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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
Dec. 15 37 27 .00
Dec. 16 48 21 .00
Dec. 17 33 15 .00
Dec. 18 40 15 .00
Dec. 19 51 05 .00
Dec. 20 22 16 .00
Dec. 21 39 13 .00
Total for last week  0.00
Total for December  0.00 
Total precipitation 2024  20.94

The high temperature last week 
was 51 degrees recorded on Decem-
ber 19. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was five degrees record-
ed on December 19. 

No precipitation was recorded last 
week in the form of rain. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:
Notice of January Meetings — The Ante-

lope County Board of Commissioners
Notice of Organization — Borer Grain & 

Livestock LLC
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

See DeKAY, Page 5 ▶

See 2024, Page 2 ▶

MADISON — Pairings have been 
announced for Wolfpack basketball 
teams competing in this weekend’s 
Madison Holiday Basketball 
Tournament.

Both the boys and girls varsity 
teams will be competing at the 
tournament to be held Friday and 
Saturday, December 27-28 at Madison 
High School.
Girls

The Wolfpack girls will square off in 
the first round against Lyons-Decatur 
Northeast at 11 a.m. on Friday, De-
cember 27.

They enter tournament play with a 
6-1 record, having defeated the Boyd 
County Lady Spartans 61 to 20 on 
Saturday afternoon.

In the other half of the bracket, the 
Madison girls will face Riverside at 
(approximately) 2 p.m.

The consolation finals of the girls 
tournament will start at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, December 28. The 
championship game is slated to begin 
at approximately 2 p.m. the same day.
Boys

First round boys tournament games 
will be played on Friday, December 27. 
The Wolfpack will face Lyons-Decatur 
Northeast approximately 20 minutes 
after the conclusion of the Wolfpack 
girls game (approximately 12:30 p.m.).

In the other half of the opening 
round, Madison will play Riverside 
around 3:30 p.m.

The Wolfpack will begin tournament 
play with a 4-3 record, dropping 
their last game to the Boyd County 
Spartans.

The consolation finals will be played 
Saturday at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
pitting the losers of the two opening 
round games.

The boys championship game will 
be played Saturday afternoon at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. It’s possible 
EPPJ could again face Riverside 
in a rematch from last year’s 
championship game.

Pairings set for
Madison Holiday 

Tournament
Tournament play begins Friday.

By Barry DeKay

District #41 State Senator

DeKay outlines
2025 legislative

priorities

Editor’s note: The article contains 
opinions of the author.

I first want to start this week’s update 
by expressing my gratitude to our 
state’s congressional delegation with 
regards to the recent passage of Senate 
Bill 1478 in Congress. This bill would 
designate U.S. Hwy 20 in the states of 
Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, and Mas-
sachusetts as the “National Medal of 
Honor Highway.” While then-Governor 
Ricketts approved the renaming of U.S. 
Hwy 20 in Nebraska as the “Nebraska 
Medal of Honor Highway” in 2020, his 
action did not have 
the backing of federal 
legislation. Last year, 
I joined State Senators 
Joni Albrecht, Tom 
Brewer, Bruce Bostel-
man, Loren Lippincott, 
and Rick Holdcroft 
in petitioning our 
state’s congressional 
delegation to codify 
the change made in 
Nebraska at the federal 
level. As of this writing, 
S. 1478 awaits the President’s signature 
but is expected to be signed into law. 

I also wanted to outline some of my 
own possible legislative priorities for 
next year. Chief among them includes 
maintaining the strength of the laws 
passed last regular session relating to 
foreign adversaries. There will likely be 
technical updates coming forward on 
LB1301 dealing with foreign ownership 
of agricultural land as well as LB1370 
addressing foreign electronic equip-
ment placed near sensitive military 
installations. 

Additionally, my office is currently 
looking into regulations relating to the 
sale of nitrous oxide (i.e., laughing gas 
commonly found in a dentist’s office). 
In the past two years, there has been a 
growing national trend of companies 
selling food flavored nitrous oxide gas 
cartridges. While nitrous oxide has 
become popular among some adults 
for recreational purposes, the recent 
adoption of bright packaging by some 
vendors, combined with the novelty 
of flavored gas, means nitrous oxide 
use and abuse is beginning to reach 
younger groups of people including 
minors. Nebraska currently has an 
outdated law from the 1970s pertaining 
to inhalants such as nitrous oxide, and 
I am increasingly of the belief the Legis-
lature may need to consider updating 
the statutes to cover recent trends with 
inhalant substances.

Furthermore, I am currently ex-
amining the possible adoption of the 
Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact. 
This proposal, introduced last year as 
LB824, advanced from the Health and 
Human Services Committee but failed 
to receive a floor vote for lack of time 
due to the filibuster. As of 2019, 43 of 
Nebraska’s 93 counties and portions of 
nine additional counties were state-des-
ignated shortage areas for general 
dentistry as determined by the Nebras-
ka Rural Health Advisory Commis-
sion and the Nebraska Office of Rural 
Health. The Dentist and Dental Hygien-
ist Compact would help ease licensure 
hurdles for licensed dentists and dental 
hygienists moving to Nebraska so they 
can practice and enter the workforce 
in a shorter period of time since back-
ground and license information would 
be more readily shared among Compact 
member states for background checks. 

Finally, as a candidate for chair of the 
Agriculture Committee, I may be work-
ing with committee members next year 
to decide on actions to bills relating to 
the sale and labeling of lab-grown meat, 
plant-based meat, and egg alternatives. 
Earlier this month, Governor Pillen 
outlined his priorities for the upcoming 
session to include banning the sale of 

State Senator
Barry DeKay

Year in Review: January-June 2024
Here’s a look back at the happenings 

which shaped and defined the first six 
months of 2024 in and around Elgin.
January

New water meters are ready to be 
installed here in Elgin. City Clerk 
Kristin Childers said city residents 
will be contacted by Sue Vanis to 
schedule a time for employees of 
Rutjens Construction to come and 
install a new meter in your house.

On Thursday, January 11, Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic held 
their National Honor Society 
Induction mass. Five new members 
were inducted by sponsor, Amy Klein 
and principal, Lisa Schumacher. New 
members are Jovie Borer, Camry 
Kittelson, Natalie Burenheide, Aiden 
Klein and Reese Stuhr. 

Elgin EMTs were proud to 
recognize one of the largest donations 
so far for the Elgin Rescue Service 
fundraising campaign for a new 
ambulance and equipment. The 
Richard Kalvelage Gift Trust recently 
donated $5,000 to the campaign.  

Many enjoyed the Evening With 
Friends’ “Blue Tie Affair” which was 
held at the Elgin KC Hall. 
February

Wayne State College included 
1,312 students on the dean’s list for 
exemplary academic achievement 
during the Fall 2023 semester. 
Students listed on the dean’s list are 
full-time undergraduate students who 
have achieved a GPA of 3.5 or above 
on a 4.0 scale for the semester. Some of 
these students included Jamie Dozler, 
Paiton Hoefer, Jackson Wemhoff, 
Sharon Bartak, Emily Mlnarik, 
Conor Ramold, and Cale Kinney.

The Wolfpack girls basketball 
team placed second at the Niobrara 
Valley Conference Girls Basketball 
Tournament.

Junior High band members from 
both Elgin Public and Pope John 
performed on the Stanton JH Honor 
Band on Saturday, February 3. The 
band played five songs, and was 
directed by Jessica Steckley of Ponca.

Retired Elgin Fire Chief Jim 
Kittelson was presented a canvas 
print commemorating his years of 
service to the Elgin Volunteer Fire 
Department. Making the presentation 
to Kittelson was Fire Chief Greg 
Henn. 

For the past three seasons, Greg 
Wemhoff has directed the Wolfpack 
football program. Three times 
leading the team to the state playoffs. 
Wemhoff has announced last week 
that he has decided to step down from 
the position. Taking over the reins of 
the program will be Matt Euse and 
Nick Heithoff as co-coaches. 

Eleven members of the Elgin FFA 
Chapter have earned State FFA 
Degrees. They were recognized 
Monday morning, the first day 
of FFA Week across the country. 
Earning degrees were Brenna 
Martinsen, Baylee Busteed and 
Keyera Eisenhauer, Nick Anderson, 

Dylon Parks, Sam Hemenway, 
Gage Thiessen, Blake Henn, Myles 
Kittelson, Steven Nelson and Dylon 
Lueking. 

Sam Hemenway earned a fourth 
place medal at the State Wrestling 
Tournament in Omaha. 

EPPJ earned a spot in the 2024 Girls 
State Basketball Tournament after 
beating Maywood-Hayes Center 51 to 
44. 
March

An anonymous donor contributed 
$2,000 to the Elgin Ambulance fund 
drive in honor of Terry Henn’s many 
years of service. Accepting the 
donation were rescue unit members 
Vicki Miller and Dean Henn.

The Nebraska School Activities 
Association on Friday night formally 
recognized recipients for the first-
ever Champions for Coaches award. 
Wolfpack volleyball coach Jordynn 
Luettel received 14 nominations for 
this award, many coming from team 
members during the 2023 volleyball 
season. 

The St. Boniface Spring Benefit 
Auction was well attended Saturday 
night. Numerous items were 
auctioned off.

Members of the Elgin High School 
speech team presented their pieces 
to the public last Monday evening at 
their Speech Night. 

The Pope John Crusaders speech 
team brought home a medal from 

At EVFD’s annual banquet, retired Elgin Fire Chief Jim Kittelson (r) was presented 
a canvas print commemorating his years of service. Making the presentation to 
Kittelson was Fire Chief Greg Henn. 

A 2015 PJCC graduate, Father Zach  
Eischeid received his Ordination to the 
Holy Priesthood in Omaha last June.

Pope John elementary and high 
school students performed their an-
nual Christmas concert on Wednesday 
night, December 18. The concert was 
directed by Pope John music teacher 
Faith Orcutt. The theme for this year’s 
concert was “peace.” A few of the 
high school band member perform-
ing during the evening were (l-r): Jo-
seph McNally, Christian Preister and 
Elizabeth Moser. The band performed 
the songs “African Noel” and “Go In 
Peace.”

Saxophones,
flutes and so

much more at
PJCC Christmas

program

E-R photo/DMorgan
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2024
the Class D2 State Speech 
Competition held Friday at 
Kearney High School. Jack 
Barlow, a senior, placed first in 
Humorous Prose. 

Members of the EPS Speech 
Team were rewarded Friday 
for all of the hard work they’ve 
put in over the last few months. 
The OID of Baylee Busteed, 
Brenna Martinsen, Chloe 
Henn, Callie Heithoff and 
Kayton Zwingman earned 
third place medals in their 
event. The Duet of Busteed and 
Henn also continued to do well, 
as they brought home the sixth 
place medals. 

The Elgin Community Club/
Chamber of Commerce held 
its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday. Due to inclement 
weather, the event was moved 
from Elgin City Park to the 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
which was packed for the event. 

The 38th Annual Pope John 
Development Dinner was held 
Sunday evening, March 24 at 
Werner Hall in Petersburg. 
Approximately 150 tickets 
were sold for the event. Dave 
Beckman served as Master of 
Ceremonies. 
April

The skies were cold and 
damp and the ground was wet, 
perfect conditions Saturday 
morning for Elgin firefighters 
and EMTs to conduct a 
training exercise south of 
town. Beginning at 8 a.m., the 
house was fully ablaze by 10 
a.m. 

Boone County Health Center 
announced Monday the 

appointment of Anne Parks to 
its Foundation Board. With a 
rich background in banking 
and a deep commitment to 
community service, Parks 
brings a wealth of experience 
and dedication to her new role. 

First-place winners of 
the AMH Move it 2 Lose It 
Challenge were: Women’s 
Division - anonymous and 
Team Division - Christie 
Counts, Heather Dawson, Amy 
Wright and Diann Arehart. 
A total of 53 individuals 
participated in the contest, 
collectively losing 504 lbs. 

The Elgin FFA members 
were among over 7,700 who 
attended the Nebraska State 
FFA Convention.

A former graduate of Elgin 
High School is now serving 
here as postmaster. Christi 
Getzfred assumed the duties 
of postmaster at the Elgin Post 
Office on April 6, filling the 
vacancy created when Carrie 
Meyers accepted the role of 
postmaster at O’Neill. 

Two juniors from Elgin 
Public School will be attending 
Cornhusker Boys’ State this 
summer in Lincoln. Legion 
Commander Gary Hoefer 
announced last week that 
Austin Hinkle and Taylor 
Beckman have been selected to 
attend the annual event. 

Juniors, seniors and their 
dates danced the night away at 
the EPS/PJCC Prom at the KC 
Hall in Elgin. The theme of the 
prom was “Enchanted Forest.”
May

EPS math instructor Becky 
Lindgren along with four 

other teachers from across 
the state were recognized as 
recipients of the Touchdowns 
For Teachers Award. 

Pope John students took to 
the stage over the weekend to 
perform “The Wizard of Oz.” 
Lead characters were Gavin 
Kallhoff as the Cowardly Lion, 
Aiden Klein as the Tin Man, 
Jack Barlow played the role 
of the Scarecrow and Tessa 
Barlow was Dorothy. 

Members of the Young 
N Lively Club invited 
kindergartners from Elgin 
Public and St. Boniface 
elementary schools to join 
them at the park last Thursday. 
The occasion was the annual 
observance of Arbor Day and 
the club’s planting of a tree, 
usually in the Elgin City Park. 

The 57th annual Elgin FFA 
Banquet was held Monday 
night. New officers for the 
2024/25 school year were 
announced. They are Kylee 
Lichtenberg, Taylor Beckman, 
Kyndal Busteed, Sara 
Bode, Callie Heithoff, Isaac 
Hemenway, Natalie Burenheide 
and Gemma Miller. 

Antelope County Healthcare 
Foundation donated $7,500 
to the Elgin Rescue Service 
for the purchase of a new 
ambulance. Funds came from 
the annual golf tournament 
that the Foundation holds 
every July to support the 
healthcare needs of all of 
Antelope County. 

On a day set aside to honor 
mothers, Pope John awarded 
diplomas to the ‘Class of 2024.’ 
Speaking on behalf of the class 

was Jack Barlow. 
Thirteen seniors were 

awarded diplomas during 
commencement ceremonies 
Saturday at Elgin Public 
Schools. In a ceremony which 
lasted close to an hour there 
was applause and tears as 
seniors, parents, family and 
friends celebrated this long-
awaited day. 

Boone County Health 
Centers (BCHC) announced 
last week Courtney Schindler, 
RT, as the esteemed recipient 
of the Caring Kind award 
presented by the Nebraska 
Hospital Association (NHA). 
This prestigious accolade 
underscores Schindler’s 
exceptional commitment 
to patient care, and her 
outstanding contributions as a 
respiratory therapist. 

A large gathering of 
veterans, their family members 
and others turned out Monday 
morning for the Memorial Day 
program. Joe Seier and other 
veterans honored the dead with 
a 21-gun salute.

More than 150 alumni and 
guests attended Saturday 
night’s Elgin High School 
Banquet. The occasion was 
special in that it was the 150th 
year of School District #18 and 
the high school building is 100 
years old this year. 
June

An Elgin native and a 2015 
graduate of Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic High School, 
Fr. Zachary Eischeid received 
his Ordination to the Holy 
Priesthood this Saturday in 
Omaha.

Lordemann Insurance has 
been sold to Megan Beckman. 
It’s new name is 118 Insurance.

Friday was Flag Day and 
a ceremony was held at the 
Elgin Public Library. Legion 
Commander Gary Hoefer and 
others spoke at the event. 

There was a farewell potluck 
dinner held at the Elgin 
Knights of Columbus Hall for 
Fr. Joseph Sund.

Father Frank Baumert 
has been assigned as senior 
associate pastor at our 
churches.
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago         December 24, 1964

Ray Sullivan was elected president of the Elgin Chamber of 
Commerce Monday night at a meeting of the ghroup’s board of 
directors. Others officers elected were Dean Henn, vice president; 
and George Voorhies, secretary-treasurer.

Pre-Christmas dinner guests at the home of Mrs. Joe 
Dirkschneider were Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Schrage, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alvin Scjhrage and family and Mr. and Mrs. Albnert Fritz.

Lisa Meis, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Meis was one of nearly 
80 youngsters who visited Santa Claus Saturday afternoon at the 
American Legion Hall while older children were attending a free 
movie at the Avon Theatre. These activities were all sponsored by 
the Elgin Chamber of Commerce.

Temperatures and precipitation this past week have been normal 
for Nebraska with the mercury dropping to 17 below Thursday 
morning. Two inches of snow fell here Saturday morning followed 
by some drifting.

Fifty Years Ago    December 26, 1974

John Draper of Elgin received a bachelor of science degree Sunday 
at winter commencement exercises held at Wayne State College.

Light snow started falling here a little before 7 a.m. Saturday 
and before it abated that night there was a good 4-5 inches of snow 
covering the ground with a layer of ice on streets and highways.

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Bode of Raeville announce the engagement 
and approaching marriage of their daughter, Charlene, to David 
Camp, son of Mrs. Jerome Camp and the late Jerome Camp.

Y3 Tom Eischeid arrived home early Sunday morning from 
Lincoln following his arrival there by plane from San Diego. He 
is home on a 15-day leave and will then return to San Diego for 
reassignment after the first of the year.

Navy Machinist Mate Third Class Gary D. Clark of rural Elgin 
recently visited Hong Kong as a crew member of the nuclear-
powered attach aircraft carrier USS Enterprise.

Among the Antelope County delegation attending the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Federation 56th annual convention in Lincoln was 
George Busteed of Elgin.

Thirty Years Ago  December 28, 1994

A total of $21,351 had been donated to the annual Pope John Fund 
Drive as of Tuesday, December 20. The drive recently received just 
over $3,600 from the pizza sales drive conducted by the Pope John 
student body. Paul Burbach recently presented the check to CCPJ 
Treasurer Kathy Sauser.

The Elgin Police Department is investigating a break-in early 
Sunday morning at Outta-Bounds Lounge in Elgin. Total value of 
stolen property is more than $500, according to Elgin Police Chief 
Bob Moore.

Planning is underway for a dinner theatre production next 
summer by the Elgin Community Playhouse. Director will be Terry 
Sweem while Donna Mackel will be the producer with assistance 
from Julie Jochum, Don Mackel and Irene Lamer.

Great Plains Communications, Inc., has reached an agreement to 
purchase the Petersburg Telephone Co. of Petersburg.

Additional display area is being added to The Station convenience 
store in Elgin. The store is being expanded into the former bay area 
and will more than double its square footage.

Twenty Years Ago  December 22, 2004

A group of investors has purchased the former GCS, Inc. Pronto 
Travel Plaza in Elgin and they plan to reopen the business in 
January. The business will be known as Elgin One Stop, and will be 
an independent fuel dealer. Jan (Mrs. Terry) Henn of Elgin has been 
hired as manager. Pronto Travel Plaza has been closed since April 
of 2003 following the death of former owner Norman Grothe.

A new accounting business, Elgin Accounting Service, opened in 
Elgin on Monday, December 20. The business is operated by Carol 
Poppert and is located in the Insurance Mart building, 502 South 
Second Street.

A new electronic announcement sign was installed earlier this 
week on the Elgin Public School gymnasium building facing west 
toward Pine Street. The sign will be in operation by early January, 
according to EHS Principal Corey Fisher.

After nearly four years as director of the Boone County Health 
Center Foundation, Anne Parks of Elgin offered her resignation 
during the board’s December meeting. “I’ve met the goals I set going 
into this job, and I’m leaving the foundation on solid footing,” Parks 
said.

Wednesday, December 25, 2024

Traditions are one of those 
things that can be very sacred to 
people.  The routine brings com-
fort and usually invokes nostal-
gia of some sort.  I remember 
traditions we had as a kid and 
those are some of my fondest 

mem-
ories.  
Now, I 
have my 
own fami-
ly, and we 
are mak-
ing our 
own tradi-
tions.  Be-
cause my 
husband 
is bor-
derline 
anti-tradi-
tion, I’ve 
also real-
ized it’s 

ok if those 
traditions change over time.

Since I’ve had children, we 
always wait until Black Friday 
to decorate for Christmas.  We 

Christmas traditions: both old and new
drink eggnog, play Christmas 
music, take down the harvest 
décor, and put up all the Christ-
mas things.  I look forward to it 
every year, even though it’s a lot 
of work.  This year I toyed with 
the idea of doing it early since 
Thanksgiving was so late, but I 
couldn’t bring myself to break 
the tradition.  Then, I ended 
up getting sick and couldn’t 
decorate until Sunday.  It really 
didn’t change anything, and we 
still enjoyed the process.

I’m big on traditions.  I love 
them, but my husband doesn’t 
care about them.  He loves doing 
new things and changing it up.  
There’s nothing wrong with 
that, it’s just different.  If I’m 
being honest, my husband’s lack 
of tradition annoys me because 
nothing is sacred.  However, 
since we’ve been married, it has 
been nice to let go of things that 
no one cared about (other than 
me) and create new traditions.

One of those new ones was 
opening stockings on Christmas 
Eve.  We never did that growing 

up or when the kids were little.  
However, my in-laws are a little 
over the top at Christmas, and 
our stockings would get over-
shadowed on Christmas morn-
ing.  We decided one year to let 
them do the stockings the night 
before and watch Christmas 
movies together.  Now, I’m not 
sure if they remember a time 
when we didn’t do that.  It’s a 
new tradition that we all look 
forward to.

Some years we drive around 
and look at lights, other times 
we don’t.  Some years we get 
matching pajamas, some years 
we use old ones or just don’t 
match.  I’ve made the big, fancy 
Christmas dinner and had 
family over, and we’ve also had a 
quiet Christmas and ordered in.  

Some things are special to us, 
like going to church on Christ-
mas Eve and making sure the 

kids know why we celebrate 
Christmas in our home.  Other 
things are nice but it’s ok if they 
ebb and flow.  It’s hard for some 
of us to relinquish control and 
let go of our favorite traditions.  
But it’s also really freeing to 
not feel obligated to do certain 
things just out of habit.  

I don’t want to add extra stress 
to a season that’s already stress-
ful.  The whole point of these tra-
ditions is to make lasting mem-
ories with the kids so they can 
look back and remember these 
times together with joy.  I don’t 
want them to feel as though they 
must keep some sacred tradition 
for the rest of time.  I want them 
to feel free to make their own 
traditions and change them to 
fit their own families. So, cheers 
to another year of memories, an-
other year of doing some of the 
same things, and another year of 
trying new things.  Who knows 
what next year will bring.
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow
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Deterrence plays a vital role
in maintaining peace around the world

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

A wise, old soul once told me that 
“the story of government isn’t that what 
is said isn’t so, it’s that what is so isn’t 
said.” That, over and over, has proven 
true in years of digging into stories and 
actions of state government.

State agencies and constitutional offi-
cers have a bevy of public information 
officers whose job is to promote what 
that agency or office does, and overall, 
make that agency look good. (“Put lip-
stick on the pig” is another old saying.)

All too often, when you peel away 
the layers of the bureaucratic onion, 
you find out that what’s being said isn’t 
completely the case.

Which brings us to the “inspector 
generals” offices 
created by the State 
Legislature to bird 
dog the functions 
of the child welfare 
system and state 
prisons.

Twelve years 
ago, the Office of 
Inspector General 
for Child Wel-
fare was created 
because too many 
kids were being 
abused or were 
dying under state 
care, and questions 
were being raised 

about an experiment to privatize child 
welfare services –  handing the work 
of overseeing kids in foster care and 
institutions to a profit-driven company 
instead of public employees. 

The goal of the inspector general’s of-
fice was to provide an independent look 
at operations and incidents within that 
system and juvenile detention facilities, 
and offer recommendations. 

Later, in 2015, the Legislature creat-
ed the Inspector General for Correc-
tions position to probe functions and 
malfunctions within the state prison 
system. It came after the prison system 
wrongly released several inmates via 
miscalculation of their sentences, and 
let go a mentally ill inmate, Nikko Jen-
kins, without sufficient rehabilitation 
work. Prisons were also grossly over-
crowded and workers, due to a severe 
shortage of staff, were working hours 
and hours of overtime.

The two OIGs provided valuable 
insight to state lawmakers via annual 
reports about agency operations and via 
occasional special reports on incidents 
of death and serious injury. Those 

reports went well beyond the often rosy 
assessments from the agencies. 

Let’s just say that the inspectors gen-
eral often provide “the rest of the sto-
ry.” While the reports weren’t designed 
to embarrass or condemn the agencies, 
they sometimes laid bare malfunctions 
and negligence. They also offered help-
ful suggestions.

Fast forward to last year when At-
torney General Mike Hilgers’ lawyers 
issued an advisory opinion that, in 
their view, the OIG offices violated the 
constitutional “separation of powers” 
between the legislative branch and the 
executive and judicial branches.

Immediately, the departments of 
Corrections and Health and Human 
Services cut off access to their facilities 
and their records even though the AG’s 
opinion didn’t have the force of law. 

So if someone died in prison or a 
foster home, we were going to have to 
trust agency officials to explain what 
happened – a real “fox guarding the hen 
house” situation. In February, however, 
state lawmakers and the governor’s 
office struck a deal to restore some 
valuable access for the OIGs. Earlier 
this month, the Speaker of the Legisla-
ture, Sen. John Arch, unveiled a plan to 
solidify that access by reorganizing the 
Legislature’s oversight offices.

One sticking point might be that the 
OIGs would no longer have automatic 
access to agency computer records. Un-
der Arch’s plan, the OIGs would have to 
negotiate release of such records with 
the agency. They would have to provide 
such data “in an efficient and timely 
way” while preserving confidentiality 
and without being overly burdensome 

Speaker of Legislature offers plan to maintain
valuable access for inspector generals

to the agency. Reportedly, state agen-
cies have been mostly cooperative with 
the two inspectors generals in recent 
months, allowing them to continue 
their valuable work.

Let’s hope that continues, because 
another old saying about government 
is that the best way to prevent misman-
agement or injustice is to “shine a light” 
on it, which is what the OIGs have done.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as senior 
contributor with the Nebraska Examin-

er. He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 

and Omaha Sun. A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-

ing about the state.

Nebraska
Christmas
traditions

This week, world events have em-
phasized the importance of American 
readiness to keep our country safe and 
stand with our allies across the globe. 
The fall of Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
in Syria is another reminder many 
regions of the world do not enjoy the 
freedom and stability we do in the Unit-
ed States. It also underscores the need 
for decisive U.S. leadership as Assad’s 
rogue allies, such as Russia and Iran, 
may grow increasingly desperate.

In East Asia, China has mobilized 
its naval forces at a level not seen since 
the mid-1990s. As a result, ensuring the 
security of Taiwan and other U.S. allies 
in the Western Pacific region took on 
renewed urgency. As South Korea faces 
a political crisis, and North Korean 
troops fight on the side of Vladimir 
Putin against Ukraine, the U.S. must 
continue to demonstrate strength.

While there are signs Hamas’ will 
to fight is waning, maintaining robust 
support for Israel’s efforts in Gaza is 
necessary for securing the release of 
the hostages taken by Hamas in their 
brutal October 7th attack, including 
U.S. citizens, who have yet to be re-
leased.

This week, in a speech decrying 
Assad’s fall in Syria, Iran’s Supreme 

Leader Ali Khame-
nei blamed the U.S. 
and Israel for the 
loss of its strategic 
ally as his audi-
ence cheered with 
chants of “Death 
to Israel!” and 
“Death to Ameri-
ca!” As Iran’s des-
peration to secure 
nuclear weapons 
grows, it is vital 
the United States 
demonstrates a 
steady hand and 
does not telegraph 
weakness. Yet, in a 

move typical of its weak foreign policy, 
two days after the 2024 election, the 
Biden-Harris administration permitted 
the Iranian regime to access $10 billion 
through accounts in Iraq and Oman.

Deterrence of terrorism and aggres-
sion plays an essential role in promot-
ing stability in the Middle East and 
around the world. However, deterrence 
is only effective when our enemies 

know we are willing to back up what 
we say with action. It is no accident the 
election victory of President Trump has 
been accompanied by increased cooper-
ation from Egypt in Gaza and substan-
tial progress on the efforts to free the 
hostages kept by Hamas.

To prioritize the wellbeing of Amer-
ican servicemembers and reinforce 
American defense efforts, I supported 
House passage of the National Defense 
Authorization Act this week. As our 
military faces historic recruiting 
challenges, the legislation would enact 
a 14.5 percent pay raise for junior enlist-
ed servicemembers and a 4.5 percent 
pay raise for all other servicemem-
bers. It will support National Guard 
deployment at our southwest border 
to intercept illegal aliens and drugs. It 
would also increase funding for efforts 
to strengthen Taiwan’s defense and 
includes measures to combat Chinese 
espionage in our military, supply 
chains, and research institutions, while 
prohibiting the Department of Defense 
from funding abortion travel and gen-
der treatment for minors – little-used 
services which only district from the 
agency’s vital mission.

Nebraska has long been a standout 
leader in national security. The Third 
District was home to many airfields 
which facilitated training missions for 
pilots during World War II and today 
plays an important role in strategic 
missile defense. I was proud to support 
the recent activation of the new 95th 
Wing at Offutt Air Force Base. Modern 
war technologies make defense read-
iness and efficient nuclear command 
and control more critical than ever 
before, and the 95th Wing will serve to 
strengthen these capabilities at Offutt. 
I am grateful for the cooperation of 
the entire Nebraska delegation in this 
effort, and I commend the outstanding 
servicemembers and people of our state 
for this accomplishment.

Global security challenges have 
brought strategic readiness to the 
forefront of American defense policy. 
Adversity requires we stand up to those 
who seek to threaten our freedom-lov-
ing allies and undermine U.S. interests. 
I am committed to ensuring our coun-
try’s military is equipped to do its job 
and our servicemembers receive the 
support they deserve.

As the year ends, families and friends 
will reunite across our state to cele-
brate the holiday season. 

One of my favorite things about 
Christmas is that each person, family, 
and community has its own special 
traditions. 

No matter where you find yourself 
in Nebraska this season, I encourage 
you to share in one of our many unique 
celebrations.

Under the bright stars over North 
Platte rests a grand white house, 
trimmed in green and dressed in shin-
ing Christmas lights. While carolers 
sing, guests are free to tour the grounds 
in horse-drawn wagons.

The mansion, 
once home to the 
famed “Buffalo 
Bill” Cody—re-
nowned for his leg-
endary Wild West 
shows—and his 
wife Louisa, has 
long been the set-
ting for “Christmas 
at the Cody’s.” The 
annual celebra-
tion carries on the 
festivities hosted 
by the Cody family 
every Christmas 
season.

Each year, non-
profits, local busi-
nesses, and Nebraska Game and Parks 
staff decorate the property, drawing 
families from across the state to enjoy 
the holidays and reflect on Christmases 
past.

These festive displays serve as a 
reminder of what Christmas in Nebras-
ka truly represents—a time for unity 
among families, friends, and communi-
ties.

Further east, in Minden, residents 
proudly celebrate another local Christ-
mas tradition.

Minden boasts over 12,000 lights, 
which decorate the courthouse dome 
and town square. These dazzling 
displays are visible for miles, giving 
Minden its well-earned title as Nebras-
ka’s Christmas City.

This tradition began in 1915, when 
City Light Commissioner J.C. Haws 
strung lights from the railroad depot to 
the town square. 

Although bad weather disrupted his 
plan, Haws repurposed the lights to 
adorn the courthouse dome, a tradition 
that continues today.

But Minden’s Christmas charm goes 
beyond its lights. Each year, the com-
munity performs The Light of the World 
Christmas pageant, a labor of love 
involving months of preparation.

North of Nebraska’s Christmas City 
sits another classic Christmas destina-
tion, the village of Comstock.

While Comstock’s population is less 
than 100 people, they’re famous for one 
of our state’s most spectacular Christ-
mas celebrations.

Eight years ago, Henry Nuxoll strung 
lights on his roof in memory of his twin 
brother. 

Soon after, he began receiving anon-
ymous Christmas decorations in the 
mail from Nebraskans eager to help.

Over the years, that Christmas spirit 
spread across the whole town, and 
today, Comstock is completely trans-
formed every holiday season. It features 
20 blocks of displays with over 400 
inflatables, including special neighbor-
hoods like Grinchville and Snowman’s 
Land.

Comstock’s story reminds us how a 
single act of love can inspire an entire 
community.

During this Christmas season, I hope 
we reflect on how much we have to be 
grateful for in Nebraska and cherish 
these very special traditions. And no 
matter how you celebrate the Christmas 
season, I hope you spend it surrounded 
by loved ones.

To all my fellow Nebraskans: Merry 
Christmas. May this December be joy-
ful and filled with blessings.
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The Christmas season is one of joy, peace, and reflection. As we 
gather with family and friends, we celebrate the many blessings in 
our lives. We decorate our homes with festive lights. We share meals 
with loved ones. We embrace the traditions that make this time of 
year so special. Christmas is also an opportunity to reflect on the 
true meaning of the season and the values that unite us: faith, fami-
ly, and fellowship.

For my family, Christmas is about marking the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. His humble arrival in a manger brought hope 
and healing to our broken world. His message of love and service 
guides us every day. Jesus taught that “it is more blessed to give 

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

It’s time to say ‘Merry Christmas, Nebraska!’
than to receive,” and that true greatness is found in serving others. 
This should remind us that Christmas is not simply about the gifts 
we receive, but about the gifts we give through acts of kindness and 
service. Jesus’ message of love and service continues to guide and 
motivate us towards a better future.

Nebraskans embody this spirit of service every day. We should be 
proud that our state ranks 3rd in the nation for formal volunteering. 
This is no small achievement. It shows that Nebraskans are commit-
ted to helping others. That can mean packing 
meals for families in need. It can mean volun-
teering at a local shelter. It can mean helping an 
elderly neighbor collect leaves or shovel snow. 
Our state’s volunteer spirit reflects who we 
are. We are hardworking, compassionate, and 
always ready to lend a helping hand.

Let’s also remember the brave women and 
men who will spend the holidays away from 
their families. We owe so much to these first 
responders, medical professionals, and law 
enforcement officers. They work tirelessly to 
keep us safe. We also remember the service-
members who are far from home. These heroes 
defend our freedoms. They protect our way of 
life. Their sacrifices, and the sacrifices of their 
families, are never forgotten. We should thank 
them for their service and pray for their safe return.

As we gather around the Christmas tree, let us also remember 
those who are struggling. Whether it’s someone grieving the loss of 
a loved one or a family facing hardship, Christmas is a time to reach 
out to those in need. Too many people experience loneliness during 
the holidays. Sometimes, the smallest gestures—a phone call, a 
meal, a kind word—can make a world of difference. In the spirit of 
Christmas, let’s take a moment to help our neighbors and offer our 
support to those around us. By doing so, we strengthen the bonds 
that unite us as a community and as a state.

While we celebrate the joy of the season, we also recognize the 
challenges many face around the world. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with those who are suffering in conflict zones. We continue to 
hope and pray for peace in places torn by violence. We grieve with 
those who have lost loved ones. We stand in solidarity with the 
families of those Americans who are still being held hostage around 
the world. And we recommit ourselves to supporting our troops and 
doing all we can to bring peace and justice to the world.

As we look forward to the year ahead, I am inspired by the count-
less acts of service that take place every day here in Nebraska. 
These actions remind us that we are never alone. Together, we make 
Nebraska a better place for everyone. On behalf of my family, my 
team, and myself, have a joyful, peaceful, and meaningful Christ-
mas.

 ◀ FROM Page 1

DeKay
lab-grown meat. The Governor also directed the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Agriculture to create regulations requiring any meat-like 
products made from animal cells (i.e., lab-grown meat), plants, or 
insects be labeled as imitations and kept apart from regular meat 
in stores. I anticipate legislation on either topic to come before the 
Agriculture Committee next year.

Finally, I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. I hope everyone has safe travels and has the opportunity 
to come together around family and enjoy good food!

It is a privilege to serve as your State Senator, and I will continue 
to give my full effort to make a positive difference for the District 
and the State. My Capitol office telephone number is (402) 471-2801 
while my email is bdekay@leg.ne.gov. My mailing address is: Sena-
tor Barry DeKay, District #40, P.O. Box 94604, State Capitol, Lincoln, 
NE 68509.
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Bartlett Bits
The Wheeler Central Christ-

mas Concert, under the direction 
of Sherry Tetschner, was held 
Friday night, December 13. 

The evening began with 2nd-
8th graders singing ‘What Child 
is This’ and ‘Silent Night.’ This 
was followed by  the 1st -6th 
graders performing the senti-
mental song ‘It’s Great to be a 
Kid at Christmas Time.’  

Instrumental presentations 
followed the chorus. This includ-
ed Aidan Maddux, trumpet solo; 
Sleigh Ride, 5th grade band; A 
Quarter’s Worth and Hot Cross 
Buns, Casey Freouf, clarinet 
solo; Heaven, 6th grade band; 
Good King Wenceslas, Jingle 
Bells and Jolly Old St. Nicholas, 
and 7th -11th grade band; Mary 
Did You Know and Last Christ-
mas.  

More holiday choral selec-
tions were presented during the 
program.  These were Preschool, 
What’s is That Stocking and 
Santa, Kindergarten; Frosty the 
Snowman, K-3; Santa Claus is on 
His Way, 1st grade; Jingle Bells, 
2nd grade; We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas, 3rd grade; I Want a 
Hippopotamus for Christmas, 
4th and 5th grade girls; Jingle 
Bell Rock, 4th and 5th grade 
boys; Deck the Halls, 4th grade  
entire class; 12 Days of Christ-
mas, 5th grade; Rocking Around 
the Christmas Tree, 6th grade; 
Sing We Now of Christmas and 
Holly Jolly Christmas and 7th 
grade; The Little Drummer Boy. 

Santa arrived to visit with 
boys and girls after the program. 
A cookie and punch reception, 
hosted by the Wheeler Central 
Booster Club, was enjoyed by 
those attending. 

Submitted by Sherry Tetschner

Wheeler Central second through eighth grade class members performed ‘What Chis is This/Silent Night.’
Photos submitted

Fifth graders singing ‘Rocking Around the Christmas Tree.’

Fifth grade band member Jhett 
Pudwill on drums. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
BORER GRAIN & LIVESTOCK, LLC

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

BORER GRAIN & LIVESTOCK, 
LLC, a Nebraska Limited Liabil-
ity Company, is organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebras-
ka. The registered agent is Daniel 
Borer.  The street and mailing ad-

dress of the registered agent and 
designated office is 52153 844th 
Rd, Elgin, Nebraska 68636.  The 
general nature of its business is 
to engage in and to do any lawful 
act concerning any and all lawful 
business, other than banking or 
insurance, for which a limited lia-

bility company may be organized 
under the laws of Nebraska; and 
for all other purposes authorized 
by law, to the same extent as nat-
ural persons might or could do.  
The limited liability company was 
formed on December 3, 2024, 
and has perpetual existence.  Its 

affairs shall be conducted by the 
Members pursuant to the Oper-
ating Agreement duly adopted by 
the Company.
PUBLISH: December 11, 18 & 25, 
2024
ZNEZ

OBITUARIES
Gordon “Feller” Baker, 93

June 19, 1931 - December 16, 2024
Feller was a steward of the land, a farmer 
and a public servant through and through. 

Above all, he was a family man.
Gordon 

“Feller” 
Baker, 93 of  
Neligh, NE 
died Monday, 

December 16, 2024 at Arbor Care 
Center in Neligh, NE. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial 
was held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, 
December 20, 2024 at St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Neligh, NE 
with Rev. Frank Baumert offici-
ating, followed by interment in 
the parish cemetery. Visitation 
was 5:00-7:00 p.m. Thursday 
at the church, with a 7:00 p.m. 
wake service. 

Levander Funeral Home of El-
gin is in charge of the arrange-
ments. Condolences may be sent 
to the family at www.levander-
funeralhome.com.

*****
Feller was born on June 19, 

1931, in rural Chambers to A 
Gordon and Gesine Katherine 
(Freese) Baker, the middle of  
five children. Before starting 
school, the Baker family moved 
to rural Neligh where Feller 
would attend all twelve years 
at Neligh Public Schools grad-
uating in 1948 at the ripe of  age 
of  16! He started farming with 
his father on the family farm 
east of  Neligh. In February 
1951, he met the love of  his life, 
Darlene (Dolly) Leifeld outside 
a dance in Petersburg, NE. In 
July of  that year Feller would 
be diagnosed with polio and 
spent time at Douglas County 
Hospital fighting for his life. 
Though polio would delay their 
marriage, they were finally 
married February 18, 1952 at St. 
John’s rectory in Petersburg, 
NE. to this union six children 
were born: Elizabeth, Kather-
ine, Jane, Jennifer, Mathew, and 
Angela. 

Feller was a steward of  the 
land, a farmer, and a public 
servant, through and through. 
He was devoted to his wife, his 
family, his church, his commu-
nity, and the family farm. In 
November of  1970 they moved 
to the Baker Family Farmstead 
where he lived till earlier this 
year. 

As a child Feller worked with 
his father and brothers on the 
family farm. As he grew to 
adulthood his path led him to 
continue working alongside his 
father continuing the family leg-
acy. Feller and his bride lived on 
a few farms in the Neligh area, 
growing their herds along the 
way, before settling on a farm 
adjacent to the Baker Family 
Farmstead in 1958. By this time 
the couple had welcomed three 
daughters and the family would 
continue to grow. As a farmer 
and livestock producer Feller 
became especially prolific for 
his pork production including 
being featured in a Purina feed 
advertisement for purchasing 
a train car of  Pig Startena feed 
in 1962 and being part owner of  
Rice Feed & Grain. He would 
spend a couple of  years in the 
early 1970’s as the largest inde-
pendent pork producer in the 
state. By the 1970’s the family 
had grown to five daughters 
and his son. He was no longer 
milking any cattle but instead 
focusing on pork production, a 
smaller cattle herd, and crops 
to include alfalfa, corn, beans, 
sorghum. For many years Feller 
donated the pigs used in the 
pig scramble at the Antelope 
County Fair. Many a young 
child walked away with a Baker 
piglet as their prize! Feller 
would enjoy his work on the 
farm working well into his 70’s. 
In 2018, Feller and Dolly would 
be awarded the Pioneer Farm 
Award for long and meritorious 
service to agriculture for 100 
years of  farm ownership. 

Feller had always had a keen 
interest in politics and joined 

the Neligh-Oakdale School 
Board from 1976-1980. While 
on the school board more than 
one student was appreciative of  
his advocacy. After the school 
board, Feller began serving as 
an Antelope County Supervisor 
beginning in 1980. Shortly into 
his tenure he would be voted 
Chairman of  the Board. He 
served as an Antelope County 
Supervisor, more often than 
not being voted Chairman also, 
from 1980-2000. As a board 
representative he served on 
the Boards of  Directors for 
Goldenrod Hills Community 
Action Council, Northeast NE 
Area Agency on Aging, NIRMA, 
NACO, League of  Human Dig-
nity, and Liberty Center. Also 
during this time Baker was in-
strumental in many things that 
would benefit Antelope County 
residents. He was operative in 
visiting congressional leader-
ship in Washington D.C. which 
would lead to the growth of  the 
commodities offerings through 
Goldenrod Hills. Additionally, 
he was effective in supporting 
efforts to repair the Singing 
Bridge outside Clearwater and 
the Old Mill Bridge, and con-
struction of  the Standing Bear 
Bridge on Hwy 14. 

He was especially passionate 
about Standing Bear Bridge 
being built for the indigenous 
population that he felt had been 
left largely ignored. 

Although Feller was not 
raised Catholic, he would 
convert and be baptized with 
his son in 1965. He was a very 
devout Catholic serving as an 
usher, on the St. Francis Parish 
Board, and the Tintern Mon-
astery Board. He was proud to 
work closely with Fr. Stevens 
for fundraising and construc-
tion of  the monastery. Feller 
and Dolly were long term vol-
unteers at the nursing home as-
sisting the priest with Mass and 
visiting with residents, lifting 
spirits with conversations and 
caring. They did this volunteer 
work well into their 80’s. 

Above all though, Feller was 
a family man. He cherished 
his wife and was devoted to 
his family. As a son, brother, 
husband, father, and grandfa-
ther he shared his wit, intellect, 
opinions, and faith with all. He 
is known for his unconditional 
love and acceptance. Feller 
and Dolly were known to open 
their home and their hearts to 
many. The farm would become 
a second home to many nieces 
and nephews, the grandchil-
dren, and dozens of  friends of  
these children and grandchil-
dren. Feller loved taking his 
grandkids up to the pasture for 
impromptu weinie roasts often 
including their friends. He will 
most be missed by these loved 
ones.  

Feller is preceded in death by 
his parents, siblings and their 
spouses: Chesley (Della) Baker, 
Irma Jean (Walter) Lentz; broth-
er, Robert Baker; and broth-
er-in-law, Warren Holm. Also 
preceding him in death were 
his mother and father-in-law, 
William and Julia Leifeld. 

Feller is survived by his 
children and spouses: Liz and 
Greg Luce, Cheyenne, WY; Kate 
Kypuros and partner, Michael 
Montilla, Camano Island, WA; 
Jane and Gary Clark, Amherst, 
NE; Jennifer and Mark Er-
vin, Neligh, NE; Mathew and 
Rebecca Baker, Neligh, NE; 
and Angela Baker and partner, 
Birol Isbilir, Omaha, NE; sister, 
Nancy Holm & sister-in-law, 
Judy Baker, both of  Bellevue. 
Also surviving are numerous 
nieces and nephews and his 17 
grandchildren, 21 great-grand-
children, and one great-great 
granddaughter. Their legacy 
will live on for generations. 

NOTICE OF JANUARY MEETINGS
ANTELOPE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR 
THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 

2025
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

January 7, 2025 at 9:00 AM
January 14, 2025 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept contin-
uously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may be 
modified at such meeting to in-
clude items of an emergency na-
ture pursuant to Section 84-1411 
of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: December 25, 2024
ZNEZ
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Monday, December30: Gou-
lash, cauliflower, lettuce salad, 
pears, bread/butter, milk.
Tuesday, December 31: Pizza 
soup, lettuce salad, cottage 
cheese, peaches, carrots/celery, 
bread stick, milk.
Wednesday, January 1: New 
Year’s Day closed.
Thursday, January 2: Spa-
ghetti w/meat sauce, green 
beans, lettuce salad, tropical 
fruit, bread/butter, milk.
Friday, January 3: Chicken 
strips, tator tots, broccoli/

cauliflower mix, fruit cocktail, 
bread/butter, milk.
(All meals served with bread & 
butter.
 Menus are provided by the Com-
munity Center and are subject to 

change).
Suggested price is $7 per 

meal for persons 60 years of age 
and older. 

Under 60 is $10.00. Serving 
starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. 

Elgin Community Center Menus

 Northeast Nebraska Commu-
nity Action Partnership will 
hold the Neligh WIC and Immu-
nization clinic on Thursday Jan-
uary 2nd, 2025, from 10:30am to 
2:30pm at the American Legion- 
115 W. 3rd Street Neligh, NE 
68756. For an appointment or for 
more information regarding the 
WIC or Immunization Programs 
please call (402) 385-6300.

NENCAP’s WIC Program pro-
vides nutrition education and 
supplemental foods to income el-
igible pregnant, breast-feeding, 
or postpartum women, infants, 
and children to age 5 years. 
Find a clinic near you at signup-
wic.com. *This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider*

NENCAP’s Immunization 
Program provides vaccines to 
adults and children following 
the recommended schedule from 
the Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services and 
the Center for Disease Control. 
Covid-19 vaccines available for 
those 6 months and older are 
available at no cost. The immu-
nization clinic can serve both 

clients with and without health 
insurance.

Northeast Nebraska Com-
munity Action Partnership 
(NENCAP), headquartered 
in Pender, NE, is one of nine 
Community Action Agencies in 
Nebraska. NENCAP manages 
several different programs as 
determined by identified needs 
of residents in the 14-county 
service area. The Agency serves 
over 10,000 clients a year due 
to successful outreach efforts. 
Northeast Nebraska Community 
Action Partnership (NENCAP) 
programs include the Commodi-
ty Supplemental Food Program; 
Family Services; Immunization; 
Weatherization; Head Start; 
Women, Infants, and Children 
Nutrition; Early Intervention 
Services Coordination; Healthy 
Families. The agency serves 
Knox, Antelope, Pierce, Madi-
son, Stanton, Cuming, Thurston, 
Dakota, Burt, Wayne, Dixon, 
Cedar, Washington, and Dodge 
counties. For more information 
on NENCAP programs, call 
1-800-445-2505.

Neligh WIC, immunization
clinic to be January 2
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‘Senior Day’ for EPPJ wrestling program held Saturday

Austin Hinkle, son of Luke and Jessica HinkleLandon Kallhoff, son of Josh and Tonya Kall-
hoff

Student manager Lauren Vitamvas, daugh-
ter of April & John Schindler and Corey Vita-

ELGIN — The ‘Basketball Gods’ must be crazy.
The Wolfpack second home game in five days, another close game 

and, this time, the Wolfpack came out on the short end of the score-
board. So close, but so far away. Boyd County defeated the Wolfpack 
46 to 42.

The Spartans took a lead late in the second quarter and never re-
linquished it the rest of the game, fending off the Wolfpack at every 
turn. 

“I didn’t feel like we had the energy tonight,” Wolfpack Coach 
Matt Euse said about the loss. “I told my assistant coaches, midway 
through the fourth quarter, I didn’t think we had enough energy to 
win this game ... We didn’t work as hard as they did.”

Boyd County was up seven, 25 to 18, when EPPJ put together a 
string of five points before halftime. Michael Selting drilled a trey 
and then Taylor Beckman had a putback to trail 26 to 23 at the half.

The Spartans built the lead up to 30 to 25 in the third quarter be-
fore the Wolfpack used free throws to cut the margin. Jarek Erick-
son had one and Dylan Kolm added two to cut the margin to 30 to 28.

Then, early in the fourth quarter, Dylan Kolm connected to pull 
within two. 

That’s as close as EPPJ would get til late in the game. Boyd County 
was up by seven, 44 to 37 with 26 seconds left when freshman Max 
Henn scored inside. Boyd County then turned the ball over on an in 
bounds pass. EPPJ capitalized on the turnover when Jarek Erick-
son drained a trey to make the score 44 to 42 with eight seconds 
left. Then Spartan Will Nelson drained two free throws with four 
seconds left for the final margin of victory, 46 to 42. Nelson and Cash 
Sinclair each had 12 for the Spartans, Hudson Hoffman had 8. They 
were 16 of 43 from the field and made 9 of 15 free throws.

“Nobody (the Wolfpack) played bad. We just, as a team collectively, 
didn’t play good. We’ll go on from here,” Euse said.

EPPJ was led in scoring by Kellan Hoefer with 11, Erickson and 
Kolm with 10. Erickson had a team-high 10 rebounds.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s record to 4-3 before the Christmas break.
Boyd County 46, EPPJ 42

Spartans………………………………………………………….10  16  9  11 — 46
Wolfpack…………………………………………………………..9  14  5  14 — 42
Wolfpack — Kellan Hoefer 4-16 1-2 11, Michael Selting 1-1 0-0 3, Karson 
Kallhoff 1-4 0-0 3, Jarek Erickson 3-14 3-4 10, Taylor Beckman 1-4 1-4 3, 
Max Henn 1-3 0-0 2, Dylan Kolm 4-11 2-2 10. Team totals: 15-53 7-12 42. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 5-16 (Kellan Hoefer 2, Michael Selting 1, 
Jarek Erickson 1, Karson Kallhoff 1). Boyd County team totals: 16-45 9-15 
46. Three-point shots — Spartans 5-22. 
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 34 (Jarek Erickson 10, Dylan Kolm 
9), Spartans 26. Assists — Wolfpack 6 (Karson Kallhoff 3). Steals — Wolf-
pack 2, Spartans 4. Turnovers — Wolfpack 12, Spartans 7.

Wolfpack late run comes up short versus Spartans

Jarek Erickson had 10 points and 10 rebounds in Saturday’s loss to 
Boyd County.

E-R photo/DMorgan

It Pays To
Advertise!
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ELGIN — Elkhorn Valley had 
height. EPPJ had grit. Final 
score - EPPJ 46, Falcons 44.

The Wolfpack hit three-point 
baskets time and time again to 
hold off the Falcons. EPPJ con-
nected on seven of 18 attempts 
from behind the arc. In contrast, 
Elkhorn Valley made just six of 
24 three-point shots, the majority 
of their field goal attempts came 
from three-point range.

Kellan Hoefer had two treys in 
the first half and Jarek Erickson 
had one, his giving the Wolfpack 
a 22 to 16 lead. Elkhorn Valley 
then closed the margin to one 
point on a dunk by 6’4” Logan 
Black.

In the third quarter the teams 
traded baskets before a trey by 
Karson Kallhoff gave EPPJ a 30 
to 27 lead. Senior Sam Bogle tied 
the score at 30-all. Then, EPPJ 
went on a seven to zero run to 
close out the quarter and lead 37 
to 30.

The lead grew to eight points, 
42 to 34, on another trey by Kall-
hoff.

The margin narrowed to two 
points on three occasions. After 
Kellyn Ollendick made a trey to 
make the score 42 to 40, Hoefer 
drilled two free throws with 
34 seconds left to make it a two 
score game.

Twice in the game’s final mo-
ments, Korbin Werner cut the 
lead back to two points, the last 
coming with just 3.2 seconds left 
on the clock. Elkhorn Valley had 
one last shot, a desperation shot 
from behind half court which 
missed the mark.

The victory snapped a two-
game losing streak by EPPJ, im-
proving their record to 4-2.

EPPJ was led by Hoefer with 
14 points, Kallhoff had 13. Dylan 
Kolm snared nine rebounds.

The Falcons were led in scor-
ing by Kellyn Ollendick with 17 
points, Korbin Werner had 10. 
The duo each had eight rebounds.

EPPJ 46, Elkhorn Valley 44
Falcons……………9  12  9  14 — 44
Wolfpack………….5  17  15  9 — 46
Wolfpack — Kellan Hoefer 5-10 
2-2 14, Michael Selting 0-0 0-0 0, 
Karson Kallhoff 4-15 2-2 13, Jarek 
Erickson 3-8 1-3 9, Taylor Beck-
man 2-3 0-0 4, Max Henn 0-1 0-1 0, 
Dylan Kolm 3-9 0-2 6. Team totals: 

Evans, Chessmore rack up pins Friday
at EPPJ Girls Wrestling Invite

ELGIN — The Wolfpack’s 
‘silent assassin’ reigned supreme 
Friday night at the EPPJ Girls 
Wrestling Invite.

Sophomore Libby Evans 
dominated the 190-pound weight 
class to claim ‘gold’ at the last 
wrestling tournament before 
Christmas break.

After opening with a pin over 
Summerland’s Kyah Bruhn, 
Evans then pinned her way 
to the medal stand with three 
victories. 

She recorded a pin over 
Plainview’s Callie Taylor, then 
defeated by technical fall (16 to 
1) Addyson Jacob of Neligh-Oak-
dale. It marked the first time 
in her career she achieved a 
technical fall. In the champion-
ship match, she registered her 
third pin of the day, this time 
over undefeated Jaelyn Shaver 
of Summerland.

Teammate Jayda Chessmore, 
saddled by a leg injury, still 
managed to register one pin. 
In her second match of the day, 
Chessmore registered a pin over 
Lily Curry of Norfolk Catholic 
in 1:52.

Complete results, courtesy of 
TrackWrestling, were:

125 — Quarterfinal - Gracie 
Wortman (Randolph Girls) 10-3 
won by tech fall over Jayda 
Chessmore (Elgin Public/Pope 
John Girls) 5-6 (18-3); Cons. 
Round 2 - Chessmore won by 
fall over Lily Curry (Norfolk 

Catholic Girls) 0-5 (Fall 1:52); 
Cons. Round 3 - Serenity Heil-El-
lis (Wayne Girls) 4-2 won by fall 
over Chessmore (Fall 1:45)

190 — Round 2 - Libby Evans 
(Elgin Public/Pope John Girls) 
9-1 won by fall over Kyah Bruhn 
(Summerland Girls) 2-2 (Fall 
2:44); Round 3 - Evans won by 

fall over Callie Taylor (Plain-
view Girls, NE) 0-8 (Fall 0:29); 
Round 4 - Evans won by tech 
fall over Addyson Jacob (Nel-
igh-Oakdale Girls) 2-9 (16-1); 
Round 5 - Libby Evans (Elgin 
Public/Pope John Girls) 9-1 won 
by fall over Jaelyn Shaver (Sum-
merland Girls) 9-1 (Fall 3:38)

Veik lone
medalist at

invite Saturday
ELGIN — The Wolfpack boys 

wrestling team registered one 
medal Saturday at the high-
ly-competitive EPPJ Wrestling 
Tournament.

Bleachers on both sides of 
the mats were full of family 
and spectators eager to watch 
the Wolfpack and other teams 
compete.

Junior Landyn Veik reached 
the finals in the 157-pound 
division. There, Veik put up a 
fight against opponent Central 
Valley’s William Pokorny. Com-
ing into the match with a 12-0 
record, Pokorny came away with 
a hard-earned 9 to 5 victory.

Veik began his march to the 
medal stand with a pin in the 
opening round against Nebras-
ka Christian’s Caleb Huenefeld 
in 1:45. In the semi-finals, Veik 
won a 5 to 0 decision over Joseph 
Ducker of Arcadia/Loup City.

Sophomore Justice Blecher, 
competing at 215 pounds, had a 
great start at the tournament. 
He pinned his first two oppo-
nents, Nebraska Christian’s 
Hunter Hackel and Archbishop 
Bergan’s Ryker Villwok, then 
lost his next two matches. 

Complete results, courtesy of 
TrackWrestling, were:

144 — Champ. Round 1 - Ky 
Cargill (Central Valley) 9-7 won 
by decision over Grady Drueke 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 

2-6 (Dec 10-6); Cons. Round 
1 - Drueke won by fall over 
Gavin Kallhoff (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 1-4 (Fall 1:27); Cons. 
Round 2 - Sawyer Pruss (Arch-
bishop Bergan) 5-5 won by tech 
fall over Drueke (16-0)

144 — Champ. Round 1 - Em-
merson Earl (Palmer) 11-6 won 
by fall over Gavin Kallhoff 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 1-4 
(Fall 1:00); Cons. Round 1 - 

Grady Drueke (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 2-6 won by fall over 
Kallhoff (Fall 1:27)

150 — Champ. Round 1 - Gatlin 
Reimers (Palmer) 12-2 won by 
fall over Landon Kallhoff (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 0-6 (Fall 
0:41); Cons. Round 1 - Kallhoff 
received a bye; Cons. Round 2 - 
Oliver Daniel (Norfolk Catholic) 
5-5 won by fall over Kallhoff 
(Fall 1:00)

157 — Quarterfinal - Landyn 
Veik (Elgin Public/Pope John) 
7-3 won by fall over Caleb 
Huenefeld (Nebraska Christian) 
3-7 (Fall 1:45); Semifinal - Veik 
won by decision over Joseph 
Ducker (Arcadia/Loup City) 10-5 
(Dec 5-0); 1st Place Match - Wil-
liam Pokorny (Central Valley) 
13-0 won by decision over Veik 
(Dec 9-5)

215 — Champ. Round 1 - Jus-

tice Blecher (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) 7-6 won by fall over Hunt-
er Hackel (Nebraska Christian) 
2-10 (Fall 1:22); Quarterfinal 
- Blecher won by fall over Ryker 
Villwok (Archbishop Bergan) 6-5 
(Fall 2:43); Semifinal - Hayven 
Stewart (Plainview) 8-1 won by 
fall over Blecher (Fall 0:32; Cons. 
Semi - Tyson Risinger (Norfolk 
Catholic) 5-3 won by fall over 
Blecher (Fall 0:27)

Wolfpack outlast EV 46 to 44

17-46 5-10 46. Three-point shots — 
7-18 (Kellan Hoefer 2, Karson Kall-
hoff 3, Jarek Erickson 2). Elkhorn 
Valley team totals: 16-43 6-7 44. 
Three-point shots — Falcons 6-24.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-

pack 23 (Dylan Kolm 9, Jarek Erick-
son 6), Falcons 26. Assists — Wolf-
pack 7 (Karson Kallhoff 3). Steals 
— Wolfpack 6 (Jarek Erickson 3), 
Falcons 1. Turnovers — Wolfpack 6, 
Falcons 13.

ELGIN  — Back to full 
strength, coming off a loss earli-
er in the week, Elgin Public-Pope 
John made quick work of the 
Boyd County girls Saturday 
afternoon.

Making eight treys in the first 
half, Elgin went on to defeat the 
Lady Spartans 61 to 20.

The Wolfpack, having suffered 
a one-sided loss Tuesday, came 
back with one of their best ef-
forts so far in December. “I said 
yesterday (Friday), I wanted a lot 

Lady Spartans can’t keep up, EPPJ 61, BC 20
of pressure ... and they respond-
ed,” Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
said about the victory. “I wanted 
to see the fire that we had in 
Wausa.”

The Wolfpack’s sixth victory 
of the season featured an offense 
firing on all cylinders in the first 
half. In the first five minutes of 
the game, the Wolfpack con-
nected on five treys, two by Kate 
Furstenau and one apiece from 
Callie Heithoff, Trissa Russell 
and Braelyn Martinsen to lead 

21 to six.
Hitting from outside opened 

up the inside for Mady Kurpge-
weit. Back-to-back baskets by 
Kurpgeweit made the score 41 to 
10 midway through the second 
quarter.

Coming off the bench, Eliza-
beth Moser made a three just 
before halftime to make the 
score 48 to 14.

A two-point-
er by Kayton 
Zwingman 
in the third 
quarter made 
the score 57 to 
17, starting the 
running clock.

Martinsen and 
Furstenau each 
had 11 points to 
lead the Wolf-
pack. A trio of 
players (Kierstyn Eisenhauer, 
Elizabeth Moser and Kurpge-
weit) each had three rebounds 
for EPPJ.

The victory boosted EPPJ’s 
record to 6-1 heading into the 
Madison Holiday Tournament 
on December 27-28. 

EPPJ 61, Boyd County 20
Wolfpack…………..29  19  9  4 — 61
Spartans……………8    6  4  2 — 20
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 4-5 
0-0 8, Kinley Drueke 0-4 0-0 0, Eliz-
abeth Moser 2-4 0-0 4, Trissa Rus-
sell 3-4 0-1 8, Braelyn Martinsen 
4-7 2-2 11, Callie Heithoff 2-5 0-0 6, 
Kate Furstenau 4-7 0-0 11, Kierstyn 
Eisenhauer 2-5 0-0 4, Mady Kurp-
geweit 4-7 1-2 9, Dannyka Smidt 0-1 
0-0 0. Team totals: 25-49 3-5 61. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 8-18 
(Trissa Russell 2, Braelyn Martinsen 
1, Callie Heithoff 2, Kate Furstenau 
3). Spartans team totals: 7-26 6-14 
20. Three-point shots — Spartans 
0-6.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 21 (Kierstyn Eisenhauer 3, 
Elizabeth Moser 3 Mady Kurpgeweit 
3), Spartans 23. Assists — Wolf-
pack 18 (Callie Heithoff 5, Kate 
Furstenau 5), Spartans 5. Steals — 
Wolfpack 20 (Braelyn Martinsen 5), 
Spartans 7. Turnovers — Wolfpack 
20, Spartans 39.

Kayton
Zwingman

Jayda Chessmore handled Norfolk Catholic’s Lily Curry, pinning her 
in 1:52 Saturday.

E-R photo/DMorgan

E-R photo/DMorgan

Looking to make an escape, Libby Evans went on to pin Summerland’s Kyah Bruhn in her opening round 
match. Evans won all four of her matches, three by pin, to win her weight division.

E-R photo/DMorgan
Even a hand to the face couldn’t deter Taylor Beckman from pulling 
down a big rebound against the Falcons last week. Beckman had four 
points to help lead the Wolfpack to a 46 to 44 victory over Elkhorn 
Valley.

Justice Blecher made quick work of Archbishop Bergan’s Ryker Villwok, pinning him in 2:43.
E-R photo/DMorgan
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EPPJ boys ready
for season opener 

ELGIN — Some nights you 
just don’t have it. Tuesday night, 
December 17, Elgin Public-Pope 
John girls faced off against Elk-
horn Valley. Final score - Fal-
cons 70, Wolfpack 36.

It marked one of the few times, 
in recent memory, where the 
Wolfpack just couldn’t keep pace 
with, on this night, a talented 
Elkhorn Valley team. 

For the Wolfpack, they entered 
the game without their tallest 
player, 5’9” post player Mady 
Kurpgeweit. Her absence from 
the court allowed the Falcons to 
dominate.

Still, through the course of the 
game, there were plenty of high-
lights for the Wolfpack to build 
on for the rest of the season. 
Among them were:

• Senior Trissa Russell came 
off the bench to hit back-to-back 
baskets (including a trey) to only 
trail 19 to 11 after one quarter, 
this after the Falcons jumped out 
to a 7 to 0 lead to start the game.

• Senior Kate Furstenau had 
five-points during one stretch of 
the second quarter. Her trey cut 
the score to 30 to 16 in the final 
stages before halftime.

In the fourth quarter, a 
Furstenau two-pointer cut the 
Falcons’ lead to 58 to 28.

• Callie Heithoff had her best 
game of the season, accounting 
for 10 points and eight rebounds. 
Five of those 10 points came in 
the fourth quarter when she con-
nected on her second trey then 
added two free throws with just 
under three minutes left in the 
game.

Elkhorn Valley was led in scor-
ing by Korlee Broberg with 28 
points, J.J. Black had 17. The duo 
each had eight rebounds, Camer-
on Rutjens had seven.

The Wolfpack were led in 
scoring by Furstenau with 12, 
Heithoff had 10 and a team-high 
eight rebounds. 

Elkhorn Valley 70, EPPJ 36
Falcons…………19  16  22  13 — 70
Wolfpack………..11   8    7  10 — 36
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 0-6 
0-0 0, Kinley Drueke 0-0 0-0 0, Eliz-
abeth Moser 1-4 0-0 2, Trissa Rus-
sell 3-8 0-0 7, Braelyn Martinsen 
2-9 0-0 5, Callie Heithoff 3-7 2-2 10, 
Kate Furstenau 4-11 2-4 12, Kiers-
tyn Eisenhauer 0-3 0-0 0, Dannyka 
Smidt 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 13-48 
4-6 36. Three-point shots — 6-22 

(Callie Heithoff 2, Kate Furstenau 2, 
Trissa Russell 1, Braelyn Martinsen 
1). Falcons team totals: 29-69 6-12 
70. Three-point shots — Falcons 

6-18.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 34 (Callie Heithoff 8), Falcons 
43. Assists — Wolfpack 10 (Kate 

Furstenau 5), Falcons 13. Steals — 
Wolfpack 7 (Callie Heithoff 3), Fal-
cons 13. Turnovers — Wolfpack 27, 
Falcons 19.

Elkhorn Valley’s size, speed top EPPJ

Callie Heithoff had 10 points and 
eight rebounds.


