MVP/Wolfpack awards for 
their play during the season. 

Mara Seifer-Thiessen joined 
the veterinary clinic. She was 
a graduate of the Nebraska/
Iowa State veterinary pro-
gram, and has spent the last 
four years working at a clinic 
in Norfolk working with small 
animals. 

The fifth and sixth grade 
social studies classes from 
Elgin Public School visited the 
Orphan Grain Train to donate 
the money they raised from 
selling Christmas ornaments 
that they made. The students 
raised just under $170 for the 
Orphan Grain Train.  

EPPJ’s football awards were 
handed out in the EPS gymna-
sium. The letter winners were 
Nick Anderson, Blake Henn, 
Austin Good, Collin Lindgren, 
Linus Borer, Pation Hoefer, 
Taylor Beckman, Cale Kin-
ney, David Durre, Dylan Kolm, 

Kellan Hoefer, Ethan Hinkle, 
Gage Thiessen, Jarek Erick-
son, William Heilhecker, Dy-
lon Lueking, Carter Beckman, 
Sam Hemenway and Jack 

Wemhoff. The teams MVP’s for 
this year were Dylon Lueking, 
Cale Kinney, Jack Wemhoff, 
Jarek Erickson and Paiton 
Hoefer. 




