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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 53 degrees recorded 
on December 22. 

The low was five degrees on 
December 24. Altogether, 0.44 
of  an inch of  precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
December 21 52 26  
December 22 53 17  0.25
December 23 18 06  0.19  
December 24 27 05    
December 25 46 15  
December 26 41 22    
December 27 36 20     
Total for Last Week.......... 0.44
Total for December ........ .. 0.47
Total for 2020 ................. ..18.58

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice of  January Meetings 
— Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice of  Incorporation — 
JnS Enterprises, Inc.

Notice of  Organization — J 
and S Ag Production LLC

Notice of  Organization — 
Tegeler Cattle Co. LLC

Notice — Elkhorn Solar 
LLC
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As of  Monday afternoon, 
Dec. 28, there are 3,684 
confirmed cases of  COVID-19 
in Elgin’s health district 
with 1,633 recoveries and 
55 deaths. According to the 
North Central District Health 
Department, new cases in the 
last 14 days total 391 across 
the nine-county area. 

Knox County has the most 
number of  cases with 888 
followed by Holt County 
with 701, Pierce has 615. The 
number of  cases in Antelope 
County currently is 498 
with 197 recoveries and five 
deaths.

COVID cases 
near 500 here in
Antelope County

Snow storms 
before  and after
Christmas

Approximately four 
inches of  snow, combining 
with sustained winds of  
over 35 miles per hour last 
Wednesday, created near 
white-out conditions across 
much of  Antelope County. 

While the streets and 
sidewalks have been cleared 
of  snow from that storm, 
another storm arrived 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, dropping 
four to six inches of  snow 
(depending where you live).

By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

The first six months of  
2020 featured progress being 
made, and the beginning of  a 
pandemic which swept across 
the nation and world. Here’s a 
look back at some of  the events 
which were reported on the 
pages of  The Elgin Review. 
The second half  of  the year 
will be featured in next week’s 
newspaper.
January

The Elgin City Council voted 
four-to-zero to accept the bid 
from Rutjens Construction for 
the water improvement project 
along Second Avenue in Elgin 
beginning in May. 

Twenty-six students and 
a number of  parents and 
chaperones from the Elgin 
community are set to travel to 
Washington D.C. for the annual 
rally the March for Life.

Antelope County Board of  
Commissioners approved a 
new solar farm to be built west 
of  Elgin. 

Students from Pope John, 
Elgin Public, and other schools 
and their dates danced the 
night away at the annual Win-
ter Formal at the KC Hall. 

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic held their National 
Honor Society Mass inducting 
four new members, Ashtyn 
Meis, Kaylee Ramold, Emma 
Mlnarik and Skylar Reestman. 

St. John’s Men’s Club 
donates $500 to surrounding 
fire departments, including 
Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

School District #18’s search 
for a new superintendent 
was completed with the 
announcement of  Michael J. 
Brockhaus to fill the position. 

The 20th Anniversary 

of  Evening with Friends 
“Emerald Isle” had a big 
turnout where, in a sense, 
everyone was a winner. 
February

Antelope County will soon 
have a drug dog, a German 
Shepherd, that will be kept by 
Deputy Sheriff  Shelby Keetle 
who lives in Elgin. 

A proposed addition to Elgin 
Public Library was stalled due 
to land ownership issues at 
City Council Meeting. 

Luke Henn qualified for the 
State Wrestling Tournament in 
Omaha. 

The District #18 Board 
of  Education approved the 
building of  a bus barn on the 
south edge of  the parking lot 
by Schmitt Construction along 
with many other projects. 

Dr. Jeremy Young of  Elgin 
was installed as President 
of  the Nebraska Veterinary 

Medical Association for the 
year of  2020.

Kathy Volk, owner of  Elgin 
Insurance Services announced 
she would be selling the 
business to Lordemann 
Insurance LLC. 

The Wolfpack dance team 
placed 4th in high kick routine 
at the Nebraska State Dance 
Competition. 
March

Dr. Dwaine J. Peetz Sr., a 
longtime supporter of  Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic 
High School and one of  the 
10 men who had a vision to 
provide a Catholic education, 
was laid to rest at St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Neligh. 

Antelope County 
Commissioner Eli Jacob of  
Clearwater pleaded no contest 
to an amended charge of  
official misconduct, a class II 
misdemeanor. 

Eight Elgin FFA Chapter 
members received state 
degrees during the 92nd 
Nebraska FFA Convention, 
Adam Dreger, Austin Bauser, 
Tyler Iburg, Cade Heithoff, 
Faith Kinney, Cory Romej, 
Talena Woodard and Haley 
Zegars. 

All ESU 8 schools including 
Elgin Public and Pope John 
close due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Elgin Public Schools 
hired a Spanish teacher, 
Halsey Guenther, to start in 
the 2020/2021 school year and 
history teacher.

Wolfpack wrestling coach 
Trey Rossman submitted his 
resignation and accepted a 
similar position with Ravenna. 

Elgin school will remain 
closed for the remainder of  
the 2019/2020 school year due 

See REVIEW, Page Eight

Elgin’s ‘2020: Year in Review’ — January through June

By Tom Briese
District #41 State Senator

The legislative session will 
begin on Wednesday, Jan 6. On 
that day, newly elected mem-
bers will be sworn in, and the 
speaker, chair and vice chair of  
the executive committee, and 
committee chairs will be elect-
ed. What happens after that 
may depend on the status of  
the pandemic. Under normal 
circumstances, 
we would then 
introduce bills 
for ten days, 
do some pre-
liminary work 
including adop-
tion of  rules 
and committee 
assignments, 
with commit-
tee hearings 
beginning 
around the 
second week . But this year, 
it’s unclear what impact the 
pandemic will have on our 
path forward. Our actions will 
require a balancing of  inter-

COVID-19 vaccine arrives at Antelope, Boone County hospitals
On Monday afternoon, December 28, Dr. Kelli Osborn (above) 
received the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine, manufactured by 
Moderna, to be administered at Antelope Memorial Hospital. It was 
given by Amy Wright, RN. Dr. Osborn is the AMH Chief Medical Staff 
Officer. The first round of AMH’s COVID-19 vaccines will be given to 
its front-line workers only. Photo submitted
 

December 22 was a monumental day at Boone County Health Cent-
er as Jeanne Temme, Vice President of Corporate Compliance and 
Risk Management administered the first COVID-19 vaccine to BCHC 
staff member Dr. Joel Travis (above). Frontline healthcare workers 
are the first to receive the vaccine according to federal and state dis-
tribution directives. Photo submitted

Briese says 
COVID to
impact 2021
legislature

See BRIESE, Page Two

It’s not everyday, over the 
span of  a couple of  hours, you 
see a coach reach a milestone, 
a sophomore hit a game-
winning basket and both 
Wolfpack teams advance to 
the championship game of  a 
holiday tournament — but it 
happened Monday.

Wolfpack girls basketball 
coach Randy Eisenhauer won 
his 200th game as head coach, 
guiding his team to a 42 to 29 
victory over Tekamah-Herman.

By virtue of  the victory the 
Wolfpack (6-2) will now play 
Madison in the championship 
game of  the Madison Holiday 
Tournament on Thursday. Tip-
off  will be at 2:30 p.m.

As for the Wolfpack boys, 
Jack Wemhoff  put up a prayer 
under the basket and it went 
in to give EPPJ a 60 to 58 
victory over Tekamah-Herman. 
The win boosted the team’s 
record to 4-5 heading into the 
championship game Thursday. 
at 4:15 p.m. against Riverside.

Complete write-ups on the 
tournament games will be in 
next week’s issue of  The Elgin 
Review.

Eisenhauer
gets 200th
career victory

The EPPJ Wolfpack girls basketball team members posed with Head Coach Randy Eisenhauer (center) after he reached his 200th victory 
as a head coach. Front row, l-r: Kaylee Ramold, Taylynne Charf, Brenna Martinsen, Skyler Meis and Ashlynne Charf. Back row: Emma Lea 
Ruterbories, Baylee Busteed, Grace Mace, Keyera Eisenhauer, Coach Eisenhauer, Kirsten Krebs, Theanna Dunn, Ally Selting and Asst. 
Coach Trent Ostransky. Courtesy photo

Ofe open house
to be Thursday
at courthouse

A retirement open house 
for Antelope County Weed 
Superintendent Bruce Ofe 
will be held Thursday, Dec. 31 
at the courthouse in Neligh. 
Ofe is retiring after 40 years 
of  service. The event will be 
held from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the commissioners’ meeting 
room and is open to the 
public.
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ests, including that of  public safety, the need to set an example 
for fellow Nebraskans, and the need to do the work we were sent 
to Lincoln for. Regardless of  how it occurs, as we move forward, 
many issues await us.

As a member of  the revenue committee, I’m certain we will 

hear various proposals for tax reform and tax relief. I will be 
introducing some tax reform/tax relief  measures myself, which 
I will discuss in future columns. One should remember that we 
passed LB 1107 last year, which created a new refundable income 
tax credit based on school property taxes paid, and established a 
statutory minimum of  $275 million per year in the property tax 
credit fund. 

Revenue projections suggest the initial $125 million per year 
in income tax credits created by LB1107 could grow to over $200 
million in the second year, and may reach over $300 million soon 
after that. 

The magnitude of  that estimated escalation of  the credits may 
make additional property tax relief  more difficult, as some urban 
senators will think we have done enough on the issue for now. 
However, rest assured I will continue to work for additional prop-
erty tax relief  and reform.

Nebraska voters in November overwhelmingly adopted a 
proposal to establish casinos at racetracks, with 70% of  the tax 
revenue ending up in the property tax credit fund. This 70% is 
conservatively projected to yield $50 million per year for the prop-
erty tax credit fund. 

And as per the language of  my LB 963 from last year, which 
was incorporated into LB 1107, these dollars are in addition to 
the statutory minimum of  $275 million. I anticipate introducing 

legislation to clarify some aspects of  the ballot proposal in an ef-
fort to ensure the will of  the voters is respected and carried out. 
Assuming I am re-elected chairman of  the General Affairs com-
mittee, it will be heard before my committee, where we can make 
adjustments and tweaks as needed.

We also will be discussing how to address prison overcrowding. 
The director has put forth a proposal to build a $230 million facil-
ity, while others suggest comprehensive sentencing and prison 
reform would alleviate the need for such an investment. 

As a fiscal conservative, I’m reluctant to spend nearly a quarter 
of  a billion dollars of  taxpayer money, plus ongoing operational 
costs, if  we can avoid it and still protect public safety. We will see 
how those discussions go. 

An underlying theme of  the session will be trying to help our 
residents and businesses rebound from the impact of  the pan-
demic. I will be introducing legislation geared toward that goal 
in the area of  liability protections for our businesses, schools, 
and health care providers, and tax relief  for everyday Nebras-
kans. I also will be introducing various measures geared toward 
growing our state. I will discuss many of  these bills in future 
columns. 

I always enjoy hearing from the people I represent. You can 
reach me at tbriese@leg.ne.gov, or by calling my office at (402)471-
2631 and leaving a message with my staff.
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
December 29, 1960

Work on the new post office is to start in the spring and should 
be completed by July 5, 1961 when the lease on the present 
building expires. The present building has housed the postal 
equipment since 1935, having been moved that year from the 
present Pratts Dime & Dollar Store. The new structure will be the 
same style as the St. Paul post office, although smaller.

Rolland Kinney killed his deer with a bow and arrow. The mule 
doe weighed around 135 pounds. Elgin bow hunters are nearing 
their 100 per cent kill mark as the season draws to a close.

To wind up the school term previous to Christmas vacation, the 
Elgin High School had its annual Christmas dinner in the hall of  
the High School building. The day was began by a movie, “Three 
Stripes Under the Sun,” followed by a dinner which everyone 
took part in preparing. A couple of  games of  volleyball were 
played; the boys versus the girls. Presents were distributed, as a 
result of  name exchange, just prior to dismissal.   
Fifty Years Ago
December 24 1970 

Pope John High School royalty announced prior to their third 
annual homecoming dance were Kathy Kouri and Bill Thiele. 
The king and queen were crowned by last year’s reigning couple, 
Bonnie Podany and Bill Knievel. 

Lt. Col. Floyd Heck of  Eglen Air Force Base, Fla, son of  John 
Heck of  Elgin is coordinating  a flying team to be flying at the 
Orange Bowl football game New Years Day. There will be four 
planes in the formation. Lt. Col. Heck will be piloting one plane.

Gary Hoefer has made the basketball squad at the University 

of  Nebraska School of  Technical Agriculture in Curtis. Gary 
has scored seven points thus far in the season. He is a first year 
Production Agriculture student.
Thirty Years Ago
December 26, 1990

Cutting the ribbon to officially open the Senior Citizens/ 
Community Center were Teresa Moore, center manager and Dr. 
Albert Halls, chairman of  the center’s board of  directors.

Jerome Irlmeier, livestock production specialist for Farmers 
Cooperative Exchange at Elgin, recently received the “Conquer 
the Winds” award  from Rex Carlson, director of  Feed Sales, 
Cenex/Land O’ Lakes Ag Services, Inver Grove Heights, Mn.

Elgin Community Christmas Tree is on display throughout the 
holiday season near the Elgin Young Mens Club lighted sign. 
Twenty Years Ago
December 27, 2000

Insurance Mart Inc. made the move into the new office 
building at the south end of  Elgin. The business was open at its 
new location. Owner Janet Christo and  her employees Tracey 
Schindler and Nicole Forke, are finishing the process of  setting 
up and organizing the new offices this week. 

Many area students were named to the honor list at Northeast 
Community College, Norfolk, for the fall semester. The Presidents 
honor list for full time students includes students that were 
enrolled for at least 12 credit hours and achieved a grade point 
average of  4.0. The list includes Bonnie Sue Haddix of  Elgin, 
Valerie Kay Allemang of  Clearwater, Kristine L. Evans of  
Oakdale, and Jeremy Lee Kettlelson of  Petersburg.

By Jessie Reestman

As we approach the New 
Year, now is the time where 
many of  us start to make reso-
lutions to improve our health. 
Usually, these goals come 

alongside 
of  an 
“all or 
nothing” 
mentality 
that ul-
timately 
leads to 
failure.

It may 
seem 
counter-
intuitive 
to think 
that the 
all or 
nothing 
mentality 
leads us 
to failure. 
Shouldn’t 
it lead 
us to 

success? The harder we try, 
the more perfect we are in the 
quest towards our goal, the 
easier it should be to achieve 
the goal – right?

Unfortunately, it doesn’t work 
that way. When we have an all 
or nothing mentality, we set 
lofty, high goals for ourselves. 
These goals are usually unat-
tainable in general or unattain-
able for the timeframe that we 
give ourselves.

Why? Because these lofty 
goals expect perfection, and 
perfection isn’t achievable.

Therefore, when we go in 
with an all or nothing mental-
ity and eventually fail (because 
you will, it’s inevitable), the all 
or nothing mentality brings on 
a wave of  guilt and shame.

Make resolutions to improve your health
You feel awful for messing 

up, making a mistake, and 
FAILING, so you throw in 
the towel on the goal, all the 
while beating yourself  up and 
overdoing the opposite of  your 
goal. For example, if  your 
goals was to lose weight with a 
diet, you might start binge eat-
ing now that you are “free.”

Why doesn’t this mentality 
work? Besides the perfection-
ism, it’s the extreme amount 
of  pressure and restriction 
that we place on ourselves that 
leads to our failure. When we 
have that restriction weigh-
ing on us every day, consum-
ing our minds and thoughts, 
that’s where the all or nothing 
mentality starts to crumble 
and fail.

We like to expect perfection 
of  ourselves, and when we fail, 
we completely lose our minds 
and beat ourselves up. When 
someone close to you like a 
spouse or friend fail at a goal, 
we build them up, encouraging 
them to keep going, etc. 

Why the difference? We tend 
to see ourselves in a much dif-
ferent light than those around 
us, and when it comes to our 
goals, we need to remember 
to give ourselves the grace to 
fail and make mistakes. This 
allows you to do a better job at 
achieving the goal!

For example, if  your goal is 
to cut back on sugar, and you 
“fail” at work and eat out of  
the candy dish on your desk, 
you now have learned that 
maybe you can move the candy 
dish elsewhere so it’s not 
staring you right in the face 
all day. Taking your perceived 
failures and turning them into 
growth moments is huge.

Then comes addressing how 
you speak to yourself. This is 
yet another huge piece in the 
reason why the all or nothing 
mentality doesn’t work. You 
can’t speak to yourself  in such 
a demeaning, uninspiring way

It simply doesn’t work that 
way! You wouldn’t expect your 
friend or spouse to listen to you 
if  you called them a failure, 
pointed your finger, and yelled 
at them for messing up.

And so the same goes for you. 
When you mess up, instead of  
giving into guilt and shame, 
take a second to learn from 
what happened. Take a mo-
ment and start asking gentle 
questions of  yourself  – What 
was going on that day? Have 

you been more stressed? In 
what way do you think you 
failed? How can you continue 
on from where you were in-
stead of  going backwards? How 
do you feel?

These are all questions to 
ponder and journal about be-
fore moving on and continuing 
on towards your goal.

If  you stop and completely 
“fall off  the wagon,” you’ll only 
do yourself  more harm.

Because in the end consist-
ency, rather than perfection, is 
the ultimate goal.

And consistency means that 
you aren’t perfect, but that you 
are taking it one day at time. 
Over the course of  a lifetime, 
that is what matters.
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

2020: The whole year looked like the month of March

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

An appeal to the
better angels of

our nature in 2021
What a year it’s been! Is it still March?
Coronavirus, racial unrest, a divisive election, 

restrictions, lockdowns, social distancing, masks, 
cancellations. At this time last year, who knew?

It seems to have been March when we in the 
heartland became painfully aware of  this virus 
that, at this writing, has killed more than 1,200 
Nebraskans. Two of  them were my friends. Many 
more friends and family members have had the 
dreaded disease and survived. But the after effects 
are as yet unknown.

If  anything, we have increased our vocabulary 
through all this. Websters and Dictionary.com have 

both named pandemic as the 
word of  the year. We were 
probably as unaware of  that 
term as we were coronavi-
rus or Covid-19. 

But wait, there’s more. 
We are patiently navigat-
ing a “new normal.” Or are 
we still waiting for that? 
Who knew about “Zoom” or 
“Google Meet” before 2020? 
We may have known that 
the CDC was the Centers for 
Disease Control. But how 
many of  us were aware that 
PPE was Personal Protective 
Equipment, let alone that it 
would be in short supply at 
some point? 

It didn’t take long before 
“social distancing” not 
only became a thing, but we 
knew what and why. It was 

a better alternative to “lockdown” which usually 
resulted in “shutdowns.” Soon we learned that the 
best way to “flatten the curve” was to avoid “super 
spreader events” which would certainly result in 
“community spread” that would surely kick in 
“contact tracing.”

Who knew that so many events would be 
canceled? Some things were postponed, more than 
once. Arena shows, movies, church services, foot-
ball games, baseball games, all canceled or played 
on very limited schedules.

Was 2020 the worst year ever? It took its licks. 
Time Magazine’s December 5 issue had 2020 on its 
cover with a red “X” through it and the words “the 
worst year ever. The red “X” is symbolic because 
Time has used it on just four other occasions.

Adolph Hitler’s death in 1945 was the first. The 
second was for Saddam Hussein in 2003 at the start 
of  the Iraq war. The third in 2006 when the U.S. 
killed the leader of  Al-Qaeda in Iraq, Abu Mousab 
al-Zarqawi. The killing of  Osama bin Laden in 2011 

was the last time the red “X” was used.
Consider, with a global pandemic, fractured 

economy, divisive election and the death of  George 
Floyd at the hands of  police and the resultant 
urban unrest and social tensions, it ranks right up 
there. 

While wildfires consumed the West Coast, the 
East and Southeast were battered by hurricanes 
and tropical storms. DonÕt forget the murder hor-
nets. Worst year ever?

Some might say 2016 was a contender. There was 
another bitter presidential election, the Syrian 
refugee crisis, the Orlando nightclub shooting, the 
deaths of  Prince, David Bowie, and Carrie Fisher. 
Oh, and the Zika virus mosquitoes.

Of  course, in 1968 Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Robert F. Kennedy were assassinated and nearly 50 
American soldiers were dying every day in Viet-
nam. Stop me if  you’ve heard this before, there was 

See FISCHER, Page Five

The hardest year in a relative 
young century is soon to be over.

As of  this publish date, 2020 
has just one more day on the 
calendar. Then, as best as we can, 
we put 2020 behind us and move 
forward.

I, like you, would like to believe 
a new year holds promise of  how 
things will be better. 

We will have learned from 
the mistakes made in the past 
and stride ahead with acquired 
knowledge so we don’t make the 
same mistakes again. There’s still 
time to change the road you are 
on. It’s all about choices, it’s all 
about free will. 

Some choose the same path 
they are on and never deviate. 
Others choose to take the road 
less traveled, open to change and 
new opportunities.

There are things we can 
change, some things we can’t. 
But just as the sun rises at dawn 
for the beginning of  a new day, 
opportunity exists to better our 
existence and that of  those whose 
surround us. 

Some will say these are the 
worst of  times. It’s hard to argue, 
but there was a time when things 
were worse than they are now.

History tells us how brother 
rose up and took arms against 
brother. 

The time was 1861 and, before 
the year was over, Civil War had 
begun.

On Inauguration Day that year, 
a new president took the oath of  
office. The election of  Abraham 
Lincoln set in motion a series of  
events which led to the Civil War. 
Lincoln’s words, during his time 
in office, have come to define who 
we are as a nation. 

The burden upon this man was 
unlike any other who has held 
the office before or since. He 
vowed to preserve the union by 
any means. 

In his first address to the 
nation, after taking office, he 
found the words which to me are 
just as applicable today as they 
were then. 

“We are not enemies, but friends. 
We must not be enemies. Though 
passion may have strained, it 
must not break our bonds of  
affection,” he said. 

“The mystic chords of  memory 
will swell when again touched, as 
surely they will be, by the better 
angels of  our nature.”

We identify ourselves in terms 
of  political affiliations, creating 
a divide that threatens to bring 
about the end of  our nation as we 
know it. 

Set aside those garments of  
opinion and there’s just one 
thing that unites us. We are all 
Americans. Nothing can take that 
away from us.

What divides us now cannot be 
allowed to destroy us.

Now, more than ever, we need to 
appeal to the better angels of  our 
nature. 

For if  we don’t, we will all be 
swept away into the abyss along 
with the one thing we cherish 
most — freedom.

As 2021 begins, will you stand 
up or will you surrender? Will 
you embrace what unites us 
or accept what divides us? The 
choice is yours. I hope you choose 
well.

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

also urban unrest, racial discrimination, police 
brutality and a chaotic presidential election that 
led to protests and rioting. The H3N2 Hong Kong flu 
killed a million people worldwide.

Then there’s the Dust Bowl, rampant homeless-
ness and hunger marches stemming from the Great 
Depression in 1932. A deadly flu pandemic in 1918-
19 was coupled with anarchist bombings and wide-
spread racial violence in the United States during a 
postwar recession.

Perhaps any year during the American Civil War 
1861-1864 when 620,000 Americans were killed by 
other Americans.

So, is 2020 the worst year ever? It’s your call. But 
it does rank right up here.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

At Christmas each year, I like to share a portion of  a Christmas speech 
from President Reagan - I would like to think the hope he shared 40 years ago 
matches the hope we can have as we enter 2021. After a year of  unprecedented 
challenges, it can be difficult to look for the bright side of  things. It is impor-
tant to remember, although the COVID pandemic is unprecedented, we have 
been in difficult times before.

In 1981, President Reagan took office amidst high inflation, an energy crisis, 
low confidence, and a recession. At his Christmas address, President Reagan 
did not shy away from the issues America was facing. He spoke about other 
difficult times in our history and reminded us that we have always persevered. 

Finally, he asked us to remember our dedication to 
Christ and the miracle of  Christmas.

Known to history as the “Great Communicator,” Presi-
dent Reagan had a special gift of  speaking to Americans. 
Today, we can take the lessons he taught us about finding 
Christ, especially during difficult times, apply them to 
our fight against COVID, and get through this together.
President Ronald Reagan
Radio Address to the Nation
December 23, 1981

At Christmas time, every home takes on a special beauty, 
a special warmth, and that’s certainly true of  the White 
House, where so many famous Americans have spent their 
Christmases over the years. This fine old home, the peo-
ple’s house, has seen so much, been so much a part of  all 
our lives and history. It’s been humbling and inspiring for 
Nancy and me to be spending our first Christmas in this 
place.

We’ve lived here as your tenants for almost a year now, 
and what a year it’s been. As a people we’ve been through 
quite a lot -- moments of  joy, of  tragedy, and of  real 
achievement -- moments that I believe have brought us all 

closer together. G. K. Chesterton once said that the world would never starve for 
wonders, but only for the want of  wonder.

At this special time of  year, we all renew our sense of  wonder in recalling the 
story of  the first Christmas in Bethlehem, nearly 2,000 year ago.

Some celebrate Christmas as the birthday of  a great and good philosopher and 
teacher. Others of  us believe in the divinity of  the child born in Bethlehem, that 
he was and is the promised Prince of  Peace. Yes, we’ve questioned why he who 
could perform miracles chose to come among us as a helpless babe, but maybe 
that was his first miracle, his first great lesson that we should learn to care for 
one another.

Tonight, in millions of  American homes, the glow of  the Christmas tree is a 
reflection of  the love Jesus taught us. Like the shepherds and wise men of  that 
first Christmas, we Americans have always tried to follow a higher light, a star, 
if  you will. At lonely campfire vigils along the frontier, in the darkest days of  the 
Great Depression, through war and peace, the twin beacons of  faith and freedom 
have brightened the American sky. At times our footsteps may have faltered, but 
trusting in God’s help, we’ve never lost our way.

Just across the way from the White House stand the two great emblems of  the 
holiday season: a Menorah, symbolizing the Jewish festival of  Hanukkah, and 
the National Christmas Tree, a beautiful towering blue spruce from Pennsylva-
nia. Like the National Christmas Tree, our country is a living, growing thing 
planted in rich American soil. Only our devoted care can bring it to full flower. 
So, let this holiday season be for us a time of  rededication.

Holidays a time of rededication

By now, we’ve all heard the good 
news about the Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccines. Each of  them is 
roughly 95-percent effective against 
COVID-19, and they have both been 
approved by the FDA.

Thanks to Operation Warp Speed, 
a public-private partnership be-
tween the federal government and 
these manufacturers, we have devel-
oped these vaccines in record time. 
But creating a vaccine is only part 

of  the battle. 
The next chal-
lenge is get-
ting hundreds 
of  millions of  
doses where 
they need to 
go. 

I’m the 
chairman of  
the Senate 
Commerce 
Transporta-
tion and Safety 
Subcommittee, 
which over-
sees federal 
transporta-
tion policy. On 
December 10, I 
held a hearing 
in Washington 

to discuss the logistics of  transport-
ing a COVID-19 vaccine with a state 
official as well as officials from 
FedEx and UPS, two companies who 
will be central to delivering the vast 
majority of  vaccine doses.

We heard from Dr. Rachel Levine, 
Pennsylvania’s Secretary of  Health 
and the president of  the Association 
of  State and Territorial Health Of-
ficials. Dr. Levine provided insight 
into the types of  logistics challenges 
all states could face as they work to 
distribute the vaccine. She high-
lighted, for example, that states and 
local governments will need more 

The logistics of transporting
the COVID-19 vaccine

funding to distribute these vaccines 
and to get the word out to the public. 
The most recent relief  package 
provides $8.75 billion in funding for 
vaccine distribution.

Richard Smith, executive vice 
president of  FedEx, and Wesley 
Wheeler, UPS’s president for global 
healthcare, testified about what 
their companies have done to pre-
pare for one of  the biggest logistical 
challenges in recent memory. As you 
can imagine, the holidays are the 
busiest time of  the year for shipping 
companies even in normal times, 
and during the pandemic there has 
been a surge in online shopping.

Thankfully, both UPS and FedEx 
said they have been planning for 
months to deliver the vaccines 
along with their regular orders. I 
was pleased to hear that UPS has 
hired 100,000 additional employees 
for peak season, and that FedEx has 
hired 70,000. 

The first vaccines have already 
been delivered, but shipping vol-
ume will only increase throughout 
the first months of  2021. Operation 
Warp Speed officials have estimated 
that roughly 20 million doses will be 
delivered this month, with 60 mil-
lion more coming in January and 
another 100 million in February.

During the hearing, UPS and 
FedEx made it clear that the vac-
cines are a top priority. They each 
said that they will be able to deliver 
vaccines anywhere in the country 
by 10:30am the next day. This will 
be crucial as the number of  vac-
cine doses and administration sites 
expand, and prompt delivery will 
potentially save thousands of  lives 
between now and the end of  the 
pandemic.

The shipping companies also out-
lined their plans to track each vac-
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Obituary
Joe Buelt, Jr., 90

Born here in Antelope County, he will be remembered by many for his friendly smile, helping hand and sense of humor.
Joe Buelt, Jr., 90, of  Elgin, 

passed away Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2020 at Antelope 
Memorial Hospital, Neligh. 

A public visitation was 
held Sunday 
at St. Boniface 
Church with no 
family present. 
A wake service 
followed at 5 
p.m. Current 
Covid-19 DHM’s 
in effect, inclu-
ding social dis-
tancing, were 

followed at the visitation. 
A Private Mass of  Christian 

Burial was held Monday, 
December 28, 2020 at St. 

Boniface Church in Elgin, with 
Rev. Kevin Vogel and Deacon 
Dennis Wiehn officiating. 
Interment followed in the 
parish cemetery with Military 
Rites conducted by American 
Legion Post #229 and VFW 
Post #5816 of  Elgin, and the 
Army Funeral Honor Guard. 

Levander Funeral Home 
of  Elgin, is in charge of  
arrangements. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www,levanderfuneralhome.
com.

*****
Joseph Paul Buelt Jr. was 

born September 24, 1930, on 
the family farm 3 1/2 miles 
southeast of  Elgin. He was 

the youngest of  five children 
born to Joseph and Mary 
(Heil) Buelt. He grew up on 
the farm and attended Saint 
Boniface school. He entered 
the US Army in 1952, saw 
overseas duty in Germany, and 
was discharged in 1954. He 
returned to Elgin, helped his 
dad with the farm and drove 
a truck wagon for Union Oil. 
He worked also in Omaha as a 
delivery man and for a water 
softener company.

He married Elizabeth (Betty) 
Ann Stoltz on August 23, 1955. 
To this union, four daughters 
were born: Barbara, Karen, 
Beverly, and Marsha. Joe 
worked at the Wicks Home 

Company in Neligh, Nebraska, 
Schmitt Construction for 
11 years, and also for Blair 
Motors Inc. in Elgin for 20 
years, until his retirement.

Joe will be remembered most 
by his friendly smile, helping 
hand, and sense of  humor that 
always made his company with 
others enjoyable. He was a 
member of  VFW Post 5816 of  
Elgin, the Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department for 22 years and 
was a member of  St. Boniface 
Parish where he served on 
the CCD board and the parish 
council. His faith and family 
were of  most importance to 
him.

Survivors include his 

daughters: Barbara Andersen 
of  Norfolk; Karen (Ed) 
Boyle of  Creighton; Marsha 
Stier (Kevin) of  Norfolk; 10 
grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren. His sister 
Mildred Grietens of  Norfolk; 
along with nieces, nephews 

and many close friends.
He is preceded in death by 

his wife Betty Ann and infant 
daughter Beverly Ann Buelt; 
son-in-law Dave Andersen; two 
brothers: Wilfred Buelt and 
Raymond Buelt; and a sister 
Dorothy (Buelt) Dwyer.

cine shipment. Each shipment 
will have its own tracking 
device, which will tell FedEx 
and UPS exactly where it is at 
any given time. 

Perhaps most importantly, 
each shipment will be moni-
tored to ensure it remains at 
the necessary temperature 
throughout the entire process. 
That temperature is a notable 
negative 94 degrees for the 
Pfizer vaccine and negative 
four degrees for Moderna’s. 

These vaccines are FDA-
approved, effective, and on the 
way. It was so encouraging to 
see footage of  the first Ameri-
cans being vaccinated on 
December 14. We have a long 
way to go until the majority of  
our citizens are vaccinated, but 
we should all be grateful to see 
the progress being made and 
keep the faith that a return to 
normalcy is on the horizon.

From Page Four
Fischer

I love the quiet of  the house in the pre-dawn 
hour. I love sitting in the living room with only 

the lights of  our Christ-
mas tree to bathe me in 
warm glow. I love the 
lazier Christmas days 
after the 25th when the 
wrapping paper is cleared 
away and the cardboard 
is prepared for recycling, 
when there are deliciously 
dwindling leftovers still in 
the fridge, and the hurry 
and harry of  late Advent 
days have given way to 
the spacious, slower-paced 
twelve days of  Christmas. 
I love to savor the season 
of  Christmas down to the 
last sip on Epiphany, Janu-
ary 6th.  

Growing up, we loosely 
observed Advent in our 
house. I remember sweet 
Advent calendars with 

funny little pictures or waxy chocolates behind 
cardboard doors for everyday in the count-down 

to the big day. I remember Mother introducing 
us one year to an Advent wreath and Sunday 
evenings just before The Wonderful World of  
Disney came on when all five of  us awkwardly 
gathered in the living room to “do a devotion.” 
I remember Daddy, at the end of  one such act of  
piety repeated the scripture verse to us back-
wards having passed the whole time, not con-
centrating on the meaning of  the words we kids 
were reading aloud from the little devotional 
book, but on how to make a palindrome out 
of  the words Mom had read from the prophet 
Isaiah. I remember the gales of  laughter that 
ensued. Joy to the world, indeed!

Growing up, we decorated our tree just a week 
or ten days before the 25th and kept it up at least 
through New Year’s Day depending not on a 
liturgical calendar but on how dry it was getting 
and how much of  a fire risk it was becoming. As 
soon as January 2nd rolled around, the holidays 
at home finished up with a fizzle. 

In my junior year of  college, I arrived in Swe-
den for my spring semester abroad on Epiph-
any--January 6th just in time to join my new 
classmates in “throwing out” Christmas. That 

Savoring the season of Christmas

See McNEIL, Page Eight
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Coaching: It’s 
not “9 to 5”

SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Paiton
Hoefer

Just before last week’s 
newspaper was put to bed, I 
received an email announcing 
the resignation of  Wolfpack 
Football Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer.

There was precious little 
time to do a large article in the 
paper as the deadline to get it 
to the printer in Iowa was close 
at hand.

Coach Eisenhauer has been 
on the sidelines at Elgin Field 
ever 
since I 
came to 
Elgin 
more 
than 10 
years ago. 
First, 
as an 
assistant 
coach 
under 
Coach 
Carlie 
Wells, 
then as 
head 
coach 
when 
Wells 
left for 
Perkins 
County to 
guide the Plainsmen.

Eisenhauer announced the 
reason for stepping down from 
the position was, in large part, 
due to wanting to spend more 
time with family and wanting 
to watch his children compete.

The reasons make perfect 
sense because the time it takes 
to do all the tasks necessary to 
be a successful coach adds up 
in a hurry. 

Coaching is no 9 to 5 kinda 
job. Practices may start in 
August, but the behind-the-
scenes work starts before then. 
Once the season begins, there’s 
scouting your opponent, 
putting together a game plan 
for the upcoming game, there’s 
film study on your own team 
to see what needs to be fixed 
before the next game. Then 
there’s practice, there are 
tasks to do before, during and 
after practice. There’s getting 
the right players in the right 
positions to give the team the 
best chance for success.

ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
JV girls team claimed a 32 
to 20 victory over Creighton 
last week. Brenna Martin-
sen led the team with 16 
points followed by Ellie 
Ruterbories 8, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3, Baylee 
Busteed 3 and Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 2. 
Boys beat Bulldogs

The Wolfpack boys JV 
topped Creighton 50 to 30.

Statistics provided by 
Coach Matt Koeppe showed 
Gage Thiessen leading 
EPPJ with 20 points 
followed by Myles Kittleson 
13, Camryn Pelster 7, Cor-
bin Kinney 4 and Dylon 
Lueking 4.

ELGIN — Playing their last 
game before the Christmas 
break, Elgin Public-Pope John 
could not hold off  Creighton in 
the second half  and fell to the 
Bulldogs 58 to 55.

The Wolfpack built a 30 
to 20 lead in the first half, 
capitalizing on the long-range 
shooting of  sophomore Paiton 
Hoefer. He led the Wolfpack 
with 24 points and was the 
main offensive threat in the 
first half.

Then, in the second half, 
the Bulldogs slowly began to 
fight back. They outscored the 
Wolfpack by five points in the 
third quarter to cut the lead 
to 42 to 37 entering the fourth 
quarter.

In the final eight minutes of  
the game, Creighton caught up 
to and passed the Wolfpack on 
the scoreboard. The Bulldogs 
first lead of  the second half  
came with 1:47 left in the game 
on a two-pointer by sophomore 
John Mitchell. Creighton 
outscored EPPJ 21 to 13 in the 
fourth quarter to earn a come-
from-behind victory.

ELGIN — The Wolfpack 
girls varsity team dropped 
their second home game 
in December as Creighton 
claimed a 52 to 44 victory on 
Monday night, Dec. 21.

The Lady Bulldogs, trailing 
by two to start the second half, 
outscored EPPJ 29 to 19 in the 
final two quarters to claim the 
victory.

Simply put, the shots just 
wouldn’t fall for the Wolfpack 
as they made just 27 percent 
of  their field goal attempts 
(14/52). It didn’t get any better 
from behind the arc as they 
missed all 16 of  their three-
point shot attempts.

A bright spot for the 
Wolfpack was the continued 
strong play from freshman 
forward Ashlynne Charf. 
She led EPPJ with 19 points, 

JV Wrapup

Three members of  the Elgin 
Public-Pope John varsity foot-
ball team earned postseason 

honors Sunday 
from the state’s 
largest daily 
newspaper.

The Omaha 
World-Herald 
announced 
their all-state 
football teams.

EPPJ’s Colton 
Wright, Jack 
Wemhoff  and 
Paiton Hoefer 
earned “honor-

able mention” in Class D2.

Jack
Wemhoff

Colton
Wright

OWH Postseason
honors to three
EPPJ players

Hoefer finished with a 
double-double (24 points, 10 
rebounds). Also notching a 
double-double was freshman 
Blake Henn. Starting in place 
of  Nick Anderson who missed 
his second straight game, 
Henn had 13 points on six of  
eight shooting and snared a 
team-high 13 rebounds. Junior 
Colton Wright had 11 points.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s 
record to 3-5.

Creighton 58, EPPJ 55
Bulldogs……….18  2  17  21 — 58
Wolfpack………22  8  12  13 — 55
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 6-8 
1-2 13, Jack Wemhoff 0-7 0-0 0, 
Paiton Hoefer 8-14 4-4 24, Austin 
Good 2-10 0-0 5, Camryn Pelster 
0-0 2-4 2, Colton Wright 5-7 1-2 11, 
Jordan Lindgren 0-0 0-0 0. Team 
totals: 21-46 8-12 55. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 5-15 (Paiton 
Hoefer 4, Austin Good 1).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 25 (Blake Henn 13, 
Colton Wright 10). Assists — 
Wolfpack 11 (Austin Good 4). 
Steals — Wolfpack 2. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 10.

Bulldogs edge EPPJ 58 to 55

Creighton holds off EPPJ 52 to 44
making six of  12 two-point 
shots and converting on seven 
of  13 free throws. She was the 
only Wolfpack player to score 
in double figures in the game.

Creighton gained the 
upper hand behind the play 
of  junior Maycee Zimmerer. 
Time and time again, when 
it appeared that the Wolfpack 
were ready to make a run, she 
got free inside to score. The 
Wolfpack never got closer than 
four points in the final eight 
minutes of  the game.

The Lady Bulldogs made 20 
of  42 field goal attempts (48 
percent) and made 10 of  21 free 
throws. In the final minute of  
the fourth quarter, Creighton 
connected on six of  10 free 
throws.

The loss dropped the 
Wolfpack’s record to 5-2, 

snapping a five-game winning 
streak.

Creighton 52, EPPJ 44
Bulldogs……...12  11  15  14 — 52
Wolfpack……..13  12  10   9 — 44
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 0-1 
1-2 1, Ashlynne Charf 6-12 7-13 
19, Skyler Meis 3-12 0-5 6, Kaylee 
Ramold 2-4 0-0 4, Kirsten Krebs 
2-10 3-5 7, Brenna Martinsen 0-0 
0-0 0, Keyera Eisenhauer 0-7 3-4 
3, Ally Selting 1-6 2-2 4. Team 
totals: 14-52 16-26 44. Creighton 
team totals: 20-42 10-21 52. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
0-19, Creighton 2-11.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 33 (Kirsten Krebs 10), 
Creighton 35. Assists — Wolfpack 
6 (Ashlynne Charf 2, Skyler 
Meis 2), Creighton 10. Steals 
— Wolfpack 7 (Kaylee Ramold 
4), Creighton 5. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 16, Creighton 24.Camryn Pelster (12) has come off the bench this season to provide 

quality minutes for the Wolfpack. E-R photo/DMorgan

Taylynne Charf utilized a screen set by Skyler Meis to drive to the basket during first half action against 
Creighton. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice of Organization — J and S Ag Production LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that J 

and S Ag Production LLC (the 
“Company”) has been organized 
under the laws of the State of Ne-
braska. The designated office of 
the Company is 53151 845 Rd., 
Tilden, NE 68781. The registered 

agent of the Company is Joseph 
Daniel Tegeler, 53151 845 Rd., 
Tilden, NE 68781. The general 
nature of the business will be to 
engage in the transaction of any 
or all lawful business, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 

State of Nebraska. The LLC was 
filed with the State of Nebraska 
October 29 2020. Organizer 
Name: LegalZoom.com, Inc.
PUBLISH: December 16, 23 & 
30, 2020
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Tegeler Cattle Co. LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Tegeler Cattle Co. LLC (the 
“Company”) has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska. The designated office 
of the Company is 53151 845 
Rd., Tilden, NE 68781. The reg-

istered agent of the Company is 
Joseph Daniel Tegeler, 53151 
845 Rd., Tilden, NE 68781. The 
general nature of the business 
will be to engage in the transac-
tion of any or all lawful business, 
for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under 

the laws of the State of Nebras-
ka. The LLC was filed with the 
State of Nebraska October 29 
2020. Organizer Name: Legal-
Zoom.com, Inc.
PUBLISH: December 16, 23 & 
30, 2020

Notice of Meetings — Antelope County Commissioners

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
JnS Enterprises Inc. a corpo-

ration, shall engage in any lawful 
business for which a corporation 
may be formed under the Ne-
braska Model Business Corpora-
tion Act.  The aggregate number 
of shares which the Corporation 
shall have authority to issue is 
100 shares of common stock, 

Notice of Incorporation — JnS Enterprises Inc.
with the par value of $0.001 per 
share. Perpetual existence com-
menced on November 16 2020 
when Articles of Incorporation 
were filed with the Secretary of 
State. Affairs are to be conducted 
by the Board of Directors and of-
ficers authorized by the Bylaws 
and the Board. The registered 
office of the corporation is 53151 

845 Rd, Tilden, NE 68781 and 
the registered agent at such ad-
dress is Joseph D. Tegeler. The 
name and street address of the 
incorporator is LegalZoom.com, 
Inc., 101 N. Brand Blvd., 10th 
Floor, Glendale, CA 91203.
PUBLISH: December 23 & 30, 
2020 & January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETINGS COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-

ERS, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF JANUARY, 2020
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 

Commissioner’s room in the An-
telope County Courthouse An-
nex, Neligh, Nebraska on the fol-
lowing dates and times: 

January 5th, 2021 at 9:00 AM
January 12th, 2021 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to the 

public.  An agenda, kept con-
tinuously current, is available for 

public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s Office and may 
be modified at such meeting to 
include items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 84-
1411 of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.
PUBLISH: December 30, 2020
ZNEZ

Public Notice Announcing the 
Availability of a Finding of No 

Significant Impact 
The United States Department 

of Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment (RD) has made a Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FON-
SI) with respect to a request for 
possible financing assistance to 
Elkhorn Solar, LLC for the con-
struction of a solar array approxi-
mately five miles west of Elgin, 
NE.  If the public wishes to ob-
tain copies of the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and FONSI, 
or for further information, con-
tact: Jeff Carpenter, RD Energy 
Coordinator at (402) 437-5554 
or jeff.carpenter@usda.gov or 
100 Centennial Mall North, Suite 
308, Lincoln, NE 68508.  The EA 

Notice — Elkhorn Solar, LLC
and FONSI are also available for 
public review at the RD Office. 

The proposed project con-
sists of installing a 1.938 MW 
solar array on an approximately 
30-acre site. Some tree clear-
ing and grading will be required 
on the site. Disturbed areas will 
be revegetated with native seed 
mix.

The availability of the EA for 
public review was announced via 
notice in the Elgin Review on De-
cember 3, 2020 and December 
10, 2020. A 14-day comment pe-
riod was announced in the news-
paper notice(s). The EA was also 
available for public review at the 
locations mentioned above.  No 
public comments were received 

Based on its EA, commitments 
made by the Elkhorn Solar, LLC, 
and lack of public comments re-
ceived, RD has concluded that 
the project would have no sig-
nificant impact (or no impacts) 
to water quality, wetlands, flood-
plains, land use, aesthetics, 
transportation, or human health 
and safety or on resources listed 
or eligible for listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

Therefore, RD has determined 
that this FONSI fulfills its obliga-
tions under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act, for its action 
related to the project. 
PUBLISH: December 30, 2020 
& January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

I’ve watched enough coaches 
through the years that I’ve 
come to think the easiest 
part of  their regimen is the 
actual game itself. In a sense, 
it’s kinda like a wedding. All 
the time spent in preparation 
comes down to the ceremony/
game. Once the music begins, 
once the whistle blows, it starts 
and what happens, happens.

Victory on the gridiron tastes 
sweet. The feeling doesn’t last 
long as the process starts over 
the next day.

Thanks for making the 
commitment it takes to be a 
football coach and continued 
success coaching the girls 
basketball team this season 
and beyond.

evening, they danced around 
their naked Christmas Tree 
(not, around their Christmas 
tree naked as my father might 
prefer to read that sentence 
were he still alive!) before 
hoisting it out the front door of  
the school, across the road, and 
out onto the frozen lake with a 
“hurrah!” after eating from a 
fabulous smorgasbord of  hard 
breads and cheeses, caviar 
from a tube, gingerbreads and 
cakes made with almandine 
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and cardamom. Ever since 
Sweden, I’ve embraced the full 
twelve days of  Christmas. 

When my boys were growing 
up, Advent days were chock-
full of  all the usual family 
busyness of  the season plus 
all the responsibilities being a 
pastor brings to that time; spe-
cial services to plan, extra ser-
mons to write, choir rehearsals 
and children’s pageants and 
more. When the hustle up to 
Christmas is finished, I finally 
get to savor the season’s sweet-
ness. 

Why am I thinking about all 
of  this? Because a friend in 
Ohio just posted on Facebook. 
She boasted that her tree is 
down, the decorations (indoors 
and out) are put away, her 
house is clean and Christmas 
is officially over at her house. 
All-righty, then. 

That’s all well and good for 
her, but me? I’m over here 
basking in a twinkling glow 
and savoring every sip of  sea-
sonal sweetness. 

No matter when you “throw 
out” your tree, may the light of  

God’s love that always over-
comes darkness, shine on you 
and in you however long you 
celebrate Christmas, and all 
throughout the coming year. 

*****
Park Church is still worship-

ping via ZOOM and you are 
welcome to join us. Contact me 
for the connection informa-
tion. beckyzmcneil@gmail.com 
402. 540. 5615.

This year’s Christmas looked a bit different 
for everyone with COVID-19 guidelines. Some 
watched church from home, some left out 
gift exchanges, some wore masks with their 
family, and some didn’t even get together 

with their family. I was 
lucky enough to spend 
another Christmas at my 
grandma’s with my whole 
family.

This year, Christmas 
festivities started and 
ended with a lot of  food. 
The amount of  food 
piled onto each counter 
was endless -- from 3 
different types of  soup, 
an assortment of  chips, 
meatballs, trays of  
crackers and vegetables 
and dip, and of  course my 
favorite part, dessert. And 
the next day, we cooked a 
22 pound prime rib. Let’s 
just say there were plenty 
of  leftovers for everyone 
to take home. Every year, 

for as long as I can remember, the one thing 
said after everyone ate is that we aren’t going to 
make as much as the year before. Yet, we always 
end up with more. 

If  anyone knows our family, our Christmas 
is not a one but  two day filled celebration. In 
all honesty, much of  that time is spent either 

eating, watching football, watching Christmas 
movies, or playing cards. We did bring a Wii to 
maybe change things up but we were all in such 
a food coma that we could barely get out of  our 
seats. So a majority of  the time after we ate, we 
gathered in the living room and watched Elf  
and A Christmas Story. 

One thing that was really different than most 
years was leaving out our White Elephant gift 
exchange. With COVID shutting down things, 
we all decided a gift exchange wasn’t needed 
this year. However, my grandma still got all the 
grandkids a little something. I got TwIzzlers, 
a Big Mac and Cheese cup, and White Cheddar 
Poppables.

And in a family Christmas tradition, the 
night went okay with a few games of  30 point 
pitch. Now I wouldn’t say I am a master, but I 
definitely am getting a lot better. On my team 
was my cousin Drew and Uncle Jeff  and we 
played my aunts Tara and Tracey and then 
Ross. Throughout the game, my team did have 
some let downs, mainly because of  Drew -- 
not to point fingers. But we did end the night 
winning 3 games in a row. I will say, it was not 
as energetic as most of  our card games because 
we were all so stuffed.

Although our Christmas was a different this 
year, I was so happy to be able to spend time 
with all my family when so many others aren’t 
this year. Christmas just wouldn’t have been 
the same without my family and our traditions. 
Maybe next year, we won’t make as much food 
and be able to do some more fun activities.

Holiday starts and ends with food

to the pandemic. Elgin Public 
Schools staff  remains busy by 
preparing breakfast and lunch 
meals to students at home. In 
response to the pandemic, Jo’s 
Classic Catering began serving 
take-out meals. 
April

Elgin’s Ray and Peggy 
Payne receive the 2020 Good 
Nebraska Neighbor Award 
after their help when a serious 
accident occurred on a rural 
intersection in August of  2019. 

The first case of  COVID-19 
was reported in Antelope 
County. 

Elgin held their first cruise 
night as a way for people to see 
their friends and neighbors 
amidst the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The Elgin Community Club 
hosted their “Stay at Home” 
Easter egg hunt where more 
than 50 families participated. 

Boone County Health Center 
Foundation announced the 
addition of  two new board 
members Ralph Horacek and 
Mandy Luettel. 

NET Public Television 
is presenting “Herb 
Mignery Country Artist” a 
documentary about bronze 
sculptor Herb Mignery who 
spent his boyhood years in 
Bartlett, Nebraska. 

Antelope County Clerk of  
the District Court Judith Cole 
announced her retirement 
later this year.

Meat prices finally start to 
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settle down after a few weeks 
due to the pandemic. 

Rachel and Scott Becker say 
goodbye to Pope John and the 
community after 8 years of  
educating in Elgin.  

Governor Pete Rickets 
announced the easing of  
some restrictions on social 
gatherings and business 
operations. 
May

What was supposed to be 
their graduation weekend, 
instead, was celebrated with a 
cruise night to honor the EPS 
and PJCC seniors. 

Nearly 2000 people request 
absentee ballots ahead of  the 
Nebraska Primary Election.

Elgin High School Alumni 
banquet is cancelled amidst 
COVID-19. 

Antelope County 
Commissioners appear ready 
to move forward with major 
road repairs within the county. 

Jackson Wemhoff  receives 
the “Help Your Neighbor” 
Award.

Members of  the Nebraska 
National Guard, including 
Elgin native Carly Tharnish, 
help test Nebraskans across 
the state for the coronavirus. 

The Elgin Community Club 
decided to cancel the annual 
Vetch Days celebrations with 
concerns of  the pandemic. 

Liz Furstenau, RN and 
infection control director, is 
the 2020 Caring Kind Award 
Winner of  Antelope Memorial 
Hospital. 

Veterans, Elgin American 
Legion, and auxiliary members 
braved the wind, rain, and cool 
conditions to honor service 
men and women on Memorial 
Day. 

Gene Heithoff, 58, was life 
flighted to Omaha hospital 
after suffering injuries when 
his semi-tractor trailer truck 
veered off  Highway 14 into 
Huffman-Levander Funeral 
Home building. Allyson Selting 
named to lead the Elgin FFA 
Chapter as the president. 
June

Boone County Health Center 
made history when they broke 
ground on the new Outpatient 
Clinic Expansion. 

Wolfpack athletes get back 
to work in the weight room 
after two months break due to 
COVID-19 shutdown. 

Elgin Public Schools finally 
celebrate the graduation 
ceremony of  the class of  2020. 

Cordell Waterbury is to 
celebrate the completion of  his 
new business around July 4. 

The Antelope County Board 
of  Commissioners approved 
the appointment of  Antelope 
County Deputy Clerk Angie 
Mortensen to serve until the 
position comes up for election.

The Elgin Community Blood 
Drive surpassed their 55-60 
units goal and collected 81 
units. 

The Elgin City Swimming 
Pool opened and required new 
guidelines to be followed to 
adhere to social distancing. 

It Pays To
Advertise!
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An installation service of  
Reverend Jon Thomas Franson 
was held Dec. 6, 2020 at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in 
Bartlett.  

The installation service, held 
at 3 p.m., was officiated by Rev-
erend Richard Snow, District 
President, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of  Seward, Nebraska; 
Reverend Adam Snoberger, 
Trinity Lutheran Church of  
Grand Island; and Reverend 
Adam Archer, St. John’s Lu-
theran Church of  Ord.

*****
Our thoughts and prayers 

are lifted up for the Bob Bittner 
family. Bob, a 1970 Wheeler 

Central Graduate, died Dec. 19 
at the age of  68. 

I hope each of  you had a 
special Christmas. A family 
get together at our home the 
weekend before Christmas 
included my parents Ellis and 
Lois Schrunk of  Bartlett, our 
children Andy Tetschner and 
his family of  Lincoln, An-
gela Keyes and her family of  
Beatrice and Ben Tetschner of  
Bartlett. 

The best gift of  Christmas is 
the gift of  God’s son Jesus. The 
second best was being together 
as a family.  

Amanda Fritzen pens first adventure novel
By Skylar Reestman
Student intern

For many people, it takes 
many years of  hard work and 
determination to accomplish 
something great. And for some 
like Amanda Fritzen, you can 
get a lot accomplished in a 
short time.

Amanda Fritzen, at only 
the age of  15, has published 
her first book. Based on 
some of  her own experience 
with her friends and creative 
thinking, she was able to 
write her novel. Her book, 
The Adventures in Tree Wood 

Hollow, is about three best 
friends with very different 
personalities that come 
together in order to solve a 
mystery. This book is only 
the first of  a four-part series 
that she has already begun to 
write that will continue the 
adventures of  the characters 
in her story. 

Amanda enjoys writing, 
and hanging out with friends 
and is always ready to try 
something new. After her 
father’s car accident over a 
year ago, having to travel back 
and forth from Omaha for his 

rehabilitation, she - being 
an optimist - turned a not so 
good situation into a positive 
one and started to write her 
book to keep herself  busy. 
Everywhere she went, she 
would carry a notebook with 
her in case an idea popped 
into her head. 

Whether it was at home, in 
the rehab center, or in the car, 
she jotted her ideas down that 
would add to her story.  Being 
home schooled, she also used 
her writing for credit in her 

english class. 
Her ideas would not only 

come from her imagination, 
but the first few chapters 
are based off  of  real life 
experiences with her own 
friends. And she also got 
many ideas for the rest of  her 
story from her editor, her own 
mother. 

After a year of  writing and 
editing, from the late nights 
of  hard work on her novel and 
writer’s block, she finished 
her book. 

See BARTLETT, Page 10

Through Amazon, she 
became a self-published 
writer and has even had 
her book sold in different 
states and internationally in 
Europe. Her book will also be 
available in our surrounding 
libraries in Elgin, Neligh, and 
Clearwater for everyone in 
our local community to enjoy.

I am amazed by the amount 
of  strength, courage, and 
determination of  this one 
15 year old girl. Despite the 
challenges she faced, she was 

still able to come out on the 
other end as a role model for 
all. I am looking forward to 
reading her first book and 
watching for the rest of  the 
series and cannot wait to see 

Fifteen-year-old rural Elgin resident Amanda Fritzen recently pub-
lished her first novel, The Adventures in Tree Wood Hollow. E-R 
photo/LMorgan

In the spring of  2020, the pesticide safety training season, like 
most everything else, was upended by COVID-19. Numerous in-
person training sessions were canceled, and alternative training 
methods were devised. The Nebraska Department of  Agriculture 
even offered a license extension to applicators who were unable 
to recertify their licenses by the April 15 deadline (applicators 
who received this extension must complete their training in 
2021).  Now, with much uncertainty still surrounding the novel 
coronavirus, the 2021 training season has arrived.  

One certainty is that some degree of  flexibility will be needed 
from all involved. The Pesticide Safety Education Program’s 
(PSEP) primary goal is always to deliver quality training to Ne-
braska’s current and prospective applicators. Most agree that the 
best way to accomplish that is through conventional, in-person 
training sessions. For that reason, Nebraska Extension intends 
to host in-person training for both private and commercial/
noncommercial applicators in 2021 while adhering to local and 
state health guidelines. This includes training for recertifying 
applicators and for people getting licensed as their initial, or first 
training.  Most, if  not all, training sites are expected to operate 
at reduced capacity during the training season. This will allow 
meetings to continue under state and local health guidelines, but 
will also mean space for participants will be limited. Some coun-
ties may schedule more meetings to accommodate for reduced ca-
pacities. Online training for private applicators is also available.  

Preregistration is required to attend any of  the training ses-
sions:  

• Private applicators (both initial and recertifying) can prereg-
ister by calling their county extension office.  

Extension gears up for 2021
pesticide safety training

See EXTENSION, Page 10
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Supper guests in the Ellis 
and Lois home on Christmas 
Eve were Steven and Janna 
Schrunk of  Elgin and Glenn, 
Sherry and Ben Tetschner 
of  Bartlett. My mom had the 

The installation service of Reverend Jon Franson held earlier this 
month at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Bartlett. Pictured are (front 
row, l-r): Reverend Richard Snow and Reverend Jon  Thomas Fran-
son. Back row: Reverend Adam Archer and Reverend Adam Snoberg-
er. Photo and article courtesy of Marilyn Booth.

table beautifully decorated 
for Christmas. The meal was 
delicious with a grand finale 
of  pumpkin pie and whipped 
topping.

By Sherry Tetschner

• Initial commercial/noncommercial applicators can prereg-
ister online.  

• Recertifying commercial/noncommercial applicators can 
preregister online.  

While optimistic about the ability to hold in-person training, 
those involved in the pesticide program recognize that 2021 will 
not be a normal year. That has led to a statewide effort to pre-
pare alternative training methods in the event that in-person 
meetings must be canceled.  

‘Do I need a pesticide applicator license?’  
By law, certain pesticides are classified as “restricted-use 

pesticides” (RUP) due to the risk involved in handling them, 
while others are “general-use” (GUP) for the general public. To 
purchase and use RUPs, one must obtain an applicator license 
from their state. Pesticide applicator licenses are classified as 
either private, commercial, or noncommercial.  

Private applicators apply RUPs for the purpose of  producing 
agricultural commodities on their own property, or on property 
they rent. Private applicators are generally farmers and ranch-
ers who do their own spraying.  

Commercial applicators apply RUPs on a contractual or “for 
hire” basis. If  working in structural pest control, lawn care, 
or community-wide vector control (e.g., mosquito control), a 
license is also required to apply GUPs as a commercial appli-
cator. Commercial and noncommercial licenses encompass a 
wide variety of  pest control categories.  

Noncommercial applicators apply RUPs on land or property 
owned by their employer. Examples of  noncommercial applica-
tors include a Dept. of  Transportation employee who sprays 
rights-of-way, or a golf  course employee who sprays the greens. 
If  controlling mosquitos on behalf  of  a government entity (e.g., 
a health department employee), a license is also required to ap-
ply GUPs as a noncommercial applicator.  

‘How do I become a licensed pesticide applicator?’  
If  you need a private applicator license, you have three op-

tions to certify for a license:  

• Attend a private training session;  
• Complete the online private training program; or  
• Pass a private applicator exam administered by NDA.  
Once you have become certified, NDA will contact you about 

licensing; you will need to pay a $25 licensing fee to NDA.  
To recertify a private license, which lasts three years, you 

can repeat one of  the above options, or attend a Nebraska Ex-
tension Crop Production Clinic or the Nebraska Crop Manage-
ment Conference. You must pay a $25 fee to renew the license.  

If  you need a commercial or noncommercial applicator 
license, you will need to pass at least two NDA-administered 
exams: one focused on the General Standards, or core compe-
tencies, and at least one focused on a specific applicator cat-
egory. Exams are administered at initial training sessions and 
through the Pearson VUE computerized testing service.  

You can prepare for your exams in two ways:  
• Purchase study manuals and attend an initial training ses-

sion; or  
• Purchase comprehensive, digital study materials (i.e., Flip-

Books)  
If  you choose to use FlipBooks, you don’t need to attend a 

training session, too. However, you can register to take your 
exams during one of  these sessions (no training included) for 
a nominal fee of  $5. This registration page will be available by 
Jan. 1, 2021.  

After successfully passing the applicator exams, NDA will 
contact commercial applicators regarding payment of  a $90 
licensing fee to NDA. There is no licensing fee for noncommer-
cial applicators.  

To recertify a commercial/noncommercial license, you must 
attend a recertification training session or an approved con-
ference. Commercial applicators must pay a $90 fee to renew 
a license; noncommercial applicators do not pay a license 
renewal fee. Attending a Nebraska Extension Crop Production 
Clinic or the Nebraska Crop Management Conference, all of  
which will be held online in 2021, allows recertification in the 
Agricultural Plant (01) category. 


