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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Notice to Defendants — Antelope 

County District Court
Notice of Meeting — The Antelope 

County Board of Equalization
Notice of Organization — Welding 

Transport, LLC
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Wolfpack senior wrestlers
recognized on Parents Day
See page 6

EPPJ stays unbeaten with
big victory over Falcons
See page 11

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Dec 14	 32	 -1	 .00
Dec 15	 58	 14	 .00
Dec 16	 65	 29	 .13
Dec 17	 26	 10	 .00
Dec 18	 20	 10	 .00
Dec 19	 53	 14	 .00
Dec 20	 44	 25	 .00
Total for last week		  0.13
Total for December		  0.20 
Total precipitation 2025		  26.03

The high temperature last week 
was 65 degrees recorded on Tuesday, 
December 16. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was -1 degrees recorded 
on Sunday, December 14. 

Altogether, .13 of an inch of precipi-
tation was recorded. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

In Brief
UNL graduation
ceremony held

Friday & Saturday
Wright among local graduates.

The Antelope County Shooters 
Club will host a gun show/swap meet 
early next month. It will be held 
Saturday and Sunday, January 3-4, 
at the exhibition hall at the Antelope 
County fairgrounds in Neligh.

Graduation was held Friday and 
Saturday, December 19-20, at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Among the local graduates were:
Elgin — Colton Wade Wright, 

College of Engineering, Bachelor of 
Science in Construction Management.

Albion — Ava Claire Frey, College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science; Serena Marie Henry, 
College of Arts and Sciences, Bachelor 
of Science; Carson Robert Maricle, 
College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Agricultural Economics.

Clearwater — Cassidy Layne Bear-
inger, College of Business, Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administra-
tion; Morgan Rose Erhardt, College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, Bachelor of Science in 
Animal Science.

Around this time of year, senators are often 
asked this question: “What legislation are you 
bringing next year?” This week, I would like 
to provide a brief preview of three legislative 
proposals that I am considering for the next 
session. Please be aware that any proposal 
discussed here is subject to change and may or 
may not be ultimately introduced at my discre-
tion. 

Earlier this year, an individual reached out to 
me who qualified for the disabled veteran home-
stead exemption but was unable to submit the 
necessary documents prior to the June 30 dead-

line, resulting in no homestead 
exemption for this year. There is 
currently a process in place that 
allows a person suffering from 
a debilitating medical condition 
or dealing with the death of a 
spouse to submit a late applica-
tion for a homestead exemption. 

However, no such process 
exists for disabled veterans who 
are dealing with a situation 
such as a paperwork delay at the 
VA. I am considering legislation 
which would establish a process 

for veterans or their spouses seeking a veteran 
homestead exemption to submit a late applica-
tion in the event documentation from the VA is 
delayed. Looking ahead, as this past October 
and November illustrated, it could take weeks 
for Congress to resolve a federal government 
shutdown, and there is no guarantee that a 
future shutdown will exempt the VA nor impact 
new veteran benefits applications.

Another possible bill of mine would desig-
nate bromazolam as a controlled substance. 
Bromazolam is a drug originally developed in 
the 1970s which is structurally related to Xanax 
(alprazolam). It has never been approved for 
medical use in the U.S. or in any other country. 

The substance began appearing in the illicit 
drug supply in the U.S. in 2019 and is being 
found in counterfeit pills or mixed with opi-
oids like fentanyl. However, unlike fentanyl, 
bromazolam overdoses can’t be treated with 
opioid reversal medications like Narcan (nal-
oxone). Bromazolam is not currently scheduled 
under the federal Controlled Substances Act, 
but states are beginning to take action on an 
individual basis and designating the drug as a 
controlled substance due to the growing num-
ber of overdoses and law enforcement seizures 
related to this drug. 

I am also considering legislation at the re-
quest of a constituent which would create a new 
series of alternate license plates: the University 
of Nebraska State Museum plates. This bill 
would require the Nebraska Department of 
Motor Vehicles to work in collaboration with 
the Friends of the University of Nebraska State 
Museum to create license plates that recognize 
the three museums managed by the University 
of Nebraska: Ashfall Fossil Beds in Royal, NE; 
Morrill Hall in Lincoln, NE; and Trailside Mu-
seum in Crawford, NE. Randomized alphanu-
meric museum plates would cost $5 and person-
alized message museum plates would cost $40.

Since this will be my news article of 2025, I 
want to end by expressing my appreciation for 
all the support I have gotten this year. 

I am truly honored to serve as your State 
Senator. In closing, my wife Brenda and I, along 
with our entire family, want to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas, a happy New Year, and a 
safe holiday season.

DeKay considering 
three legislative 

proposals for 2026 

State Senator
Barry DeKay

Jovie
Borer

Jarek
Erickson

Trey
Rittscher

Samantha
Stuhr

Brooke
Kinney

Camry
Kittelson

Students 
from Elgin 
Public and Pope 
John Central 
Catholic high 
schools were 
recognized with 
the announce-
ment of the Fall 
2025 Nebraska 
Chiropractic 
Physicians 
Association 
(NCPA) Aca-
demic All-State 
Awards earlier 
this week.

Six high 

Academic
All-State
honorees

See ALL-STATE, 
Page 6 ▶

A veterinarian who loved to care for animals, Dr. Stacy Charf, 
D.V.M. served Antelope and other surrounding counties for de-
cades.

That service came to an end Friday, December 
19, when he passed away.

He owned and operated Antelope County Vet-
erinary Clinic in Elgin and Clearwater, faithfully 
serving the communities where his services was 
needed. He provided veterinary services to the Ver-
digre Livestock Market for 29 years.

The son of Sid and Sharon Charf, he graduated 
from Neligh-Oakdale in 1987, then pursued a career 
as a veterinarian, graduating from Kansas State 
University in 1995.

He is survived by his wife Danelle, and children 
Hunter, Taylynne, Ashlynne and Kellan.

Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, December 27, at St. Boniface Catholic Church. Burial will be in 
Laurel Hill Cemetery in Neligh.

Visitation will be Friday, December 26, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church with a 7 p.m. wake service.

A complete obituary can be found inside this week’s newspaper.
Snider Memorial Funeral Home is handling the arrangements.

Dr. Stacy
Charf, DVM

Mass of Christian 
Burial set for Charf

Dates announced
for gun show to

be held in Neligh
Set for January 3-4.

The colors of the season could be seen on the girls’ fingernails last week 
as students from Pope John school held their Christmas concert at St. Boni-
face Auditorium. For more than an hour they entertained family and friends, 
singing songs and playing musical instruments. Once they finished, they 
returned to the bleachers for the duration of the concert. Shown here, clap-
ping after one of the numbers was Mylah Schindler. See more photos on 
Page Seven.

Applause, applause!
E-R photo/DMorgan

The defendant in a sexual assault 
case appeared in Antelope County 
District court on Dec. 16.

The attorney for Thomas A. Warnke 
- Dustin Garrison of Beatrice - did not, 
prompting the Honorable Mark John-
son to set a show cause hearing and a 
hearing on motions to sever for Jan. 28 
in Antelope County District Court.

According to court documents, Gar-
rison will need to show “why he should 
not be held in contempt for failing to 
appear at the hearing.”

Warnke faces one count of sexual 
assault-1st degree, a Class II felony, 
and one count of attempt of a Class II 
felony, a Class IIA felony.

Courtesy of SAM

Attorney fails
to appear for
court hearing
Motions to sever on
Warnke case to be

heard on January 28
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Farmers and ranchers in-
terested in signing up for the 
Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) and Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) have until Jan. 15 to 
submit initial paperwork.

Although the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) programs allow for 
continuous sign-up, the agency 
is implementing this national 
batching period to ensure pro-
ducers have access to funding 
and support following the gov-
ernment shutdown.

Administered by NRCS, CSP 
and EQIP provide financial and 
technical assistance for produc-
ers implementing conservation 
practices while maintaining 
agricultural production.

“CSP and EQIP are voluntary 
programs designed to help pro-
ducers meet their conservation 
goals while maintaining their 
bottom lines,” said Andrew 
Tonnies, policy associate with 
the Center for Rural Affairs. 
“The financial support provid-
ed through these programs is 
especially important given the 
tight profit margins producers 
are facing.”

CSP is designed to reward 
producers for new and exist-
ing conservation activities 
across an entire operation. To 
be eligible, applicants must 
demonstrate they are currently 
addressing priority resource 
concerns on their farm or ranch 
and a willingness to implement 
additional practices.

EQIP offers assistance for 
single practices or projects to 
help producers address a partic-
ular resource concern. Several 
structural practices, such as 
terraces, can be funded through 
EQIP as well.

Through both programs, the 
applying producer will develop 
a conservation plan with sup-
port from local NRCS staff to 
ensure the implemented prac-
tices benefit natural resources 
and meet the applicant’s conser-
vation goals.

Clay Govier, a corn and 
soybean producer from Broken 
Bow, Nebraska, has used CSP 

Nationwide CSP, EQIP application 
deadline set for January 15

and EQIP to help implement 
no-till practices, cover crops, 
and nutrient management, and 
install moisture meters.

“CSP and EQIP have been 
great programs to help cover 
some of the cost of adopting 
practices that have an upfront 
expense, but a long-term ben-
efit,” Govier said. “The local 
NRCS office has been helpful 

and easy to work with to de-
velop a conservation plan that 
works for my farm.”

Farmers interested in apply-
ing for either program are en-
couraged to contact their local 
NRCS office. 

Applications for the recently 
launched Regenerative Pilot 
Program will also be accepted 
during this time. 

How many Lil’ Pack dancers 
can one stage hold?

E-R photo/DMorgan

On Saturday, December 13, some of Elgin’s finest young ladies participated in a dance camp at Elgin Public 
School. Leading the camp were members of the Wolfpack dance team. Then, that night, during halftime 
of the Wolfpack-Wausa boys basketball game, they entertained parents and fans with the moves they had 
learned earlier in the day.
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Sixty Years Ago    	     December 30, 1965

Bill Schmitt, industrial arts instructor in the Winside schools, 
lost the ends of three fingers Wednesday of last week in a dado saw 
while working at school. The accident resulted in the loss of one 
finger to the first joint and the tips of two others on his left hand.

Automobiles driven by Glenn Dozler, 32, and Reuben Best, 58, of 
Norfolk were involved in a two car accident around 1:40 p.m. Tues-
day two miles south of here on Highway 14. Best was driving north 
on Highway 14 and Dozler was entering the highway from the west 
and apparently failed to see the approaching vehicle as he came 
onto the highway. There were no personal injuries.

Nebraskan’s were favored with a white Christmas this year but 
the resulting 2-3 inches of snow made travel hazardous, especially 
so in certain parts of the state. Snow fell here Friday which melted 
and as the temperature dropped caused icy highways.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Reuss announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Cecelia of Columbus, to John Skalak of Bellwood. Both 
Miss Reuss and her fiancé are employed by Becton, Dickenson & 
Co. An April 16 wedding is planned.

Gov. Frank Morrison announced this week that the University 
of Nebraska, in conjunction with the State Civil Defense Agency, 
will hold a Civil Defense conference in the courthouse at Neligh 
January 10 from 7 to 10 p.m. This is one of a series of such confer-
ences to be held throughout the state..       

Fifty Years Ago 	   December 25, 1975

The rivalry between Neligh and Pope John ended in a 56-3 victo-
ry for the Crusaders on the home mat December 16. The Crusaders 
now have an undefeated record at 4-0. 

Elgin High School wrestlers waxed Wolbach last Friday, 51-10 to 
run the season dual record to 5-0. Six pins, 2 forfeits and 1 decision 
were the end results of the dual. Elgin high will participate in the 
Newman Grove Invitational Dec. 27.

The sale of 1976 motor vehicle license plates begins Friday, Jan. 
2 at the office of the Antelope County Treasurer in Neligh. Anyone 
desiring to have license plates mailed this year, from the County 
Treasurer’s office, must include 65¢ mailing fee.

Pond owners should be aware that conditions are right for many 
farm ponds in northeast Nebraska to suffer winter fish kills. 
According to Lee Rupp, District Fisheries Manager in northeast 
Nebraska, the recent snows plus the dry weather this fall has been 
the major cause of the problem.

With the coming of the new year, graduation from a Game and 
Parks Commission hunter safety course will be required of young 
hunters in Nebraska before they can legally take the field. The law 
applies to hunters from 12 through 15 years of age.             

Thirty Years Ago 	 December 27, 1995

Influenza complications have resulted in the deaths of two 
Midlands children and an adult this year. Health officials are 
urging family members of sick individuals to watch out for sudden 
confusion and disorientation which may indicate encephalitis, an 
unusual complication of the flu.

Pope John girls basketball team holds a 3-3 season record during 
the Christmas holiday break after defeating Lynch, 45-37, on Tues-
day, Dec. 16, in a home game. 

Verdigre defeated Elgin High School, 53-49, in Niobrara Valley 
Conference girls basketball action at Verdigre last Friday night. 
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

My brain feels like a lost-and-found box
One thing people would say 

about me is that I have a great 
memory. I have memorized 
scripts for plays, piano pieces 
for solos, and countless ridicu-
lous facts that can be used for 
no purpose other than enter-
tainment…or perhaps a modern 
version of Trivial Pursuit. The 
downfall is that I tend to be the 
person that ends up with the 
mental burden of remembering 
everyone’s schedules, appoint-
ments and needs. That burden 
can be incredibly taxing.

The inventory of things 
parents must hold in their brain 
is insane. What day is “wear 
purple day” at school? Did I sign 
the permission slip for the field 
trip? What’s my password for 
the 47 different sites I need for 
each of my kids’ activities? My 
brain is basically a cluttered 

junk drawer.  Or perhaps it’s 
more akin to a web browser 
with 47 open tabs.

It’s honestly exhausting to 
ensure I read all the emails and 
all the notes that come home 
from school. On top of that I’m 
keeping up with the schedule 
for soccer, taekwondo, and 
cello practice. I have my own 
appointments to track, plus, all 
the kids’ doctors and dentist 
appointments. Throw in some 
birthday parties, random field 
trips, and social events and 
there’s chaos in my brain.

Over the years, I’ve had to 
come up with things that work 
for me. These may not work for 
everyone (my husband, ahem). 
First, I keep a lot of lists. Some 
are in the form of spreadsheets, 
and some are just on a sticky 
note. Regardless of the format, 

writing down all my to-dos so I 
can check them off is incredibly 
helpful. 

It helps to get it out of my 
brain. If I don’t write down all 
the things, I tend to have a lot of 
anxiety and lose sleep thinking 
about everything that must get 
done. Getting it on paper allows 
me to offload that burden, so 
I don’t sit up stressing over 
whether I’ll remember things in 
the morning. Plus, I get to share 
the amazing honey-do list with 
my husband. I’ve started teach-
ing my kids to do the same. My 
middle child now has a packing 
list for Scouts after forgetting 
something for the first seven 
campouts. Each time, he adds 
to the list and now it’s in pretty 
good shape.

It’s also ok to ask for help. 
As parents (mostly us moms), 

we don’t usually like asking for 
help. We don’t want to admit to 
ourselves 
that we 
can’t do it 
all. And, 
if you’re 
like me, 
you end 
up resent-
ing other 
people in 
the house 
if they’re 
not helping 
with the 
burden, all 
the while 
they are 
oblivious 
to the fact 
that there 
are things to get done. I tell my 
kids I can’t read their mind, but 
I must remind myself they can’t 
read mine.

I’ve had to put the onus back 
on the kids when they need to 
remember something.  It’s their 
responsibility to give me forms 
for school or remember their 
library book. If it’s something 
important that may impact a 
grade, I’ll try and step in. But if 
I always bail them out then they 
will never learn this responsi-
bility. Once they’re off at college 
or in the workforce, I’m not 
going to be reminding them of 
every little thing.

Will I ever be completely 
absolved of this burden? Doubt-
ful. However, I can take steps 
to teach the kids responsibility 
and take steps to reduce my 
own anxiety. For the time being, 
my brain will likely still be a 
clutter box and I look forward to 
when I have an emptier calen-
dar.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com.

Monday, December 29: 
Chicken & stuffing casserole, 
sweet potatoes, cheesy brocco-
li & cauliflower, pears, bread/
butter, milk.

Tuesday, December 30: 
Tomato soup, grilled ham & 
cheese sandwich, carrots/cel-
ery, peaches/strawberry mix, 
milk.

Wednesday, December 31: 

Pork roast, garlic mashed po-
tatoes, creamed peas, plums, 
bread/butter.

Thursday, January 1: 
Closed.

Friday, January 2: Closed.
Menus are provided by the 

Community Center and are 
subject to change. Suggested 
price is $7 per meal for per-
sons 60 years of age and older. 

Elgin Community Center menus
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; to be credible, 
we must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.
ne.gov.
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‘Cornhusker Clink’ doesn’t help state’s image

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed here  
are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect those of The Elgin Review. 

No matter your opinion of immi-
grants, I think we can agree on one 
thing – having a federal detention 
center in Nebraska is not a good look 
for our state.

The opening of the “Cornhusker 
Clink” illustrates that Nebraska is 
in full-throated agreement with the 
roundup and de-
portation of those 
who came to our 
country in search 
of a better life but 
in violation of im-
migration rules.

There’s grow-
ing opposition to 
the sometimes 
brutal roundups 
organized by 
mask-wearing 
agents of the 
Trump Adminis-
tration. 

According to 
the latest Pew 
Research Center polling, 53% of those 
polled believe Trump is “doing too 
much” to enforce immigration rules. 
That’s quite an increase from March 
when polling showed only 44% felt the 
raids were excessive.

Immigrants play an important role 
in our state and in our communities. 
They fill tough jobs that not every-
one wants to fill in a state that has 
struggled with labor shortages. We’re 
talking jobs like roofer, road construc-
tion and concrete worker, housekeeper, 
cook and (maybe most important) meat 
packer.Overall, about 7.7% of Nebraska 
residents are foreign born (about four 
times the number in 1990), with immi-
grants making up 9.4% of the state’s 
workforce, according to the American 
Immigrant Council. 

That 9.4% figure is about double the 
national figure. But I doubt it’s that 
high now. 

I know buddies who’ve had co-work-
ers suddenly “self-deport” and have 
watched as their roofing crew stopped 
coming to work out of fear of being 
detained. Like I’ve said before, the 
vast, vast majority of immigrants are 
law-abiding and just want what our 
ancestors wanted – a safe place to raise 
a family and the opportunity to work 
and get ahead.

Right now, there isn’t an easy path-
way to citizenship for such people, and 
there’s questions about whether we’re 
screening out criminals. 

The Republicans, who now control 
the government, have a chance to fix 
that, and provide a process that allows 
those who want to work and play by 
the rules to become citizens. Ronald 
Reagan did that when he was presi-
dent, why can’t that happen now, thus 
keeping people in jobs and in commu-
nities in our state? 

But our national policy appears to 
be “round ‘em up and deport.” 

We have also eliminated some for-
merly legal pathways for immigration, 
such as those that welcomed Afghans 
– including many who helped the U.S. 
soldiers during the war there – and 
granted them temporary asylum.

We were told that this roundup of 
immigrants was to go after the “worst 
of the worst,” like rapists and murder-
ers. 

But a recent look by the libertar-
ian Cato Institute found that 73% of 

those booked into ICE custody had no 
criminal convictions, and only 8% had 
violent criminal records.

It’s estimated that undocumented 
immigrants paid an estimated $96.7 
billion in taxes during 2022, including 
more than $32 billion in federal taxes 
for Social Security and Medicare – 
programs for which they are ineligible. 
That’s according to the left-leaning 
Institute on Taxation and Economic 
Policy. So immigrants are a key cog in 
Nebraska’s economy. 

They’ve also been a major driver in 
population growth in our state, where 
the population passed the 2 million 
mark last year. But instead of wel-
coming and encouraging such immi-
grantion, our state has joined an un-
popular national effort to deport them 
by converting a prison work camp near 
McCook into a federal detention facil-
ity that now holds 100-150 immigrants 

awaiting deportation hearings.
A handful of state senators got a 

look at the Cornhusker Clink recent-
ly, and came away saying it appeared 
clean and orderly. But now Nebraska 
has the notoriety of being the home of 
such a facility.

You gotta think there are smarter 
– and less expensive – solutions than 
spending billions to hire squads of new 
ICE agents, establish more detention 
camps and deport migrants.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. Prior to his retirement, he 
was senior contributor with the Nebras-
ka Examiner. 

He was previously with the Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

Editor’s note: This week marks the second installment of a new series tied to 
our nation’s 250th birthday in July 2026. 

As time draws near to Celebrate 250 years of Independence, it seems appro-
priate to review the Declaration of Independence and to explore the background 
of those who created and signed the most important document in our country’s 
history.

It is written by Caroline Epp of Giltner, Nebraska.
*****

Josiah Bartlett  
(1729-1795)
Josiah Bartlett’s ancestors were from Normandy who emigrated to En-

gland and from there at the close of the 17th century, a branch of Bartletts 
emigrated to America. Josiah was born in 1729 in Amesbury, Massachusetts. 
His mother was a Webster.

Mr. Bartlett did not have a formal college degree.  He was self-taught in 
medicine beginning at age 16 and passed the medical exam with honor at age 
21, allowing practice as a medical doctor. His practice began at Kingston, 
New Hampshire, and becoming well known in his community, he was called 
upon to lead in many areas such as colonel in the county militia and a justice 
of peace. He started the New Hampshire Medical Society of which he was 
president. Josiah and wife, Mary, had 8 living children and a farm.

Even though Bartlett held to strict republican views, the royal governor, 
Wentworth, thought highly of him.  In 1765 he was elected to the provincial 
legislature of New Hampshire. About this time, the Stamp Act occurred to 
which Bartlett greatly disagreed. He became a leader of a party opposing the 
oppressive measures dictated by the British. Governor Wentworth tried us-
ing bribes to dissuade Dr. Bartlett from his patriotic stand. Further alarm-
ing to Wentworth was a Committee of Communication formed in several 

The men who signed the
Declaration of  Independence

See INDEPENDENCE, Page 5 ▶

Helping
Nebraskans deal
with loneliness

The holidays are a special time in 
Nebraska.  We volunteer to serve our 
communities.  

Families and friends spend more 
time together.  But for too many Ne-
braskans, the holidays can be lonely.  
Families are increasingly spread 
apart.  Digital connections are good, 
but it’s not the same thing as being 
there in person.  Nebraskans of all 
ages are becoming more isolated as a 
result. 

No Nebraskan should feel alone 
this holiday season.  Yet, about a third 
of Nebraskans report feeling lonely 
some of the time.  As I travel the state, 
I hear stories of Nebraskans who feel 
like they’re losing connections to their 
communities.  
That’s why I re-
cently introduced 
the Improving 
Measurements for 
Loneliness and 
Isolation Act.  

We must recog-
nize and address 
loneliness in 
America. 

Across Nebras-
ka, mental health 
care providers are 
hard at work to ad-
dress the growing 
loneliness problem.  
Loneliness occurs in both our urban 
and rural communities.  

Seniors are more vulnerable.  
The National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine reports 
loneliness and isolation in older adults 
are strongly associated with poor-
er health outcomes.  That includes 
cognitive decline, depression, anxiety, 
a decreased quality of life, and early 
death.  

A report from February 2020 found 
that about a quarter of seniors were 
socially isolated.  More than 40% of 
people over age 60 said they felt lonely.  

The COVID pandemic exacerbated 
many of these problems.  One-size-fits-
all policies from the federal govern-
ment didn’t help. 

Loneliness doesn’t just affect Ne-
braska Seniors.  

A study conducted by the University 
of Nebraska Lincoln found that 21% of 
Nebraskans feel lonely some or all of 
the time.  

These numbers are too high.
It’s time to address loneliness.  Like 

any other policy issue, we need to 
know what to measure in order to tack-
le the problem and improve lives.  We 
must invest resources to improve mea-
surements that target social isolation.  

Only then can we implement com-
mon-sense policy to stop the loneliness 
crisis.  

That’s why I introduced the Improv-
ing Measurements for Loneliness and 
Isolation Act.  It’s a bipartisan bill I am 
leading with Democrat Senator Maggie 
Hassan of New Hampshire.  Represen-
tative Mike Flood introduced this bill 
in the House. 

 This bill would establish a working 
group that standardizes the measure-
ments of loneliness and isolation.  This 
will allow experts to target the root 
causes of this epidemic.  

Addressing these factors is essential 
for the well-being of Nebraska commu-
nities. 

This holiday season, remember 
to reach out to those who might feel 
isolated.  Encourage them to join in 
your holiday festivities.  Bring them 
with you as you volunteer with char-
ities, churches, or schools.  Nebraska 
Nice is not just a phrase.  It’s defined 
by how Nebraskans lift up one another.  
Federal mandates alone will not solve 
this crisis.  

In fact, it’s just the opposite.  We can 
do a lot at the federal level.  But at the 
end of the day, strong communities 
will help lift people out of loneliness 
and isolation.  

Nebraska is what America is sup-
posed to be.  

Let’s lead by example and support 
every Nebraskan this season.

Christmas is nearly upon us, but in The Good Life, the spirit of the season 
lasts all month long. You may recall that last year I featured our state’s Christ-
mas City of Minden in my Christmas column. 

Even with more than 12,000 lights illuminating the courthouse dome and town 
square, Minden’s magic extends far beyond its dazzling display. 

Each year, the community comes together to present The Light of the World 
Christmas pageant — an impressive culmination of months of preparation and 
local pride.

The village of Comstock is another beloved holiday destination. With 20 blocks 
of festive displays and hundreds of inflatables, neighborhoods like Grinchville 
and Snowman’s Land make Comstock well worth the visit.

My staff and I also cherish holiday traditions across the 
state, from the twinkling Zoo Lights in Lincoln and Omaha, 
to the living nativity scene in Murdock, to Creighton’s Santa-
land in Bruce Park. 

From Omaha to Panhandle – whether you’re looking to en-
joy outdoor art, live music, or hot cocoa – there are countless 
way to celebrate the holidays in Nebraskan style.

Over the past year, I’ve reflected often on how our state’s 
values of hard work, service, and family have shaped who 
I am. Leading up to this holiday season, Nebraskans have 
worked tirelessly to provide for their families and loved 
ones — putting food on the table and gifts under the tree. 
Many Nebraskans have stepped up to serve their communi-
ties through food drives, neighborhood carpools, and school 
fundraisers. 

And as families gather across generations to celebrate to-
gether, we are reminded of the values that bind us together.

Whether you celebrate this season at one of Nebraska’s 
many special events or at home with loved ones, please know that I am wishing 
you a joyful holiday. 

During this season of reflection, I am especially grateful for the opportunity 
to serve each of you in the U.S. Senate. I wish you a very Merry Christmas and 
many blessings in the new year!

Christmas in ‘The Good Life’
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Independence
 ◀ FROM Page 4

Colonies bringing independent thinkers together. He decided 
to dissolve the Assembly. Governor Wentworth fled New 
Hampshire after hostilities broke out in Concord and Lexing-
ton but before leaving, he took Bartlett off the New Hampshire 
magistracy list and deprived him of his militia position. The 
Assembly, ignoring the Governor’s orders, continued to meet, 
placing Dr. Bartlett back into his positions of leadership. As a 
price for Bartlett’s patriotism, it appears the 
‘loyalists’ burned his house to the ground in 
1775 after being warned to stop his ‘pernicious 
activity.’

Dr. Bartlett was elected to the Continental 
Congress, proudly signing his name on the 
Declaration of Independence. He wrote to his 
wife, Mary, “I have been for about a week on 
a committee of one member from each colony 
to form a Confederation or Charter of firm & 
Everlasting Union of all the United Colonies.  It 
is a matter of the greatest Consequence & 
requires the greatest Care in forming it.  May 
God grant us wisdom… as the happiness of 
America to all future Generations Depend on it.” (Descendants 
of the Signers, Thornton Calef Lockwood, descendant, 2008)

 Through his hardships, he was determined more than ever 
to stand for freedom. During the Battle of Bennington, he was 
a field surgeon. He was fortunate, unlike many Signers, to 
serve his state after the Revolution, being Chief Justice and 
then Governor of New Hampshire. He had an active role in the 
Convention for his state to adopt the Constitution occurring in 
1788. He was elected to the first Senate but already being the 
Governor of New Hampshire, he declined. Bartlett held gover-
norship till 1794, returning to private life but for a short time 
when in 1795 at age 66 he passed away. 

Three sons and five grandsons followed his footsteps, be-
coming physicians.

Boone County Health Center (BCHC) has launched a new ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) tool to support providers during patient 
visits. The tool is designed to streamline documentation, improve 
accuracy, and give providers more uninterrupted time with their 
patients.

The AI captures only the pertinent medical information need-
ed for the patient’s chart—not the entire conversation. Providers 
remain fully in control and review, edit, and approve every note 
before it is signed. The tool meets all BCHC privacy, security, and 
confidentiality requirements and operates fully within HIPAA 
guidelines.

“This technology helps reduce the amount of time we spend 

BCHC enhances patient visits with new AI documentation tool
charting and allows us to look up from the computer and connect 
more with our patients,” said Bryant Carlson, MD. “Anything that 
gives us more face-to-face time ultimately improves the patient 
experience.”

The tool was implemented after extensive research and eval-
uation by BCHC’s internal AI committee. Committee member 
Courtney Ruzek, PA-C, said the tool brings valuable benefits to the 
clinical workflow. “It helps capture important details more accu-
rately and efficiently,” Ruzek said. “Most patients won’t notice a 
change in how their visit feels, but the quality and clarity it brings 
to the documentation behind the scenes is significant.”

The AI serves strictly as an assistive tool—it does not replace 
staff, make medical decisions, or interact directly with patients. 
BCHC emphasizes that all care, judgment, and decision-making re-
main in human hands. Providers and staff continue to be the ones 
delivering and documenting care.

BCHC understands that new technology can raise questions, and 
the Health Center is committed to transparency. The community 
can be assured that:

• Every note is reviewed and finalized by the provider.
• The system follows all HIPAA and BCHC security standards.
• Only relevant clinical information is captured, not entire con-

versations.
• The technology supports staff—it does not replace them.
“Patients will continue to receive the same compassionate, per-

sonal care they’ve always known here,” Ruzek said. “This simply 
gives us more tools to deliver that care effectively.”
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OBITUARIES
Dr. Stacy E. Charf, 56
March 3, 1969 - December 19, 2025

He dedicated his life to the care and well-being of 
animals and the people who loved them.

Funeral 
service for Dr. 
Stacy E. Charf 
age 56 of Nel-
igh, Nebraska 
will be 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, 
December 
27, 2025 at St. 
Boniface Cath-
olic Church 
in Elgin with 
Father Mark 
McKercher 
officiating. 
Burial will be 
in Laurel Hill 
Cemetery in 
Neligh, Ne-
braska. 

Visitation 
will be held 
Friday, Decem-
ber 26, 2025 
from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at St. 
Boniface Cath-
olic Church in 
Elgin with a 
wake service 
at 7:00 p.m. 
Snider Memorial Funeral Home 
is handling the arrangements.

Stacy passed away on Decem-
ber 19, 2025. 

Condolences may be directed 
to the family www.sniderme-
morial.com. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials are suggested to the 
family for later designation.

*****
Stacy Eugene Charf was born 

on March 3, 1969 in Neligh, 
Nebraska to Sid and Sharon 
(Michael) Charf. He attended 
school in Wymore, Nebraska 
before moving to Neligh Nebras-
ka in 1983 his freshman year of 
High School. 

Stacy played football and 
basketball and was named all 
state football player. He gradu-
ated from Neligh Oakdale High 
School in 1987. 

He attended the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln for Veter-
inarian School where he was 
part of the UNL Rodeo Team. 
Stacy graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln in 
1991 and from the Veterinary 
College at Kansas State Univer-
sity in 1995.

Stacy was married to Danelle 
Hellbusch on May 20, 2000 at 
St. Boniface Catholic Church in 
Elgin. 

Together they had four chil-
dren, who were the pride of his 
life. Hunter(24), Taylynne (21), 
Ashlynne (20) and Kellan (14). 

Stacy was a member of the 
Nebraska Veterinary Medical 
Association and dedicated his 
life to the care and well-being 
of animals and the people who 
loved them. 

He owned and operated Ante-
lope County Veterinary Clinic, 
with locations in Elgin, Nebras-
ka, and Clearwater, Nebraska, 
where he faithfully served the 
community and surrounding 
areas for many years and pro-
vided veterinary services to the 
Verdigre Livestock Market for 
29 years.

Outside of his work, Stacy 
loved all things outdoors. He 
found his greatest joy in life’s 
simple pleasures, especially 
time spent with family and 
friends. 

Whether enjoying the out-
doors by hunting, fishing, or 
sharing a vibrant campfire with 
loved ones, he cherished the re-
lationships and memories that 
mattered most.

In addition to his wife and 
children, survivors include; 
his parents, Sid and Sharon 
Charf; his sisters, Sheleene 
Charf-Kamphaus (Terry) and 
Salissa Mlnarik (Dan); sister-in-
law, Danene Miller (Troy) and 
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Opal and 
Clarence Michael and Swede 
and Adeline Charf and father-
in-law, Dan Hellbusch.

Joseph “Joe” V. Knust, 83
November 29, 1942 - December 19, 2025
A U.S. Army veteran, he did carpentry, 

farmed and was a seed salesman. He was 
known as a quiet man with a large heart.
Joseph 

“Joe” V. 
Knust, 83, of 
Petersburg, 
NE, passed 
away on Fri-

day, December 19, 2025, at the 
Mid-Nebraska Lutheran Home 
in Newman Grove, NE.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
December 27, 2025, at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Petersburg, NE with Rev. Frank 
Baumert and Deacon John Star-
man officiating. 

Interment will be at St. 
Bonaventure Cemetery, Rae-
ville, NE with military rites 
conducted by American Legion 
Post #334 of Petersburg, NE 
and the Army Funeral Honor 
Guard. 

Visitation will be 5:00-7:00 
p.m. Friday at the church with a 
7:00 p.m. wake service. 

Levander Funeral Home of 
Albion, NE is in charge of ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at: www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****
Joseph “Joe” Victor Knust, 

son of Michael Edward and 
Josephine Elizabeth (Rollman) 
Knust was born November 29, 
1942 at Humphrey, NE. He was 
baptized at home by his uncle 
Fr. Pascal Rollman. Joe attend-
ed school at St. John the Baptist 
in Petersburg, NE and graduat-
ed from there in 1960. Following 
his high school education, Joe 
was inducted in the U.S. Army 
where he served honorably. 

On November 16, 1964, Joseph 
was united in marriage to 
Catherine “Kate” Mary Stuhr 

at St. Bonaventure Catholic 
Church in Raeville, NE. The 
couple lived in Petersburg for a 
few years and then moved to the 
farm in 1967. During his life Joe 
did carpentry, farmed, and was 
a seed salesman for Northrup 
King. He served on the Elgin 
Pope John School Board, St. 
John’s Development Commit-
tee, was a 3rd Degree Knight of 
Columbus, and was a member 
of St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Petersburg. 

Joe enjoyed fishing, following 
Husker volleyball and football, 
and playing softball with the 
“Over the Hill Gang”. He trea-
sured time with his family and 
loved going to his grandchil-
dren’s events. Overall, Joe was 
a quiet man with a large heart.

Joseph is survived by his 
loving wife: Kate Knust of 
Petersburg, NE; four children: 
Michelle (Rich) Raclawski of 
Oak Creek, WI; Melissa “Mis-
sy” (Steve) Wiese of Lindsay, 
NE; Michael “Mike” (Christine) 
Knust of Plattsmouth, NE; 
Martin “Marty” (Missy) Knust 
of Wahoo, NE; nine grandchil-
dren: Tim Wiese; Olivia (Reggie) 
McRae; Alex (Bridget) Wiese; 
Bonnie (Wyatt) Riddle; Charlie 
(Danae) Knust; Josephine (fian-
cée Seth Moerer) Knust; Maris-
sa, Macey, and Masen Knust; 
five great-grandchildren: Gabri-
el and Eden Wiese; Everhett and 
Sterling Riddle; Cash Knust; 
two sisters: Lorraine Seier; Do-
ris (Ken) Schrad; brother: John 
(Donna) Knust; three sisters-
in-law: Pat Grosserode; Marlyss 
Knust; Diana Knust; brother-in-
law: Bob Klein; as well as other 
relatives and friends.

‘Senior Day’ held Satuday for EPPJ wrestlers

Wolfpack wrestler Grady Drueke with parents Andy and Kerri Drueke.

Wolfpack wrestler Landyn Veik with parents Heather and Adam Veik.

Wolfpack wrestler Jaydalynn Chessmore with parents Cassandra Chess-
more and Thomas Morrison.

E-R photos/DMorgan
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Bartlett Bits

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
WELDING TRANSPORT, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabil-

ity company: Welding Transport, 
L.L.C. The address of the desig-
nated office is: 504 Wirges Street, 
Elgin, Nebraska 68636. The name 
and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 
company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 

and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on December 9, 2025, and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 

the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

Welding Transport, L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: December 17, 24 & 31, 
2025
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETING COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AS A COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Under section 77-202.02 to 

77-202.03, the Antelope County 
Board of Equalization will meet on 
January 13th, 2026, at 9:30 AM in 
the County Commissioners Meet-
ing Room, Antelope County Court-
house Annex, 501 M Street, Neligh, 
Nebraska, for the purpose of hold-
ing a hearing to determine the ap-
proval or disapproval of two (2) Tax 
Exemption Application for:

• Community Church of the Alli-
ance of the Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance of Brunswick: Lots 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, in Block 8, Village 
of Brunswick, Antelope County, 
Nebraska; religious organization 

NOTICE OF MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

and purposes
• Antelope Memorial Hospital: N 

12’ Lot 9, all Lot 10, Block 12, City of 
Neligh, Nebraska

The applications, descriptions 
of property, and recommendations 
of the Assessor are available in the 
Assessor’s Office. All comments 
will be made to the County Board 
of Equalization.

Also, as the Board of Equaliza-
tion, actions such as approving tax 
roll corrections, motor vehicle ex-
emptions and various other items 

which may become necessary to 
act upon will be heard.  The meet-
ing will be open to the public.  An 
agenda is on file in the County 
Clerk’s Office.

/s/ CHARLIE HENERY
Chairman, Board of Commis-

sioners
/s/ LISA PAYNE

Antelope County Clerk
/s/ KELLY OLTJENBRUNS
Antelope County Assessor
PUBLISH: December 24, 2025
ZNEZ

All fines in addition to $49 
court costs. *Denotes an amend-
ment of original charge(s).

Bradley A Tackett, Long 
Pine, NE 07/20/2025 Speeding 
65/50 MPH, Fined $75.00 - Bark-
er 

Tyler A Bailey, Omaha, NE 
11/15/2025 Violate hunting/fish-
ing, Fined $100.00 - Barker  

Duane J Hart, Polk, NE 
11/27/2025 No valid registra-
tion-car/pickup/stepvan, Fined 
$25.00 - Mohr           

Tucker Dougherty, Ewing, 
NE 11/20/2025 Violate stop or 
yield sign, Fined$75.00 - John-
son                                 

Javiel Molina Arocha, Nor-
folk, NE 11/15/2025 Fail to show 

sm gm/fur/pdlfish/deer prmt, 
Fined $150.00 + Liquidated 
Damages of $500.00 - Stahlecker

Kade R Larson, Battle Creek, 
NE 11/20/2025 Violate deer 
regulations, Fined $100.00 & 
Liquidated Damages of $500.00 - 
Andreasen

Anthony D Feliciano, Phila-
delphia, PA 11/27/2020 Speeding 
76/65 & No proof of ownership, 
Fined $125.00 + Reimburse 
County $17.00 

Courthouse News

Kolt  Nelson visiting with Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Ericson Volunteer 
Fire Department community soup supper held Friday, December 19.

Wheeler Central students 
were dismissed for a holiday 
break on Wednesday, December 
17.   

That day the elementary 
students watched a movie in the 
old gym in the morning and had 
party activities in the after-
noon.  7th -12th graders partici-
pated in an afternoon  kick ball 
tournament.   

Wheeler Central staff were  
treated to a Christmas lunch 
which  consisted of broccoli and 
chicken noodle soup, meatballs, 
potato salad,  ham and cheese 
sandwiches and mini cheese-
cakes prepared by Jeremy 
Klein. Kendra Croxen prepared 
Christmas Punch, Red Velvet 
Cheesecake, Christmas Black 
Forest Trifle and Pumpkin 
Gingerbread cake with caramel 
sauce and ice cream. The meal 
was totally delicious and much 
appreciated. 

School will resume with 
students on January 6. January 
5 is teacher’s workday.   

Ben and I attended  Ericson’s 
Fire Department ‘Santa Claus 
Day,’ also called the ‘Annual 
Community Soup Supper.’ 

This free event for the com-
munity was held Friday, De-
cember 20. Chicken noodle and 
broccoli soup, chili, macaroni 
and cheese  and grilled cheese 
sandwiches were served by fire 
department members. I chose 
chili soup which was delicious.  
Then came the task of making 
choices at the long dessert table 
which was packed with Christ-
mas candies, cookies and bars 
and salami.  

My first choice was scotcha-

Photo submitted

roos and home made toffee.  
The desserts were provided by 
community members.  

Beverages were provided by 
the fire department.   

Around 6 p.m. Santa arrived 
with Mrs. Claus and two of 

their elves. The children had 
been anxiously waiting for their 
arrival.      

The evening was thoroughly 
enjoyed with good food, good 
fellowship and Santa.

By Sherry Tetschner 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
ANTELOPE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
CASE NO. CI25-35 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS
MANUEL PARRA,

Plaintiff,
v.

KATHY PARKER, KAYLAN SHAY 
PARKER, RAYMOND JUSTIN 

WEAR, JOHN DOE, JANE DOE, 
and ALL OTHER PERSONS HAV-
ING OR CLAIMING ANY INTER-
EST IN LOTS 11 & 12, BLOCK 53, 
CITY OF NELIGH, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA,
Defendants.

TO: Kathy Parker, Kaylan Shay 
Parker, Raymond Justin Wear, 
John Doe, Jane Doe, real names 
and marital status unknown, and 
all other persons or entities, real 
names unknown, having any right, 
title or interest in Lots 11 & 12, 
Block 53, City Of Neligh, Antelope 
County, Nebraska, (“the Property”) 
whose whereabouts are unknown, 
and upon whom personal service 
of Summons cannot be had.

Notice is hereby given that on 
the 5th day of September, 2025, 
Manuel Parra, as Plaintiff, filed a 
Complaint and commenced an ac-
tion in the District Court of Ante-
lope County, Nebraska at CI25-35, 
against Kathy Parker, Kaylan Shay 
Parker, Raymond Justin Wear, 
John Doe, Jane Doe, real names 
and marital status unknown, and 
all other persons or entities, real 
names unknown, having any right, 
title or interest in Lots 11 & 12, 
Block 53, City of Neligh, Antelope 
County, Nebraska, as Defendants, 
the object and prayer of which is 
to foreclose a certain Certificate of 
Tax Sale issued by the Treasurer of 
Antelope County, Nebraska on the 

Property which was sold at public 
sale on March 8, 2022, and identi-
fied as County Treasurer’s Certifi-
cate of Tax Sale No. TS001270. The 
Plaintiff is the current owner and 
holder of said Certificate of Tax 
Sale.

The Plaintiff alleges in the 
Complaint that there is now due 
the Plaintiff on said Certificate of 
Tax Sale the original amount of 
said Certificate of Tax in the sum 
of $1,003.27, plus all subsequent 
taxes that the Plaintiff has paid 
together with interest upon such 
original sum and additional sums 
as may be paid by the Plaintiff at 
the rate of 14.00% per annum from 
and after the date(s) of delinquen-
cy thereof, costs and attorney fees.

The Plaintiff prays that in de-
fault of payment by the Defendants 
of the amount due the Plaintiff as 
aforesaid, the Property be decreed 
to be sold according to law to sat-
isfy the sums found due to the 
Plaintiff, with interest, costs of suit, 
and attorney fees, and that such 
Defendants be forever barred and 
foreclosed of all right, title, lien, eq-
uity of redemption or other interest 
in, to and upon the Property.

You are required to answer such 
Complaint on or before the 6th day 
of February, 2026.

MANUEL PARRA, Plaintiff
By: /s/ Martin V. Klein

Martin V. Klein, #22220
KLEIN LAW OFFICE, P.C.
101 West 4th Street
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756
402-887-4190/Fax 402-887-5189
marty@kleinlawpc.com
His Counsel
PUBLISH: December 24 & 31, 2025 
& January 7, 2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS
ANTELOPE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT
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TILDEN — The season may 
still be young, but the EPPJ 
boys last won a big game, a real-
ly big game.

Playing on the road, the Wolf-
pack bested undefeated Elkhorn 
Valley 49 to 41.

Two teams trying to measure 
how good they are at this junc-
ture of the season gave it all 
they had for four quarters and 
the outcome of the game wasn’t 
known til the waning minutes.

How can you tell it was a big 
game? Intensity.

Each team took the other’s 
best shot and, at the start of the 
fourth quarter, it looked like 
the Falcons were in the driver’s 
seat. Little did they know that, 
moments later, they would be 
eating dust as the Wolfpack 
pulled away for the victory and 
improve to 6-0.

Those of you seated or stand-
ing in the Falcons’ gymnasium, 
you saw it with your own eyes. 
Those of you who went home 
early, missed the Wolfpack’s 
best quarter of the season so 
far.

It was as if senior standout 
Jarek Erickson told the team 
“give me the ball.” Any good 
team knows, when it comes 
down to crunch time, you want 
the ball in your best player’s 
hands. Coach Matt Euse, in be-
tween quarters, got the team to 
re-focus on doing what they do 
best and eliminate foolish mis-
takes. It showed on the court.

The all-stater from one 
year ago did just that. After a 
two-pointer cut the lead to 33 to 

31, Erickson lined up and sank 
a trey to regain the lead on their 
next possession.

Then, after Michael Selting 
got free for two points, Erickson 
lined up and drained another 
trey for a 39 to 33 lead with 
three minutes left.

From there, the Falcons 
answered with a pair of treys 
wrapped around a free throw 
and putback by Max Henn.

It was a great game at this 
point because the Wolfpack 
didn’t back down. They an-
swered the challenge by tak-
ing the lead then holding off 
Elkhorn Valley’s attempt at a 
comeback.

Don’t stop reading now, it 
gets better.

Over the final minute of play, 
Erickson made five of six free 
throws and teammate Karson 
Kallhoff added two more as part 
of an eight-to-two run to close 
out the game.

EPPJ ‘won’ this game more 
than the Falcons ‘lost’ it. Wolf-
pack fans in the stands knew 
they were seeing a defining mo-
ment in the team’s maturation.

That’s what happens when 
two good teams collide. Momen-
tum and the lead switches back 
and forth. 

Then, and this always hap-
pens, there comes a time when 
the winning team starts mak-
ing plays with the game on the 
line. The Wolfpack answered 
the challenge and won the 
game. 

There was no shame in losing 
this game. We won’t see the 

Falcons again this season. They 
will learn from this loss and be 
a better team going forward. 
They, too, I believe have the 
kind of team easily capable of 
enjoying some March Madness 
this season.

As of this writing, the Wolf-
pack are ranked third in Class 
D2 with a 
bullet (on 
the rise). 

Await-
ing them 
later in 
the season 
are likely 
two pivot-
al games 
against 
O’Neill St. 
Mary’s (one 
regular 
season, one 
conference 
tournament 
matchup). 
Those battles will be epic, bar-
ring any unforeseen injuries.

This game may mean little 
come February and hopefully 
March. But, for right now, it 
was a big victory. 

A victory to build on.

Spinning Tales
Wolfpack boys’ win over

Elkhorn Valley was a ‘great’ win 

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

New Arrivals
Brady and Brandi (Havel) 

Dexter, Chambers, are parents 
of a daughter, Briella Rose, 

born December 
15, 2025, at 2:32 
a.m. at Avera St. 
Anthony’s Hos-
pital in O’Neill. 
She weighed 
seven  pounds, 
four ounces and 
was 19.5 inches 
long.  

Siblings 
are Bentley, 

Braxton, Barrett, and Brinley.
Grandparents are Ron and 

Darla Dexter of Amelia and 
Jim and Judy Havel of Bartlett. 
Great-Grandma is Marlene 
Dexter of Amelia.

The Honorable Mark John-
son presided over four show 
cause hearings, involving three 
defendants, Dec. 16, in Antelope 
County District Court.

Jessica T. Mace, 44, of Sioux 
City, Iowa, did not appear for in 
the Neligh courtroom. 

The hearing stems from a 
2018 case.

Johnson continued the hear-
ing to Jan. 28.

*****
Christopher W. Robinett, 21, 

appeared for hearings in two 
cases. The defendant informed 
Johnson that he has been mak-
ing payments and requested 
additional time to pay in full.

Johnson continued both cases 
to Sept. 30.

*****
Brian G. Tibbens, 55, of Supe-

rior, requested additional time 
to pay in full. He told the judge 
he had been making payments.

Johnson continued the case 
to Sept. 30.

Four show cause 
hearings held 

in district court
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TILDEN — Games between 
good teams are usually won in 
the fourth quarter. On Tuesday 
night the Wolfpack trailed by 
three points heading into the 
fourth quarter. Coach Matt 
Euse told the team it was time 
to take control. The result? 
EPPJ pulled away to defeat EV 
49 to 41. 

Jarek Erickson scored eight 
of the team’s first 10 points in 
the fourth quarter (Michael 
Selting had the other two) as the 
Wolfpack build a six-point lead.

Twice the Falcons would cut 
the lead to three points and 
twice the Wolfpack answered 
with Max Henn’s putback and 
free throw. Then, Erickson and 
Karson Kallhoff closed out the 
game making seven of eight free 
throws.

Erickson finished with a 
game-high 19 points, going five 
of 10 from the field and making 
seven of eight free throws. He 
grabbed nine rebounds and 
dished out a team-high three 
assists. Selting finished with 11 
points, Henn had 10 and Kall-
hoff added nine.
Thursday action

Single digits in December are 
usually associated with wind 
chills and low temperatures.

On Thursday night, the 
Wolfpack (7-0) defeated Boyd 
County 53 to 30. EPPJ allowed 
just five points in the first half 
as they built a 26 to five lead. 
Boyd County finally broke into 
double-digit scoring midway 
through the third quarter as 
the Wolfpack took a command-
ing 45 to 11 lead.

Freshman Jayvin Erickson 
led a balanced Wolfpack attack 
with 14 points, Max Henn had 13 
and teammate Karson Kallhoff 
added 10.

EPPJ 49, Elkhorn Valley 41
Wolfpack…………7  14  8  20 — 49
Falcons…………..11  8  14   8 — 41

ELGIN — Twenty-three girls wrestling teams took part in the 
EPPJ Girls Wrestling Invite held Friday.

Competition was fierce in all weight classes.
Three Wolfpack wrestlers competed in the invite, two receiving 

medals for their efforts.
The Wolfpack was led by junior Libby Evans. Competing at 

170 pounds, she pinned her way to the finals where she lost to R. 
Kursave of Arcadia/Loup County. She placed second in the weight 
class.

Bringing home the fourth place medal in the 105-pound division 
was Wolfpack freshman Anna Dwork. She had one of the fastest 
pins in the tournament, 14 seconds over Jalee Haggerty of St. Paul.

Senior Jaydalynn Chessmore wrestled in the 130-pound division. 
She had one pin in the tournament, beating Justice Olson (LCC) in 
45 seconds.

Wayne won the team title with 191 points followed by Sum-
merland 133, Plainview/Osmond 91, St. Paul 87, Neligh-Oakdale 
84, Crofton/Bloomfield 77, Norfolk Catholic 70.5, Schuyler 65, 
Sandhills/Thedford 46, Elkhorn Valley 41, Arcadia/Loup City 35, 
Burwell 27, EPPJ 27, St. Mary’s 26, TCNE 20.5, Fullerton 20, Lau-
rel-Concord-Coleridge 16, Central Valley 11, Homer 7, Riverside 7, 
Creighton 6, Niobrara/Verdigre 4 and Twin River 0.

Individual results were:
105 pounds — Anna Dworak pinned J. Haggerty (STPA) in 14 sec-

onds; Dworak was pinned by Y. Mejia (SCYL) in 1:51; Dworak was 
pinned by E. Balux (Wayne) in 2:45 

130 — Jaydalynn Chessmore (EPPJ) was pinned by Makenzie 
Mosel (Plnv) in 1:32; Chessmore pinned Justice Olson (LCC) in 45 
seconds; Lilly Kester pinned Chessmore in 4:33 

170 — Libby Evans (EPPJ) pinned Shaun Anderson (BRBL) in 
2:18; Evans pinned Alexandria Ziska (Wayne) in 4:26; finals — 
Rylee Kursave (A/LC) pinned Evans in 2:33

EPPJ trio pick up pins;
win medals Saturday

Wolfpack — Michael Selting 5-12 
1-1 11, Karson Kallhoff 3-10 2-2 9, 
Evin Pelster 0-1 0-0 0, Jarek Er-
ickson 5-10 7-8 19, Max Henn 4-6 
2-6 10, Jayvin Erickson 0-3 0-0 0. 
Team totals: 17-42 12-17 49. Three-
point shots — Wolfpack 3-13 (Ja. 
Erickson 2, Kallhoff 1). Elkhorn 
Valley team totals: 16-50 3-4 41. 
Three-point shots — EV 6-21.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 28 (Henn 14, Ja. Erickson 9), 
Elkhorn Valley 24. Assists — Wolf-
pack 6 (Ja. Erickson 3), Elkhorn 

SPENCER — Having suffered 
their first loss of the season 
days earlier, Elgin Public-Pope 
John returned to their winning 
ways Thursday night.

Holding Boyd County to just 
nine second half points, the 
Wolfpack girls crushed Boyd 
County 55 to 31 Thursday night.

Junior Mady Kurpgeweit 
led all scorers with 18 points 
as she was seven of 12 from the 
field. She also led the team in 
rebounds with 11.

Two other Wolfpack players 

scored in double figures, Kay-
ton Zwingman had 11 and her 
sister Gentry Zwingman added 
10. Junior Braelyn Martinsen 
led EPPJ in assists (six) and 
steals (six). The victory boosted 
the Wolfpack’s record to 6-1
First loss

The Elkhorn Valley Lady Fal-
cons look every bit as good as 
last year’s team which finished 
as state runner-up in Class D1.

On Tuesday night, Decem-
ber 16, they and the Wolfpack 
matched up as a pair of unbeat-

en teams looking to see who’s 
better. On this night, Elkhorn 
Valley had all the answers. 
They jumped out to a 20 to three 
lead early in the second quarter 
and never looked back.

EPPJ trailed 26 to 14 to start 
the third quarter. Over the final 
two quarters, the Lady Falcons 
made it look easy, outscoring 
EPPJ 38 to 20 to seal the victory.

For EPPJ, junior Mady Kurp-
geweit was the lone offensive 
bright spot as she finished with 
13 points. Teammate Braelyn 

Martinsen had seven points. 
EPPJ was just 13 of 35 from the 
field (three of nine from 3-point 
range).

EPPJ 55, Boyd County 31
Wolfpack…………16  9  20  10 — 55
Lady Spartans….12 10  7    2 —  31
Wolfpack —  Kayton Zwingman 
5-12 1-1 11, Gentry Zwingman 4-9 
2-2 10, Elizabeth Moser 2-9 0-2 5, 
Kinley Drueke 1-7 0-0 2, Braelyn 
Martinsen 3-17 0-0 7, Lillian Moser 
0-1 0-0 0, Kinley Miller 0-0 0-0 0, 
Sydney Niewohner 0-0 0-0 0, Jael 
Lammers. 1-2 0-0 2, Mady Kurp-
geweit 7-12 3-5 18, Gemma Miller 
0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 23-69 6-10 
55. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
3-26 (Martinsen 1, E. Moser 1, 
Kurpgeweit 1). Boyd County team 
totals: 14-50 0-2 31. Three-point 
shots — Boyd County 3-15.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 46 (Mady Kurpgeweit 11, E. 
Moser 8), Boyd County 31. As-
sists — Wolfpack 13 (Martinsen 6), 
Boyd County 7. Steals — Wolfpack 
24 (Martinsen 6), Boyd County 6. 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 18, Boyd 
County 32.

Elkhorn Valley 64, EPPJ 34
Wolfpack……… 3   11  11   9 —  34
Lady Falcons…16  10  16  22 — 64
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwingman 3-5 
0-0 6, Gentry Zwingman 0-6 0-0 0, 
Elizabeth Moser 0-2 0-0 0, Kinley 
Drueke 2-5 0-0 5, Braelyn Martin-
sen 2-4 1-2 7, Lillian Moser 0-1 0-0 
0, Kinley Miller 0-1 0-0 0, Sydney 
Niewohner 0-0 0-0 0, Jael Lam-
mers 1-1 1-1 3, Mady Kurpgeweit 
5-9 3-9 13. Team totals: 13-35 5-12 
34. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
3-9 (Martinsen 2, Drueke 1). Lady 
Falcons team totals: 25-57 8-11 64. 
Three-point shots — Lady Falcons 
6-21.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 23 (Martinsen 8, Kurpgeweit 
8), Lady Falcons 26. Assists — 
Wolfpack 6 (Martinsen 3), Lady 
Falcons 10. Steals — Wolfpack 9 
(Kurpgeweit 3), Lady Falcons 24. 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 28, Lady 
Falcons 19.

EPPJ drops first game; rebounds with win over BC

EPPJ boys rally to defeat Falcons 49 to 41
Valley NA. Steals — Wolfpack 6 
(Selting 3), Elkhorn Valley 1. Turn-
overs — EPPJ 7, Elkhorn Valley 6.

EPPJ 53, Boyd County 30
Wolfpack…………13  13  19  8 — 53
Spartans………….4    1   6  19 — 30
Wolfpack — Michael Selting 2-7 
0-0 6, Karson Kallhoff 4-7 0-0 10, 
Evin Pelster 0-4 0-2 0, Brayden Bu-
renheide 1-4 0-0 2, Jarek Erickson 
3-5 2-2 8, Max Henn 6-9 1-2 13, 
Braedon Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Christian 
Preister 0-0 0-0 0, Justice Blech-
er 0-0 0-0 0, Jayvin Erickson 5-9 

1-1 14. Team totals: 21-45 4-7 53. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 7-21 
(Jv. Erickson 3, Selting 2, Kallhoff 
2). Boyd County team totals: 11-45 
5-6 30. Three-point shots — Boyd 
County 3-19.
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolf-
pack 37 (Ja. Erickson 9, Kallhoff 9, 
Henn 9), Boyd County 19. Assists 
— Wolfpack 15 (Ja. Erickson 5), 
Boyd County NA. Steals — Wolf-
pack 4 (Kallhoff 2), Boyd County 
NA. Turnovers — Wolfpack 15, 
Boyd County 10

E-R photo/DMorgan
Wolfpack sophomore Max Henn (24) scored 10 points against the Falcons.

Junior Libby Evans (r) looks her opponent in the eye. She had two pins 
and finished second in the 170-pound weight class.

E-R photos/DMorgan

Anna Dvorak went cheek-to-cheek with Schuyler’s Y. Mejia during an ear-
ly round match at Friday’s EPPJ Girls Wrestling Invite.

Denying this Lady Falcon a path to the basket were Wolfpack players (l-r): Kinley Drueke, Sydney Niewohner, 
Lillian Moser and Kinley Miller.

E-R photo/DMorgan
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ELGIN — Wrestling in your 
hometown, in front of friends 
and family, sometimes brings 
out the best performances.

Two Wolfpack wrestlers did 
just that Saturday at the EPPJ 
Boys Wrestling Invite.

Wrestling at 165-pounds, 
senior Landyn Veik turned in 
a stellar performance, winning 
all three of his matches to take 
the gold.

“I’ve been wrestling in the 
gym ever since preschool,” Veik 
said just moments after pinning 
Riverside’s Jordan Dodds in the 
championship match. “It gives 
me a lot of confidence.”

Teammate Grady Drueke 
won three of his four matches 
to claim the third place medal. 
In the consolation finals he won 
by technical fall (16 to 0) over 
Tucker Smith of Fullerton.

John Zwingman split his four 
matches. In both of his victo-
ries, Zwingman registered pins.

Ethan Hansen took both of 
his opponents deep into the 
matches before being pinned.

Fifteen teams competed at 
the invite. 

Taking home the champi-
onship trophy was Plainview 

Veik reigns as 165# champ at EPPJ Invite
with 145.5 points followed by 
Pender 145, Twin River 91.5, 
Summerland 78.5, Fullerton 
70.5, Norfolk Catholic 69.5, 
Riverside 65.5, Arcadia/Loup 
City) 51.5, EPPJ 40, Sumner-Ed-
dyville-Miller 38.5, St. Mary’s 
37.5, Wauneta-Palisade 31, 
Palmer 14, Sandhills/Thedford 
2.5 and Archangels Catholic 0.

Individual results were:
138 pounds — Christopher 

Allen (Riverside) pinned Ethan 
Hansen (EPPJ) in 3:14; Jaxson 
Ward (Plainview) pinned Han-
sen in 4:37

157 — Grady Drueke (EPPJ) 
won a major decision 12 to 1 
over Austin Conner (Amherst/
Loup County); Chance Swantek 
(Twin River) pinned Drueke in 
1:04; Drueke pinned Zane Cole 
(St. Mary’s) in 3:49; Drueke won 
by technical fall (16 to 0) in 2:36 
over Tucker Smith (Fullerton)

165 — Kolton Lavicky (St. 
Mary’s) pinned John Zwing-
man (EPPJ) in 2:57; Zwingman 
pinned Myles Smith (Fuller-
ton) in 3:42; Zwingman pinned 
Emiliano Solorzano (Plainview) 
in 4:50; Zwingman lost by tech-
nical fall (17 to 0) to Heath Hen-
son (Sumner-Eddyville-Miller)

165 — Landyn Veik (EPPJ) 
pinned Cesar Chavez (Sand-
hills/Thedford) in 59 seconds; 
Veik won by technical fall 

(15 to 0) over Heth Henson 
(Sumner-Eddyville-Miller); 
Veik pinned Jordan Dodds (Riv-
erside) in 5:20

Grady Drueke won three of four matches to place third in the 157-pound 
weight class Saturday.

E-R photos/DMorgan Sometimes you have to go upside down to set your opponent up for a 
pin. Landyn Veik had a moment like that Saturday as he went on to win the 
165-pound championship.


