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The high temperature last 
week was 30 degrees recorded 
on December 25. The low was 
-19 degrees also on December 
17. Altogether, 0.39 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
December 19 10 -4  
December 20 07 -3  
December 21 13 -19  0.30
December 22 -8 -18  
December 23 02 -14    
December 24 08 -4   
December 25 30 03  0.09 
Total for Last Week.......... 0.39
Total for December ........ .. 0.95
Total for 2022 ................. ..16.82

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Notice of  Meeting — 

Wheeler Central School 
District #45

Notice of  Meetings — 
Antelope County Board of  
Supervisors

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice to Bidders — Ante-
lope County

Notice of  Organization — 
Suckstorf  Farms LLC

Notice  —  Estate of  Nadine 
Hughes

Notice — Estate of  Joan J. 
Hoffman

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

See SCHMITT, Page 10

EPS to offer early
retirement to 2
eligible teachers 

Every year at this time, the 
District #18 Board of Educa-
tion considers how many 
early retirement applications 
to be accepted. 

Meeting earlier this 
month, Board President Lisa 
Welding said she thought the 
number should be the same 
as last year. “I think it would 
be fine if we would do two,” 
she said.

The deadline to submit an 
application is February 1.

The board approved a 
motion to accept two applica-
tions on a 4-0-1 vote (Todd 
Heithoff abstained and Luke 
Hinkle was absent from the 
meeting).

In other action:
Transfer of funds — The 

board approved a transfer 
of funds from its two desig-
nated banks — the Bank of 
Elgin (just over $7,100) and 
Great Plains State Bank 
($170,000) to the general fund 
operating account to cover 
increased expenses. 

The funds, Brockhaus 
said, will be put back when 
tax dollars are collected and 
dispersed during the school 
year. So far this school year, 
he said the school has spent 
29 percent of their budget. 
“We’re right below where we 
should be,” he said.

Uniform replacement — 
Approved was the purchase 
of 34 new volleyball jerseys.

First reading — The board 
approved, on first reading, 
changes to how the superin-
tendent’s annual evaluation 
is done.

Mike
Schmitt

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Town & Country Veterinary Clinic continues to meet the 
needs animal owners whether they be large herds of livestock or 
small animals. Recently joining the clinic as a veterinarian was 
Mara Seifer-Thiessen. A graduate of the Nebraska/Iowa State 
veterinary program, she’s spent the last four years working at a 
clinic in Norfolk working with small animals. 

Having been looking for an opportunity to work in a smaller 
community, she saw when Town & Country began looking to 
add a new veterinarian to join the current staff of Drs. Jeremy 
Young and Lance Dahlquist.

Noting how she likes to work with people to care for their 
animals, she said, “It’s as a great opportunity to get back to a 
smaller community.” Also, she said she wanted to be part of a 
business known for giving back to the community.

Mrs. Thiessen will be working at different times with the 
large clientele which is served at three locations — Elgin, Albion 
and St. Edward. 

She has a wide variety of knowledge in companion animals 
ranging from dogs and cats to smaller animals like hamsters 
and guinea pigs as well as considerable experience with large 
production animals. A Nebraska native, she grew up on a cattle 
ranch near Tryon in McPherson County, Nebraska. She and her 
husband James have an 18-month old son named Henry as well 
as two dogs.

Town & Country Veterinary
Clinic adds new veterinarian

By Jessie Reestman
Staff writer

Mike Schmitt was fourteen 
years old when he first be-
gan working summers in the 
field of construction, watch-
ing, learning and developing 
an interest while under the 
direction of his father.  He 
explained, “I like working out-
side, I liked to build things, I 
just knew that this was what I 
was going to do.”  Sadly, in the 
summer of 1974, while Mike 
was home from college, his 
father passed unexpectedly. 
Having obtained two years of 
education between his studies 
at Northeast Community Col-
lege and Milford, Mike made 
the decision to 
carry on the 
family busi-
ness and took 
over Schmitt 
Construction 
in 1975, never 
imagining the 
life and career 
he would build. 

Mike and his 
wife Jan will 
have been mar-
ried 50 years 
this coming January. They are 
the proud parents of three suc-
cessful boys Chad (wife Tara - 
née Reestman), BJ (wife Angie 
- née Hanson) and Mikey (wife 
Jessica - née Funk), all boys 
having careers in law enforce-
ment. They have nine grand-
children. Mike has operated 
Schmitt Construction for 47 
years and has served on the 
Elgin City Council for just 
about as long, first taking his 
seat in 1976.  He has served as 
Elgin’s mayor for three terms 
and has listened to more chil-
dren’s Christmas wishes than 
one can count while acting as 
the local Santa Claus since 
1975. These attributes and 
commitments demonstrate 
Mike’s strengths as a family 
man, community leader, are 
the reasons for his success as 

Schmitt
announces
retirement

Bitterly cold weather condi-
tions last week were felt by 
our subscribers. Tempera-
tures below zero at sunrise 
led to some fantastic sights 
in the sky. Brenda Switzer 
submitted this photo taken 
Thursday morning of a “Sun 
Halo” not long after sunrise. 
Thankfully, temperatures are 
on the rebound this week. 
Other subscribers submitted 
photos which can be found on 
The Elgin Review’s Facebook 
page for all to enjoy. Photo 
submitted

Sun halos
appear in the
morning skies

last week

Christmas lighting contest winners announced
For weeks now, the Elgin 
community has been lit up in 
holiday splendor. Homes and 
businesses alike have reflect-
ed the Christmas season with 
lights and displays fitting for 
the season. Recently, mem-
bers of the Elgin Community 
Club spent several hours both 
in Elgin and the countryside 
viewing the lights and select-
ing winners for the Christmas 
Lighting Contest. Here are the 
winners! Thanks to everyone 
who participated in decorat-
ing their homes for the holiday 
season. E-R photos/LMorgan

New veterinarian at Town & Country Veterinary Clinic is Mara Seif-
er-Thiessen. She’s shown here with husband James and son Henry. 
Courtesy photo

*******

Religious category, Gladys Reicks (closeup of her nativity). Rural category, a section of the John and Sam Stoltz home.

Residential category #1, the home of Kevin and Marin Schindler in Elgin. Residential category #2, the home of Luke and Jessica Hinkle in Elgin.
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Court NewsCourt News
All fines in addition to $49 

court costs. *Denotes an 
amendment of original 

charge(s).
Eugene V . Lueders, 

Sherman, SD 11/7/22 
speeding 75/65 mph, fined 
$25 - Dostal.

Austin C. Hassler, Long-
mont, CO 11/23/22 speed-
ing 80/65 mph, fined $75 
- Dostal.

Kellie  D. Swier, Sioux 
Falls, SD 11/23/22 speed-
ing 80/65 mph, fined $75 
- Dostal.

Wuilmar E. Ixcoy 
Beletzuy, Pico Rivera, CA 
9/16/22 speeding 87/65 
mph/no operator’s license, 
fined $275 - Detlefsen.

Yankee J. Krajicek, 
Papillion, NE 11/14/22 
speeding 81/65 mph, fined 
$125 - Detlefsen.

The fifth and sixth grade social studies classes at Elgin Public School visited the Orphan Grain Train 
earlier this month to donate money they raised from selling Christmas ornaments they made. Students 
raised just under $170 for OGT while learning that comes out to about 5,633 meals they were able to 
donate. At the check presentation were (back row, l-r): Brayden Clark, Dominic Durre, Kara Romej, Cael 
Bottorf, Garrett Busteed, Jayvin Erickson, Kinley Miller, Braedon Hinkle, Jael Lammers, Ethan Hansen, 
John Zwingman and Macy Rokahr. Middle row: Levi Scheer, Dashawn Flythe, Kristopher Polston, Rylee 
Rokahr, Aurora Burke, Anna Dworak, Trey Dredge, Tenley Schindler, Gentry Zwingman, Sophia Burke 
and Kynlee Tillis. Front row: Victoria Evans, Susie Leffers from Public Relations and Sheamus McClain. 
Not pictured: Braxtyn Eisenhauer. Photo submitted

EPS students raise funds for Orphan Grain Train

Shop at Home!

The University of Ne-
braska at Omaha (UNO) 
winter commencement 
exercises were held earlier 
this month. 

Among the more than 
1,000 students earning 
degrees was Elgin’s Nickol  
Payne who earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree. 

She graduated magna 
cum laude.

Payne graduates
magna cum 
laude from UNO
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To support
 our merchants,

shop at home
and save $$!

Tips to end
the year on a
healthy note

As 2022 soon draws to a 
close, I wanted to help provide 
three simple ways to end the 
year on a healthy note, es-
pecially after the stress that 
the holiday season inevitably 
brings.

While not seemingly related 
to nutrition, gratitude plays a 
huge role in our overall health 
and mentality. 

This year, more than ever, 
we need to be making a grati-
tude practice a priority. We 
are surrounded by so much 
negativity in the world that it 
can be difficult to remember 
how truly blessed we are.

Having a gratitude practice 
helps keep our stress levels 
balanced. 

As I’ve discussed in previ-
ous articles, when our stress 
levels get too high and/or 
build up over time, that’s 
when we start to see the devel-
opment of major health issues 
take root.

Something as simple as list-
ing 3-5 items each day that you 
are grateful for can make a 
huge difference in your day!

Next, when it comes to the 
holiday season, we are con-

stantly 
sur-
rounded 
by treats 
and 
candies 
and veg-
etables 
can be a 
hard find 
amongst 
the 
sugar.

Mak-
ing it a 
priority 
to bring 
a vegeta-
ble tray 
or simple 
roasted 
vegetable 

(carrots, asparagus, and Brus-
sels sprouts all work great!) 
to the events you are able to 
attend provides everyone with 
an opportunity to have a veg-
etable on their plate.

You might be surprised at 
how many people appreciate 
it!

Lastly, it is the perfect time 
of the year to start focusing on 
sleep. 

The days are shorter and 
getting into a better sleep rou-
tine would be the ultimate way 
to end the year. 

Making sure to start wind-
ing down about an hour before 
bed by removing bright elec-
tronics, drinking chamomile 
tea, journaling, or taking an 
Epsom salt bath can help get 
your body ready for sleep.

Not only will this help you 
physically, but you will also 
notice a difference mentally as 
well!

Use these simple tips to help 
guide you into the New Year 
on a healthy note! 

I wish you all the best in 
2023!

Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
December 27, 1962

Winter was ushered in this 
locality by strong winds and 
skidding temperatures. The 
high registered temperature 
in the neighborhood was 15 
degrees above zero. The cold 
front had followed a snow 
storm which included con-
siderable ice which made the 
highways and walks treacher-
ous. 

George Sprout, Leo Jochum, 
Jerry Sheets, Gary Bust-
eed, Brian Mack and Alfred 
Beelart were the Elgin hunt-
ers successful in bagging deer 
during the 1962 deer season. 
All the deer were killed by 
bow and arrow. 

St. Boniface Basketball 
teams met Cedar Rapids 
High School squad on the St. 
Boniface auditorium floor. 
The second string won their 
encounter with a score of 
44-33. H. Pelster was the high 
point man for St. Boniface 
with 14 encounters followed by 
K. Vanourney with 13 and L. 
Vanourney with 12.   
Fifty Years Ago
December 28, 1972 

Gwen Peters, 21, received 
head injuries as the result of 
a one-cart accident 1.5 east of 
here during the early morning 
hours. The young woman is 

thought to have fallen asleep, 
proceeded westbound through 
a ditch and across a driveway 
before coming to a complete 
stop. 

Mark Jensen held the 
“Grand Opening” of his new 
Jensen’s TV Service and Sales 
business here. Free coffee 
and doughnuts were served 
throughout the day. 
Thirty Years Ago
December 23, 1992

Most Elgin area farmers can 
breathe a bit easier now than 
they could a few weeks ago. 
That’s because nearly all of 
them have finished bringing in 
the 1992 corn crop despite rain, 
snow, freezing temperatures 
and other difficulties associ-
ated with a late harvest. 

Five area students were 
among 1,300 graduates receiv-
ing degrees at University of 
Nebraska -Lincoln winter com-
mencement exercises. Area 
graduates included, Benjamin 
Joseph Meis, Robert Joseph 
Mescher, Paul Melvin Salber 
all of Elgin. Also receiving 
their diplomas were Terry 
Lynn EIlers of Oakdale and 
Robert Rabe of Clearwater.  
Twenty Years Ago
December 25, 2002

A Christmas tree decorating 
contest, sponsored recently by 
the National Honor Society at 

Elgin Public Schools, raised 
$566 to start the fund drive 
for a new marquee sign at the 
school. A total of 14 school 
groups participated in the 
contest. Each group decorated 
a tree and collected votes 
for their tree. Winning the 
contest was the Lady Eagles 
basketball team and coaches 
with a total of $132.15.

 By Jessie Reestman

Community 
Center  Menus

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, January 2: Ham 
& noodle casserole, peas, 
mandarin oranges, milk.

Tuesday, January 3: 
Vegetable beef  soup, 
carrots/celery, cottage 
cheese, peaches, milk.

Wednesday, January 4: 
Fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes & gravy, corn, 
pineapple, milk.

Thursday, January 5: 
Spaghetti & meat sauce, 
garlic stick, green beans, 
tropical fruit, milk.

Friday, January 6: Pigs 
in a blanket, French fries, 
baked beans, fruit cocktail, 
milk.

(All meals served with 
bread & butter. Menus are 

provided by the Community 
Center and are subject to 

change)
Suggested price is $6 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Under 60 
is $8.50. 

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday.

Takeout starting at 11:30 
a.m. Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. to reserve a meal 
for that day.

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Graduate and undergradu-
ate degrees were presented to 
405 winter graduates at Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Kear-
ney commencement exercises 
held earlier this month.

Students graduating with 
honors have the honors noted 
after their names. 

Honors, along with grade-
point averages necessary to 
earn those honors, include: 
summa cum laude, 3.90-4.00; 
magna cum laude, 3.80-3.89; 
cum laude, 3.70-3.79; and hon-
orable mention, 3.50-3.69.

Local graduates include:
Clearwater — Scott Moser, 

Wayne State College held a 
commencement ceremony for 
graduate and undergraduate 
students on Friday, Dec. 16.

A total of 296 degrees were 
conferred. Area students re-

College NewsCollege News
Wayne State College

ceiving degrees were:
Petersburg — Madison 

Schrage, Bachelor of Science, 
Elementary Education, Eng-
lish as a Second Language PK-
12, Reading/Writing PK-6

University of Nebraska-Kearney
MSE, Higher Education Stu-
dent Affairs

Elgin — Zoey Bergman, 
BAED, Early Childhood Inclu-
sive — Cum Laude; Andrew 
Childers, MAE, School Princi-
palship 7-12

The family of Gary and Bon-
nie Dinslage  invite you to join 
in a card shower  in honor of 
their 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary on Saturday, December 
31st. 

Cards can be sent to: 
52119 837th Rd, Elgin, NE 68636

Gary and Bonnie Dinslage to celebrate 
50th Wedding Anniversary Saturday
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Here we are sandwiched between Christmas 
and New Year. Time to take stock of what we’ve 
been through as it impacts what lies ahead.

In case you were somehow fortunate enough to 
sleep through it, 2022 was an election year. A cou-
ple really rich guys and some others ran for the 
Republican nomination for governor to replace 
term-limited Deep Pockets Pete Ricketts who still 
managed to throw enough money around to have 
an influence. 

Before you get all upset by that, remember that 
I have said before it isn’t illegal to spend his own 

money or the family money 
that way, it just doesn’t 
look good.

His money went to mil-
lionaire pig farmer Jim 
Pillen who won the pri-
mary. He was up against 
millionaire Charles Herb-
ster whose campaign was 
almost derailed by allega-
tions of sexual misconduct. 
In a last-ditch effort, the 
agribusinessman brought 
in the still boasting former 
President Donald Trump 
to rally the troops. It didn’t 
work.

But, Herbster spread 
some post- election dollars 
to a political action com-
mittee with the express 
goal of making sure that 
elections for committee 

chairs in the Legislature are done by open ballot. 
They have been secret since the inception of the 
nation’s only one-house legislature. That’s enough 
to make you wonder what kind of agenda Herbster 
would have had if elected.

The big election news was that the Democratic 
Party failed to field candidates in most of the 
races for statewide office. 

Senator Carol Blood was the sacrificial lamb in 
the Governor’s race. Her plans to get the message 
out were thwarted when Pillen refused to debate. 
That makes one wonder if the guy isn’t very good 
on his feet. 

I’m sure he is aware that the silent governor act 
isn’t going to cut it. 

Pillen has been perpetuating the employment of 
many of the state government department heads 
chosen by his predecessor. Why mess with a good 
thing? Or is he just being lazy. Or are his true 
colors showing and he really is planning another 
Ricketts- like four years. The more things change, 
the more they stay the same.

Where have we been? Where are we going?

Come to think of it, having a mime for governor 
might not be such a bad thing.

The decision by Ben Sasse to leave the Senate 
and go back to academia opens the transfer portal 
for the term-limited Governor. That’s Ricketts best 
shot at the office he was denied in 2006. Incumbent 
Democrat Ben Nelson won reelection to a second 
term, defeating Ricketts with 63.9% of the vote to 
Ricketts’ 36.1%. Ricketts later won the 2014 guber-
natorial election. Nelson’s 2006 win was the last 
statewide race in Nebraska to be won by a Demo-
crat.

In true Trump fashion, Republican legislative 
candidate Russ Barger of Lincoln sued to force 
Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen to hand-
recount Barger’s 223-vote loss. Evnen argued that 
state law does not specify anything beyond a ma-

chine recount.
Lancaster County Judge Kevin McManaman 

ruled against Barger’s lawsuit on a technicality 
and on its merits. The judge said his court lacked 
the jurisdiction to consider the lawsuit because 
Barger’s original digital copy of the filing lacked 
the proper electronic verification of signatures 
required by state law. He also sided with Evnen on 
the method. 

What was it mom always said? The devil’s in the 
details.

So, there’s the foundation for 2023. Let’s see 
where this journey leads.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Boosting American
competitiveness

See FISCHER, Page Five

Christmas is going to look differ-
ent for many Americans because of 
ongoing supply chain challenges and 
soaring inflation. 

We have seen shortages of items 
such as appliances, jewelry, elec-
tronics, holiday food items such as 
turkey, and even Christmas lights 
and trees. 

Faced with a serious hike in input 
costs, more than 70 percent of whole-
sale Christmas tree growers have 
been forced to increase their prices 
by up to 15 percent over last year.

While supply fails to meet demand, 
record inflation is driving increases 
in the price of everyday essentials. 
Food costs are up over 10 percent 
from this time last year and energy 
costs are up 13 percent. 

According to the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), inflation rose to 7.1 per-
cent in November. 

When President Biden took office, 
inflation was just 1.4 percent.

To strengthen domestic supply 
chains, fight inflation, and lower 
the cost of living for Americans, we 
must increase American produc-
tion to meet demand and build and 
strengthen relationships with coun-
tries we can rely on. 

Boosting American competitive-
ness on the world stage with a 
strong, strategic trade strategy will 
help lower costs for both American 
families and producers who have 
seen fertilizer prices increase 30 
percent in 2022, after increasing 80 
percent in 2021.

Enhancing our global competitive-
ness and leader-
ship requires 
countering Chi-
na’s ambitions 
to maximize 
global influence 
in the developing 
world, especially 
Africa. 

This is why we 
need to be proac-
tive in our rela-
tions with eager 
trade partners 
such as Kenya 
and Taiwan. 

With the eyes 
of the world on 
Vladimir Pu-
tin’s invasion of 
Ukraine, China 
would like noth-

ing more than to increase leverage 
over Taiwan. 

This would not only have im-
plications for the electronics and 
semiconductor industry; it would 
increase the likelihood of conflict.

China’s zero COVID policy has 
already impacted the manufacturing 
plants that make iPhones. 

This has created waitlists for 
American consumers but, beyond 
that, our dependence on China is a 
serious national security issue. 

House Republicans are committed 
to holding the Chinese Communist 
Party accountable as part of our 
Commitment to America, which is 
why we are forming a Select Com-
mittee on China in the Republican-
led Congress come January. 

To effectively counter China, we 
must prioritize homeshoring and 
nearshoring our supply chains and – 
as a member of the House Committee 
on Ways and Means – I look forward 
to working closely with the Select 
Committee on China.

Expanding markets and lower-
ing trade barriers for American 
manufacturers and producers whose 
products strengthen our economy 
must be among our top priorities in 
the new Congress. 

In addition, making the individual 
and small business provisions of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, including 
the 20 percent small business deduc-
tion, permanent will help ensure our 
businesses are truly competitive. 
Most importantly, it will provide 
much-needed relief for American 
consumers struggling under soaring 
inflation.

It is clear one-party rule in Wash-
ington has failed American families 
and new leadership is long overdue. 
Through our Commitment to Amer-
ica, House Republicans will fight to 
get our country back on track. Help 
is on the way.

The holiday season is full of examples of Nebras-
kans taking the time to help one another.

Just think of the bells we hear and the red 
Salvation Army buckets we see at the entrances 
of the stores where we run our daily errands.  The 
toy drives and free meals offered by organizations 
like People’s City Mission in Lincoln to Nebras-
kans who’ve fallen on hard times.  Or the clothing 
donations and the outreach to the lonely and shut-
ins that are put on by the diverse communities of 
faith across our state.

The holiday season is full of examples of Nebras-
kans taking the time to help one another.  But in 
our state, the spirit of serving others is present 
year-round.  In fact, it’s Nebraskans’ dedication to 
selflessness that puts the “good” in the Good Life.

At the State, we’ve worked 
to instill that spirit in the 
many programs meant to 
help our neighbors and 
friends who are struggling.  
We don’t just want to give 
Nebraskans temporary re-
lief.  We want to equip them 
with resources and training 
needed to sustain them-
selves and their families 
long-term. 

In 2016, we launched SNAP 
Next Step with the goal of 
helping Nebraskans partici-
pating in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) in their search 
to find new or better em-
ployment.  Nebraskans who 
participate in this program 
receive job search coaching, 
interview preparation, and 

help with resume writing as they pursue financial 
security.  Since the program’s launch, we’ve been 
able to help 363 Nebraskans complete the program 
and reach their employment goals.

That’s made a huge difference in their lives.  
Those who complete SNAP Next Step have an av-
erage increase in income of $2,100 a month.  That’s 
more than $25,000 per year.  As a result, 60% of 
these participants are no longer in need of SNAP 
benefits.  And the benefits aren’t just financial, 
since participants also improve their quality of 
life.  For example, many now work more predict-
able hours, which allows them to spend more time 
with their families.  This includes a Nebraska 

woman named April, who credited SNAP Next 
Step with providing the accountability, structure, 
and resources needed to complete an Associate’s 
Degree and find a great job here in the state.

The success of SNAP Next Step has helped us 
launch another innovative program that helps 
struggling Nebraskans rise: Ignite Nebraska.

Through Ignite Nebraska, the State has part-
nered with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska 
(BCBSNE) and Bellevue University to offer 
meaningful career development opportunities for 
working Nebraskans who are underrepresented in 
higher-paying, high-impact industries like IT.  Par-
ticipants engage in a paid six-to-nine-month train-
ing program, where they learn the skills needed to 
gain full employment in an in-demand field.  Those 
who complete the program are guaranteed a full-
time job.

Ignite Nebraska launched in February 2022 and 
has since graduated its inaugural class.  One of 
those graduates is Laura Croswell.  Laura recently 
shared her story at an event highlighting the 
program.  In her words, “As a single mom of two, I 
worked job after job just to put food on the table for 
my kids.  Ignite has allowed me to excel in a career 
where my pay reflects the talents I’ve developed.  
Ignite has invested in me and helped me provide 
my children with financial stability for years to 
come.”

While the existing program is focused on devel-
oping IT professionals, there is potential to expand 
the model to other in-demand fields across the 
state.  I encourage any business looking to expand 
its workforce and help its community to consider 
taking part in Ignite Nebraska (visit Nebraskablue.
com/ignite to learn more).

Creating new partnerships and developing in-
novative models to serve Nebraskans has helped us 
deliver other meaningful improvements to people 
across the state year-round.  For example:

In May, we sought applications for the 2022 Devel-
oping Youth Talent Initiative (DYTI) grants.  Since 
2015, the State has facilitated partnerships between 
businesses and schools to expose middle schoolers 
to the rewarding careers we have here in Ne-
braska.  This fall, we announced this year’s DYTI 
partners: MetalQuest in Hebron and 21st Century 
Equipment in the panhandle.  These companies 
introduce students to manufacturing, industrial 
robotics, coding, and precision agriculture.  Over-
all, our DYTI grants have made a difference in the 
lives of 27,000 students across 66 Nebraska school 
districts.  

In August, we signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Western Governor’s University.  
Through this partnership, we are expanding access 
to affordable, high-quality degree programs for the 
roughly 306,000 Nebraskans who have some college 
credits but no bachelor’s degree.  This will allow 
them to take the next step in their careers while 
continuing to earn a living for their families.

In November, UnitedHealthcare Community Plan 
of Nebraska worked with the State and community 
partners to announce a $5.4 million, multi-year 
investment in the Creighton University Community 
Collaborative Program.  That will provide funding 
to community-based organizations in North and 
South Omaha to help address the biggest health 
challenges facing those communities.  These and 
similar investments help target Medicaid dollars 
to address the needs of Nebraskans in innovative 
ways. 

No matter what holiday traditions you observe, 
I hope you find meaning in the season of giving, of 
charity, and of peace and “good will toward men.”  
Know that here in state government, we will con-
tinue that spirit of service year-round for all Ne-
braskans.

It’s always the season to serve others in Nebraska

This Wednesday, an immi-
gration provision called Title 
42 could expire.

Title 42 is a critical public 
health order that gives the 
federal government the abil-
ity to immediately expel indi-
viduals entering the country 
illegally. This Trump-era 
tool has helped to prevent the 
situation at the border from 
spiraling even further out of 
control.

President Biden previously 
attempted to rescind Title 42 
in April, but various legal 
battles delayed a permanent 
decision. Now, barring any 
last-minute action by the 
Supreme Court, Title 42 could 
end this week. That would 
add fuel to an already out of 
control illegal immigration crisis.

Continued chaos at the border
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Just how bad is the situation? According to Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) data, there were a record 2.3 million 
migrant encounters at the southern border this past fiscal year. 
And the numbers show no sign of stopping. In October alone, 
there were 230,000 encounters, an all-time monthly record.

You’ve likely seen the disturbing images coming out of places 
like El Paso, Texas, where the mayor recently declared a state 
of emergency. The city is overrun as more than 2,000 individu-
als attempt to illegally cross over every day. This is an invasion.

Yet just a few weeks ago, President Biden dismissed this crisis, 
saying “there are more important things going on.” The reality 
is that the breakdown in border security poses a severe threat to 
the nation.

Consider the fact that in FY22, there were 98 terrorism watch 
list arrests at the southern border. That’s nearly four times more 
arrests than the previous five years combined.

The failure to secure the border is also facilitating the flow of 
fentanyl, methamphetamine, and other illicit substances into 
our country, which threatens our children and our communi-
ties. Mexican cartels manufacture these drugs, and then ma-
nipulate the chaos at the border to smuggle tons of narcotics out 
of Mexico and into nearly every corner of the U.S.

The impact is heartbreaking. Between 2019 and 2021, Doug-
las County, Nebraska, saw a tragic 400% increase in fentanyl 

From Page Three
Fischer

overdose deaths. Across the country, fentanyl is now the leading 
cause of death for Americans ages 18 to 49. 

Again, when we can’t control who is entering our country and 
what they are bringing – that’s a serious national security risk. 

This administration’s lenient immigration policies have 
directly undermined the security of our southern border. After 
being inaugurated, President Biden ended the national emer-
gency declaration at the border, halted construction on the 
border wall, and scaled back ICE enforcement. The White House 
also terminated President Trump’s “Remain in Mexico” policy 
– another constructive program proven to reduce the volume of 
people flooding the border. Meanwhile, this administration con-
tinues to demonize CBP officers who risk their lives to enforce 
our borders.

Now with Title 42 potentially ending, President Biden has no 
plan to handle the inevitable surge. Congressional Democrats’ 
only solution is to spend more taxpayer dollars in the hopes of 
processing migrants faster. This does nothing to deter illegal 
immigration.

With the right policies in place, we can re-secure the border. 
A good first step would be extending Title 42 so border agents 

don’t lose one of their most powerful expulsion tools. We should 
also be investing more in new border security measures and 
resources for the men and women of CBP. Finally, I’ve joined 
legislation in the Senate to end lenient policies like “catch and 
release” and increase penalties for those who skip immigration 
court hearings. 

These are the types of substantive actions the Biden adminis-
tration needs to get behind if it is serious about fixing the crisis 
it has created. Until that happens, our nation will continue to be 
less safe.

Katie Olson, a member of 
Holt County Farm Bureau, was 
elected as the First Vice Presi-
dent of Nebraska Farm Bureau 
(NEFB) at their Annual Meet-
ing in Kearney earlier this 
month. Olson has been a Farm 
Bureau member for nearly 20 
years. She and her husband 
James grow corn and soybeans 
and raise cow/calf pairs near 
Atkinson.

The NEFB First Vice Presi-
dent will work closely with the 
NEFB President and Board 
of Directors while serving as 
the Chair of the organization’s 
Political Action Committee 
and State Legislative Policy 
Committee. Olson succeeds 
Sherry Vinton of Whitman, 
who resigned her role in NEFB 
to become the State Director of 
Agriculture under Governor-
elect Jim Pillen’s administra-
tion. Vinton will be the first 
woman to lead the Nebraska 

Nebraska Farm Bureau Elects New Leadership
at 105th Annual Meeting and Convention

Department of Agriculture.
“We are extremely excited 

that Governor-elect Pillen has 
chosen Sherry Vinton to be 
Nebraska’s next Director of 
Agriculture. Sherry is a true 
friend and ally to Nebraska 
farm and ranch families. We 
know Sherry will work hard to 
represent farm and ranch in-
terests in the Pillen adminis-
tration as we work together to 
grow agriculture in our great 
state. We look forward to work-
ing with Sherry in her new 
role. We also want to thank 
current Director of Agricul-
ture Steve Wellman for his 
service. We’ve been fortunate 
to have had the opportunity to 
work closely with Steve during 
his tenure and thank him for 
his commitment and support 
of Nebraska’s farm and ranch 
families,” said Mark McH-
argue, Nebraska Farm Bureau 
president.
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Aside from a few banners on 
the wall, little has changed in 
the appearance of the Elgin 
Public School gymnasium 
since I came here back in 2007.

Oh, the floor has changed as 
the Wolfpack logo can be found 
in the center circle. The stage 
has added bleachers to be used, 
when necessary, to handle a 
large number of fans. The mat 
along the wall on the north 
end of the gym has changed to 
a Wolfpack logo to go alongside 
the Elgin Eagle mat, bringing 
past and present together. The 
gym floor gets refinished year 
after year.

But little else has changed.
On Saturday, December 17, 

past basketball champions 
returned again to the gym 
where memories were made, to 
celebrate milestones yet to be 
forgotten by Elgin fans.

Members of the 1988 girls 
state champion and 1993 boys 
state champion teams were 
recognized. Halftimes were ex-
tended to 15 minutes to allow 
for the recognition program.

Once again, they stood 
inside the gymnasium basking 
in a glory which can never be 
taken away from them. Once 
again, they heard the cheers 
of fans, 
some 
who wit-
nessed 
their 
achieve-
ments 
first 
hand, 
some 
who 
weren’t 
alive yet 
when 
all the 
hoopla 
took 
place.

They 
say you 
can’t go 
back in 
time. 
That may be true, but for these 
men and women, I can’t help 
but think their thoughts went 
back to those years long ago. 
While they were playing hoops 
at an elite level, the world kept 
on spinning. Consider this, for 
the girls team, back in 1988 …

• Ronald Reagan was presi-
dent and his vision of a “Shin-
ing City on a Hill” could still 
be achieved

• U2’s “The Joshua Tree” 
was named Album of the Year. 
Back then, albums were being 
phased out, being replaced by 
CDs

• Russia announced it would 
withdraw its troops from Af-
ghanistan

Five years later, on the 
second Saturday in March, the 
Eagles won their champion-
ship. It was the biggest story in 
Elgin that year. Consider that 
in 1993 …

• Bill Clinton was in his first 
year of an eight-year run as 
U.S. President

• For the first time, Islamic 
fundamentalists bomb the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City

• Federal agents raid the 
Branch Davidian compound in 
Waco, Texas

If you were 18 years old in 
1993, you are now 48 years old.

Time doesn’t stand still, 
cheers don’t last forever. 
Pictures and paper clippings 
form the memories of events 
past when basketballs ripped 
through the nets, how lit up 
scoreboards made all of us be-
lieve these were the best days 
of our lives.

Championship medals have 
a way of doing that. Indeed, for 
these athletes, those were the 
best days of their lives to that 
point. Other important events 
would come to put life into 
perspective. Family events, 
business accomplishments all 

A reminder
of times past

See TALES, Page Seven

ELGIN — A cold spell cost 
the Wolfpack boys Monday 
night as Creighton claimed a 
42 to 32 road victory.

Tied at 29-all heading into 
the fourth quarter, the Bull-
dogs outscored EPPJ 13 to 
three to hand the Wolfpack 
their third loss in four games.

Credit the Bulldogs as their 
defense didn’t allow any Wolf-
pack player to score more than 
seven points in the game.

Camryn Pelster led EPPJ 
with seven points, Paiton Hoe-

ELGIN — Elgin Public-
Pope John sent out a message 
to future foes 
with a 62 to 31 
victory over 
the Creighton 
girls basketball 
team.

The message 
is a simple one - 
if you’re com-
ing to face the 
Wolfpack, you 
better be ready 
to play.

Wolfpack 

Bulldogs hand EPPJ
third loss, 42 to 32

EPPJ doubles the score on Creighton

fer had six.
EPPJ managed just 10 points 

over the final two quarters.
The Wolfpack made just 33 

percent of their shots in the 
game (12 of 36). They connect-
ed on just eight of 21 two-point 
shots while making four of 15 
shots from three-point range.

Next up for the Wolfpack (5-
3) will be the Madison Holiday 
Basketball Tournament on 
December 29-30.

Creighton 42, EPPJ 32
Bulldogs ……...14    7  8  13 — 42
Wolfpack ……..12  10  7   3 — 32
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 2-2 
0-0 4, Paiton Hoefer 2-8 1-2 6, 
Austin Good 2-10 0-0 5, Myles 
Kittelson 0-1 0-0 0, Camryn Pel-
ster 3-5 1-1 7, Nick Anderson 0-1 
0-0 0, Jarek Erickson 1-2 2-2 5, 
Dylon Lueking 2-7 0-2 5. Team 
totals: 12-36 4-7 32. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 4-15 (Paiton 
Hoefer, Austin Good, Jarek Er-
ickson, Dylon Lueking).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 27 (Dylon Lueking 7). 
Assists — Wolfpack 5 (Paiton 
Hoefer 3). Steals — Wolfpack 
1 (Austin Good). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 17.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer’s 
tried-and-true formula of fast-

paced offense 
and pressure 
defense allowed 
EPPJ to double 
the score of the 
Bulldogs Mon-
day night (Dec. 
19).

The Wolfpack 
jumped out to a 
27 to 14 lead at 
halftime, then 
put the game 
away with a 

35-point second half. 
Creighton never lead in the 

game. The Wolfpack’s defense 
was so dominant that it never 
allowed the Bulldogs to score 
more than nine points in any 
of the four quarters.

Junior Keyera Eisenhauer 
scored 12 points to lead the 
Wolfpack, senior Skyler Meis 
added 11 points. EPPJ con-
nectd on 17 of 46 shots from 
two-point range and nearly 
half (six of 14) from behind the 
arc.

The secret to EPPJ’s success 
may have been sharing the 
ball. The team had 17 assists in 
the game, 13 more than their 
opponent. Brenna Martinsen 
and Ashlynne Charf each had 
three in the game. Charf had 
a season high four blocks. The 
victory in their final game 
before the Christmas break 
boosted their record to 7-1.

EPPJ 62, Creighton 31
Bulldogs ……..8   6    8    9 — 31
Wolfpack ……15  12  16  19 — 62
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 
0-0 0-0 0, Elise Ruterbories 1-2 
0-0 2, Ashlynne Charf 3-6 2-2 9, 
Skyler Meis 4-13 2-4 11, Brenna 
Martinsen 2-8 2-2 7, Kate Furst-
enau 2-7 0-0 4, Callie Heithoff 
1-1 0-0 2, Keyera Eisenhauer 
5-12 0-0 12, Maddie Kolm 3-4 
2-2 8, Laia Domingo 0-3 0-0 0, 
Seli Tadesse 0-0 0-0 0, Sara 
Bode 2-4 2-2 7. Team totals: 23-
60 10-14 62. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 6-14 (Keyera Eisen-
hauer 2, Sara Bode, Ashlynne 
Charf, Skyler Meis, Brenna Mar-
tinsen). Creighton team totals: 
13-43 5-9 31. Three-point shots 
— Bulldogs 0-5.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 33 (Ashlynne Charf 10), 
Creighton 27. Assists — Wolf-
pack 17 (Brenna Martinsen 3, 
Ashlynne Charf 3), Creighton 4. 
Steals — Wolfpack 17 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 4, Ashlynne Charf 4), 
Creighton 5. Turnovers — Wolf-
pack 19, Creighton 32.

Skyler
Meis

Ashlynne
Charf

Both the Wolfpack boys and 
girls varsity basketball teams 
will be competing in holiday 
tournaments this week. 

The annual Madison Holiday 
Tournament will be played 
Thursday and Friday, Decem-
ber 29-30.

In the girls division, Elgin 
Public-Pope John will face 
Madison in opening round 
action on Thursday. The game 
will start at 11 a.m. The win-
ner will advance to play the 
winner of Riverside v. Lyons-
Decatur on Friday at 2 p.m. 
The consolation finals will be 
played at 11 a.m. that day.

On the boys side, the Wolf-
pack will face Madison in an 
opening round game on Thurs-
day at 12:30 p.m. The other 
opening round game will pit 
Riverside against Lyons-De-
catur at 3:30 p.m. The winners 
will play the championship 
game on Friday, estimated 
starting time to be 3:45 p.m. 
The consolation finals will be 
played at 12:30 p.m. 

All game times are esti-
mates.

Freshman Jarek Erickson came off the bench to score five points 
against the Bulldogs. E-R photo/DMorgan

A senior, Maddie Kolm (22) had her best game of the season, scor-
ing eight points against the Lady Bulldogs. E-R photo/DMorgan

Madison Holiday
Tournament
starts Thursday
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have a way of reshaping thoughts and beliefs as years go by. You 
can’t live in the past, but it sure is great to be reminded of the 
times when championships made players and fans alike feel like 
these were the ‘best of times.’

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

The last of four young men charged in 
connection with March 21 break-ins at two 
Neligh businesses, Neligh Vape Shop and the 
Fit Stop, appeared in the Antelope County 
district courtroom in Neligh on Dec. 21, with 
the Honorable Mark Johnson presiding. 

Madison County Attorney Joe Smith 
again represented the State of Nebraska in 
the stead of Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Abler, who was absent due to illness. Smith 
told the judge he anticipated being sworn in 
as Deputy Antelope County Attorney later 
Wednesday.

Harley Snyder, 20, of Oakdale faced John-
son with his court-appointed attorney, Fred-
erick Bartell, of Norfolk.

Smith recommended a sentence consistent 
with the presentence investigative report, 
which indicated probation would be suitable. 
Bartell said his client was a good candi-
date for probation, that he had little, if any, 
criminal history and had recently obtained 
employment so would be able to pay his share 
of restitution. Bartell said Snyder had made 
a bad decision and that other individuals had 
approached him to participate in the crime. 
He suggested a 12-month term of probation.

Johnson asked the defendant how long he 

Smith to serve as deputy county attorney
Routine pre-court drug testing anticipated

had spent in jail after his arrest and how it 
went.  Snyder replied, “26 days…I don’t want 
to go back.”

The judge ordered a 24-month term of 
traditional probation, including payment of 
$750 in fees; 200 hours of community service 
and writing letters of apology to the busi-
ness owners within 30 days. For the first 
six months of probation, Snyder is ordered 
to adhere to a curfew, to be at his residence 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. daily, except to ful-
fill employment and probation obligations, 
with allowance to be given for emergencies. 
He was ordered to pay restitution of $4,956 to 
the Vape Shop and $730.56 to Craig Smith, for 
damage to the building, and was taxed $148 
costs of prosecution.

Johnson asked Snyder what he took away 
from the experience. “Don’t be stupid,” the 
young man answered.

“And make up your own mind,” Johnson 
said. “Don’t be led into things.”

Johnson denied reinstatement of bond for 
Darrion J. Cescolini, 28, of Denver, who ap-
peared for a change of plea hearing.

Cescolini’s $20,000, 10% cash, bond had 
been revoked and he was placed in custody 
after he appeared in the Madison County 

See COURT, Page 12



It Pays To 
Advertise!

8 Area NewsArea News
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 

Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations 
Tax Dollars Spent New Building Approved Environmental Issues Water Quality School Policies Closed Sessions Salaries Estate Notices Proceedings Incorporations

8 Wednesday, December 28, 2022 
The Elgin ReviewStay in the know Stay in the know 

— read the — read the 
Public Notices.Public Notices. Public NoticesPublic Notices

It Pays To Advertise!

Notice — Estate of Joan J. Hoffman
NOTICE

Estate of JOAN J. HOFFMAN, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
December 8, 2022, in the Coun-

ty Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR22-33, 
Greg S. Hoffman, whose mailing 
address is P.O. Box 86, Clearwa-
ter, NE 68726, has been appoint-

ed as personal representative of 
this estate. Creditors of this es-
tate must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 14, 
2023 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall submit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: December 14, 21 & 
28, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meetings— Antelope County Commissioners
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS, 

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA FOR THE MONTH 

OF JANUARY, 2023
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 

Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

January 3, 2023 at 9:00 AM
January 10, 2023 at 8:00 AM
Meetings will be open to 

the public.  An agenda, kept 
continuously current, is available 

for public inspection at the 
Antelope County Clerk’s office 
and may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of an 
emergency nature pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Meeting— District #45 Board of Education
NOTICE OF REGULAR 

MEETING OF WHEELER 
CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
DISTRICT #45-WHEELER 

COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
OF THE WHEELER CENTRAL 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 

HELD AT THE WHEELER 
CENTRAL OLD MEDIA ROOM 
IN BARTLETT, NEBRASKA.

ON: MONDAY, JANUARY 9,
2023

TIME: 6:00 P.M.
WHICH MEETING WILL BE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. AN 
AGENDA FOR SUCH MEETING 
IS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION AT THE OFFICE 

OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, 
WHEELER CENTRAL 
SCHOOLS, BARTLETT, 
NEBRASKA.

 DREW KASSELDER
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF 

EDUCATION
WHEELER CENTRAL 

SCHOOLS
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
December 19, 2022

The Elgin City Council met in 
special session on Monday, De-
cember 19, 2022, at 12:00 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting 
Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Leigh Kluthe, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

Allow hanging a water meter 
on a yard hydrant that is tamper 
proof and bill every quarter for 
any hydrant that has its own me-
ter

Special Meeting adjourned at 
12:28 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022
ZNEZ

Proceedings — District #18 Board of Education
ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 

BOARD
Regular Meeting

EPS Distance Learning Room
December 14, 2022, 6:30 PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the regular meeting of the Elgin 
Public School Board to order 
at 6:32 p.m.   Board members 
present were Eric Beckman, 
Ron Bode, Steve Busteed, Todd 
Heithoff, and Lisa Welding.  Ab-
sent was Luke Hinkle.   Admin-
istrators in attendance were Su-
perintendent Mike Brockhaus 
and Principal Greg Wemhoff. 

Motion by Todd Heithoff, sec-
ond by Ron Bode to excuse Luke 
Hinkle from the meeting.  Vote 
5-0, motion carried.

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”  Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Law was posted in the meeting 
room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice 
Policy #204.07.  Agenda was 
posted on the school website, 
at the Elgin Post Office and the 
door of the EPS High School 
building.

Steve Busteed motioned and 
Eric Beckman second to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda: #5- 
Minutes of Regular Meeting, #6- 
Adopt the Agenda, #7- Financial 
Report, #8- Board Bills. Motion 
carried, vote 5-0.

A to Z Vac & Sew, Mainte-
nance, $28.95; Appeara, Main-
tenance, $313.47; Beckman 
Lumber, Instru Expense, $76.80; 
Black Hills Energy, Maintenance, 
$2,811.53; Boone County Clerk, 
Board Expense, $18.46; Cen-
tral NE Rehab, SpEd Expense, 
$1,274.63; Chartwells Dining, 
Instru Expense, $142.50; COR 
Therapeutic, ESSER III Ex-
pense, $1,675.00; Dean’s Mar-
ket, Board Expense, $25.46, 
Instru Expense, $5.11, HAL Ex-
pense, $14.76; Dell, Instru Ex-
pense, $77.62; ESU #8, SpEd 
Expense, $43,149.80, Instru Ex-
pense, $6.50, SpEd Expense, 

$40.00, Title IIA Expense, 
$100.00; Eakes, Maintenance, 
$830.64; EBSCO, Instru Ex-
pense, $5,937.00; Elgin Hard-
ware, Maintenance, $151.14, In-
stru Expense, $71.01, Business 
Expense, $5.97; Elgin One Stop, 
Transportation, $2,266.77; Elgin 
Review, Board Expense, $57.81, 
Business Expense, $2,371.90; 
Elite Office Products, Business 
Expense, $587.83; Elite Office 
Products, Business Expense, 
$170.87; Elkhorn RPPD, Main-
tenance, $5,091.04; Embassy 
Suites/Old Market, Instru Ex-
pense, $552.60; Floor Maint. 
& Paper Supply, Maintenance, 
$97.78; GHA Technologies, Inst-
ru Expense, $1,024.00; Graham 
Tire, Transportation, $256.38; 
Hilton/Omaha. Admin Expense, 
$302.00; HireRight, Transporta-
tion, $273.75; Hometown Station, 
Transportation, $1,745.74; Island 
Supply, Instru Expense, $105.60; 
John’s Disposal, Business Ex-
pense, $20.00; Jonny Dodge, 
Transportation, $5,635.68; K&T 
Central Plains Plumbing, Main-
tenance, $258.50; Koinzan En-
terprises, Maintenance, $172.24; 
Lexia Learning, Title IIA Ex-
pense, $738.00; MSM Enter-
prises, SpEd Expense, $558.52; 
Olson’s Pest Technicians, Main-
tenance, $105.00; Overland Re-
hab, SpEd Expense, $932.46; 
Precision Repair, Transportation, 
$19.90; Protex, Maintenance, 
$964.95; TMS, Business Ex-
pense, $66.00; Truck Center Co., 
Transportation, $1,169.20; Veik, 
Meghan, SpEd Expense, $52.50; 
US Bank, $1,106.86; Verizon 
Business, Business Expense, 
$169.64; Verizon Wireless, Busi-
ness Expense, $157.73; Wage-
Works, Instru Expense, $144.50; 
Wells Fargo, $13.20; Wild Roots, 
Instru Expense, $743.30 

Total Board Bills: $84,688.60 
Payroll: $252,367.97 
Total Board Bills/ Payroll: 

$337,056.57 
President Welding recognized 

visitors and asked if the patrons 

had any comments.
Principal Wemhoff reported on 

the activities of the past month 
and the schedule of activities 
through the end of the semester.  

Supt. Brockhaus reported the 
AQUESTT rating for the 2021-
2022 school year was great. 
Also informed the board of leg-
islative update, update on the 
water meters and bids for lawn 
services. 

Ron Bode motioned, Steve 
Busteed second to approve two 
early retirement applications 
this year.  Vote 4-0, Heithoff ab-
stained, motion carried.

Eric Beckman motioned, 
Heithoff second to approve the 
transfers to the General Fund 
from Bank of Elgin ($7,102.45) 
and Great Plains State Bank 
($170,000).  Vote 5-0, motion 
carried.

Next on the rotation of new 
uniforms is volleyball.  Bode mo-
tioned, Beckman second to ap-
prove volleyball uniforms to be 
purchased pending Wolfpack 
Committee approval.  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried.

Beckman motioned, Busteed 
second to approve the 1st read-
ing of Policy 302.05 Superinten-
dent Evaluation.  Vote 5-0, mo-
tion carried.

Discussion was held on the 
2023-2024 School Calendar. 

The next regular board meet-
ing will be on Thursday, January 
12, 2023 at 6:30 PM in the EPS 
Distance Learning Room.

Motion to adjourn the meeting 
was made by Busteed and sec-
onded by Beckman.  Vote 5-0, 
motion carried and the meeting 
adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
 -This is a draft copy and does 
not become official Elgin Public 
Board minutes until approved at 
the next regular or advertised 
meeting.
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Bids: Antelope County is 
considering contracting mowing 
and snow removal of County 
Courthouse and Museum 
grounds.  The grounds consist 
of courthouse square and 
the buildings and grounds 

of the Antelope County 
Museum, including the church, 
schoolhouse, and log cabin.  Bids 
may be submitted to Antelope 
County Clerk, PO Box 26, 501 M 
Street, Neligh, NE 68756, and will 
be opened and considered during 

the February 7th, 2023, Board of 
Commissioners Meeting.  Bids 
should be received by 9:00 AM 
on the 7th of February.
PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 & 11, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of L. Nadene Hughes
N O T I C E

Estate of L. NADENE 
HUGHES, Deceased

Notice is hereby given that the 
Co-Personal Representatives 
have filed a report of their 
administration and a formal 

closing petition for complete 
settlement after informal probate 
of Will of said deceased, for 
determination of heirship, and 
for determination of inheritance 
tax, which have been set for 
hearing in the Antelope County, 

Nebraska, Court on January 18, 
2023 at 9:00 a.m.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 and 11, 2023
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Suckstorf Farms, L.L.C.
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited 

liability company: Suckstorf 
Farms, L.L.C. The address of 
the designated office is: 137 S. 
10th, Burwell, Nebraska 68823. 
The name and mailing address 

of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 
Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. 
It is organized to transact any 
lawful acts concerning any and 
all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 
Organization with the Secretary 
of State on December 22, 

2022, and its existence shall 
be perpetual. The affairs of the 
limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members 
under an operation agreement 
duly approved by its members.

SUCKSTORF FARMS, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Doerr & Klein, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: December 28, 2022, 
January 4 and 11, 2023
ZNEZ
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a businessman. 
However, after 47 years, Mike has made the difficult deci-

sion to retire and say goodbye to the family business known as 
Schmitt Construction. I recently had the privilege to visit with 
him about his years in business, the lessons he has learned 
along the way, and what he plans to do next. 

Throughout the past 47 years, Mike has employed many. He 
shared, “I haven’t counted them all but I’m going to say from the 
time my dad had the business to when I took over, we always had 
three or four full time employees and, in the summertime, we 
always employed at least four high school kids. A lot of my suc-
cess goes back to those people. I have had several jobs come up 
by word of mouth and many of these opportunities go back to the 
people I have had working for me. I have had good people.” He 
then gave special mention to long time employees Dave Jochum, 
who was employed at Schmitt Construction for 45 years, and 
Ronnie Bode, who was employed for 35. 

Continuing the discussion on the importance of his crew, Mike 
shared, “I always wanted to make sure I had enough work for my 
men. There was a lot of times when things were slow as far as 
pay coming in, but I always wanted to make sure that they were 
paid. My men were extremely important to me.” 

Also important to Mike were the many hundreds of customers 

From Page One
Schmitt

he has served over the years. Whether it be a new build, addi-
tion, or remodel, Mike and his crews have made their mark on 
hundreds of locations throughout the area. He explained, “When 
I look up and down the streets, I remember the houses my dad 
built, the ones I helped him build, and the ones I built, and I feel 
very proud. I always tell the people I want you to be as proud of 
this place as I am, so I am not going to do a poor job because I 
know my name is hanging on it. I never wanted my customers to 
feel that they had made a bad choice when the job was done.” 

This customer interaction and interaction with the people will 
be some of the biggest things he expects to miss as he heads into 
retirement. Explaining, “I have a lot of different contacts that I 
talk to each week. I will miss this interaction with the people.” 
However, Mike intends to fill such voids by following his grand-
children’s sporting activities.  Sharing, “My wife and I are going 
to go until we can’t so that will take up a lot of our time.”

Finalizing his thoughts, Mike concluded with this message, 
“Be it construction, be it working with the city, being the mayor, 
whatever it may be, I have always tried to do what is best for our 
community. There is nothing I would rather want as to have our 
little town be flourishing, to keep businesses on Main Street, 
and to keep young kids coming back to our town. I try to talk to 
young people and explain to them, there is something to be said 
about living in a small town.”
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Wolfpack football awards handed out

Voted on by the team as ‘MVPs’ during the 2022 season were (front 
row, l-r): Dylon Lueking, Cale Kinney and Jack Wemhoff. Back row: 
Jarek Erickson and Paiton Hoefer. E-R photo/DMorgan

Wolfpack letter winners during the 2022 season were (front row, l-r): Nick Anderson, Blake Henn, Austin 
Good, Collin Lindgren, Linus Borer and Paiton Hoefer. Middle row: Taylor Beckman, Cale Kinney, David 
Durre, Dylan Kolm, Kellan Hoefer and Ethan Hinkle. Back row: Gage Thiessen, Jarek Erickson, William 
Heilhecker, Dylon Lueking, Carter Beckman, Sam Hemenway and Jack Wemhoff. E-R photo/DMorgan

Earlier this month, the Wolf-
pack 2022 football team held its 
awards banquet.

Head Coach Greg Wemhoff 
said the team, which wrapped 
up the season with a 6-3 re-
cord, set a number of new team 
records. 

Setting records were:
• Paiton Hoefer — Career 

pass attempts (314), career 
completions (127), career pass-
ing yards (2,302), career touch-
down passes (39) and yards per 
carry (9.6).

• Jack Wemhoff — Career 
rushing attempts (750) and 
career rushing yards (3,950). 
Wemhoff tied the record of ca-
reer touchdowns (58) also held 
by Andrew Fangman.

Team awards voted on by 
players were:

• Co-Offensive MVPs — 
Paiton Hoefer and Jack Wem-
hoff

• Special Teams MVP — Cale 
Kinney

• Defensive MVP — Dylon 
Lueking

• Scout Team MVP — Jarek 
Erickson

Wemhoff recognized team 
members for their outstanding 
achievements during the 2022 
season. 

Also, postseason honors 
were recognized including 
all-state honors from the 
daily newspapers The Omaha 
World-Herald (OWH) and 
Lincoln Journal-Star (LJS) 
as well as the smaller daily 
newspaper The Norfolk Daily 
News (NDN).

Letter winners and honors 
they received were:  

Jack Wemhoff — First team 
all district; All-State (1000 
yard guy); first team all area 
NDN; Honorable Mention - LJS 
and OWH; and Believers & 
Achievers (NSAA) 

Paiton Hoefer — First team 
all district; first team all area; 
third team all area NDN; Hon-
orable Mention - LJS and OWH

Austin Good — Honorable 
Mention All District 

Blake Henn — First  team all 
district; Honorable Mention - 
LJS and OWH  

Nick Anderson — First  
team all district; Honorable 
Mention - LJS and OWH

Cale Kinney — Second Team 
All District First team; Honor-
able Mention - LJS and OWH

Dylon Lueking — First  team 
all district; Third team all 
area NDN; Honorable Mention 
- LJS and OWH  

Carter Beckman — Academ-
ic All State    
Samuel Hemenway — Second 
Team All District; Academic 
All-State   

Ethan Hinkle — First  team 
all district; Honorable Mention 
- OWH and LJS; Believers & 
Achievers

Other letter winners were:
Gage Thiessen
Jarek Erickson
Collin Lindgren 
Dylan Kolm

Kellan Hoefer  
Taylor Beckman   
David Durre  
Linus Borer    
William Heilhecker  
Participation awards were 

given to Issac Hemenway, 
Aiden Klein, Kaiden Bode, 
Trey Rittscher, Karson Kall-
hoff, Dylon Parks, Landyn 
Veik, Kaeden Schwarting and 
Grady Drueke    

SUMMERLAND — The 
Wolfpack’s lone female 
wrestler saw her first ac-
tion of the season Monday 
night, competing at the 
Summerland Invite.

Senior Isabella Smidt 
showed in 
four match-
es that she 
will be a 
foe for all 
to contend 
with later 
in the sea-
son when 
berths to 
the State 
Wrestling 
Tourna-
ment are on 
the line.

Competing in the 
190-pound weight class, she 
split her first two matches, 
then finished the night 
with two more victories.

Results were:
190 pounds — Round 

1 - Isabella Smidt (Elgin 
Public/Pope John Girls) 3-1 
won by fall over Ammy Ar-
royo (Summerland Girls) 
1-3 (Fall 0:30); Round 2 - 
Darian Earth (Winnebago 
Girls) 16-1 won by fall over 
Smidt (Fall 1:24); Round 
3 - Smidt won by fall over 
Jennifer Sanchez (Madison 
Girls) 5-7 (Fall 1:22); Round 
4 - Smidt won by fall over 
Danielle Carney (Norfolk 
Catholic Girls) 8-4 (Fall 
0:47) 

Isabella
Smidt

Smidt takes
second at
Summerland
girls invite
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courtroom Dec. 2, testing posi-
tive for drugs. Johnson had 
allowed the alternate venue 
after Cescolini claimed he was 
unable to appear in Antelope 
County on Nov. 30, due to 
weather.

Smith opposed reinstate-

From Page Seven
Court

ment of the bond, reciting from 
a long list of convictions, most-
ly in Colorado. Johnson set a 
new bond of $200,000, 10%. He 
ordered funds held from the 
previous bond can be applied 
toward the new bond after 
Smith said the state would not 

request bond forfeiture.
Antelope County Public De-

fender Pat Carney of Norfolk 
said his client had traveled 
from Colorado to appear in 
court on at least two occasions 
and had no other charges filed 
against him since the current 

case. Antelope County Sher-
iff Robert Moore spoke up in 
disagreement, indicating the 
defendant had a Zoom hearing 
in a Colorado case that day. 
Cescolini said it was “just a 
traffic case,” and said he had 
obtained full-time employment 
as well.

“First of all, you showed up 
‘hot’ to court, which is a bond 
violation,” Johnson told him. 
“A special court date had to 
be scheduled because you did 
not show up (here)…You are 
not to leave Nebraska unless 
there is another hearing…and 
you submit to testing.” Smith 
told the judge that Antelope 
County sheriff’s officers would 
be doing routine drug testing 
on defendants in the future.

Before he took up the bond 
review, Johnson heard that 
a plea agreement had been 
reached in Cescolini’s case. 
Smith filed amended informa-
tion, reducing Count I, from a 
Class 2A felony, possession of 
heroin with intent to deliver, 
to attempted possession of 
heroin with intent, and agreed 
to make no recommendation at 
sentencing. Cescolini pleaded 
guilty to the amended charge 
as well as Count II, as charged, 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class 4 felony. Count 
I, a Class 3A felony, carries a 
sentence of up to three-years’ 
incarceration and/or up to a 
$10,000 fine. The penalty for 
Count II is up to two years 
and/or $10,000. Sentencing is 
set Feb. 22, 2023. Cescolini was 
remanded to the custody of An-
telope County Sheriff Robert 
Moore, pending posting bond. 

Travis Mace, 37, of Lincoln 
appeared without counsel to 
show-cause for nonpayment of 
court costs associated with a 
June 30, 2021, prison sentence 
- for possession of meth and 
violation of a protection order. 
Mace asked Johnson how 
much he owed and said he had 
been busy with a full-time job 
and getting caught up on bills 
after he was released from 
prison and had overlooked 
paying the Antelope County 
costs, which Johnson had or-
dered paid by Dec. 20. He said 
he could pay the $144 that day.

“OK, then you are done,” 
Johnson said.


