
Our Christmas Issue
Letters to Santa, Pages 8, 9 & 10

$1
God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 64 degrees recorded 
on December 15. The low was 
six degrees on December 18. 

Altogether, 0.28 of  an inch 
precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Dec 13 46 22   
Dec 14 46 28  
Dec 15 64 23  0.28
Dec 16 50 24    
Dec 17 38 11    
Dec 18 18 06  
Dec 19 42 16    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.28
Total for December ........ .. 0.73
Total for 2021 ................. ..22.11

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Notice of  Public Hearings 
(2) — Antelope County

Notice of  Incorporation — 
Stoltz Exotics, L.L.C.

Invitation to Bid — Ante-
lope County

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Equalization

Proceedings — District #18 
Board of  Education

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Melvern 
Heithoff  

Notice — Estate of  Sonya K. 
Wickersham

Notice of  Meeting — An-
telope County Board of  Equal-
ization

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
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Local students
earn NSAA
academic honors

The District #18 Board 
of  Education and the Elgin 
Education Association have 
reached an agreement on 
teacher contracts for the 
2022/23 and 2023/24 school 
years.

Meeting one day later than 
previously planned due to 
the severe weather which 
gripped much of  the state last 
Wednesday, the board met 
Thursday night and moved 
quickly through the action 
agenda.

The board approved a 2.67 
percent increase in salaries 
for teachers. Teacher base 
salaries will increase by $1,000 
each year. According to board 
member Luke Hinkle who 
was part of  the negotiating 
committee, everything else will 
stay the same (hours, school 
days, insurance).

He said the pay package 
puts the school district in the 
top half  of  comparable school 
districts in the area.

The board then turned their 
attention to a new contract 
for Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus. 

With his initial two-year 
contract to expire at the end 
of  the 2020-21 school year, the 
board offered a 2.7 percent 
salary increase.

As Brockhaus looked on, 
Board President Steve Busteed 
asked if  all board members 
were comfortable with the two-
year contract. 

In response, board member 
Ron Bode said he wasn’t real 
comfortable with the two-year 
deal, noting the difference in 
compensation between years 
one and two.

Hinkle said the two-year 
contract brings stability to the 

District #18, EEA reach
two-year agreement 

school.
The consensus of  the board 

was that they were good 
with either a one or two-year 
deal. The matter was then 
tabled, saying board member 
Todd Heithoff  (absent from 
the meeting) should be able 
to attend and vote on the 
contract. 

Since Thursday night’s 
meeting, the school board 
has announced the time and 
date of  a special meeting. The 
board will meet on Wednesday, 
December 22 (today) at 12:30 
p.m. in the distance learning 
room at the high school. The 
only item on the ‘action’ 
agenda is to approve the 
superintendent’s contract.

In other action:
No expansion — Brockhaus 

informed the board that 
Ainsworth Public School will 
NOT be joining the Niobrara 
Valley Conference. The vote of  
conference members was nine 
“against” and seven “in favor” 
of  allowing Ainsworth to join 
the NVC.

Ironically, Ainsworth will 
be on the minds of  district 
patrons for the next two school 
years as the Wolfpack football 
team will play Ainsworth 
as part of  the new football 
district announced recently by 
the NSAA.

Loy finds faith message
in holiday movie classics
By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

“It came without ribbons! It came without tags! It came with-
out packages, boxes, or bags!” This famous line taken from Dr. 
Suess’s “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” became part of  the 
sermon shared by Pastor Brian Loy during a recent Sunday ser-
vice at the Elgin United Methodist Church.  

Dressed from head to toe in a Grinch costume he had borrowed 
from a friend; the pastor entered the sanctuary to the deep bass 
music of  “You’re a Mean One Mr. Grinch” He described, “It was 
very well received. There were smiles, giggles, and laughs while I 
handed out candy canes.”   

This is not the first time Pastor Loy has used movies to help 

See GRINCH, Page 10

Students from Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic and 
Elgin High schools joined oth-
ers across the state in being 
selected for the Fall 2020-21 
Academic All-State Awards.

Selected from PJCC were:
Taylynne Charf  and Skyler 

Meis — Volleyball
Trista Hemenway and Linus 

Borer — Play Production
Carter Beckman — Football
Recognized from Elgin High 

School were:
Ethan Hinkle — Football
William Heilhecker and 

Corbin Kinney — Play Produc-
tion.

PJCC honorees (l-r) Trista Hem-
enway, Taylynne Charf, Linus 
Borer, Carter Beckman and Sky-
ler Meis.

Selected from EPS were (l-
r): William Heilhecker, Ethan 
Hinkle and Corbin Kinney. E-R 
photos

Elgin UMC Pastor Brian Loy as the Grinch. Photo submitted

The Elgin Young N Lively has chosen the home of Ryan and Jessie Reestman as the December 
2021 Yard of the Month. According to the committee, homes were looked at in terms of Christmas 
decorations more than Christmas lights. Here, Jessie relaxes in her front entry, adorned with the 
red and white colors of Christmas. Congratulations to Ryan and Jessie!  E-R photo/LMorgan

December Yard
of  the Month
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Germann “loved what she 
did” with the National Park 
Service/USDA Forest Service

Elgin native Denise Ger-
mann has been spending time 
in her hometown this holi-
day season, catching up with 
friends and family. While the 
Montana resident is enjoying 
her time in her hometown, she 
is also using that time trying 
to adjust to life after retire-
ment.

The former Grand Teton 
National Park Public Affairs 
Officer retired in August after 
34 years of  government ser-
vice, with 17 years each with 
the National Park Service and 
USDA Forest Service.

Denise, the daughter of  Phil 
and Barb Stuhr, grew up in El-
gin and graduated from Pope 
John XXIII Central Catholic 

High School in 1983.  She at-
tended Northeast Community 
College and Kearney State 
College.  Days after gradua-
tion with a journalism/public 
relations degree, she began 
working at Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial as a sea-
sonal interpreter.  She believed 
it would be a fun summer job 
before getting a “real” job.  
Little did she know that public 
land management would be 
her career!

Denise’s seasonal career 
also included the Harry S Tru-

Germann retires from National
Park/USDA Forest Service

Denise Germann recently retired after many years in the National 
Park/USDA Forest Service. Photo submitted

The 2021 Elgin Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster winners were announced last 
week. Local winners are pictured above (l-r): Harlie Tyler, 1st in 11-14 age division; Camry Kittelson, 
2nd in 11-14 age division; Sawyer Veik, 2nd in 8-10 age division; Harmon Borer, 1st place in 8-10 age 
division; Emery Borer, 1st in 5-7 age division; Brooke Borer, 2nd in 5-7 ag division; and Grand Knight 
Mark Tharnish. The posters will be judged next at regional level. E-R photo/LMorgan

‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ poster contest held

See GERMANN, Page 10
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Sixty Years Ago
December 14, 1961

The Elgin UCF (United 
Christian Fellowship) with 
the young people of  the 
Park Congregational, First 
Presbyterian, and Methodist 
Churches have set the evening 
to go caroling to the shut-ins 

Looking Back
in Elgin.  They are planning to 
sing to guests in the Plantation 
Manor, and then assemble at 
the Methodist Church. 

Four days of  snowfall in 
this area was accompanied by 
subzero temperatures nearly 
every night from Friday 
through Wednesday. Snow and 
mist Friday caused hazardous 
driving on all highways in this 
territory. The storm continued 
intermittently Saturday 
with clear skies causing 
the mercury to skid five 
degrees below zeros Sunday 
morning.  More snow fell 
Sunday evening and continued 
through Monday night with 
temperature readings of  5 to 8 
below Tuesday morning.     

Fifty Years Ago
December 23, 1971 

John Kerkman, 11, won the 
“world’s largest stocking” given 
away by the Bank of  Elgin. 
John, stood by the stocking, 
which was as tall as the large 
white Christmas tree standing 
in the bank lobby. John is the 
son of  Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
Kerkman. 

The Fred Iburg residence 
was judged first in the outdoor 

lighting while the Herman 
Ridder residence was judged 
second and Rosella DeVille 
placed third in the Elgin 
Christmas lighting and 
decoration contests. 

Dorothy Newton took first 
on inside religious and Lyle 
Mackel first in mythical.  
Second in the indoor went to 
Mrs. Dean Henn and second in 
indoor mythical went to Deb 
and Sue Richart. 

Honorable mention was 
given to three residents as 
judging was close. They were 
Jerry Mundorf, Mrs. Paul and 
Dave Schlenz and Chuck and 
Lois Gregor. 

Prize money, furnished 
by Nebraska Public Power 
DIstrict for outdoor lighting 
contests, were as follows, Mrs. 
Fred Iburg $15, Herman Ridder 
$10, and Rosella Deville, $5    

Thirty Years Ago

Community News

December 18, 1991
Brad Clark, a junior at Elgin 

Public High School, was named 
Most Outstanding Actor in the 
Class D State Play Production 
held in Grand Island on 
December 14.

Clark played the lead role 
of  Paul Haselman in the EHS 
production of  “Silent Snow, 
Secret Show”  this year. 

By Jessie Reestman
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

I’m dreaming of  a supply chain-hampered 
Christmas. But that’s not necessarily a bad thing.

Perhaps it will be simpler with fewer gifts and 
more warm memories as we focus on the real 
meaning of  the holiday and share with friends and 
family. If  you’re living in this country, you still 
have an abundance compared with most of  the rest 

of  the world even if  those 
large cargo ships stacked 
with containers of  stuff  
can’t make it to port.

I’m not an economist, 
but as an observer of  the 
sum total of  contributing 
events, here’s a somewhat 
simplified version of  what 
this is all about. Beyond 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
natural disasters, cyber-
security breaches, trade 
disputes and more have 
taken their toll. Industry 
experts reassure us that 
supply chains – the func-
tion of  getting manufac-
tured goods to market -- are 
adapting and rebounding.  

The Economist magazine 
recently published results 
of  a survey about the 

impact of  disruptions. Shipping problems persist, 
factory floor capacity remains diminished, con-
sumer needs and spending patterns have changed, 
and the biggest factor—a once-in-a-century 
pandemic—remains a potent global force whose 
resurgence is uncertain and one whose remaining 
effects have yet to be realized. 

A global pandemic collided with simmering 
social unrest exacerbated by unemployment, eco-
nomic recession, and political chaos. Devastating 
natural disasters like ravaging wildfires in Cali-
fornia and a deluge of  floods and tornadoes in the 
Midwest have been contributing factors according 
to industry consultants GEP.

The pandemic hit manufacturing hard, said 
the industry consultants West Monroe. One of  
the first blows was government categorization of  
essential and non-essential businesses. Some in 
the latter category were forced to completely shut 
down or drastically reduce production. Others 
deemed essential were stretched to the limit trying 
to keep up with demand. As the pandemic wore 
on, consumer needs and spending patterns also 
drastically changed, some industries experienced 
unprecedented demand and success, while others 
struggled to remain relevant. 

So, what’s left for Christmas that isn’t impacted 
by all this? I see four things that are readily avail-
able at little or no cost. In fact, most are in abun-
dant supply. Faith, hope, love and peace.

someone this Christmas; it will likely give them 
hope as well. 

Love is a set of  emotions and behaviors charac-
terized by intimacy, passion, and commitment. It 
involves care, closeness, protectiveness and trust. 
Love can vary in intensity and can change over 
time. It is associated with a range of  positive emo-
tions, including happiness, excitement and life 
satisfaction. You can love Christmas cookies. You 
can love your family and friends. Be sure to not 
only tell them, but show them.

Peace is freedom from disturbance, a feeling of  
tranquility. To the extent possible, be the peace, the 
peacemaker, in the hubbub that is often Christmas. 
Bite your tongue if  you must but do your best.

      Have a very Merry Christmas, even without 
stuff !.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

Faith is defined as confidence or trust in a per-
son, thing, or concept.  In the context of  religion, 
one can define faith as “belief  in God or in the doc-
trines or teachings of  religion.” Others who are 
more skeptical of  religion tend to think of  faith as 
simply belief  without evidence, complete trust or 
confidence in someone or something.

Surely you have faith in something that can 
be shared with loved ones. Do it in a face-to-face 
heartfelt conversation, if  possible. You may even 
need to tell the other person that you have faith 
in them. This works not only with those who are 
struggling, but also those who seem to have it all 
together. Trust me, I don’t think anybody has it 
ALL together.

Hope is an optimistic state of  mind based on an 
expectation of  positive outcomes with respect to 
events and circumstances in one’s life or the world 
at large. It is an anticipatory emotion that causes 
us to “expect with confidence” and “to cherish a 
desire with anticipation.” Share your hope with 

It’s looking like a supply-chain hampered Christmas

America is the shining city 
on a hill, and we need strong, 
democratic partners around the 
world to help defend Western ide-
als of  liberty and human rights. 
Weakness in the face of  provoca-
tions from foreign enemies who 
openly oppose these ideals, such 
as China and Russia, threatens 
the freedom, and in some cases 
the very survival, of  friends and 
allies we have fought alongside to 
liberate. Clarity and consistency 
in securing our prerogatives and 
standing with those who aspire 
to freedom, democracy, and self-
determination around the world 
is vital.

Unfortunately, the Biden 
Administration has repeatedly 
flip-flopped on its stance toward 
a potential Russian invasion of  
Ukraine. They have also shown 
blatant disregard of  Chinese ef-
forts to isolate Taiwan and have 
blundered by openly considering 
a unilateral end-of-war declara-
tion in Korea, which without 

a doubt 
would 
embolden 
the North 
Korean 
regime to 
further ex-
pand their 
nuclear 
weapons 
program.

The for-
eign policy 
decisions 
coming 
from the 
White 
House 
could have 
dramatic 
conse-
quences 

in the future. Because of  the 
seriousness of  the situation, I 
recently joined my colleagues 
to urgently request the Biden 
Administration reverse course 
on its dangerous strategy with 
North Korea, including the for-
mal end-of-war declaration. Such 
a declaration would pose great 
risk to our allies in the region, 
especially South Korea and 
Japan, and would diminish our 
military’s ability to adequately 
counter China in East Asia. On 
the Korean Peninsula, peace re-
mains our foremost goal, but this 
can only be accomplished after 
North Korean denuclearization, 
not before.

Due to Russia’s increasingly 
threatening behavior in East-
ern Europe, I also cosponsored 
resolutions which prioritize 
support for our free and demo-
cratic allies in the region. This 
includes H.Res. 831 to encourage 
the establishment of  a NATO 
Center for Democratic Resil-
ience. Leveraging the NATO 
partnership to provide additional 
resources to member, partner, 
and aspiring states increases 
the versatility and effectiveness 
of  the partnership and counters 
Russian attempts to undermine 
the stability of  the region. I also 
support H.Res. 833, a bipartisan 
resolution expressing America’s 
backing of  the independence and 
territorial integrity of  Moldova, 
a fledging eastern European de-
mocracy threatened by Russian 
interference.

Our Constitution establishes 
the President of  the United 
States as Commander in Chief  in 
order to ensure consistency and 
strength in our diplomacy. Presi-
dent Biden and his foreign policy 
advisors at the White House and 
State Department are failing to 
provide either. 

There is too much at stake for 
both us and our allies who aspire 
to these shared values to allow 
the President to fail in this basic 
duty. Rest assured, I will continue 
my work in Washington on be-
half  of  Nebraskans to right the 
ship and chart a foreign policy 
agenda which achieves a better 
future.

Prioritizing
foreign policy

Families and businesses with 
healthy finances follow a budget.  
Families have to watch their spending 
to meet day-to-day needs and be pre-
pared for future expenses.  Businesses 
must keep costs lower than revenues 
to meet payroll and make a profit. 

State government is no different.  
We have to set a budget and stick to it 
to be successful.  As public servants, 
we have a special obligation to be 
responsible with taxpayer dollars.

Before I took 
office, State 
spending was 
growing at 
6.5% a year—an 
unsustainable 
pace.  During 
my time as 
Governor, the 
State has passed 
four budgets.  
We’ve success-
fully limited the 
average annual 
rate of  growth 
to 2.5%.  At 
the same time, 
we’ve improved 
the delivery of  
government 
services to our 
customers—
the people of  

Nebraska.  We’ve also achieved strong 
economic growth in Nebraska.  This 
has increased State revenues, which 
continue to surpass expectations.

This combination of  budget disci-
pline and growth has made it pos-
sible for the State to deliver historic 
amounts of  tax relief.  Nebraskans 
will see over $2.0 billion of  total tax 
relief  over the next two years, includ-
ing $1.9 billion in direct property tax 
relief.  This is the equivalent of  20% 
of  our General Fund budget going to 
tax relief. As my team prepares for 
the 2022 legislative session, I have 

Growing responsibility across our state
three priorities to control spending 
and maintain our state’s financial 
health.  First, Senators must slow 
growth of  local government taxes to 
protect the property tax relief  we’ve 
delivered.  

Second, the State must use federal 
stimulus funds to support one-time 
projects rather than creating new 
programs that will require ongoing 
funding.  

Third, Senators must stick to the 
two-year budget passed last year and 
avoid adding new spending.

This session, Senators need to 
take action to limit the growth rate 
of  local government tax increases.  
Otherwise, the tax relief  provided by 
the State will simply result in new 
spending by local political subdivi-
sions such as primary and secondary 
schools. 

In the 2021 legislative session, I 
supported LB 408 to limit the annual 
growth of  local government property 
taxes to 3%.  

This reasonable limit would have 
prevented property tax bills from 
increasing faster than families can 
afford.  We nearly advanced the bill, 
falling just 4 votes short of  moving it 
forward.  In 2022, I’ll work with Sena-
tors on new plans to slow property 
tax growth to ensure our property tax 
relief  benefits hardworking Nebraska 
families.

As we look to restrain local tax 
increases, we must also guard against 
the expansion of  state government.  
During next year’s 60-day session, 
the Legislature will decide how to 
spend funds received by the State as 
part of  the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) of  2021.  Senators need to 
make sure these one-time ARPA dol-
lars are devoted to one-time projects.  
Otherwise, the ARPA money could 
end up growing the size of  govern-
ment and putting the burden on 
future generations of  Nebraskans to 

pay for it. Finally, Senators need to be 
prepared to say “no” to special inter-
est groups looking to take advantage 
of  the State’s strong financial posi-
tion.  

We worked hard to rein in spend-
ing when setting the current two-year 
budget.  Now isn’t the time to take 
on more spending with costly budget 
adjustments.

Nebraska has a rock-solid tradition 
of  financial responsibility.  Moody’s 
Investors Services ranks us as the 
least indebted state government in 
the country.  Since 2011, the State has 
achieved a AAA credit rating from 
S&P Global—the highest rating pos-
sible. 

In September, Truth in Accounting 

ranked Nebraska #7 nationally in 
its 2021 Financial State of  the States.  
“Unlike most states, Nebraska had 
more than enough resources avail-
able...to pay all of  its bills, including 
public employees’ retirement ben-
efits,” said the report.  “This means 
Nebraska’s elected officials truly 
balanced their budgets.” Every ses-
sion, senators have a duty to be good 
stewards of  taxpayer dollars.  

As they convene next month, let’s 
all heed the reminder carved on the 
side of  our State Capitol: “The Salva-
tion of  the State is Watchfulness in 
the Citizen.” 

 I encourage you to be vigilant 
about how Senators plan to spend the 
people’s money. 
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Patricia  L. “Pat” Starman, 89 
of  Elgin, passed away Sunday, 
December 19, 2021 at the Boone 
County Health Center, Albion, 
NE.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial will 
be 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, De-
cember 28, 2021 
at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church 
in Elgin, with 
burial to follow 
in the parish 

cemetery. 
Visitation will be 6 - 7 p.m. 

Monday, December 27, 2021 at 
the church, with a 7 p.m. wake 
service.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials 

Patricia L. “Pat” Starman, 89
A native of Hospers, Iowa, she loved her faith, family and friends.

Obituary

are suggested to St. Boniface 
Church, St. Boniface School, 
Pope John High School or the 
American Lung Association.

Levander Funeral Home of  
Elgin is in charge of  the ar-
rangements. 

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.levanderfu-
neralhome.com. 

*****
Patricia “Pat” Lois, daugh-

ter of  V.M. and Francis (Stall-
man) McCarty, was born Sept. 
17, 1932 at Hospers, Iowa. She 
graduated from Hartley High 
School at Hartley, Iowa in 
1951. She went to Omaha and 
worked as a bookkeeper for 
Eppley Hotel Inc.

On August 21. 1954 she 
married Raymond J. “Ray” 

Starman at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church at Hartley, Iowa. To 
this union six children were 
born: Dennis, Steven, David, 
Thomas, Kenneth and Mark. 
They lived on the farm (Star-
man Homestead) until Ray’s 
death and in 2006 Pat bought a 
house in Elgin. Pat loved her 
faith, family and friends. She 
enjoyed quilting, cards and 
reading.

Pat belonged to St. Boniface 
Altar Society, Renew Group, 
“Elgin 12” Extension Womens 
Club and Red Hats. In 1979 Pat 
received the “Good Neighbor 
Award”.

She is survived by six sons: 
Dennis of  Elgin; Steven of  
Mesa, AZ; David of  Hephzibah, 
GA; Thomas (Tina) of  Byers, 

CO; Kenneth (Jamie) of  Gill, 
CO; Mark of  Sergeant Bluff, 
IA; seven grandchildren: five 
great-grandchildren; one 
brother Larry McCarty of  Col-
orado: four sisters: Rosemary 
Salber of  Oregon; Janice Benz 
of  Omaha, Yvonne Kopp of  
Omaha and Marilyn Newman 
of  Canada; two sisters-in-law: 
Marla McCarty of  Omaha and 
Mary Kay McCarty of  Colo-
rado; along with many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

Patricia was preceded in 
death by her parents, twin 
brother Patrick in infancy, her 
husband Raymond in 2002, two 
sisters: Charlotte Meyers and 
Ruth Adams and 4 brothers: 
Clifford, Paul, Don and Dan.

Raymond 
Alan Boyer, 65, 
of  Salina, Kan., 
passed away 
Thursday, De-
cember 16, 2021. 
He was born 
on March 27, 
1956, in Salina 
to Dean and 
Louise (Ditto) 

Boyer.
Raymond graduated from 

Salina South High School in 
1974 and attended Kansas State 
University in Manhattan. 

He was a strong supporter 
of  his children’s school and 
sport activities and worked as 
a conductor for Union Pacific 
Railroad for over 40 years. Ray-
mond enjoyed restoring and 
riding his 1951 Harley David-
son motorcycle; following KSU 
football and basketball; and 

taking his sons to the Indy 500. 
He also loved spending time 

on the slopes skiing in Colo-
rado with his family.

He is preceded in death by: 
his parents; first wife, Angela 
(Crable) Boyer; and brother-in-
law, Steven Davis.

Survivors include: his wife, 
Kristine (Jillson) Boyer, of  
the home; sons, Bradly Boyer 
(Jessica), of  Goddard, Nicho-
las Boyer, of  Salina; daughter, 
Danielle Lindberg (Jared), 
of  University Heights, OH; 
step-mother, Henrietta “Hank” 
Boyer, of  Salina; grandchil-
dren, Ethan and Angela 
Boyer; brothers, Gary Boyer 
(Lavenna), of  Lawrence, and 
Brian Boyer (Debra), of  Ox-
ford, FL; and sisters, Janice 
Wilcox (Ron) and Jolene Davis, 
both of  Salina.

The family kindly requests 

that masks be worn. Visitation 
was held Tuesday, December 
21, from 4-8 p.m. at Ryan Mortu-
ary, Salina, with family present 
from 5-7 p.m.. 

Burial will be at 12:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, December 22 
(today), at Roselawn Memorial 

Park, Salina, with the funeral 
service to follow at 2 p.m. at 
Sunrise Presbyterian Church, 
Salina.

Memorials may be made to 
the Salina Animal Shelter or 
the American Heart Associa-
tion, in care of  Ryan Mortuary.

Raymond A. Boyer, 65
A Kansas native, he was a conductor for Union Pacific Railroad for over 40 years.
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Best Christmas
present ever

With Christmas just days 
away, so many are anxious to 
find wrapped items under their 
trees.

Earlier this week, helping the 
staff, I and our intern Olivia 
Klein keyboarded “Letters to 
Santa” submitted by the two 
elementary schools here in 
Elgin.

These letters every year show 
me just how out of  touch I am 
with what youngsters want.

I’ve learned all about Dog 
Man books, popits and a slew 
of  other wish list wants.

Absent from many of  the 
letters 
were 
sports 
items like 
footballs, 
basket-
balls and 
Husker-
related 
items. I 
guess its 
a sign of  
the times 
because 
when the 
Huskers 
are 
mighty, 
Santa 
fills his 
bag with 
numer-
ous Scar-

let & Cream items. But not this 
year. My favorite Christmas 
present ever, as a child, was an 
electric football game. 

Dad remembered how 
much fun I had with the 
neighborhood kids playing 
their game. He found one at a 
Gambles store.

It was the most generic of  
electric football games. The 
players were made of  pre-
molded plastic, the footballs 
were some kind of  pre-cut 
cotton. Those footballs got 
lost after awhile so you would 
make your own footballs to 
use. There was a small set of  
numbers you could affix to the 
backs of  the players.

One team was all white, the 
other all red. It didn’t take long 
to get tired of  those two colors 
so out would come the paint 
brushes and one team took 
on the colors of  the Chicago 
Bears, the red team stayed red. 
The Bears featured Gale Sayers 
and Dick Butkus, the reds 
were the Kansas City Chiefs. I 
cannot tell you the number of  
hours I played that game alone.

As the years passed, electric 
football took a back seat to cars 
and ... By the time I headed 
to Kearney State College in 
1978, the game was a distant 
memory. College has a way of  
changing one’s priorities.

Merry Christmas everyone!

EPPJ wrestlers claim three medals at Saturday Invite
ELGIN — It was one heckuva 

show.
Thirteen teams participated 

Saturday in the Wolfpack 
Wrestling Invite held at St. 
Boniface Gymnasium. The 
storied venue again was 
rocking as fans witnessed 
some excellent high school 
wrestling.

Wolfpack Coach Mike Zegers 
said his team continues to 
improve. “I was real happy 
with all the kids … Actually 
we’re ahead of  where I thought 
we’d be.”

There was the expected 
strong performance by 
Wolfpack 126-pound wrestler 
Carter Beckman. He boosted 
his season record to 11-0 with 
three victories, one by pin. In 

the championship match he 
won 8 to 4 over Plainview’s 
Jordan Mosel.

“I just give it my best 
effort,” Beckman said about 
the tournament. “I just kind 
of  went out there with the 
mentality if  I give it my all 
there’s no way I can lose.”

Sophomore Samuel 
Hemenway overcame a second 
round loss to come back and 
place third in the 195-pound 
weight class. In the consolation 
finals he made quick work of  
Dominick Dohmen of  Twin 
River, pinning him in 2:36.

“You can get points,” 
Hemenway said about the 
consolation finals. “But there 
comes a point in time where 
you just got to finish it (the 

match).”
The third medalist for 

the Wolfpack was Kaeden 
Schwarting. In the consolation 
finals, Schwarting was 
pinned by Abraham Lopez 
of  Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic.

Several other Wolfpack 
wrestlers showed well against 
tough competition. Senior 
Thomas Warnke evened his 
season record at 3-3, with 
victories over Dominic 
Johnson (GACC) and Grady 
Kelly (Central Valley), both by 
pins.

Dylon Parks picked up his 
first pin of  the season. pinning 
Pender’s Layton Gralheer in 
1:46. Teammate Jack Barlow 
had an unlucky draw and was 
pinned in both of  his matches.

“The Wolfpack Invite is 
still one of  the premiere 
tournaments in the area 
… There’s a handful of  
state champions who were 
competing in the building 
today,” Zegers said.

Plainview won the team title 
with 144.5 points, Summerland 
was second at 130.5 and Twin 
River took third with 124 
points. EPPJ finished ninth 
out of  the 13-team field with 
54 points. This was the last 
tournament the Wolfpack will 
compete in before Christmas. 
They will return early in 
January to compete at the 
Burwell Invite.

Individual Wolfpack results 
were:

113 pounds — Landon 
Hansen (Plainview) 10-3 won 

by fall over Kaeden Schwarting 
(Elgin Pubic/Pope John) 1-6 
(Fall 1:37); Cannon Holley 
(Central Valley) 7-5 won by fall 
over Schwarting (Fall 3:18); 
Abraham Lopez (Guardian 
Angels Central Catholic) 8-8 
won by fall over Schwarting 
(Fall 0:20)

126 — Carter Beckman 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 11-0 
won by fall over Willis Mast 
(Summerland) 1-5 (Fall 1:35); 

Beckman won in sudden 
victory over Trey Johnson 
(Pender) 10-8 (SV-1 5-3); 
Beckman won by decision over 
Jordan Mosel (Plainview) 8-4 
(Dec 8-2)

138 — Bo Pokorny (Central 
Valley) 10-5 won by fall over 
Jack Barlow (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 0-6; Barlow received 
a bye; Jordan Timmerman 

See INVITE, Page Seven

Columbus · Omaha · O’Neill · Petersburg

GPSbanks.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
 All locations closing at noon on Christmas Eve 

and closed Christmas Day.

Samuel Hemenway finished third in the 195-pound division, pinning 
three of the four opponents he faced Saturday. E-R photo/DMorgan

Undefeated this season Carter 
Beckman (above) had Plain-
view’s Jordan Mosel all messed 
up in the finals of the 126-pound 
division. E-R photo/DMorgan



7 SportsWednesday, December 22, 2021 
The Elgin Review

(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 9-7 won by fall over 
Barlow (Fall 1:21)

145 — Bo Oligmueller 
(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 10-8 won by fall 
over Dylon Parks (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 1-6 (Fall 
0:34); Parks won by fall over 
Layton Gralheer (Pender) 
3-8 (Fall 1:46); Keaton Thiele 
(Summerland) 7-6 won by fall 
over Parks (Fall 1:59)

145 — Thomas Warnke (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 3-3 won 
by fall over Dominic Johnson 
(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 3-7 (Fall 1:44); Kyle 
Oakley (Central Valley) 9-2 
won by fall over Warnke (Fall 
0:16); Warnke won by fall over 
Grady Kelly (Central Valley) 
1-4 (Fall 1:26); Bo Oligmueller 
(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 10-8 won by fall over 
Warnke (Fall 4:32)

195 — Samuel Hemenway 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 8-4 
won by fall over Dominick 
Dohmen (Twin River) 1-7 
(Fall 0:33); Stone Swantek 
(Nebraska Christian) 9-1 won 
by fall over Hemenway (Fall 
1:51); Hemenway won by fall 
over Cohen Muncie (Pender) 
0-9 (Fall 0:24); Hemenway won 
by fall over Dominick Dohmen 
(Twin River) 1-7 (Fall 2:36)

220 — Dax Doernemann 
(Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic) 9-6 won by fall over 
David Durre (Elgin Public/
Pope John) 0-6 (Fall 1:24); 
Durre received a bye; Grayson 
Petersen (Plainview) 8-8 won 
by fall over David Durre 
(Elgin/Pope John) 0-6 (Fall 
1:39)

From Page Six
Invite

Letter winners on this year’s Wolfpack football team are (front row, l-r): Samuel Hemenway, Linus Borer, 
Taylor Beckman, Carter Beckman, Gage Thiessen, Jack Wemhoff and Cale Kinney. Back row: Blake 
Henn, Ethan Hinkle, David Durre, Nick Anderson, Paiton Hoefer, Colton Wright, Austin Good and Dylon 
Lueking. E-R photo/DMorgan

Earning ‘Player of the Year’ awards were (l-r): Taylor Beckman 
(practice), Colton Wright (special teams), Dylon Lueking (defense) 
and Jack Wemhoff (offense). The awards were presented at a ban-
quet held Sunday night at the Elgin High School gymnasium. E-R 
photo/DMorgan

Sunday night was a night 
of  celebration for Wolfpack 
players, coaches and fans.

An awards banquet was held 
in the EPS school gymnasium. 
Tables were decked out with 
Wolfpack helmets as attendees 
enjoyed a potluck supper.

Afterwards, Coach Greg 
Wemhoff  summed up the year, 
touting the success of  the team 
and players.

He said the turning point 
in the season occurred at 
halftime of  the game at 
Osmond when the players 
began to play more physical, 
dominating both sides of  the 
ball. The second half  of  that 
game which saw EPPJ pull 
away for a decisive win over 
the Tigers, proved to be a 
preview of  things to come.

The Wolfpack put together a 
string of  playoff  victories, all 
on the road, defeating O’Neill 
St. Mary’s in dramatic fashion, 
routing Bloomfield and then 
dominating the Johnson-Brock 
Eagles. The season came to an 
end with a semi-final round 
loss to Sandhills-Thedford.

Wemhoff  announced letter 
winners for the season. They 
included Jack Wemhoff, Gage 

Wolfpack football awards announced
Thiessen, Paiton Hoefer, 
Austin Good, Blake Henn, 
Nick Anderson, Cale Kinney, 
Colton Wright, Dylon Lueking, 
Carter Beckman, Samuel 
Hemenway, Linus Borer, Ethan 
Hinkle, David Durre and 
Taylor Beckman. Participation 
awards were given to Kellan 
Hoefer, Austin Hinkle, Dylon 
Parks, Dylan Kolm, Collin 
Lindgren, Hudson Napier, 
Jacksyn Sehi, Brian Heithoff, 
Landon Kallhoff, William 
Heilhecker and Corbin Kinney.

Wemhoff, who rushed for 
close to 2,000 yards during the 
season, was named Offensive 
Player of  the Year. Leading 
the team in tackles during the 
season, Lueking was selected 
as Defensive Player of  the 
Year. Senior Colton Wright was 
named Special Teams Player 
of  the Year. Earning Practice 
Player of  the Year honors was 
Taylor Beckman.

Among the other individual 
awards announced by Coach 
Wemhoff  were:

Jack Wemhoff  — All-State 
First Team (Omaha World-
Herald and Lincoln Journal-
Star), All-State Huskerland 
Prep first team; 1000 Yard Guy 

All State first team; All Area 
Norfolk Daily News first team; 
All D-2 5 District first team.

Paiton Hoefer — All D-2 5 
District second team; All-State 
honorable mention (Omaha 
World-Herald, Lincoln Journal-
Star); All Area Norfolk Daily 
News honorable mention.

Blake Henn — All D-2 5 
District honorable mention; 
All-State honorable mention 
(Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln 
Journal-Star).

Nick Anderson — All D-2 5 
District honorable mention; 
All-State honorable mention 
(Omaha World-Herald).

Cale Kinney — All D-2 5 
District second team.

Colton Wright — All D-2 5 
District first team; All-State 
First Team (Omaha World-
Herald, Lincoln Journal-Star); 
All Area Norfolk Daily News 
honorable mention

Dylon Lueking — All D-2 5 
District honorable mention; 
All-State Honorable Mention 
(Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln 
Journal-Star).

Samuel Hemenway — All D-2 
5 District first team; All-State 
Honorable Mention (Omaha 
World-Herald)

ELGIN — Girls wrestling, 
varsity style, was on display 
for all to see Friday night at St. 
Boniface Gymnasium.

Wolfpack junior standout 
Isabella Smidt, ranked sixth 
statewide in her weight 
division, put on a show that 
night, pinning all three of  her 
opponents.

Her quickest pin came in her 
first match when she defeatd 
Grace Ciancio, pinning her in 
2:28. Ciancio was a girl Smidt 
lost to at Columbus earlier 
in the season. “She kind of  
surprised me then,” Smidt 
said. “I knew this time I wasn’t 
going to let her beat me.”

Her other victories were 
over two Arcadia/Loup City 
wrestlers, both in the second 
period.

Summerland won the team 
competition with 62.5 points, 
EPPJ finished fifth. Other 
schools competing were South 
Loup, Arcadia/Loup City; 
Madison, West Holt, Quad 
County Northeast, Fullerton 
and Creighton.

Individual results were:
165 pounds — Isabella Smidt 

(Elgin Public/Pope John) 3-0 
won by fall over Grace Ciancio 
(Fullerton Girls) 3-3 (Fall 2:28); 
Smidt won by fall over Kylie 
Jerabek (Arcadia/Loup City 
Girls) 4-2 (Fall 2:59; Smidt 
won by fall over Bailey Kuehl 
(Arcadia/Loup City Girls) 1-6 
(Fall 3:31)

Smidt records
three pins at
Friday tourney
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