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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 50 degrees recorded 
on December 18. 

The low was 10 degrees on 
December 18. Altogether, 0.03 
of  an inch of  precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
December 14 22 12  
December 15 25 15  0.03
December 16 31 17    
December 17 49 20    
December 18 50 10  
December 19 45 18    
December 20 46 29     
Total for Last Week.......... 0.03
Total for December ........ .. 0.03
Total for 2020 ................. ..18.14

In Brief

Weather
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A fixture on the sidelines 
at Elgin Field, first as an 
assistant coach and then as 
head football coach of  the 
Wolfpack, Randy Eisenhauer 
announced Tuesday that 
he will no longer lead the 
football team.

Eisenhauer replaced Carlie 
Wells following the 2012 
football season. He was an 
assistant coach for Wells for 
a number of  years, handling 
the defense which led the 
team to back-to-back state 
titles in 2011 and 2012.

For eight years he guided 
the Wolfpack. The last two 
years, under his leadership, 
the Wolfpack made back-
to-back appearances in the 
Class D-2 State Football 
Playoffs. “Family was the 
biggest thing,” he said about 
the decision to resign. “I 
wanted to watch my kids play 
sports throughout their high 
school careers.”

Randy Eisenhauer 
resigns as head
football coach

See GETZFRED, Page 12

Long before the Elf  on the Shelf  became a tradition for many, 
local craftsman Jim Getzfred created and placed in many homes a 
Santa carved from wood that stood.  A collection of  Jim’s Christ-
mas carvings is currently on display at the Bank of  Elgin, but 
what is not on display is the story behind the collection. A few 
days ago, I had the pleasure of  visiting with Jim and his wife 
Betty to learn more about this collection and all of  his holiday 
creations. 

In the early ‘80s, Betty’s mother, Katherine, gave Jim the gift 
that would keep on giving.  However, it took about two years 
after receiving the beginner, three knife carving set from Betty’s 

mother before Jim finally de-
cided to try his hand at wood 
carving.  He remembered, “The 
knives were very sharp, too 
sharp for me to handle, so along 
with Mary Miller, JoAnn Richart, 
and Ina Kittelson, I took a class 
in wood carving. Ina Kittelson 
cut her finger, and a gentleman 
laid his arm open with one of  the 
knives.” Chuckling, he added, 
“She was just done. Her knives 
stayed in her drawer ever since. 

She wouldn’t touch it, but for some reason, I persisted. I, too, 
have ended with a few cuts along the way. I have been to the E.R. 
enough times that they now laugh and ask me what I had been 
carving?” He admits the early creations were quite primitive but 
learned patience is necessary for carving. Starting with a small 
woodblock and a pattern, Jim began to carve out the first of  
many holiday Santa’s.  

In 1984, Betty suggested that Jim carve a Santa to gift the eight 
middle school teachers under her direction.  Jim explained, “It 
takes about a week to complete each carving. You don’t carve all 
day long. Some days I carve for a couple of  hours, and some days 
I carve from morning to night.” Since then, the holiday gift tradi-
tion has continued and grown. Year after year, many teachers, 
family, and friends look forward to receiving a special Santa to 

Three students from Pope John XXIII Central Catholic High 
School were inducted into the National Honor Society last week 
during a ceremony at St. Boniface Catholic Church. They were 
(l-r): Carter Beckman, Skyler Meis and Linus Borer. Photo sub-
mitted

National Honor Society inductees

Getzfred carves out Christmas holiday
memories one block of wood at a time

add to their collection.  
One of  the families with a growing collection was the family of  

“Red” and Evelyn Arehart. Red and Evelyn had taken part in a 
school program and became foster grandparents to Jim and Bet-
ty’s daughters, Megan and Sara. Ironically, in 1987, as their foster 
grandparent, Evelyn started the tradition of  making a holiday 
ornament to give to girls each year that included their name and 
the date painted on each ornament.   Jim explained, “It wasn’t 
right away that I gifted her a carving for Christmas.  It was a 
couple of  years after Evelyn began giving the girls the Christmas 
ornaments. The kids could not think of  what to give her. They 

Back in the early 1980s, Jim 
Getzfred began carving Christ-
mas holiday Santa’s. This is one 
of the first carvings he made with 
that three-piece knife set.

For nearly 40 years, Jim Getzfred has been carving Santas, snow-
men and other Christmas icons out of blocks of wood.

A gift of a three-knife carving set from his mother-in-law has given Jim Getzfred a hobby fit for the season. He’s been carving Santas and 
other symbols of Christmas for nearly 40 years. He’s shown working in his home. E-R photo/L Morgan

Local, area
students earn
college degrees

Local students from 
Elgin and surrounding 
communities were the 
recipients recently of  college 
diplomas.

The University of  
Nebraska–Lincoln conferred 
1,404 degrees during a virtual 
graduation celebration held 
Saturday, Dec. 19. Graduates 
and their degrees were:.

Elgin — Austin Jacob 
Meis, College of  Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural 
Resources, Bachelor of  
Science in Agronomy; 
Elizabeth Mae Selting, 
College of  Education and 
Human Sciences, Bachelor 
of  Science in Education 
and Human Sciences; 
and Alois David Warner, 
College of  Engineering, 
Bachelor of  Science in 
Mechanical Engineering.
Wayne State College

A number of  local students 
graduated from Wayne State 
College recently.

 Graduates (and their 
degrees) included:

Elgin — Kyle Kallhoff, 
Elementary Education, 
Coaching; Jordan Mescher, 
Business Administration/
Marketing; and Hayley 
Stamp, Elementary 
Education.

Bartlett — Jayle Hinkle, 
Exercise Science, Family and 
Consumer Sciences/Foods 
and Nutrition, Coaching.

Oakdale — Amy Nelson, 
Business Administration/
Management, Business 
Administration/Office 
Administration.

“He will be a joy 
and delight to 
you, and many 
will rejoice 
because of his 
birth,”

Luke 1:14

Merry Christmas
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The University of  Nebraska-Lincoln’s College of  Business 
recently recognized 196 students for their academic performance 
during the 2019-20 school year.

Elgin’s Hunter Reestman earns academic honors in UNL College of Business
High on the list of  award recipients for accounting was Hunter 

Reestman of  Elgin. A 2019 graduate, he is the son of  Ryan and 
Jessie Reestman

“These awards honor our students’ hard work and dedication 
to their education,” said Kathy Farrell, James Jr. and Susan Stu-
art Endowed Dean of  the College of  Business. “We are proud of  
how they challenged themselves and showed resilience working 
toward their goals of  leading the future of  business.”

Named for the founder of  Gold and Company, the William Gold 
Award recognizes the top members of  the freshman class. From 

last year’s class, 60 students received the award. 
All earned a cumulative grade-point average of  
4.0. For their academic excellence and achieve-
ment, 41 sophomores earned the Hicks Award. 
Hicks dedicated 43 years of  service to the busi-
ness college, including 18 years as chair of  the 
Department.

Ninety-five juniors whose academic perfor-
mance was at the top of  their class earned the 
LeRossignol Award. Named in honor of  James E. 
LeRossignol, the first dean of  the business col-
lege, the award recognizes students for their aca-
demic accomplishments during their junior year.

“A longstanding tradition in our college, these 
awards celebrate our students’ success,” said Jen Mostek, direc-
tor of  business advising and student engagement. 

Hunter
Reestman

All American Legion/VFW members are encouraged to attend 
a Vet’s Club meeting on Monday night, Dec. 28.

Commander Gary Hoefer said the meeting, to be held at the 
Post Home, will begin at 7 p.m.

Vet’s Club meeting to be Monday
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Looking Back
Sixty Years Ago
December 22, 1960

Emphasis was added to Christmas holiday season this week 
in the form of  two light blankets of  snow. Snow fell here for 
two nights in a row bringing possibly an inch in both storms. 
Extreme cold temperatures accompanied the snowfall with the 
thermometer reaching a low of  6 degrees below. 

Addie Batie served a turkey dinner to members of  the Elgin 
Chamber of  Commerce, the business meeting was short. A 
committee was named to named to help take down Christmas 
decorations; R.B. Huffman, Dean Henn, John Flaherty, Kenneth 
Bennett and Merlin Faubel.
Fifty Years Ago
December 17, 1970

Miss Shirley Kallhoff, senior student at Archbishop Mercy 
School of  Radiology Technology, Omaha, was selected queen of  
District 1 of  the NSRT. Shirley is the daughter of  Mr. and Mr. 
Delbert Kallhoff.

Sgt. Gerald Schmitt arrived home from Vietnam On December 
10th at the home of  his parents, Mr. And Mrs. Norbert Schmitt. 
He is on a 35-day leave from the U.S. Army.

James Getzfred, son of  Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Getzfred has 
received his discharge from the U.S. Navy following four years 
and two months of  service.   
Thirty Years Ago

December 26, 1990
Temperatures were extremely cold in Elgin from December 

19th through December 23rd. On Saturday, the thermometer at 
the Bank of  Elgin showed 11 degrees below zero.

Two Elgin students and one student from Petersburg were 
among 1,170 graduates receiving degrees from the University-
Lincoln Commencement Exercises

• Janette Francis Rotert of  Elgin received a Bachelor of  Science 
degree in Business Administration. 

• James Beckman of  Elgin received a Bachelor of  Science 
degree in Agricultural Science.

• Susan Kay Preusser of  Petersburg received a Bachelor of  
Science degree in Business Administration. 
Twenty Years Ago
December 20, 1960

Letters to Santa — Dear Santa, I want a scooter, and a CB 
Walkman, and Land Before Time Seven movie and a art set twin 
doll outfit and anything you think I would like. My Dad would 
like a real tractor. Chad would like a toy tractor. Jaimie would 
like a scooter. mom, would like a garage door opener. I’ll leave 
cookies for you. Merry Christmas! Love, Ashley Bode

Letters to Santa — Dear Santa. Thank you for all my presents 
you’ve given me these years. Please bring me a Barbie Car and a 
Barbie Camper and a Barbie Tent. I Love You, Mallory Fangman
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Logistics could be first order of business at statehouse

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Protecting students 
from scammers When the 2021 Legislature convenes on January 6 

in Lincoln it faces procedural issues of  epic propor-
tion before any real work can be done.

There will be six new faces and two returning 
veterans in the incoming class. The 32 Republicans 
and 17 Democrats in the officially nonpartisan Uni-
cameral will have to decide when, where and how 
to meet. They’ll find themselves in the throes of  
the same pandemic they left late last session after 
taking a Covid-19 break before finishing their work 
for the year.

This year’s 90-day session is supposed to end June 
10. That includes 22 holidays and recess days in the 
tentative calendar that is subject to revision by the 
new Speaker of  the Legislature once that person is 
selected. This is a budget-crafting year, so the work-
load will be heavy.

In addition, the 36 men and 13 women lawmakers 
have to choose committee chairs and committee 
membership will be chosen by caucus. Important 
as all that is, it takes a backseat to the discussion of  
when, where and how to meet in the storied George 
W. Norris legislative chamber which has been fitted 
with plenty of  clear plastic screening to provide a 
so-called safe environment.

They could just organize and elect leadership and 
go home and wait for enough Nebraskans to receive 
the coronavirus vaccine to make it safe to assemble 
again. Or they could decide to meet virtually or 
maybe find a larger space to meet where they could 
spread out for safety. Lincoln’s Pershing Audito-
rium is huge, empty and only a couple blocks from 
the Capitol.

The chances of  virtual meetings or spreading 

America is fortunate to have 
an excellent higher education 
system, and is home to many of  
the world’s greatest and most 
prestigious universities. During 
any given year, nearly 20 million 
Americans are enrolled in pub-
lic and private colleges studying 
topics ranging from engineering 
to business to science. Nebraska 
in particular is proudly home to 
many world-class universities 

educating 
thousands 
of  our 
young peo-
ple. It is no 
wonder that 
Nebraska 
consist-
ently ranks 
among the 
best states 
for higher 
education 
according 
to U.S. News 
and World 
Report.

Many 
students, 
both in Ne-
braska and 
across the 
country, rely 

on loans to advance their educa-
tions and nearly two-thirds of  
them graduate with student loan 
debt. That is especially true for 
students who pursue postgraduate 
education—be it medical school, 
law school, or business school.

Unfortunately, scammers 
sometimes try to take advantage 
of  these student borrowers. Fake 
companies reach out to borrowers 
via phone calls, emails, or texts 
offering them relief  from their 
student loans. 

These scams often involve re-
quests to pay significant up-front 
fees with false promises of  low in-
terest rates, debt refinancing, and 
debt forgiveness. In some cases, 
these fake companies are highly 
effective at impersonating their 
legitimate counterparts. 

Students who took on debt for 
their education and careers need 
protection from these predatory 
scammers. 

That’s why I was proud to work 
across the aisle and help intro-
duce the bipartisan Stop Student 
Debt Relief  Scams Act with Sena-
tors Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisc.), 
Mike Braun (R-Ind.), and Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-N.H.). The legislation 
will enhance law enforcement and 
administrative abilities to shut 
down student relief  scams. It will 
protect borrowers by making it 
easier to identify scammers while 
ensuring students are aware of  
potential risks and know how to 
avoid them.

Specifically, the legislation will 
clarify that it is a federal crime to 
access U.S. Department of  Edu-
cation information technology 
systems for fraud, commercial ad-
vantage, or private financial gain, 
and impose fines on scammers 
for violations of  the law. The bill 
directs the U.S. Department of  
Education to create a new form 
of  third-party access, akin to the 
current “preparer” function on 
the Free Application for Student 
Aid (FAFSA), in order to protect 
legitimate organizations. It also 
requires the U.S. Department of  
Education to maintain common-
sense reporting, detection, and 
prevention activities to stop 
potential or known debt relief  
scams and requires student loan 
exit counseling to warn federal 
loan borrowers about debt relief  
scams. 

After passing the House and 
Senate earlier this month, the 
Stop Student Debt Relief  Scams 
Act now heads to the president’s 
desk for signature, where I expect 
it will become law. 

In order for America to retain 
its reputation for stellar higher 
education, and to keep those 
institutions accessible to our na-
tion’s young people, we need to 
shield students from predatory 
scammers. 

I look forward to this legislation 
becoming law.

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

out offsite are about as realistic as that proverbial 
snowball in Hell. Legislative officials pooh-pooed 
the virtual idea during the waning days of  the last 
session. But the relative 
isolation of  dealing with the 
existing chamber setup was 
thought to have led to the 
short tempers and acrimony 
that, at one point, caused 
then-Speaker of  the Legis-
lature Jim Scheer to send 
everyone home for a few 
days to cool off. 

Lawmakers in Connecti-
cut have decided to meet 
virtually. Maine is moving 
its sessions to the Augusta 
Civic Center to facilitate so-
cial distancing. New Mexico 
legislators are considering a 
similar move. 

Timing is everything and 
Nebraska’s senators return 
to Lincoln at about the same 
time as a post-Christmas 
surge in the virus could be 
expected. The group of  vulnerable (to the virus) 
senators is large with 32 in the 50 to 70-year-old 
age range. The other 17 are ages 20-40. Twelve are 
lawyers, 14 percent are farmers. The rest is a mix 
of  counselors, teachers, retirees and businessmen 
and women. 

Transparency creates the biggest problem for 
logistics. Every bill introduced is promised a public 
hearing. Nothing screws that up like having the 
public show up, especially in droves. Packing them 
into a hearing room goes against every safety 
precaution to prevent spread. Limiting capacity 
creates a time problem. Do they run them through 
in small batches or limit the length of  time for each 
person to testify? How do you regulate repetition?

Virtual meetings create a question about vot-
ing and keeping an accurate record of  said votes. 
Would they be contested? Is this, even in 2021, un-
charted legal territory? How big a computer moni-
tor would one need to see 49 faces? Who controls 
the mute button? Oh, the problems are endless.

But, if  the Legislature is truly representative 
government, they’re Nebraskans and they’ll figure 
it out.

Soldier on Senators. This will be fun to watch.
.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska

government and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Editor’s note — This week marks 
the beginning of  a new feature in The 
Elgin Review. The Prairie Doc offers 
helpful tips on topical health issues.

 It is syndicated in Depending on 
where you live, it looks like we may 
not have a “picture perfect” white 
Christmas this year. It seems fitting 
given the many things about 2020 
which were not what we imagined, let 
alone “perfect.” 

While the holidays can be a season 
of  happiness and joy, for many they 
are accompanied by 
anger and sorrow. 
Missing loved ones 
from the past, re-
membering relation-
ships that soured, 
thinking of  hopes 
and dreams that 
never materialized 
can make customarily joyous Christ-
mas carols sound like fingernails on a 
chalkboard. 

It can be hard to appear festive 
when inside we feel down. It may 
be tempting to hold our fears, fail-
ures, and bad thoughts to ourselves. 
Indeed, we may not want to broadcast 
our problems to the world, however, 
hiding and suppressing our feelings 
is not what the doctor recommends. 
Letting things build up and fester is 
not a good idea whether it be a boil on 
our skin or a strong emotion. 

If  you are feeling low, talk to some-
one. Call a family member or a friend. 
If  you do not have a particular person 
in mind, talk to a counselor, your 
doctor, your pastor, or call 1-800-273-
TALK. It can also help to put your 
thoughts on paper. The point here is 
to let it out, identify it, talk, or write 
about it, and disarm it. Do not let 
dark thoughts overwhelm you and 
control you.

Exercise can help, too. Moving your 
body triggers your brain to release 
endorphins, the brain chemicals that 
facilitate feeling good. Activity gets 
your mind off  things that cause you 
to worry and on to a brighter, healthi-

er cycle of  thoughts. 
Meditation, prayer, or yoga may be 

helpful. If  you are not sure how to 
meditate, consider watching a how-
to video on YouTube. Reach out to a 
church leader for guidance on prayer. 
If  you’ve never done yoga, contact a 
local yoga studio or sign up for a class 
online. 

People do care about you. I know 
there are many caring people in our 
communities. We see them unselfish-
ly serve others time and time again. 

But they may need 
someone to talk to as 
well. If  we all strive 
to open up to the 
people around us, we 
may find that we are 
all feeling a mix of  
emotions during the 
holidays.  

Yes, the days are short, and the 
darkness is long, but it will not last. 
December 21 marks the first day of  
winter and the shortest day of  the 
year, after which the days get longer, 
and light extends the day. This year, 
on this same day, something called 
a “Great Conjunction” will occur. 
The planets Jupiter and Saturn will 
appear the closest they have been 
in almost 400 years. To the naked 
eye, they will look like one, bright 
star, thus earning the nickname the 
“Christmas Star.” Years ago, a star 
guided wise men toward a new hope. 
We too, can look for the light in and 
around us, bringing hope to our days 
ahead.  

*****
Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. is part 

of  The Prairie Doc® team of  physi-
cians and currently practices family 

medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. 
For free and easy access to the entire 

Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prai-
riedoc.org and follow Prairie Doc® on 

Facebook featuring On Call with the 
Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show 
streamed most Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

central.        

In times like these it’s 
best to look for the light When Santa came into town this 

year, I was lucky enough to come 
visit for a while and take photos for 
The Elgin Review and see all the 
kids waiting in line anticipating 
for their turn to sit on his lap. Of  
course it looked a bit different 
this year with covid guidelines. 
Nonetheless, it was still a magical 
moment to see a child’s face when 
they got to see Santa.  And it 
brought back many memories of  my 
childhood when I would count down 
the days till I got to see Santa. 

Looking back at some of  my old 
photos with Santa, all I saw on my 
face was smiles. But apparently, I 
was a little apprehensive to meet 
him like many young toddlers. But I 
was easily bribed with some candy, 
and to this day that trick will still 
work. Although I don’t remember a 
whole lot of  my time meeting Santa 
when I was young, I do remember 
one instance very fondly. I believe 
it was a Wednesday night when I 
was around 6 or 7 years old. The 
snow was falling hard onto the 
streets as we all waited outside 
for Santa’s arrival. I dressed up in 
my festive green velvet dress with 
white tights underneath and wore 
my best jewelry at the time. Even at 
that age, I knew to dress to impress. 
However the weather wasn’t exactly 
the best part. But it was all worth 
the cold when I saw the ambulance 
lights stroll down the street with 
Santa hanging off  the back side. All 
of  us little kids started screaming 
and jumping up and down with 
excitement. My family and I made 
our way into the KC Hall and waited 
for our turn to meet Santa. When 
mine and my brother’s name was 
called, I sprinted up to the stage 
and plopped down on his lap. I don’t 
remember exactly what I wanted, 
but it must have been a long list 
because my mom said I had been 
holding up the line. I got my picture 
with Santa and he even gave me 
a candy cane and some treats in 

return. For the rest of  the night 
until Christmas, I was anticipating 
his arrival and couldn’t wait to see 
if  he brought what I asked for. 

Another instance I had with 
Santa was a bit more personal. 
One Christmas Eve when all 
of  my family gathered around 
in my Grandma’s living room 
with a Christmas movie playing,  
we saw a big guy in a red suit 
creeping through the windows. I 
immediately knew who it was, it 
was Santa. 
Me and all of  
my cousins 
leaped up in 
joy and raced 
to the door 
to let him 
in from the 
cold snowy 
weather. 
Although 
it was 
many years 
ago, I still 
remember 
how excited I 
was to spend 
time with 
him on that 
Christmas 
Eve and how 
I bragged 
relentlessly 
coming back from Christmas 
break. When he came in, he had 
told my brother and I that he had 
just stopped at my house to put our 
presents on the Christmas tree. I 
will never forget my excitement to 
come home that night and see our 
presents. To this day, my family 
and I open our Christmas gifts on 
Christmas Eve in the middle of  the 
night. 

However, as many people have 
as they grow older, my love for 
Santa has faded. But I realized 
how important Santa is to the 

All smiles for Santa Claus

See VIEW, Page 12
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Becky McNeil
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I want to brag about Park 
Congregational Church. This 
feisty, fun and faithful small 
congregation has a huge heart 
and passion to share God’s 

love with 
others. 
This fall 
as they 
finished 
up their 
Christ-
mas Box 
project 
for Sa-
maritan’s 
purse 
which 
they’ve 
sup-
ported 
for years, 
their ears 
and eyes 
perked 
up when 
I asked 

their prayers for the women in 
the Antelope County Jail. With 
Park Church and First Congre-
gational Church in Neligh’s 
support, I’ve been providing 
ministry with the women in 
the jail for the past year, lead-
ing a Bible study on Mondays 
and meeting individually with 
some of  the women on Fridays 
for support and counsel. “Is 
there anything we could do for 
the women in the jail?” one 
of  the women at Park asked. 
“Could we do something like 
Christmas boxes for them?” 

I checked with Sheriff  Bob 

Moore and he wondered if  in-
stead, our congregation would 
be willing to provide a Christ-
mas dinner for all the inmates 
and jailers who are there on 
Christmas day. 

Park Church took the idea 
and ran with it! There will be 
ham and turkey and dress-
ing and potatoes and gravy 
and green bean casserole and 
coleslaw and rolls and butter 
and pies and whipped cream 
and festive plates to serve the 
meals on. We’re providing the 
fixin’s and the jailers will do 
the cooking. What joy!

I’ve never had much expo-
sure to jail ministry before 
now. Last year when Gary 
Storm called me to ask if  I 
would meet with the women 
for ministry as he does with 
the men, I was leery. What 
would I do? How would I be re-
ceived? What would it be like? 
I also remembered Jesus’s 
words about “I was in prison 
and you visited me.” 

My agenda with the women 
is love. God’s love is what I 
can bring them. Sometimes 
there’s just one or two women 

God’s love to be shared with jail inmates on Christmas Day
who choose to meet with me. 
Somedays we’ve had Bible 
study with as many as eight 
of  us around the table. I learn 
as much as I teach. I listen 
as much or more than I talk. 
I hear stories that keep me 
awake some nights, stories 
about things the women have 
experienced that make my 
skin crawl. Sometimes we cry, 
other times we laugh, every 
time we pray.  

Here’s what I know. People in 
jail are people, beloved by God 
but far too often way short on 
the ability to love themselves. 
Far and away, the majority of  
the women are in for crimes 
related to substance abuse. 
Almost always, the substance 
abuse has its basis in some 
kind of  childhood traumas or 
untreated mental health con-
cerns. I also know our jailers 
and sheriff  treat the women 
with respect and kindness. If  
society’s goal is for these peo-
ple to be made whole so they 

don’t re-offend, being given 
hope and being treated hu-
manely in jail is a really good 
place to start.  

On Christmas Day, when 
you’re celebrating Christmas 
in whatever your COVID-19 
safe way, know that our neigh-
bors temporarily at home in 
the jail are feasting on good 
food and on God’s love shared 
by the fun, feisty and faithful 
members of  Park Congrega-
tional Church. I give thanks for 
them, and hope you do, too. 

Merry Christmas! 
*****

We’ll be worshipping outside 
on Christmas Eve at 7:30. We’d 
love to have you pull on your 
warmest winter-gear and join 
us for a brief, brisk and beauti-
ful service under the stars. So-
cial distancing and mask wear-
ing will be observed. We’re ten 
miles west of  Elgin on HWY 
70 and ½ mile south. I love to 
hear from you. beckyzmcneil@
gmail.com 402.540.5615.
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ELGIN — Fourteen teams 
competed Saturday at the Elgin 
Public-Pope John Invite held at 
the St. Boniface gymnasium.

For the Wolfpack, Isabella 
Smidt won all three of  her 
matches to place first in the 
152-pound girls division. Carter 
Beckman placed second, 
recording three pins, in the 
113-pound division. Others 
placing were Kadance Dworak, 
third at 152 F; and Kali 
Dworak, third at 113 F. 

Twin River won the team 
title with 132 points followed 
by Plainview 126, Twin Loup 
123, Palmer 95, Hartington CC 
68, Central Valley 62, GACC 
61, Kenesaw 54, Pender 47, NE 
Christian 35, Weeping Water 
33.5, Fullerton 28, EPPJ 23 and 
Riverside 0.

Individual results were:
113 — Carter Beckman 

(Elgin/Pope John) 11-1 won 
by fall over David Switzer 
(Twin Loup) 13-6 (Fall 5:49); 
Round 2 - Beckman won by fall 
over Raelyn Wilson (Weeping 
Water) 5-10 (Fall 0:44); Round 
4 - Beckman won by fall over 
Matthew Ferris (Pender) 
7-11 (Fall 1:57); Eli Lanham 
(Plainview) 8-0 won by fall over 
Beckman (Fall 0:57)

145 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Thomas Warnke (Elgin/Pope 
John) 5-11 won by fall over 
Nash Albers (Hartington 
Cedar Catholic) 5-10 (Fall 2:55); 
Quarterfinal - Ruger Reimers 
(Palmer) 16-2 won by fall over 

ELGIN — Boyd County and 
Elgin Public-Pope John took 
each other’s best shot and, in 
the end, the Wolfpack won 48 
to 45 in boys basketball action 
Saturday night.

Time and again the Wolfpack 
would pull ahead only to see 
the Spartans fight back time 
and time again. But, behind 
17 points from Paiton Hoefer 
and 16 from Colton Wright, the 
Wolfpack prevailed. It wasn’t 
easy.

The Wolfpack started the 
fourth quarter down by three, 
32 to 29, thanks to a buzzer-
beater trey from Derris 
Hansen. That’s when EPPJ put 
together a nine-to-zero run to 
lead 38 to 32. Hoefer had five 
points, Wright and Austin 
Good added two each.

The Spartans then got back-
to-back treys from Zac Rihanek 
and Timothy Atkinson to tie 
the score at 38-all with 4:53 to 
go in the game.

Wright then scored four 
points in a row to give the 
Wolfpack a 42 to 38 lead. The 
Spartans answered back with 
another trey from Rihanek. 
EPPJ then rebuilt the cushion 
with baskets from freshman 
Blake Henn and Wright. Two 
free throws by Hoefer made the 
score 48 to 41 with 49 seconds 
left in the game. The Spartans 
added four points in the final 
30 seconds and had a chance 
to tie at the buzzer but Grant 
Kirwan’s shot missed the 
mark.

Earlier in the game, the two 
teams were tied at 17-all to 
start the second half. Coach 
Michael Becker’s decision to 
put on a full-court press was 
the right call at the start of  the 
third quarter as the Spartans 
struggled to get the ball past 
halfcourt. Hoefer had six of  
the team’s 12 points to start the 
half. 

But, as they would do in the 
fourth quarter, the Spartans 
fought back, tying the score 
at 29-all on back-to-back treys 
from Atkinson.

Hoefer led the Wolfpack in 
scoring and tied for the team-

ELGIN — Overtime hasn’t 
been kind to the Wolfpack 
boys basketball team.

For the second time this 
season, Elgin Public-Pope 
John was forced to go to 
overtime to decide the victor. 
And twice this month, EPPJ 
came up short, this time 
falling to Elkhorn Valley 59 
to 57.

In overtime, Nick 
Anderson had five of  the 
team’s seven points. His trey 
with two minutes left on the 
clock gave the Wolfpack a 57 
to 54 lead. Then the Falcons 
scored the next five points 
to take a 59 to 57 lead. With 
1.1 seconds left in overtime, 
the Wolfpack had a chance 
to tie, but the shot rolled off  
the rim, sealing the team’s 
fourth loss of  the season.

The Wolfpack (2-4) were 
sluggish to start the game as 
Elkhorn Valley jumped out 
to an 18 to nine lead. But that 
all changed in the second 
quarter. Down at one point 
by 14 points, EPPJ fought 
back. It all started with 
a steal by Jack Wemhoff  
which he turned into a layup. 
Colton Wright and Wemhoff  
provided the points over the 
next few minutes. A trey 
by Wemhoff  narrowed the 

ELGIN — Playing their style 
of  basketball, Elgin Public-
Pope John girls crushed 
Elkhorn Valley 62 to 44 
Tuesday night (Dec. 15).

Freshman Ashlynne Charf  
scored 18 points and teammate 
Kirsten Krebs added 12 to 
help the Wolfpack easily claim 
another victory, this time at 
the EPS gym. 

Playing there for the first 
time this season, EPPJ took 

Four Wolfpack wrestlers medal at EPPJ Invite

Warnke (Fall 2:37); Cons. 
Round 2 - Warnke won by fall 
over Levi Schroeder (Kenesaw) 
1-6 (Fall 1:25); Cons. Round 3 
- Kirby Smith (Fullerton) 11-7 
won by decision over Warnke 
(Dec 9-2)

182 — Quarterfinal - Sean 
Duffy (Kenesaw) 5-4 won by 
fall over Samuel Hemenway 
(Elgin/Pope John) 4-9 (Fall 
0:21); Cons. Round 1 - Garett 
Schneider (Twin Loup) 7-9 won 
by fall over Hemenway (Fall 
2:07)

113F — Round 1 - Kali 
Dworak (Elgin/Pope John) 

5-4 won by fall over Dakota 
Reiman (Weeping Water) 1-5 
(Fall 3:25); Round 2 - Riley Hohn 
(Weeping Water) 7-4 won by fall 
over Dworak (Fall 1:17); Round 
3 - Makayla Regler (Weeping 
Water) 9-2 won by fall over 
Dworak (Fall 0:27)

152F — Round 1 - Isabella 
Smidt (Elgin/Pope John) 9-2 
won by fall over Kadance 
Dworak (Elgin/Pope John) 
5-5 (Fall 3:06); Round 2 - Libby 
Sutton (Weeping Water) 2-1 won 
by fall over Dworak (Fall 3:05); 
Round 3 - Smidt won by fall over 
Sutton (Fall 2:48)

EPPJ ends
Spartans’
upset bid

high in rebounds with Wright, 
each had 11. Jack Wemhoff  had 
a team-high five assists to go 
with six points.

The victory boosted the 
Wolfpack’s record to 3-4.

EPPJ 48, Boyd County 45
Spartans………13  4  13  15 — 45
Wolfpack………14  3  12  19 — 48
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-4 0-0 
2, Jack Wemhoff 2-6 2-4 6, Paiton 
Hoefer 7-14 3-3 17, Austin Good 

1-9 0-0 2, Camryn Pelster 1-2 
0-0 3, Colton Wright 8-16 0-5 16, 
Jordan Lindgren 1-1 0-0 2, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 21-
53 5-12 48. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 1-11 (Camryn Pelster 1).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 39 (Colton Wright 11, 
Paiton Hoefer 11). Assists — 
Wolfpack 10 (Jack Wemhoff 5). 
Steals — Wolfpack 14 (Colton 
Wright 5). Turnovers — EPPJ 17.

EPPJ girls roll past Lady Falcons 62 to 44
a 32 to 18 lead at halftime and 
never looked back.

With Charf  dominating the 
area around the basket, that 
freed up the Wolfpack’s outside 
gunners for open treys. 

EPPJ had four in the game, 
one each from Skyler Meis, 
Kaylee Ramold, Ally Selting 
and Keyera Eisenhauer.

In the third quarter, 
Eisenhauer’s trey gave EPPJ a 
49 to 25 lead, their largest lead 

of  the game.
Senior Theanna Dunn got 

the Wolfpack’s last basket of  
the game.

EPPJ (4-1) connected on 25 
of  46 field goal attempts (54 
percent), the Falcons didn’t 
fare as well as they made just 
16 of  45 shots (36 percent).

Charf  led the team in 
rebounds with nine. Meis was 
tops in assists (five) and steals 
(four).

Elkhorn Valley was led by 
Kenzie Mosel with 16 points, 
Carney Black had 15.

EPPJ 62, Elkhorn Valley 44
Lady Falcons...9    9  10  16 — 44
Wolfpack…….17  15  17  13 — 62
Emma Lea Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, 
Taylynne Charf 3-4 2-4 8, Theanna 
Dunn 1-2 0-0 2, Ashlynne Charf 
8-9 2-23 18, Skyler Meis 2-5 
0-0 5, Kaylee Ramold 1-3 0-0 3, 

See VALLEY, Page Seven

lead to 24 to 19. Then, five 
points from freshman Nick 
Anderson tied the score at 
24-all with 2:41 to go before 
halftime. Paiton Hoefer had a 
two-pointer before the end of  
the half  as the Falcons ran 
off  five points to take a 29 to 
26 lead at intermission.

For the game, Anderson 
had a double double with 
10 rebounds and 19 points, 
Wemhoff  had 14 points and 
Hoefer scored 10.

Elk. Valley 59, EPPJ 57 OT
Falcons…18 11  12   9   9 — 59
Wolfpack…9  17  14  10  7 — 57
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 2-2 
0-4 4, Jack Wemhoff 6-11 0-1 
14, Paiton Hoefer 4-14 1-2 10, 
Austin Good 1-4 1-5 3, Camryn 
Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 
8-12 1-3 19, Colton Wright 3-5 
1-2 7, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0. 
Team totals: 24-50 3-12 57, 
Falcons 23-52, 10-17 59. Three-
point shots — Wolfpack 6-14 
(Nick Anderson 2, Jack Wemhoff 
2, Paiton Hoefer 1, Austin Good 
1), Falcons 3-14.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 29 (Nick Anderson 10), 
Falcons 34. Assists — Wolfpack 
12 (Jack Wemhoff 7), Falcons 
16. Steals — 8 (Colton Wright 
2, Jack Wemhoff 2, Austin Good 
2), Falcons 10. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 16, Falcons 19.
 

Falcons outlast EPPJ in OT
Kali Dworak pinned Dakota Reiman in her first round match. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

EPPJ sophomore Carter Beckman pinned three of his four opponents Saturday to place second in the 
113-pound weight class. E-R photo/DMorgan

Colton Wright made eight of 16 shots against the Spartans Satur-
day. E-R photo/DMorgan

Paiton Hoefer flew over the Falcons to score 10 points in last 
week’s game. E-R photo/DMorgan
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A Christmas wish

SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

I would be remiss not to say 
something about Christmas. I 
found these words, shared by 
a friend of  mine on the West 
Coast. 

It’s called “An Adult Christ-
mas Wish.”

Do you remember me
I sat upon your knee
I wrote to you with childhood 

fantasies
Well I’m all grown up now
And still need help somehow
I’m not a child but my heart 

still can dream
So here’s my lifelong wish
My grown up Christmas list
Not for myself  but for a world 

in need
No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start
And time would heal all 

hearts
And 

everyone 
would 
have a 
friend

And 
right 
would 
always 
win

And 
love 
would 
never 
end, no

This is 
my grown 
up Christ-
mas list

As chil-
dren we 
believe

The 
grandest sight to see

Was something lovely 
wrapped beneath the tree

But Heaven only knows
That packages and bows
Can never heal a heartached 

human soul
No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start
And time would heal all 

hearts
And everyone would have a 

friend
And right would always win
And love would never end, no
This is my grown up Christ-

mas list
What is this illusion called the 

innocence of  youth
Maybe only in our blind be-

lief  can we ever find the truth
No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start
And time would heal all 

hearts
And everyone would have a 

friend
And right would always win
And love would never end, no
This is my grown up Christ-

mas list

ELGIN — Playing a three-quarter game Saturday 
afternoon, the EPPJ JVs fell to Boyd County 36 to 24.

Ethan Hinkle led the Wolfpack with nine points followed 
by Myles Kittelson 7, Camryn Pelster and Dylon Lueking 
four points each.

Stats were provided by Coach Matt Koeppe.
The Wolfpack girls JV team defeated Boyd County 50 to 10 

on Saturday afternoon.
According to information submitted by Coach Trent 

Ostransky, Baylee Busteed led EPPJ with 19 points followed 
by Emma Lea Ruterbories 0, Taylynne Charf  4, Brenna 
Martinsen 12, Keyera Eisenhauer 9, Grace Mace 0 and Ellie 
Ruterbories 2.

EPPJ JV teams win Saturday

Kirsten Krebs 5-10 2-4 12, Brenna 
Martinsen 0-0 0-0 0, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 3-4 0-0 7, Baylee 
Busteed 0-0 0-0 0, Ally Selting 
2-4 2-2 7. Team totals: 25-46 8-13 
62. Elkhorn Valley team totals: 
16-45 8-16 44. Three-point shots 
— Wolfpack 4-15 (Ally Selting, 
Keyera Eisenhauer, Kaylee 
Ramold, Skyler Meis), Elkhorn 
Valley 4-14.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 27 (Ashlynne Charf 
9), Elkhorn Valley 24. Assists 
— Wolfpack 19 (Skyler Meis 
5), Elkhorn Valley 7. Steals — 
Wolfpack 14 (Skyler Meis 4), 
Elkhorn Valley 6. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 13, Elkhorn Valley 20.

From Page Six
Valley

ELGIN — It seemed like it 
was over shortly after it began.

Elgin Public-Pope John 
jumped out to a 15-point lead 
in the first quarter and never 
looked back, topping Boyd 
County 49 to 24 Saturday 
afternoon.

“Overall, I thought we 
played a good defensive 
game,” Wolfpack Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer said about his 
team’s fifth win in a row.

Against the winless 
Spartans, EPPJ jumped out to 
a big lead early. Back-to-back 
treys by Keyera Eisenhauer 
and Skyler Meis helped stake 
the Wolfpack to a 10-0 lead after 
five minutes of  play. Then, at 
the end of  the quarter, the duo 
converted steals into layups to 
make the score 16 to 1.

A strong point of  the team, 
the Wolfpack didn’t allow a 

field goal until 2:46 to go before 
halftime when Bentley Adams 
scored to make it 25 to 3. At 
the other end of  the court, 
freshman Ashlynne Charf  
had nine points in the quarter 
as EPPJ took a 31 to 7 lead at 
halftime.

The Wolfpack seemingly 
scored, at will, in the second 
half  as Taylynne Charf, Kaylee 
Ramold and Brenna Martinsen 
added to the Wolfpack point 
total.

In the fourth quarter, 
Eisenhauer cleared the bench 
with victory assured.

Ashlynne Charf  led the 
Wolfpack in points (19) and 
rebounds (7). The victory 
boosted EPPJ’s record to 5-1. 

EPPJ 49, Boyd County 24
Spartans……….1    6    5  12 — 24
Wolfpack………16  15  11  7 — 49
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 

Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Taylynne 
Charf 1-4 2-2 4, Theanna Dunn 
0-1 0-0 0, Ashlynne Charf 8-12 3-3 
19, Skyler Meis 3-5 0-0 7, Kaylee 
Ramold 1-2 0-0 3, Kirsten Krebs 
2-6 0-0 4, Brenna Martinsen 1-10 
0-0 2, Keyera Eisenhauer 3-9 0-0 
8, Baylee Busteed 0-0 0-0 0, Ally 
Selting 0-5 0-2 0, Ellie Ruterbories 
1-1 0-0 2. Team totals: 20-55 
4-18 48. Spartans team totals: 
9-47 6-13 24. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 4-18 (Keyera 
Eisenhauer 2, Skyler Meis 1, 
Kaylee Ramold 1), Spartans 0-12.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 35 (Ashlynne Charf 7, 
Taylynne Charf 6, Kirsten Krebs 6), 
Spartans 34. Assists — Wolfpack 
14 (Kirsten Krebs 3), Spartans 5. 
Steals — Wolfpack 16 (Taylynne 
Charf 3, Skyler Meis 3, Kirsten 
Krebs 3), Spartans 9. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 20, Spartans 25.

Wolfpack raise record to 5-1 with big
win over Lady Spartans Saturday

Senior Theanna Dunn making 
a move to the basket during first 
half action. E-R photo/DMorgan

It was a sea of hands as Kaylee Ramold (left), Ally Selting (center) and Kirsten Krebs (right) applied the 
defense to this Lady Spartan. Boyd County made just nine of 47 field goal attempts in the game as the 
Wolfpack claimed their fifth victory in a row. E-R photo/DMorgan

Support Our Merchants!
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Mardelle J. Blair, 83, of  Elgin, 
passed away on Thursday, De-
cember 17, 2020 at the Antelope 
Memorial Hospital in Neligh.  

Funeral Services were held 
Tuesday, December 22, 2020 at 

the United Meth-
odist Church in 
Elgin, with Rev. 
Glenn Loy. Inter-
ment will follow 
in the Laurel 
Hill Cemetery, 
Neligh. Visita-
tion was held 
Monday at the 
church. Social 
distancing and 

current Covid-19 DHM’s effec-
tive were followed at the ser-
vices as masks were requested.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin is in charge of  arrange-
ments. Condolences may be 
sent to the family at: www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****

Obituary
Mardelle J. Blair, 83

A native of Antelope County, she was a 50+ year member of the Elgin United Methodist Church.
Mardelle Jean Blair, the 

daughter of  Oscar and Selma 
(Olson) Wilson, was born on 
April 27, 1937, eight miles 
southwest of  Elgin. When 
Mardelle was one year old, 
her parents moved to a farm 
12 miles northwest of  Elgin, 
where she spent the remainder 
of  her childhood. As a youth, 
Mardelle attended country 
church at Antelope Creek. She 
also attended grade school at 
District #112 and graduated 
from Neligh Public Schools in 
1954. Following her high school 
graduation, Mardelle worked 
for two years at the courthouse 
for the County Treasurer.

On May 1, 1955, Mardelle 
was united in marriage with 
John “Jack” Rex Blair at the 
Methodist Church in Neligh. 
They lived in Neligh for six 
months in the Clint Stone-
braker apartment, then moved 
to Elgin, where they lived three 

different places before build-
ing a basement house in 1964. 
They lived there for two years 
before finishing the house. In 
1992, Mardelle and Jack moved 
to their new home at 210 N. 
3rd Street where she resided 
until she moved to The Willows 
Assisted Living in November 
2020.

Mardelle worked as a book-
keeper at Contois Motors, Inc. 
starting in 1975. In March of  
1982, Mardelle and Jack bought 
the Elgin car dealership and 
renamed it Blair Motors, Inc. 
where she continued to work 
until she retired in the spring 
of  1995.

Mardelle was a 50+ year 
member of  the Elgin United 
Methodist Church. Through-
out the years she enjoyed 
bowling league, golf  league, 
crocheting, shopping. Both 
Mardelle and Jack enjoyed 
traveling. Together they went 

to many places including 
Texas, Hawaii, and several dif-
ferent countries.

Mardelle is survived by her 
two sons: Dennis (Priscilla) 
Blair of  Elgin; Kurt (Linda) 
Blair of  Elgin; four grandchil-
dren: Stephanie (Scott) Stuhr 
of  Elgin; Kristen (Jay) Evans 
of  Elgin; Mindy (Chase) Potts 
of  Norfolk; Anthony (Ailysa) 
Blair of  Winfield, KS; nine 
great-grandchildren: Saman-
tha and Wyatt Stuhr; Harper, 
Jackson, and Kayson Evans; 
Aubrey and Skylar Potts; Briar 
and Breccan Blair; two sisters-
in-law; one brother-in-law; as 
well as nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband Jack; 
siblings: Richard Wilson and 
Bonnie Wilson; grandson 
Adam Blair; as well as several 
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-
law.
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Wishing you joy and peace
at Christmas

and throughout
the New Year!

133 W. Washington St.     P.O. Box 218
West Point, NE 68788
Phone: (402) 372-1923

A C
E S

ADVANCED CONSULTING
ENGINEERING SERVICES

Start with a top-ranked Ne-
braska county, pull in a power-
house Rural Fellows duo, add 
an energetic mentor and what 
do you get? A formula for mar-
keting success in Pierce County 
and four of  its communities.  

When speaking of  the sum-
mer 2020 Rural Fellows she su-
pervised, “I’d hire them again 
in a heartbeat,” said Pierce 
County Economic Development 
Director Susan Norris of  the 

2020 Rural Fel-
lows she super-
vised. “They’re 
fresh, youthful, 
energic and 
haven’t heard 
‘no’ 1,000 times 
yet.”  

The fellows 
got a kickstart 
since Pierce 
County is part 
of  the four-
county area 
ranked first in 

the Nebraska Thriving Index 
for quality of  life, economic op-
portunity and diversity, educa-
tion and growth. Further, in an 
era when new generations are 
not expected to fare financially 
as well as previous ones, a 2019 
study commissioned by the 
National 4-H Council with Ne-
braska Extension participating, 
showed the opposite for Pierce 
County youth.   

Judith Grey, a south Florid-
ian graduating December 2020 
from Union College in Lincoln, 
and Marie Meis, a UNL junior 
majoring in journalism from 
rural Elgin, spent the summer 
entrenched in Pierce County. 
Selected as part of  Rural 
Prosperity Nebraska’s Rural 
Fellows program, the energetic 
students were handed a com-
plex marketing task with many 
moving parts. 

Rural Prosperity Nebraska, 
housed in UNL’s Institute 
of  Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, brings together 
Nebraska Extension educa-
tors, students, faculty, partner 
organizations and community 
leaders from across the state 
to address rural challenges 
and identify opportunities for 
growth. In addition to the Ne-
braska Thriving Index, Rural 
Prosperity Nebraska manages 
the Rural Fellows program, 

Rural Fellows takes best to better Pierce County
PJCC graduate Marie Meis one of two fellows’ working with county leaders

which matches students with 
host communities and pro-
vides intense leadership train-
ing and onsite monitoring.  

Because of  the pandemic, 
the usual 10-week fellow-
ship was compressed to eight 
weeks, which required Grey 
and Meis to work at a fever 
pitch to design logos and slo-
gans, create town and county 
promotional videos, write 
media releases and plan com-
munity events.  

Among the programs Meis 
and Grey worked on was 
Pierce County Shop Where I 
Live, which Norris described 
as a “mini Amazon.” The 
program aims to encourage 
local residents to shop both in 
person and online from Pierce 
County retailers. The fellows 
worked to link local business-
es’ Facebook pages to Google 
Maps.   

“Most businesses in this area 
count on Facebook for visibil-

ity,” Norris said. “By linking 
Facebook and Google Maps, 
customers could easily drive to 
the business location.” 

The experience challenged 
the fellows’ skills and under-
scored the value of  teamwork. 
Both ultimately found the expe-
rience fulfilling.  

Grey, a self-proclaimed big 
city girl, says the project was 
a team effort. “Whoever had 

See MEIS, Page 10

Marie
Meis



Court News
All fines in addition to $49 court costs. *Denotes 

an amendment of  original charge(s).
Kristal J. Hammer, McCook, NE 11/3/2020 

speeding 82/65 mph, fined $125 - Lawson.
Jason R. Allen, Papillion, NE 11/5/2020 

speeding 80/65 mph, fined $75 - Detlefsen.
Kristine C. Wright, Plainview, NE 11/12/2020 
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— read the 
Public Notices.

Notice — Estate of Joann Kilpatrick
NOTICE

Estate of JOANN KILPATRICK, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
December 7, 2020, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR20-
41, James R. Kilpatrick, whose 

mailing address is 85822 526th 
Avenue, Neligh, NE 68756, 
and Steven A. Kilpatrick, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 
583, Dubois, WY 82513, have 
been appointed as co-personal 
representatives of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 

their claims with this Court on or 
before February 8, 2021 or be 
forever barred.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicants

PUBLISH: December 9, 16 & 23, 
2020
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — J and S Ag Production LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that J 

and S Ag Production LLC (the 
“Company”) has been organized 
under the laws of the State of Ne-
braska. The designated office of 
the Company is 53151 845 Rd., 
Tilden, NE 68781. The registered 

agent of the Company is Joseph 
Daniel Tegeler, 53151 845 Rd., 
Tilden, NE 68781. The general 
nature of the business will be to 
engage in the transaction of any 
or all lawful business, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 

State of Nebraska. The LLC was 
filed with the State of Nebraska 
October 29 2020. Organizer 
Name: LegalZoom.com, Inc.
PUBLISH: December 16, 23 & 
30, 2020
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Tegeler Cattle Co. LLC
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Tegeler Cattle Co. LLC (the 
“Company”) has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska. The designated office 
of the Company is 53151 845 
Rd., Tilden, NE 68781. The reg-

istered agent of the Company is 
Joseph Daniel Tegeler, 53151 
845 Rd., Tilden, NE 68781. The 
general nature of the business 
will be to engage in the transac-
tion of any or all lawful business, 
for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under 

the laws of the State of Nebras-
ka. The LLC was filed with the 
State of Nebraska October 29 
2020. Organizer Name: Legal-
Zoom.com, Inc.
PUBLISH: December 16,23 & 
30, 2020

Notice of Meeting — Antelope County Commissioners
NOTICE OF MEETING COUN-
TY BOARD OF COMMISSION-
ERS AS A COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, ANTE-

LOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that 

the County Board of Commis-
sioners of Antelope County, Ne-
braska will hold a County Board 
of Equalization meeting in the 

Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
in the Antelope County Court-
house Annex, Neligh, Nebraska 
on January 5th, 2021 at 9:45 AM, 
for the purpose of approving tax 
roll corrections; motor vehicle 
exemptions and various other 
items which may become neces-
sary to act upon.  Meeting will be 
opened to the public.  An agen-

da, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection at 
the Antelope County Clerk’s Of-
fice and may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of an 
emergency nature pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: December 23, 2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
JnS Enterprises Inc. a corpo-

ration, shall engage in any lawful 
business for which a corporation 
may be formed under the Ne-
braska Model Business Corpora-
tion Act.  The aggregate number 
of shares which the Corporation 
shall have authority to issue is 
100 shares of common stock, 
with the par value of $0.001 per 
share. Perpetual existence com-
menced on November 16 2020 
when Articles of Incorporation 

Notice of Incorporation — JnS Enterprises Inc.
were filed with the Secretary of 
State. Affairs are to be conducted 
by the Board of Directors and of-
ficers authorized by the Bylaws 
and the Board. The registered 
office of the corporation is 53151 
845 Rd, Tilden, NE 68781 and 
the registered agent at such ad-

dress is Joseph D. Tegeler. The 
name and street address of the 
incorporator is LegalZoom.com, 
Inc., 101 N. Brand Blvd., 10th 
Floor, Glendale, CA 91203.
PUBLISH: December 23 & 30, 
2020 & January 6, 2021
ZNEZ

By Sherry Tetschner
The Wheeler Central Christ-

mas Concert, under the direc-
tion of  Wheeler Central music 
instructor  Sherry Tetschner,  
was held Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. at the 
new gym in Bartlett.  

COVID procedures were 
followed to allow this event to 
happen. Only members living 
in a participating student's 
house were permitted to attend 
the concert. The program was 
also livestreamed for those 
who could not attend.

The evening began with 
Wheeler Central Giggle and 
Grins Preschool students sing-
ing Twinkle Twinkle Christmas 
Star, Santa is His Name O and 
Away in a Manger. They also 
recited a short poem "Santa."  

K-9 gradeS were next on the 
program singing Drummer 
Boy, Silent Night and We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas. Other 
vocal selections throughout 
the evening  were: 1st grade: 
All I Want For Christmas is My 
Two Front Teeth and Rudolph, 
2nd and 3rd grades:  Children 
Go Where I Send Thee, 2nd-6th 
grades: You're a Mean One Mr. 
Grinch, 5th and 6th grades: 
Rockin Around the Christmas 
Tree, 5th and 6th Grade Sing-
ers: Here Comes Santa Claus 
and Go Tell it on the Mountain, 
7th and 8th grade Girl's Quar-
tet: Mary Did You Know and 
All I Want For Christmas is 
You. 

Instrumental selections were 
— 6th grade band: A Quarter's 
Worth and Hot Cross Buns, Jr. 
High Clarinet Duet: Do You 
Want to Build a Snowman and 
Here Comes Santa Claus and 
7th-9th grade percussion en-
semble: Christmas is Coming.  
"Sing Noel" included 5th-9th 

Wheeler Central students K-9th participating in the Wheeler Central Christmas Concert held Dec. 11. Photos 
submitted

Other preschool students who participated in the Christmas pro-
gram were (l-r): Quaid Kleeb, Aubrey Reiter, Quincy Sallach, Amelia 
Sprout, Boone Sladek, Harper Pahl and Cohen Wright. 

Wheeler Central Giggles and Grins Preschool  students  who partici-
pated in the Wheeler Central Christmas included (l-r): Addison Reed, 
Ridge Smith, Mallory Norrell, Addilyn Swick, Olivia Johnson, Willard 
McCain, Logan Landgren and Ryker Plugge.

grade singers and 7th and 8th 
grade percussion ensemble. 

Due to Covid regulations 
Santa, who normally arrives 
after the Christmas concert, 
had to cancel this year.  Bags of  
candy, provided by the Bartlett 
Fire department, were given to 
students in their classrooms at 

another time.  
Due to Covid regulations no 

cookie reception was held fol-
lowing the program.  

We were very grateful to have 
a live performance and much 
appreciative at all who helped 
to make the concert happen.  

Bartlett News

speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - Detlefsen.
Michael T. Wright 2nd, Plainview, NE 

11/12/2020 speeding 75/65 mph, fined $25 - 
Detlefsen.

Destiny Montanez, Omaha, NE 10/21/2020 no 
valid registration-car/pickup/stepvan, fined 
$25 - Nelson.

Obituary
Christa Uttecht, 92

A native of Germany, she married her husband while he was stationed there.
Christa G. Uttecht, 92, of  Albi-

on, NE, passed away on Friday, 
December 18, 2020 at the Good 
Samaritan Center, Albion, NE.

Services will be held at a lat-
er date in Bella Vista, AR with 
inurnment at the Bella Vista 
Cemetery.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin, NE is in charge of  ar-
rangements. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at: www.
levanderfuneralhome.com. 

*****
Christa Gisela Uttecht, the 

daughter of  Kurt Walter and 
Katharina (Guth) Schubert, 
was born on October 7, 1928 at 
Heidenau, Germany. Christa at-
tended school in Germany and 
graduated from high school.

Christa was united in mar-
riage to Ruben Uttecht, a U.S. 
Soldier, in Germany. The couple 
continued to live in Germany 
while Ruben finished his mili-
tary service. Later the couple 
made their home in Mitchell, 
SD, Chadron, NE, Lincoln, NE 
and retiring in Bella Vista, AR. 

Following Ruben’s death, 
Christa moved to Albion, NE to 
be closer to family. While living 
in Mitchell, Christa assisted 
with catering. Later, when the 
couple moved to Chadron, they 
owned and operated a local mo-
tel. 

Christa also worked in a high 

school cafeteria when they 
lived in Lincoln.

Christa enjoyed knitting, 
crocheting, embroidering, and 
cooking. 

She especially enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family. She 
was a member of  the United 
Methodist Church and the Bel-
la Vista German Club.

Those surviving Christa are 
her three children: Lucille 

(Larry) Waldman of  Shaker 
Heights, OH; Deb (Doug) Jones 
of  Elgin, NE; Mark (Theresa) 
Uttecht of  West Springfield, 
MA; five grandchildren: David 
Waldman; Jennifer VonBonn; 
Jeffrey Waldman; Christopher 
Jones; Lily Uttecht; and five 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband Ruben; 
and one sister: Emmi Pabst.

Christmas spirit. When the excitement of  Santa Claus goes away, 
so does the Christmas magic. It is amazing to see how happy 
and overjoyed children are around the holidays. I am inspired 
to act just the same when it comes to the holidays from now on, 
especially in these times of  uncertainty. So I think I’ll keep doing 
what I do best and listen to my Christmas playlist on repeat, 
watch Christmas movies all night long, and drink my hot cup of  
coffee. If  only we had to the snow to match my Christmas spirit.

From Page Four
View

the most know-how would take 
the lead, and the other would 
assist,” she said. For example, 
Meis, who had some experi-
ence with video development, 
took charge of  creating short 
videos about the county, as well 
as video tours of  the communi-
ties  of  Hadar, Osmond, Pierce 
and Plainview. Grey led poster 
development for the shop local 
effort. They split up logo and 
slogan creation for the county 
and the town of  Pierce.  

Meis used a high-end cell 
phone and a drone for the vid-
eo shoots and said she had to 
learn a lot about editing. Now 
the videos live on YouTube and 
relevant websites.  

“The purpose is to get the 
word out about why this is 
a great place to live,” Meis 
said. “It’s about community 
pride and focusing on assets 
and amenities, not deficits.” 
Videos focus on themes of  live, 
grow, learn and build in Pierce 
County.  

Grey was proud of  her work 
with the logo and slogan -- 
stronger together -- for Pierce 
County. Meis took the market-
ing lead for the town of  Pierce 
which, due to its proximity to 
larger Norfolk, didn’t claim 
much of  an identity. 

In an effort to revitalize 
Pierce, Norris led efforts to 
participate in UNL’s Entrepre-
neurial Communities Activa-
tion Process. Meis’ slogan for 
the effort is Pierce Building for 
the Future.  

Norris already has applied 
for two Rural Fellows for 
summer 2021. Communities 
pay $5,000 per student plus a 

total of  $2,000 for housing and 
additional expenses. For 2021, 
UNL’s Institute of  Agriculture 
and Natural Resources is offer-
ing grants for up to $2,000 per 
student fellow to help commu-
nities cover the cost. The 2020 
Pierce County fellows stayed in 
campus apartments in Norfolk, 
thanks to a partnership with 
Northeast Community College.  

Grey, who is job hunting, 
plans to launch her own busi-
ness selling a plant-based skin-
care product line, and Norris is 
helping with her with business 
planning. 

Meis still has a few years left 
before she finishes college and 
believes her fellows experi-
ence has set her up for success. 
“Susan (Norris) taught me 
important leadership skills,” 
she said.  

The fellows made an im-
pact on the communities they 
served, too. Norris took them 
to every meeting in town and 
required that they do a press 
release every couple of  weeks 
outlining their work. 

“They became semi-famous,” 
she said. 

Jordan Rasmussen, Rural 
Prosperity Nebraska Extension 
educator in the northeast part 
of  the state, said that bringing 
students to rural places can 
feed the employment pipeline. 
After seeing how much impact 
they had in the community, 
“we hope they’ll come back,” 
Rasmussen said. “You can 
make a living here and make a 
good life here.”  

To apply as a Rural Fellows 
host or student, see www.rural-
prosperityne.unl.edu.  

By Jane Schuchardt

From Page 11
Meis

Stay
Informed!

suggested we begin the tradition of  giving her a carving and a 
poinsettia. Although I can’t say how many she had received over 
the years, I know it is quite a few. I am thinking we gave the first 
one in 1990 and gave her one every year after that.” Evelyn was 
also one of  only three individuals to receive Jim’s hand-carved 
nativity scenes. Smiling, Betty added, “I am still waiting to get 
mine.”  

Unfortunately, Betty may have to wait a little longer as the 
request list for Jim’s carvings continues to grow. He now creates 
over sixty Santa’s every year, and the demand for more keeps 
coming. Although much time has gone into perfecting his craft, 
Jim shared, “I feel like I am still trying to learn.” As part of  
that learning process, Jim has become an active member of  the 
Northeast Carvers, a group that meets the first Saturday of  every 
month to learn skills from other area carvers.  

It is apparent, upon entering the Getzfred home, the time and 
dedications Jim commits to his craft. As you cross through the 
front door, you immediately step into a magical “Santa workshop’ 
where he spends a great deal of  his time preparing for the holi-
day.  A large desk with his growing set of  12 carving knives and 
paintbrushes is stationed in the corner of  the room. Tables filled 
with his latest creations to be gifted are on display.  It is a special 
place. 

 As I ended my interview and was ready to leave, I was again 
able to pass through his workshop. Before leaving, I found myself  
just standing in the middle of  the room, trying to take in all that 
surrounded me.  I carefully examined the uniqueness of  each 
Santa. I then asked Jim what feeling he hoped people would have 
when receiving his creations. He simply stated, “I hope they 
make people smile.” Taking another step towards the door, I was 
again stopped when Jim asked me if  I would like to pick one out 
to take home. From the table filled with his beautiful carvings, 
I made my selection and felt a big smile come to my face as I 
walked out the door. 

From Page One
Getzfred
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Students from Elgin Public 
School and Pope John XXIII 
Central Catholic have been 
selected to 
the Fall 2020-
21 Nebraska 
Chiropractic 
Physicians 
Association 
(NCPA) 
Academic All-
State Awards. 
Making the 
announcement 
was the 
Nebraska 
School 
Activities Association.

Jack
Wemhoff

Colton
Wright

Ally
Selting

Marissa
Preister

Six local students selected for
Academic All-State recognition

Trista
Hemenway

William
Heilhecker

Selected from PJCC were:
Ally Selting and Trista 

Hemenway — Play Production
Ally Selting 

and Marissa 
Preister — 
Volleyball

Recognized 
from Elgin 
High School 
were:

Colton 
Wright and 
Jack Wemhoff  
— Football

William 
Heilhecker 

and Jack Wemhoff  — Play 

Shop At Home!

New Arrivals
Monday, December 28: Hot beef, mashed potatoes, corn, 

peaches, milk.
Tuesday, December 29: Beef  and noodles soup, Jello w/

pineapple, carrots & celery, cucumber salad, rolls, milk.
Wednesday, December 30: Goulash, pea salad, beets, pears, 

garlic toast, milk.
Thursday, December 31: Closed — New Year’s Eve.
Friday, January 1: Closed — New Year’s Day.

Elgin Community Center/Menus
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