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The high temperature last 
week was 49 degrees recorded 
on December 6. The low was 
12 degrees on December 7. 

Altogether, 0.08 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Decenber 5 31 22  
December 6 49 13  
December 7 23 12  
December 8 30 19  0.08
December 9 32 26    
December 10 39 23   
December 11 45 27   
Total for Last Week.......... 0.08
Total for December ........ .. 0.08
Total for 2022 ................. ..15.95

In Brief

Weather
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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s 

newspaper are:
Proceedings — Elgin City 

Council
Proceedings — Antelope 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners

Notice of  Organization —  
Gadeken Seed, LLC

Notice — Estate of  Joan J. 
Hoffman

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper for 
Antelope County, Village of  
Bartlett, Wheeler Central 
School District #45, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and Elgin 
School District #18.

Christmas
concerts are
on the calendar

This week marks the 
beginning of school 
Christmas programs in 
Elgin.

At Elgin Public School, 
the elementary Christmas 
concert will be held 
Thursday night, December 
15, beginning at 7 p.m.

Next week, on Tuesday, 
December 20, the EPS junior/
senior high Christmas 
concert will be held at 7 p.m. 
in the school gymnasium.

Just blocks away, the Pope 
John/St. Boniface Christmas 
concert will be held at St. 
Boniface gym at 7 p.m.

District #18
school board to
meet next week

The District #18 Board of 
Education will hold their 
regular monthly meeting 
tonight (December 14).

The school board will meet 
in open session beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. in the distance 
learning room at the high 
school. 

The meeting is open to the 
public.

Among the items the board 
will address during the 
meeting are:

• Approve number of early 
retirement applications. 
Every year at this time the 
school board decides how 
many applications will be 
accepted

• Approve transfers from 
the Bank of Elgin and Great 
Plains State Bank to the 
General Fund

• Uniform Replacement - 
Volleyball

• First reading of updated 
Policy 302.05 Superintendent 
Evaluation

• 2023-2024 School Calendar 
Discussion

See COURT, Page Three

By Jane Schuchardt
Special to the Elgin Review 

While parents anticipate ear-to-ear smiles 
and the perfect photo shoot with Jolly Old Saint 
Nick, sometimes the little ones melt down with 
tears or respond with thrashing rebellion. 
Such is not the case when Mrs. Claus graces the 
room. 

Known otherwise as Pauline Marker, Bart-
lett, Mrs. Claus’ gentle and soft-spoken charac-
teristics get rewarded with giggles and hugs, 
lots of hugs. Such was the case last Saturday 
when she donned her beloved, floor-length, 
white lace-trimmed red dress at the Elgin 
Public Library. A white apron with matching 
lace completes the outfit and the grey hair, well, 
that’s all natural. 

When Marker walks into a room, whether 
dressed as Mrs. Claus or not, she exudes Christ-
mas kindness. “Sometimes little kids have a 
fear of Santa Claus,” she said. “They are not 
afraid of me. I guess I’m a comfy grandma.” 

And grandma she is for real – 10 in fact, 
five of each gender. Then there are her three 
great-grands, two girls and a boy, and her four 
precious children all living in nearby Nebraska 
towns. One of her daughters, Anney, lives in 
Elgin. Visiting her and family brings Marker to 
town often, plus she raves about Elgin’s friend-
liness and places to shop. 

The Mrs. Claus impersonation began a dec-
ade ago when she and her husband of 55 years, 
Melvin, took on the Claus couple role for a 
Bartlett Lion’s Club winter holiday event. “The 
neatest part was that we (AKA Santa and Mrs. 
Claus) visited with shut-ins, too,” she said glee-
fully. “Christmas is about sharing and spread-
ing love, especially for those who are lonely.”

Right before winter break, she reads to el-
ementary students at the Bartlett school. This 
is her second year reading at the Elgin library. 

Snuggled in a comfy chair, with the children 
seated around her so they see the book pages, 
she reads with compassion and purpose. Her 
favorite book – The Christmas Story. 

Maybe it’s the candy canes she is usually 
given by groups to hand out, though she’s pretty 

sure the unsolicited hugs she gets, even from 
the older children, fills a need to be included, 
recognized, and loved. “Sometimes children 
(shut-ins, too) feel left out, lonesome,” she said. 
“This is just close to my heart. In a small way, 
when I see the sparkle in children’s eyes, I am 
reliving my childhood.” 

The Claus and Mrs. routine was a staple 
in the Marker home at family gatherings for 
years, played by others. When that wasn’t pos-
sible, Melvin and Pauline took over for a time 
until family member ages and stages changed. 
“Being with family, especially the children, 
gives her so much joy,” she said with a broad 
smile.

Marker, originally from Raeville and a 1967 
graduate of St. John’s High School in Peters-
burg (now consolidated with Pope John in 
Elgin), was around children most of the lat-
ter part of her employed life. After marriage, 
Minneapolis was home briefly where she 
attended school to be a medical assistant. She 
and Melvin, originally from Bartlett, moved 
to Raeville in 1969 to try their hand at farm-
ing and eventually moved to Albion, where he 
worked for the Nebraska Department of Trans-
portation (NDOT) and she at the hospital. 

A NDOT transfer took them to Bartlett where 
they’ve lived ever since. Melvin retired 13 
years ago after 36 years with NDOT. During 
this time, Pauline provided home daycare for 
about 10 years, then was on staff at Wheeler 
Central Public Schools in Bartlett for a quarter 
century. She worked her way up from a special 
education aide, then kitchen help, and finally 
the front office where she eventually became 
manager. She retired in 2014. 

The Markers are members of St. Theresa’s 
Catholic Church in Ericson where she coordi-
nates scripture readers for Sunday services. 
Though Marker is clear about the reason for 
the season, her passion for being Mrs. Clause 
definitely shares the message of peace, joy, and 
love. If you see Marker around town, spread 
some Christmas cheer by giving her a hug. Just 
as it does with the little ones, it will most cer-
tainly brighten your day. Merry Christmas!

Mrs. Claus keeps putting sparkle in children’s eyes

It was a celebration of theat-
rical skills. 

The best of the best converg-
ing on Norfolk to compete in 
the Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association One-Act Play 
Production.

For the first time in many 
years, our community was 
represented by Pope John 
XXIII Central Catholic. 

By virtue of winning the 
Class D2-4 district champi-
onship one week earlier at 
Giltner, Pope John joined 
schools from Arnold, Potter-
Dix, Chambers, Wynot and 
Hampton.

Pope John was first on the 
stage, performing “Ug, The 
Caveman Musical.” They fin-
ished with a score of 165 from 
three judges.

Winning the championship 
was Arnold High with their 
performance of “Rosie the Riv-
eter” with a score of 178. Other 
team scores were Potter-Dix 
175, Chambers 170, Wynot 169 
and Hampton 160.

Six members of Pope John’s 
cast were singled out for 
oustanding performances. 
They were Jack Barlow, Linus 
Borer, Matthew Dilly, Samuel 
Hemenway, Skyler Meis and 
Emma Lea Ruterbories.

School was let out Wednes-
day to allow Pope John stu-
dents and staff to attend the 
performance in Norfolk. Also 
in the audience were many 
family members wanting to 
again see the cast perform. 
Just weeks earlier, close to 
250 people filled St. Boniface 
Auditorium to watch the per-
formance.

Winning the award for Out-
standing Male Performer was 
Gunnar Oleson of Potter-Dix. 
Outstanding Female Perform-
er went to Ella Cool of Arnold. 
Chambers High School was 
deemed the Outstanding Tech-
nical Crew.

Six earn acting 
awards last
week at state

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Five of seven defendants 
who were set for arraign-
ment Dec 7 faced the 
Honorable Donna Taylor in 
the Antelope County court-
room in Neligh. Two others 
were truant.

Madison County attorney 
Joe Smith represented the 
state as prosecutor. Smith 
said he was covering for 
Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Abler, who was absent 
due to illness. 

“I am not sure how long 
that illness will last,” 
Smith said.

Roland Hurtig, 61, of 
Orchard appeared for 
arraignment on Count I, 
a Class W misdemeanor, 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, second 
offense; and two infrac-
tions, Count II, possession 
of open alcohol container, 
and Count III, speeding (85 
mph in 65 zone). Conviction 
of Count I could lead to a 
$500 fine, between 30 days 
and six months in jail and 
18-month revocation of his 
driver’s license. Conviction 
of Count II carries a poten-
tial for up to a $100 fine and 
Count III, up to a $300 fine.

Hurtig pleaded not guilty 
to all three counts and 
requested jury trial. Taylor 
set pretrial hearing Jan. 18. 
He is represented by Ron-
ald Temple of Norfolk.

Hurtig was arrested Sept. 
11 by a Nebraska State Pa-
trol officer on Highway 20. 

Ray M. Connot, 57, of 
Neligh faced Taylor for ar-
raignment on a Class 3 mis-
demeanor, second-degree 
criminal trespass, alleged 
Oct. 27. Connot waived his 

Smith covers
for Abler at
arraignments

Making children’s eyes sparkle helps Mrs. Santa Claus (Pauline 
Marker) relive her childhood. File photo

Young and the young-at-
heart kicked off Christmas last 
Wednesday in Elgin.

A special meal, crafts, the 
arrival of Santa and a Christ-
mas Parade kept the town 
buzzing, beginning at 4 pm.

Cold temperatures weren’t 
enough to keep youngsters 
from telling Santa what they 
wanted for Christmas this 
year. Here, Leighton tries to 
comfort little brother Wyatt as 
he gets his first up-close look 
at Santa. They are the chil-
dren of Andrew and Angela 
Engle of Elgin.

Then, at 7 p.m., traffic on 
Highway 14 was stopped 
and the sirens from the Elgin 
Volunteer Fire Department 
signaled the beginning of the 
Christmas Parade. 

In the 
Christmas 

spirit
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It Pays to Advertise!
More Front Page NewsMore Front Page News

Looking BackLooking Back
Sixty Years Ago
December 13, 1962

Dan McCarty, Office Man-
ager of the Antelope ASCS Of-
fice, announced that the 1963 
price supports were received 
in the Elgin County Office 
this week. The national aver-
age for corn was set at $1.07 
by Secretary of Agriculture, 
Orville L. Freeman. This is 

a five cent increase over the 
rate previously announced. 
McCarty stated that this will 
probably establish a sealing 
rate of $1.00 per bushel for corn 
in Antelope County as we are 
usually seven cents below the 
national average. 

Airman First Class Donald 
J. Hestekind received the Pa-
cific Air Forces Achievement 
Certificate and a self-winding 
calendar watch for his selec-
tion as Outstanding Airman of 
the Quarter in the 315 Air Divi-
sion. Hestekind was assigned 
to the 6485th Operations 
Squadron at Tachikawa AB, 
Japan as a flight engineer.

The Elgin High Eagles 
dropped their opening game 
of the 1962-63 season, losing to 
Orchard, 70-65. Gary Busteed 
scored 18 the second half for 
a total of 20 points to pace 
Elgin. Rick Johnson added 17 
and Bill Heckert led Elgin in 
rebounds with 16.   

Fifty Years Ago
December 14, 1972 

Russell’s Cooper Feed Ser-
vice had their annual pan-
cake, sausage and coffee feed 
during a winter snow storm. 
Despite the three inches of 
snow on the ground at the 
time, attendance was brisk 

with nearly all places filled at 
noon. Marvin Wilke was busy 
frying pancakes while Edna 
Schwarting filled the plate for 
another hungry eater. 

On Friday Dec. 8 the Pope 
John Crusaders traveled to 
Norfolk to meet the Norfolk 
Catholic Knights. The game 
was played at the city audi-
torium. The Knights took a 
68-61 victory. Norfolk now has 
a 3-0 record while Pope John 
dropped to 1-2.

The Crusaders started 
off slow and were hurt 
immeasurably when Monte 
Reicks suffered an ankle 
sprain in the first quarter. But 
at the end of the first quarter, 
Pope John stormed back to 
trail only, 3, 15-12. Down by 44-
39, in the fourth quarter, the 
Crusaders started a rally, but 
couldn’t keep pace.

By Jessie Reestman 

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Simon M. Beacom, 20, of 
Omaha, was scheduled for 
a bench trial Dec. 7, on two 
Class 3 misdemeanor counts 
alleged June 24 – Count I, 
minor in possession of alcohol 
(age 19/20) and Count II, mis-
representing his age to obtain 
liquor, as well as a count of 
violating probation that was 
ordered for his conviction of 
similar offenses last spring. 
A plea deal was announced. 
Beacom withdrew his not 
guilty pleas and pleaded guilty 
to Count I, in return for the 
prosecutor dismissing Count 
II in the current case. Beacom 
also admitted the probation 
violation. Taylor ordered a 
probation update and set sen-
tencing Jan. 18, 2023. Beacom 
is represented by Martin Klein 
of Neligh.

Taylor recently signed an 
arrest warrant for Hugo L. 
Ruano Ramirez, 43, of Clear-
water, who failed to appear on 
a DUI allegation in September. 
Bond is set at $1,500. 10% cash.

Two defendants recently 
pleaded guilty by waiver and 
were fined for their offenses.

Brett A. Horton, 21, of Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado, was 
fined $300 and taxed $49 costs 
for an infraction, possession 
of marijuana, less than one 
ounce. He was cited Oct. 19 on 
Highway 14, near 844 Road, by 
an Antelope County deputy.

Blake J. Lavalleur, 33, 
of North Logan, Utah, was 
fined $150, with $49 costs for 
a Nebraska Game and Parks 
violation of game regulations, 
obtain permit falsely. Laval-
leur was cited at the Grove 
Lake south parking lot Nov. 12 
by a NGPC officer.

Beacom accepts
court plea deal
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See McEWEN, Page Five

PFC balanced
real food meals

I talk often about focusing on 
PFC balanced, real food meals, 
and today, I wanted to share 
my recipe for Hidden Veg-
gie Meatballs that fits nicely 
into this framework, Plus, it 
provides a great appetizer for 
the holidays, a meal for the 
weeknights, or a make-ahead, 
freezer friendly option as well!

What’s amazing about these 
meatballs is their versatil-
ity (as is the case with all my 
recipes):

• Make meatballs or patties - 
the size is up to you!

• Use ground beef, turkey, 
chicken, or pork (or a combina-
tion of 2) Bacon - use it or leave 
it out

• Use sweet potatoes or swap 
them out for regular potatoes, 
parsnips, carrots, butternut 
squash, or another starchy 
veggie

• Use apple or swap in 
another fruit like a pear (not 
ripe) or blueberries (don’t put 
the blueberries in the food 
processor)

• Use spinach or swap in fro-
zen cauli-
flower or 
broccoli 
rice or 
kale

• Add in 
shredded 
onion, 
zucchini, 
peppers, 
or any 
other 
veggies 
you want

• 
Switch 
up the 
spices 
and make 
these 
meatballs 
savory or 
spicy

Either way, use this base 
recipe and swap in or out what-
ever you desire!
Hidden Veggie Meatballs

• 2 lb Ground Turkey, Beef, 
Chicken, or Pork (or a combi-
nation of 2)

• 1 Apple (Granny Smith is 
my favorite, but any variety 
works!)

• 1 Medium Sweet Potato (I 
like Japanese sweet potatoes)

• 1 Cup Spinach or Kale
• ½ Red Onion
• 4 Slices Bacon 
• 1/2 Tsp Dried Rosemary
• 1/2 Tsp Ground Sage
• 1 Tbsp Sea Salt
Directions:
• Preheat the oven to 400 

degrees and line a large bak-
ing sheet pan with parchment 
paper. If desired, place a cool-
ing/baking rack on top of the 
cookie sheet (helps the meat-
balls cook evenly)

• Cut the apple, onion, and 
sweet potato into medium-
large chunks

• Cut the bacon into 1” pieces
• Add all the ingredients to 

the food processor and process 
until they are in very small 
pieces

• Add in the spinach and pro-

Shown are attendees at the Nebraska organic producers meeting in rural Elgin last Saturday. Janet Koinzan and Rick Schuchardt, Elgin, were in attendance. Photo submitted

Schuchardts host organic producers
More than 25 organic crop 

producers gathered last Satur-
day (December 10, 2022) at the 
Schuchardt Farm northeast 
of Elgin. The all-day meeting 
was hosted by the Nebraska 
Chapter of the Organic Crop 
Improvement Association 
(OCIA). 

Kim Mosel, program admin-
istrator from Page, NE said 
OCIA, an OCIA International, 
Inc. affiliate, is a member-
owned, nonprofit organization 
established in the 1980s to 
provide organic certification 
consulting and services. The 
organization helps Nebraska 
organic farm producers, pro-
cessors, and handlers better 
understand organic certifica-
tion for the United States and 

abroad. 
In addition to farmer-to-

farmer dialogue, participants 
received a market update from 
Kate Hoegermeyer, Scoular 
Grain, Omaha. 

Another presentation on soil 
health, particularly focused 
on sulfur in cropping systems, 
was given by Dennis Reinke, 
an agronomist, NEW Coopera-
tive, Inc. operating in north-
west Iowa. 

The meeting was sponsored 
by Grain Place Foods, Marque-
tte; F.W. Cobs Company, Inc., 
Council Bluffs and St. Ansgar, 
IA; Central Plains Organic 
Farmers Association, Bremen, 
KS; Viking & Blue River 
Organic Seeds, Ames, IA; 
Reinke’s Farm & City Service, 

Inc., Neligh; Dakota’s Best 
Seed, Platte, SD; S&G Com-
modities, Omaha, and Green 
Cover Seed, Bladen, NE.  

OCIA Nebraska assists 
producers with the annual 
organic system plan applica-
tion, conducts farm tours and 
educational speaker meetings, 
provides mentoring, and has 
a cost-share program. To find 
out more, go to www.nebraska-
ocia.org or call Kim at 402-620-
2701 or ociane1@yahoo.com.

right to counsel and entered 
a not guilty plea. If convicted, 
Connot faces a potential sen-
tence of up to a $500 fine and/
or up to 90 days in jail. Smith 
said he had talked to Connot 
to get his side of the story but 
still needs to talk to the al-
leged victim. 

“This may go away,” he said.
Taylor set pretrial confer-

ence for Jan. 18, 2023.
Timothy D. Anderson, 66, 

of Neligh appeared for ar-
raignment on a Class 2 mis-
demeanor, leaving scene of 
property-damage accident, 
alleged Oct. 28. He requested 
court-appointed counsel. Tay-
lor appointed Antelope County 
public defender Pat Carney of 
Norfolk and set the case for 
further arraignment Jan. 18. 
If convicted, Anderson faces 
up to a $1,000 fine and/or up to 
six months in jail, along with 
up to 30 days impoundment or 
up to one year revocation of 
his driver’s license.

Gaylen L. Dredge, 60, of 
Neligh appeared for arraign-
ment on three counts alleged 
Oct. 21, Count I, no proof of 
financial responsibility, a 
Class 2 misdemeanor; Count 
II, driving under suspension, 
a Class 3 misdemeanor; and 
Count III, no valid registra-
tion, a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
Dredge waived his right to 
counsel and pleaded guilty to 
Count II. He pleaded not guilty 
to counts I and III. 

He told Taylor his insurance 
had been paid but the compa-
ny “wouldn’t send the SR22,” 
a form needed to reinstate 
his license. “Sounds like you 
need to talk to your insurance 
man,” Taylor replied.

Conviction of Count I car-
ries a fine of up to $1,000 and/
or up to six months in jail; 
counts II and III carry up to a 
$500 fine and/or up to 90 days, 
except if license has been 

From Page One
Court

reinstated before sentencing, 
Count II would just have a $100 
fine. 

Taylor set pretrial hearing 
on counts I and III for Jan. 18. 
Sentencing on Count II is set at 
the same time.

As Dredge was leaving the 
defendant’s table, he said, “I 
have been fighting this so 
long, I am sick and tired of it.”

Laurie Kreizel of Elgin faced 
Taylor for arraignment on a 
pair of misdemeanor Elgin 
city public nuisance viola-
tions, alleged Aug. 2 and Oct. 5. 

Temple, who appeared as 
prosecutor on behalf of the 
city, announced a plea deal. 
In return for Kreizel’s guilty 
plea to the August count, the 
October count was dismissed. 
Taylor fined her $25 and as-
sessed $49 costs.

Earlene F. Jensen, 81, of Roy-
al failed to appear on a count 
of maintaining a dangerous 
building (105 North Windom 
Street in Orchard), a misde-
meanor village ordinance 
violation alleged Nov. 14.  

James McNally appeared 
as prosecutor for the village. 
Taylor ruled McNally may file 
motion, affidavit and order for 
arrest warrant. 

Henry L. Branche III, 66, of 
White Hall, Arizona, had not 
filed a waiver and failed to ap-
pear at subsequent hearings to 
show cause. Taylor ruled the 
county attorney may file mo-
tion and affidavit requesting 
an arrest warrant. Branche 
was cited Sept. 16 by a NSP 
carrier enforcement officer 
on Highway 14. He is charged 
with overweight load, 35% to 
40% (fine if waivered, $1,150), 
an infraction; driving com-
mercial motor vehicle without 
obtaining CDL ($100), a Class 3 
misdemeanor; failure to carry 
fuel permit, a Class 4 misde-
meanor ($100); and a reciproc-
ity violation, no trip permit, a 
Class 3 misdemeanor ($25).

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School and St. 
Boniface Elementary School 
will present their Christmas 
Concert, “A Swingin’ Christ-
mas”, on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20th at 7:00 p.m. in the St. 
Boniface Gym.  

Students in PreK-12th will 
present musical as well as 
band selections.  Please join us 
as we prepare for the upcom-
ing holiday season.

Christmas
concert to be
Tuesday night
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

There will be 18 women sworn in as state sena-
tors in January, the most ever in the Nebraska 
Unicameral Legislature. Half declare as Repub-
licans and half as Democrats in the officially 
nonpartisan body.

We’ve come a long way from back in 1946 when 
Nell Krause of Albion was sworn in to fill a va-
cancy and served seven days during a special ses-
sion. Then, in 1954, 27-year-old Kathleen Foote of 
Axtell was elected to a four-year term. The num-
bers were sporadic after that and didn’t really 
start to gel until eight years ago when a double-
digit group served. 

It looks like the “Good Old Boys” club is dead. 
There’s a refreshing optimism that the same old 
issues will be seen in a new light. I, for one, am 
excited. With a few excep-
tions, Nebraska women 
lawmakers tend to be less 
partisan and more inclined 
to compromise. Let’s hope 
I’m right.

“There weren’t any men 
who could leave their busi-
nesses, so people in the 
county asked me to run,” 
Foote reportedly said in a 
1970 interview. “And I did.”

Men in the Unicameral 
tend to be retired, business 
owners, attorneys or farm-
ers. 

Former Sen. Fern Hub-
bard Orme of Lincoln said 
in 1956, “women have a 
keen interest in communi-
ty welfare and much first-
hand experience in dealing 
with community problems. It is the woman who 
does know...budgeting and spending and knows 
the importance of proper conservative legisla-
tion.” The Lincoln homemaker was first elected to 
the Legislature in 1958 and served 14 years repre-
senting the southeast district in Lincoln, losing in 
1972 to former Sen. Shirley Marsh.

Marsh, a pro-choice Republican, was sworn in 
as the only female state senator in 1973, serving 
with legislative heavyweights Jerome Warner, 
Richard Marvel, Ernie

Chambers, Eugene Mahoney, John DeCamp 
and Terry Carpenter. Marsh served District 29 in 
south Lincoln from 1973 to 1989.

Omaha’s first female state senator, Florence 
Reynolds was a teacher and elementary school 
principal for 45 years. She served from 1967-71 and 
said she strongly believed in giving to her com-
munity.  

“After your country and its communities have 
given you the opportunity to develop your talents, 
there comes a time when you must return what 
you can,” she said. “... I should give every moment 
of time I can for the benefit of others.”

Lincoln’s JoAnn Maxey is remembered as 
always asking what she could do to make a better 
life for all Nebraskans, especially young people. 
Maxey, the first female African American to serve 
as a state senator (1977-1979) was appointed by 
then Gov. James Exon after Sen. Harold Simpson 
resigned.  

Current Senator Julie Slama of Dunbar was 
appointed to the Legislature at age 22 in 2018 as 
the youngest woman to serve. She was elected to 
the seat two years later. In 1972, at age 22, Steve 
Fowler of Lincoln claimed the youngest elected 
senator title. He served for 11 years.

In 1980, 23-year-old Karen Kilgarin of Omaha 
was elected as the youngest woman to serve as a 
Nebraska State Senator. She represented south 
Omaha’s District 7 in the Legislature and served 
until 1984 when she went into broadcast news.

Women in 2023 will hold more than a third of 
Nebraska’s 49 seats for the first time — at 37% 
— with nine Republicans and nine Democrats 
serving in the officially nonpartisan body. Repub-
licans added three women: Christy Armendariz of 
Omaha; Jana Hughes of Seward and Teresa Ibach 
of Sumner. Democrats added two: Jane Raybould 
and Danielle Conrad, both of Lincoln. Raybould is 
a former Lincoln City Council member and Con-

Most women ever to serve at statehouse

rad a former state senator.
Raybould, who will replace term-limited State 

Sen. Patty Pansing Brooks, told the Nebraska Ex-
aminer she spent years trying to help more Demo-
cratic women run for office, because they’re under-
represented. She said she is proud to be among 
them. “It’s incredibly exciting to be serving with 
all these strong, amazing, smart, savvy women,” 
Raybould said. “It’s a little bit different perspective 
that we bring.”

Nebraska’s 2023 legislative makeup certainly 
will be different from Conrad’s first go-round. She 
served from 2007 to 2015, and then was term-limit-
ed out of office. 

“As you see more and more women candidates 
from across the state and across the political spec-
trum step forward to make a positive difference, 

you are seeing positive results,” she told the Exam-
iner.

The 18 Nebraska women are part of a national 
trend that claims a record 32% of state lawmak-
ers in 2023 as women, according to the Center for 
American Women and Politics. States will have 
at least 2,376 female lawmakers in 2023, including 
both women elected in 2022 and holdovers. That is 
an increase in the number of women writing state 
laws from the record set in 2022 of 2,307 women. 

After years of observing the Nebraska Legisla-
ture, I welcome the change and think we should 
celebrate it. 

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for more than 20 years. 

FROM THE FROM THE 
HILLHILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Help at the pump

ONE ONE 
NEBRASKANEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

See SMITH, Page Eight

In Nebraska, the crops we grow, livestock we 
raise, goods we manufacture, and innovations we 
develop make an impact far beyond our borders.  
Nebraskans have long known that.  Increasingly, 
the world does too.  

Growing Nebraska’s international presence 
has been a pillar of my administration.  Since I 
took office, we’ve made trade missions to eleven 
different countries to forge new partnerships and 
increase investments in the Good Life.  As a result 
of these missions, our state has become its own 
global brand.  

Just last week, I led a delegation of Nebraska 
agriculture businesses, state agricultural orga-
nizations, the Department of Agriculture (NDA), 
and the Department of Economic Development 
(DED) to Japan.  While there, we thanked exist-
ing partners for their continued investments 
in our state and discussed ways to increase our 
agriculture and ethanol exports.  This was our 
fourth and final trade mission to Japan during my 
administration.  

These trade missions have solidified Japan 
as one of our most valued trade partners.  For 
example, they are our second largest market for 
agriculture exports.  They are our largest interna-
tional market for pork.  In 2021, 56% of Nebraska’s 
pork exports went to Japan.  And they represent 
the second largest international market for beef.  
Since 2015, annual beef exports to Japan have 
increased by $215 million annually.  That’s an 88% 
increase.  

Last week, we explored opportunities to grow 
Nebraska’s agriculture exports even more.  Right 
now, there is a unique opportunity to increase 
beef sales after the Japanese legislature approved 
new beef tariff trigger levels.  The new safeguard 
mechanism will make it less likely that U.S. beef 
exports will trigger higher tariffs, which means 
our state can do even more to meet Japan’s grow-
ing demand for quality beef.  

Additionally, we are positioning Nebraska as 
Japan’s go-to source for ethanol and sustainable 
aviation fuel, or SAF.  As part of their country’s 
commitment to reduce its carbon footprint, Japa-
nese officials are looking to increase the country’s 
ethanol blending requirement for all gasoline, 
including jet fuel.  This will increase demand for 
biofuels.  And Nebraska can easily help meet that 
need, since our state has 24 ethanol production 
facilities with the capacity to produce nearly 2.6 
billion gallons of ethanol a year.  

In many ways, investing in and trading with 
Nebraska is an easy sell:  Our central location 
and abundant natural resources make Nebraska a 
reliable partner for a variety of goods.  Our strong 

work ethic, high labor force participation rate (#1 
in the nation at 69.8%), and investments to develop 
our talent pipeline make us a secure place to invest 
and grow.  

However, our best asset is our people.  This is 
why we make sure our farmers, ranchers, and in-
dustry leaders are a part of the delegation when we 
engage in trade missions.  They are the best ambas-
sadors of Nebraska.  They tell their story better 
than anyone.

In a market that places a high premium on the 
quality of their food, that story gives us a major 
advantage.  With 95% of Ne-
braska’s farms being family 
owned, we have abundant 
examples of the adaptations 
our farm families make to 
ensure that our beef, pork, 
corn, and other crops remain 
best-in-the-nation.  People 
are often surprised to learn 
that Nebraska’s farmers and 
ranchers are the original 
conservationists—but there’s 
never a doubt that what they 
import from us is the best 
there is to offer.

On trade missions, our 
export partners hear it 
straight from our produc-
ers.  The delegation to Japan 
included Nebraska cattle 
ranchers and hog, corn, 
and wheat farmers, which 
gave them the chance to tell 
the story of their multi-generational operations 
and the great work they’re doing to care for their 
land and animals.  For instance, our agriculture 
delegation shared the success of the U.S. cattle 
industry producing 66% more beef while reducing 
its carbon footprint by 40% since the 1960s.  They 
also highlighted that U.S. beef production has 
some of the lowest greenhouse gas emissions in the 
world—10-50 times lower than in many other parts 
of the globe.   

The willingness of Nebraska’s farmers and 
ranchers to meet foreign consumers, businesses, 
and officials is invaluable as we work to strengthen 
partnerships and increase trade.  So, to everyone 
who has gone on State trade missions during my 
time as Governor: thank you.  We have succeeded 
in growing Nebraska globally because of your 
involvement.  I am confident that in the coming 
years, the State will continue building on the rela-
tionships we’ve forged and will further the Nebras-
ka brand worldwide.

Together, we’ve made Nebraska a global brand

Eneregy independence

Top agricultural states like Nebras-
ka help to feed the world. But family 
farmers in Nebraska also help to fuel 
the country through the production 
of biofuels.

In fact, our state is the second larg-
est producer of biofuels in the nation, 
generating more than 2 billion gal-
lons of renewable fuel every year. 

Nebraska’s 24 operating ethanol 
plants have also created up to 1,400 
good-paying jobs.

E15 – which the EPA defines as 
gasoline blended with 10.5% to 15% 
ethanol – is one type of biofuel. It’s 
a critical component of our fuel mix 
because it can help lower gas prices 
for consumers at the pump. 

According to data from the Oil 
and Energy Commodity Pricing and 
News Services, the average price 
of E15 during the summer driving 
season was $0.16 per gallon less than 
unleaded gas.

Unfortunately, unnecessary regu-
lations have prevented the public 
from being able to enjoy all of E15’s 
economic and 
environmental 
benefits.

Current 
federal rules 
restrict the 
sale of E15 dur-
ing the sum-
mer, but the 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency (EPA) 
can issue emer-
gency waivers 
permitting 
sales on a state-
by-state basis.

For years, 
I have led the 
charge to end 
this legal limbo 
and allow the 
sale of E15 
year-round. 

It’s been a difficult battle, but after 
working with biofuels producers, 
oil refiners, fuel retailers, and ag 
groups, I’m proud to say the path 
forward has never been clearer.

Last week, I introduced the Con-
sumer and Fuel Retailer Choice Act 
to allow for the year-round, nation-
wide sale of E15.

This legislation has strong sup-
port on both sides of the aisle and 
from stakeholders in a wide range of 
industry groups.

One of the organizations support-
ing this bill is the American Petro-
leum Institute (API), the largest oil/
gas trade association in the country. 
These groups are coming together 
because everyone agrees – a simple 
federal solution allowing for year-
round E-15 is good for the nation.

Our bill has strong bipartisan 
backing, including from my friends 
Senators Kevin Cramer and John 
Hoeven of North Dakota. North Da-
kota is the third largest oil producing 
state, and their support further dem-
onstrates the broad base of support 
for this legislation.

Consumers want the lower fuel 
prices from E15, and retailers know 
it, too. 

That’s why the number of retailers 
offering E15 has more than doubled 
since 2017, rising from 1,200 to 2,700.

Beyond bringing down costs at the 
pump, expanding the use of E15 helps 
our environment.

One study found that greenhouse 
gas emissions from ethanol are 46% 
lower than traditional gasoline. 
Another study stated that corn etha-
nol contributed to a 500-million-ton 
reduction in total greenhouse gas 
emissions between 2005 and 2019.

Finally, E15 boosts our domestic 
energy security. 

Consider the Biden Administra-
tion’s recent decision to ease sanc-
tions on Venezuela – a terrible dic-
tatorship – to allow that country to 
boost its oil production. The United 
States is blessed with an abundance 
of natural resources. That’s why it’s 
critical we do everything we can to 
unleash American energy here at 
home and end our dependence on 
foreign oil.

The bottom line is this – the Con-
sumer and Fuel Retailer Choice Act 
represents a major win for family 
farmers and consumers at the pump. 
With more support than ever, I’m 
hopeful we can get this bill passed 
soon. 

It’s time we make year-round E15 a 
reality.

Nearly two weeks prior 
to the first day of winter, 
we have already seen snow, 
ice, and freezing conditions 
across the Third District. 
While precipitation is needed 
to relieve Nebraska’s fourth 
driest year on record, and 
the snowfall may have many 
dreaming of a white Christ-
mas, colder than average 
temperatures are expected to 
accompany already histori-
cally high energy costs this 
winter.

Energy is an outsized op-
erational expense for agricul-
ture producers, and elevated 
input costs are taking a 
taxing toll on the farmers 
and ranchers working hard 
to feed and fuel the world. 
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cess until finely chopped

• Place the vegetable mix-
ture in a large bowl

• Add the meat and spices to 
the bowl

• Using kitchen gloves, mix 
everything together with your 
hands

• Roll into meatballs (1” 
diameter) place on the baking 
sheet pan. If you are using a 
cooling rack on top of the bak-
ing sheet, you do not need to 
space the meatballs out. If you 
are not using a cooling rack, 
I would recommend spacing 
the meatballs out about ½-1” 
apart.

• Bake the meatballs about 
30-40 minutes 

Notes:
• Don’t be afraid to switch up 

the ingredients! See above for 
swaps.

• You can also pan fry the 
patties or meatballs

• These will store cooked in 
the fridge about 5-6 days or 
frozen (cooked) for 2 months

Enjoy!

Bartlett Methodist Women’s Fellowship Sunday afternoon  featured 
special vocal selections. Those participating were:  L-R Jayna Iwans-
ki, Jessica Swick, Julie Baker and Karen Kotrc.  Not pictured: Justine 
Smith. Photos submitted

Kay Reineke and the Grinch conversing at the Bartlett Lions Club 
Christmas movie night held Friday evening at the new gym in Bart-
lett. Costumed as the Grinch was Kylie McCain from Ord.

By Sherry Tetschner
The Bartlett Lions Club 

hosted a Christmas movie 
night Friday, December 9 be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. at  the new 
gym in Bartlett.  

“Jingle Jangle: A Christmas 
Journey,” was the movie of 
the evening. 39 community 

members, of all ages, and the 
Grinch attended this holiday 
event.  

Lu Plugge and Kay Reineke 
kept busy all evening popping 
popcorn and providing cups of 
hot chocolate to those attend-
ing.  

Kimmie Reed, Wheeler  
sixth grade teacher and librar-
ian, had the School Book Fair 
Exhibit open to those who 
wished to purchase items.  

The Bartlett Methodist 
Women’s Fellowship met Sun-
day afternoon at 3 p.m.  

Karen Kotrc led a short 
meeting. Karen was also the 
hostess for the December meet-
ing.  

Rather than a craft or game 

after the meeting Karen chose 
to invite some past music stu-
dents to perform vocal pieces.  
Karen began the afternoon 
performance with a vocal 
selection “Not That Far From 
Bethlehem,” accompanying 
herself on the piano.  

Other selections were: 
Justine Smith of Spalding “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem”, 

Jessica Swick of Ericson and 
her sister Jayne Iwanski of 
Burwell; “Breath of Heaven,” 
and Julie Baker of Ericson; “O 
Holy Night.”  

Each of these selections were 
accompanied by Karen Kotrc 
on the piano.  Those attend-
ing enjoyed slices of delicious 
cheesecake and M & Ms candy 
after the concert.

PUBLIC NOTICES 
Because its your right to know how your 

city, county and school boards
are conducting business for the public.
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You may not always think so, 
but I hear what you are saying, 
what you like, what you don’t 
like, how you wish you could 
be me, her even them when the 
moment is right.

Now that you know that, I’m 
going to let you in on a little 
secret that I heard. It came 
from one of my gray-haired 
fans who stops in the office 
periodically. He always drops 
something off, sticks around 
to hear what I have to say, then 
heads out the door. I get it.

He, like many of you, was 
lamenting the saga of interim 
NU Head Coach Mickey 
Joseph. Joseph became a 
favorite of fans for how he 
coached after Scott Frost was 
fired months ago. The season 
could have become a disaster, 
but he and other coaches still 
on the payroll found a way 
to win three Big 10 games, 
including the Iowa finale.

Joseph appeared to ready 
to grasp a contract close to 
$1 million annually when 
AD Trev Alberts hired Mark 
Rhule to be the 31st head coach 
of Husker Football. Rhule was 
intro-duced as the new head 
coach on 
Monday, 
Nov. 28. 
Two days 
later, on 
the last 
day of the 
month as 
daylight 
started 
to dim, 
Joseph 
found 
himself 
behind 
bars, the 
result 
of a 
domestic 
dispute 
that 
allegedly 
involved 
an attempted strangulation. 
If you live in Nebraska, you 
know the story by now. And, 
yes I know what some of you 
are saying...he’s innocent til 
proven guilty...there’s more to 
the story.

My friend in the office 
looked exasperated when he 
said to me, “why can’t we be 
a normal football program?” 
He was alluding to all the 
sideshows which seem to be 
part of Husker football in the 
new millenium. He went on 
to lament the Husker recruits 
who were decommitting in 
droves, sensing with Joseph 
now likely not to be hired they 
would rather play elsewhere. 
Then there’s the rush to the 
transfer portal waiting to find 
a new football home. What’s 
going to be left of the Husker 
roster when spring practice 
rolls around remains to be 
seen.

Keep this in mind, coaches 
know this, so do business 
owners. They would rather 
compete or do business with 
players/employees who want 
to be there, not someone who 
is biding their time looking for 
a better opportunity. 

In the case of the Huskers, 
I think the new coach made 
it clear he wants to build a 
team where everyone who 
dons the scarlet & cream are 
100 percent committed to 
Nebraska and what it takes to 
return to greatness. Anyone 
who is not focused on that 
goal, wish them the best of 
luck and move on.

All this reminds me of 
something Springsteen wrote 
almost 40 years ago, the 
refrain focused on ‘one step 
forward, two steps back.’ 

That’s where NU seems to be 
heading right now. How long 
we stay there remains to be 
seen.

*****
Congratulations to Paiton 

Hoefer who joined the 1,000  
point club for the Wolfpack. 

I hear what
you are saying

See PIRATES, Page Seven

WAUSA — From the moment 
he donned a Wolfpack varsity 
jersey as a freshman, Paiton 
Hoefer had the goal of scoring 
1,000 points.

On Saturday night he 
reached his goal. In doing so, 
he became the all-time leading 
scorer in the history of EPPJ 
Wolfpack basketball. 

His first shot rimmed out, 
but his second shot splashed 
through the net, setting off a 
roar from family, friends and 
fans in the stands celebrating 
the moment. The game paused 
briefly as the announcer 
told all in the gymnasium of 
Hoefer’s achievements. Even 
Wausa fans cheered Hoefer’s 
milestone.

“It’s a great feeling when you 
hit it,” Hoefer said about scor-
ing his 1,000th point.

Hoefer went on to lead the 
Wolfpack in points against the 
Vikings, scoring 13 in a 66 to 
56 loss which dropped EPPJ’s 
record to 4-1.

WAUSA — In what may go down as 
a career night, Viking Jaxon Claussen 
scored 39 points to lead Wausa to a 66 
to 56 victory over previously unbeated 
Elgin Public-Pope John.

Claussen proved to be nearly unstop-
pable in the game, doing everything from 
tossing in a buzzer-beater three-pointer 
from the Wolfpack’s free throw line, to 
dunking the ball on a breakaway. In 
between, his two and three-point baskets 
kept the Vikings on top.

Tied 26-all after two quarters, the Wolf-
pack scrateched out a five-point lead (41 
to 36) on a trey by Paiton Hoefer.

Wausa answered back with a seven-to-
three run to close out the quarter to only 
trail by one point, 44 to 43 on Claussen’s 
buzzer-beater.

Wausa then made their move early in 
the fourth quarter, building up an eight-
point lead 54 to 46 midway through the 
quarter.

EPPJ got back-to-back baskets by Jarek 
Anderson to trail 56 to 50 with just over 
three minutes remaining.

From that point, Wausa fought to keep 
their lead with free throws. They made 
six of 13 free throws to lead 60 to 54 with 
just under a minute to play. Keeping 
EPPJ within striking distance were 
points from Erickson, Myles Kittelson 
and Blake Henn.

To seal their victory, Wausa outscored 

STANTON — Senior Carter Beckman earned the Wolfpack’s 
lone gold medal Saturday at the Stanton Wrestling Tournament.

Beckman won two of his three matches by pin to win the 
126-pound division. In the finals, Beckman claimed a five to one 
decision over David City’s Brittin Valentine. Beckman’s record 
now stands at 5-1.

No other Wolfpack wrestler medaled at the Stanton meet. Sam 
Hemenway, who won the 195-pound division at 
Howells one week ago, did not compete due to 
injury. The Wolfpack were to compete at the Sar-
gent Invite but did not go due to weather condi-
tions (icy roads).

Individual results for Wolfpack wrestlers were:
120 pounds — Quarterfinal - Hugo Sanchez 

(Madison) won by fall over Austin Hinkle (El-
gin Public/Pope John) (Fall 2:52); Cons. Round 
1 - Samuel Chase (Wakefield) won by fall over 
Hinkle (Fall 2:31)

126 — Quarterfinal - Brittin Valentine (David 
City) won by fall over Grady Drueke (Elgin Pub-
lic/Pope John) (Fall 0:34); Cons. Round 1 - Carter 
Fisher (Norfolk Catholic) won by decision over 
Drueke (Dec 5-3)

126 — Quarterfinal - Carter Beckman (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) won by fall over Franco Tapia (Wakefield) (Fall 0:36); 
Semifinal - Beckman (Elgin Public/Pope John) 5-1 won by fall 
over Noah Brichacek (Guardian Angels Central Catholic) (Fall 
3:22); 1st Place Match - Beckman won by decision over Brittin 
Valentine (David City) (Dec 3-2)

132 — Omar Contreras (Norfolk Catholic) won by fall over 
Isaac Hemenway (Elgin Public/Pope John) (Fall 5:14); Cons. 
Round 1 - Hemenway won by decision over Jack Barlow (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 0-4 (Dec 0-0); Cons. Round 2 - Tyler Archer 
(Lyons-Decatur Northeast) won by fall over Hemenway (Fall 
2:23)

132 — Champ. Round 1 - Hunter Kuchta (Cedar Catholic) won 
by fall over Jack Barlow (Elgin Public/Pope John) (Fall 1:30); 
Cons. Round 1 - Hemenway won by decision over Barlow (Dec 
0-0)

138 — Champ. Round 1 - Landyn Veik (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) received a bye; Quarterfinal - Luke Polivka (David City) 
won by fall over Veik (Fall 1:24); Cons. Round 2 - Brodrick Crip-
pen (Pender) won by decision over Veik (Dec 2-1)

220 — Quarterfinal - Daven Whitley (Lyons-Decatur North-
east) won by fall over David Durre (Elgin Public/Pope John) 
(Fall 0:50); Cons. Round 1 - Gabe Casarrubias (Madison) won by 
fall over Durre (Fall 2:14)

Carter
Beckman

Beckman wins 126-pound
title at Stanton Invite

Some of the best talent in girls wrestling will be in Elgin this 
weekend.

The Wolfpack Girls Invite will be held Friday evening, De-
cember 16, at St. Boniface Gymnasium.

Wolfpack senior Isabella Smidt will be competing.
Other schools sending wrestlers are Quad County, Neligh-

Oakdale, Elkhorn Valley, Summerland, Creighton, Niobrara-
Verdigre, Norfolk Catholic, Tri County Northeast and West 
Holt.

Wrestling gets underway at 4 p.m.

Boys compete Saturday
Senior Carter Beckman and the Wolfpack wrestling team 

will be competing here in Elgin on Saturday, December 17.
St. Boniface Gymnasium will be full of wrestlers for the 

Wolfpack Invite.
Schools scheduled to participate, in addition to EPPJ, are 

Palmer, Plainview, Twin River, Pender, Central Valley, Sum-
merland, GACC, Riverside, Fullerton, Arcadia/Loup City, 
Nebraska Christian and Norfolk Catholic.

Action on the mats is set to begin at 9:30 a.m.

EPPJ girls, boys wrestling tourneys set

EPPJ sinks Pirates 41 to 39
PLAINVIEW — On a night when the shots 

just wouldn’t fall, Elgin Public-Pope John found 
a way to scratch out a 41 to 39 win over Plain-
view in boys basketball action.

The Wolfpack stayed unbeaten by holding off 
Plainview in the fourth quarter.

They entered the final eight minutes of the 
contest with a 32 to 26 lead.

Two treys in the fourth quarter by junior 
Dylon Lueking gave the Wolfpack a seven-point 
lead, 38 to 31, with just under three minutes to 
play. Lueking was the Wolfpack’s main offen-
sive threat as he connected on five of six treys 
in the game, finishing with 19 points.

After Plainview cut the lead to four points, 
two free throws by Paiton Hoefer gave EPPJ a 
40 to 34 lead with a minute to play.

Plainview would not go away, A two-pointer 
by Spencer Hille was followed by a trey by 
Brendan Weber to cut the lead to 40 to 39 with 
four ticks left on the clock.

Wolfpack freshman Jarek Erickson was 
fouled by Plainview, hoping for one last chance. 
The freshman coolly made the first free throw, 
the second one bounced off the rim and a des-
peration shot by Plainview missed the mark to 
end the game.

EPPJ shot just 14 of 47 from the field. They 
weren’t much better at the free throw line, mak-
ing six of 16.

In contrast, Plainview shot 14 of 23 from the 
field and made four of nine free throws.

Hoefer led EPPJ in rebounds and assists with 

ELGIN — A slow start led 
to a fantastic finish as EPPJ 
defeated Neligh-Oakdale 63 to 
9 in girls basketball action last 
week.

It took nearly three minutes 
for the Wolfpack to score their 
first basket. 

Then, for the rest of the half 
the points came in bunches 
as the Wolfpack outscored the 
Warriors 43 to six after two 
quarters.

At one point in the game, 
the Wolfpack scored 23 unan-
swered points.

Their largest lead in the 
game came on a basket by 
Ellie Ruterbories, making the 
score 59 to 6 early in the fourth 
quarter.

The Wolfpack was led in 
scoring by junior Keyera 
Eisenhauer who tossed in two 
treys and finished with 17 
points, Ashlynne Charf had 10 
points and Ruterbories fin-
ished with eight.

Coach Randy Eisenhauer let 
reserves play much of the sec-
ond half with a running clock.

EPPJ (3-0) connected on 25 
of 49 field goal attempts. The 
Warriors took just 23 shots in 
the game, making four.

EPPJ 63, Neligh-Oakdale 9
Warriors………2    4    0   3 —  9
Wolfpack…….25  18  14  6 — 63
Wolfpack — Kayton Zwing-

EPPJ gals top Neligh-Oakdale 63 to nine

man 0-1 0-0 0, Ellie Ruterbo-
ries 3-4 2-3 8, Ashlynne Charf 
5-6 0-0 10, Skyler Meis 3-5 1-2 
7, Brenna Martinsen 1-6 0-0 2, 
Kate Furstenau 1-7 1-2 3, Callie 
Heithoff 1-3 0-0 3, Keyera Eisen-
hauer 7-11 1-3 17, Maddie Kolm 
1-2 2-2 4, Laia Domingo 1-1 0-0 
2, Sara Bode 2-3 2-2 7. Team to-
tals: 25-49 9-14 63. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 4-10 (Keyera 

Eisenhauer 2, Sara Bode, Callie 
Heithoff). Warriors team totals: 
4-23 0-5 9. Three-point shots — 
Warriors 1-5.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 33 (Ashlynne Charf 
9), Warriors 17. Assists — Wolf-
pack 19 (Sara Bode 6), Warriors 
1. Steals — Wolfpack 35 (Skyler 
Meis 11), Warriors 4. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 18, Warriors 43

EPPJ six to two in the final minute to 
claim the victory and knock the Wolf-
pack from the list of unbeaten teams.

“Right now we’re not willing to do the 
dirty work (to win),” Wolfpack Coach 
Matt Euse said. 

“It’ll change. These guys, they work 
hard for each other.”

Aside from Claussen, the only other 
Viking to score in double figures was 
Cashe Carlsson with 12.

“They (Wausa) had a great game, but 
we didn’t play our best ... We have a lot of 
time to get better,” Euse said.

EPPJ was led in scoring by Hoefer and 
Camryn Pelster with 13 points apiece, 
Henn had 11.

The loss dropped EPPJ’s record to 4-1.
Wausa 66, EPPJ 56

Wolfpack………………….14  12  18  12 — 56
Vikings…………………….15  11  17  23 — 66
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 4-10 3-5 11, Paiton 
Hoefer 5-16 2-2 13, Austin Good 0-2 0-0 0, 
Myles Kittelson 2-10 2-4 4, Camryn Pelster 
5-9 3-5 13, Nick Anderson 1-2 0-0 2, Jarek 
Erickson 3-4 3-6 9, Dylon Lueking 2-7 0-0 
4, Ethan Hinkle 0-1 0-2 0. Team totals: 22-
63 10-18 56. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
2-19 (Paiton Hoefer, Myles Kittelson).
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 
31 (Jarek Erickson 9). Assists — Wolfpack 
4. Steals — Wolfpack 7 (Nick Anderson 2, 
Jarek Erickson 2).

Claussen shoots down Wolfpack 66 to 56

With this runner in the lane, 
Paiton Hoefer eclipsed the 
1,000-point career mark for the 
Wolfpack. E-R photo/DMorgan

Hoefer gets
tops 1,000
career points

WAUSA — Balanced 
scoring helped lift the 
Wolfpack to a 51 to 37 vic-
tory over Wausa Saturday 
afternoon.

The Wolfpack doubled 
the score on the Vikings 
in the first half, jumping 
out to a 26 to 12 lead. Then, 
over the final two quar-
ters of play, maintained 
the margin to claim the 
victory, wrapping up three 
games in five days.

Coach Randy Eisenhau-
er, happy with a victory, 
said the team looked slug-
gish after playing three 
games in five days.

Skyler Meis’ layup off 
a steal started the second 
half. EPPJ’s lead grew to 
16 points when Brenna 
Martinsen connected on a 
two-pointer with 2:30 left 
in the quarter.

Wausa attempted to get 
back into the game as they 
cut the lead to single digits 
on multiple occasions in 
the fourth quarter.

Each time the Wolfpack 

Wausa gals
no match for
EPPJ Saturday

See WAUSA, Page 10

A one-legged rebound? Nick Anderson did just 
that against the Pirates Friday night. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Eyeing another rebound, Wolfpack junior Ashlynne Charf pulled 
down nine rebounds to go along with 10 points in last week’s victory 
over Neligh-Oakdale. E-R photo/DMorgan

Camryn Pelster came off the bench to score 
13 points against Wausa. E-R photo/DMorgan
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seven apiece.
The victory improved 

EPPJ’s record to 4-0.
EPPJ 41, Plainview 39

Wolfpack……..12  10  10  9 — 41
Plainview……..9    6   11  13 — 39
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 0-4 
1-6 1, Paiton Hoefer 3-18 2-2 8, 
Austin Good 2-4 0-2 5, Myles 
Kittelson 1-4 0-2 2, Camryn Pel-
ster 0-3 0-0 0, Jarek Erickson 
1-3 1-2 4, Dylon Lueking 6-9 2-2 
19. Team totals: 14-47 6-16 41. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 

Pirates
From Page Six 7-19 (Dylon Lueking 5, Jarek Er-

ickson, Austin Good). Plainview 
team totals: 14-23 4-9 39. Three-
point shots — Pirates 7-9.

Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 34 (Paiton Hoefer 7, 
Austin Good 6), Pirates 15. As-
sists — Wolfpack 9 (Paiton 

Hoefer 7), Pirates NA. Steals — 
Wolfpack 5 (Nick Anderson 2), 
Pirates NA. Turnovers — Wolf-
pack 11, Pirates 7.

ELGIN — Senior Paiton Hoe-
fer tossed in 24 points Tuesday 
night, leading Elgin Public-
Pope John to a 48 to 44 victory 
over Neligh-Oakdale.

Time and time again the 
Wolfpack had a chance to 
firmly take control of the 
game, leading by double-digits 
in the second half, but they 
couldn’t quite shake the pesky 
Warriors who, just two weeks 
ago were playing for a state 
football championship. 

Up by five after one quarter, 
EPPJ grew the lead to 28 to 17 
by halftime.

Five points by Hoefer to 
start the second half gave 
EPPJ a 33 to 19 advantage. The 
Warriors cut the margin to 
six points before Blake Henn’s 
back-to-back baskets gave 
EPPJ a 37 to 29 lead with one 
quarter to play.

Baskets by Dylon Lueking 
and Henn early in the fourth 
quarter gave EPPJ a 43 to 33 
lead with just over five min-
utes left in the game.

EPPJ four points
better than N-O

See WARRIORS, Page 10

Austin Good tallied five points 
Friday night at Plainview. E-R 
photo/DMorgan
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— read the — read the 
Public Notices.Public Notices. Public NoticesPublic Notices

Public Notices — Because its your right to know!

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that 

Gadeken Seed, LLC has been 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. The desig-
nated office of the Company is 
85025 524 1/2 AVE., NELIGH, 
NE 68756. The registered 

agent of the Company is Austin 
Gadeken, 85025 524 1/2 AVE., 
NELIGH, NE 68756. The general 
nature of the business will be to 
engage in the transaction of any 
or all lawful business, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 

State of Nebraska. The Compa-
ny commenced its existence on 
August 22 2022, and its dura-
tion shall be perpetual. Organizer 
Name: James P. Meuret.
PUBLISH: December 7, 14 & 21, 
2022
ZNEZ

Notice of Organization — Gadeken Seed, LLC 
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
December 5, 2022   

   The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, De-
cember 5, 2022, at 7:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act.

Councilmembers present for 
regular meeting were Mike Dvor-
ak, Jim Kittelson, Duane Miller, 
and Craig Niewohner. 

Councilmembers present for 
reorganizational meeting were 
Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, Leigh 
Kluthe, and Craig Niewohner. 

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• November regular meet-
ings minutes, treasurer’s report, 
transaction report, and paying 
the claims 

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 111.18; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 54.36; APPEARA, su, 52.32; 
Fitzgerald, Vetter, Temple, Bartell 
& Henderson, se, 700.00,Brenda 
Reikofski, se, 143.00; Dean’s 
Market, su, 43.22; The Coun-
cil Holding Company of Elgin, 
se, 50.00; Nebraska Municipal 
Clerk Institute, edu, 393.00; Kris-
tin Childers, su, 10.64; Google, 
se, 6.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 
112.32; Prudential, retirement, 
334.60; American Funds, retire-
ment, 189.02; US Treasury, tax, 
2940.18; Payroll, 7467.89

SALES TAX: Pool Fund: 
3656.76

STREET: ERPPD, se, 914.93; 
Verizonwireless, su, 76.97; El-
gin One Stop, fuel, 193.32; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 204.76; 
Kayton International, Inc., se, 
2500.00; RK Farm Service, se, 
136.00; Black Hills Energy, se, 

51.41; To Paving Assessment 
Fund, transfer, 1400.00; Payroll, 
1753.01

WATER: ERPPD, se, 904.73; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 13.23; Verizonwireless, su, 
76.97; NE Health Lab, se, 303.00; 
One Call Concepts, se, 3.58; NE 
Dept of Environment & Energy, 
loan, 53594.82; Kyle Pelster, rtn 
dep, 107.32; NE Dept of Reve-
nue, tax, 400.32; US Post Office, 
postage, 27.70; To Kyle Pelster, 
on acct, 92.68; Payroll, 3505.99

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 722.75; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 51.27; Midwest Laboratories, 
se, 206.42; One Call Concepts, 
se, 3.58; NE Dept of Environment 
& Energy, loan, 3294.51; NE 
Dept of Revenue, tax, 1061.56; 
Payroll, 1327.25

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 158.08; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 58.46; APPEARA, su, 52.31; 
Elgin One Stop, su, 14.38; Black 
Hills Energy, se, 121.67

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 
se, 5295.25; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 66.28; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 35.05; 
Bank of Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 179.74; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 41.43; 
Payroll, 425.76

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 56.01; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 48.47; Amazon, su, 38.17; 
Dianne Gunderson, su, 21.31; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 82.58; 
Payroll, 1197.90

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 35.94
RESCUE: Kim Fangman, su, 

886.53; Northeast Community 
College, fuel, 56.88; Precision 
Repair, LLC, rpr, 624.03; Jeff 
Henn, misc, 25.00; Ellie, Olivia & 
Hadley Henn, misc, 25.00; Quick 
Med Claims, su, 306.44; Ken-
neth Bode, misc, 25.00; Jaida 

Thompson, misc, 25.00
• Five stainless steel doors 

and hardware to be installed at 
the park bathhouse for $7,012.00

• Adjourned the regular meet-
ing at 7:37 p.m. and opened the 
Reorganizational Meeting at 7:37 
p.m.

• Oath of Office to Mayor 
Schmitt, Councilman Ward 1 Klu-
the, Councilman Ward 2 Dvorak

• Mike Dvorak as Council Pres-
ident

• Resolution 2022-4, Setting 
appointments and committees 
for 2023

• Resolution 2022-5, Signing 
the year end certification of City 
Street Superintendent

• Contract with ACES for wa-
ter replacement project for 
$16,00.00

• 20 year $50,000.00 term life 
insurance for BJ Bode

• Set January meeting date for 
Wednesday, January 4, 2023 at 
7:30 p.m.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Tabled lease for digital sign 
from the Elgin Community Club

• Presentation of Proclamation
• Metering yard hydrants
• Tabled new pickup for main-

tenance dept. 
• Vehicles sitting on streets un-

moved
• Owner of dog at large was 

fined
• Clean up progress made at 

306 Elm Street
• Should be 2 ft. setback from 

the curb on residential streets
• Calculation of sewer rates
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, January 4, 
2023

• Reorganizational Meeting ad-
journed at 8:36 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: December 14, 2022
ZNEZ

Notice — Estate of Joan J. Hoffman
NOTICE

Estate of JOAN J. HOFFMAN, 
Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on 
December 8, 2022, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR22-33, Greg 
S. Hoffman, whose mailing ad-

dress is P.O. Box 86, Clearwater, 
NE 68726, has been appointed 
as personal representative of 
this estate. Creditors of this es-
tate must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 14, 
2023 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall submit their claims to 

the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: December 14, 21 & 
28, 2022
ZNEZ

Diesel prices are about $1.20 
higher per gallon in Nebraska 
than they were a year ago, and 
around the country the mar-
gin of increase is even greater. 
Home heating oil, similar in 
composition to diesel, has 
more than doubled in price 
since the winter of 2015-2016. 
Because of this, the Energy 
Information Administration 
estimates homeowners who 
use heating oil will see heat-
ing bills 45 percent higher 
than last winter. Furthermore, 
natural gas prices are an 
astounding 66 percent higher 
than 2021.

Energy reliability is a 
critical buffer against extreme 
temperatures. 

Ending the regulatory as-
sault on U.S. energy develop-
ment and financing will be a 
key priority for House Republi-
cans in the new year.

Ethanol is a valuable, sus-
tainable component of an all-
of-the-above winning approach 
to energy, and this week I 

From Page Four
Smith

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

December 6th, 2022
The chairperson opened the 

meeting.  Notice of meeting pub-
lished as required by statute.

Approved Agenda.  Approved 
minutes of the 11-07-2022 BOC 
Meeting. Miles of Smiles annual 
review. Correspondence was re-
viewed. CDC Report, Treasurer 
fund balance, Treasurer’s mis-
cellaneous revenue report and 
Zoning Permit report,

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Increased meeting stipend to 

$50.00 meeting.
Opened bids for semi-tractors. 

Tabled decision.
Met with Highway Superinten-

dent regarding various projects.
Authorized release of Thun-

derhead RUA bond.
Approved participation fee for 

3rd party administration – First 
Concord.

Approved one improvement 
grant.  Approved setting fund 
balance for Improvement Grants.

Authorized agreement for 
NDOT for surveyor agreement.

Approved representative to at-
tend NACO meeting.

Denied participation in Well-
ness Clinic for 2023.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved two (2) access per-

mits, two (2) oversize permits, 
and five (5) underground per-
mits.

Met with the Treasurer and 
set fees regarding motor vehicle 
mailing fees.

Appointed Committee to set 
up interview with maintenance 
applicant.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: December 14, 2022
ZNEZ

By Sandy Schroth
Court reporter

Koda K. Fernau, 18, of Clear-
water appeared in front of the 
Honorable Donna Taylor Dec. 
6, beside his court-appointed 
attorney Ryan Stover of Nor-
folk, for a status hearing on a 
felony count of making terror-
istic threats and for arraign-
ment on two misdemeanor 
counts of disturbing the peace. 

Stover asked for a continu-
ance, “not out very far…Koda 
has been in the Antelope Coun-
ty Jail since September.” 

He then asked for review of 
Fernau’s $25,000, 10% bond. 

“I am sure he would like to 
be home with his family for 
Christmas. His mom agreed to 
help him continue with school-
work that he had been doing at 
the jail…He is set to graduate 
in January.”

Madison County attorney 
Joe Smith, filling in for An-
telope County attorney Joe 
Abler, opposed reduction of 
bond and suggested setting a 
preliminary hearing.

“I am not sure how long 
(Abler’s) illness will keep him 
away,” the prosecutor said. 
“(Fernau’s case) involves very 
serious threats.” 

Taylor denied bond modifi-
cation. “Bond for his charges 
is actually set pretty low,” she 
said before scheduling the pre-
liminary hearing for Dec. 28.

Taylor told Fernau and his 
attorney that Antelope County 
district court will be in ses-
sion Dec. 21 and offered an 
option for a short bond hearing 
at the conclusion of the district 
court cases. “I will be around, 
and we will work you in,” she 
said.

Smith said he should know 
more about the timing of 
Abler’s return by then.

Bond is continued. Fernau 
was remanded to the custody 
of Antelope County Sheriff 
Bob Moore. 

Fernau’s charges stem from 
actions allegedly committed 
in September. Allegedly, while 
riding on a Summerland bus 

Bond amendment denied for teen accused of school threat
Sept. 2, he commented about 
purchasing a firearm and, 
while at work in Neligh on 
Sept. 9, he allegedly threatened 
to shoot up a Summerland 
Public School bus.

Lynn D. Koinzan, 62, of Elgin 
who is accused of a Class 3 
misdemeanor count of reckless 
driving, appeared for his pre-
trial hearing but his attorney 
did not. Taylor asked Koinzan 
to call the attorney but the 
defendant could not recall the 
man’s last name. Taylor looked 
in the record and found the 
attorney was Bradley Easland 
of Norfolk. She left the court-
room to call Easland. 

“He was rather embarrassed 
to admit that, although he 
was the one who requested a 
continuance, he didn’t get it 
(new date) on his calendar,” 
the judge reported when she 
returned to the courtroom.

She continued the hearing to 

Jan. 18, 2023.
Barbara Youngblood ap-

peared alongside Antelope 
County public defender Pat 
Carney of Norfolk for fur-
ther arraignment on Count I, 
third-degree assault, a Class 
1 misdemeanor, and Count II, 
disturbing the peace, a Class 
3 misdemeanor, both alleged 
Sept. 24. Youngblood entered 
not guilty pleas to both charg-
es and requested jury trial. 
Pretrial hearing is set Jan. 18.

Through Carney, Adam M. 
Babl of Norfolk requested a 
continuance of his pretrial 
hearing, due to illness. Babl 
is charged with no proof of fi-
nancial responsibility, a Class 
2 misdemeanor and no valid 
registration, a Class 3 misde-
meanor, both alleged June 18.  
Taylor continued the hearing 
to Jan. 18. Babl is represented 
by Carney.

introduced the bipartisan 
Consumer and Fuel Retailer 
Choice Act which would allow 
for the year-round, nationwide 
sale of E15. I have long cham-
pioned year-round E15 which 
ensures greater choice and op-
portunity for consumers and 
producers alike. 

Earlier this year, I pushed 
the Biden administration to 
extend the availability of E15 
during the summer which 
helped alleviate pain at the 
pump. There is no reason for 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) not to extend 
to E15 the same year-round 
regulatory relief currently 
provided to E10.

President Biden must re-
verse the freeze on federal oil 
and gas leases he instituted on 
day-one of his presidency. His 
policies are killing American 
jobs and further hampering 
our supply chain while he 
pursues energy dependence on 
nations like Venezuela and 
Saudi Arabia.

Community 
Center  Menus

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, December 19: 
Chicken & rice casserole, 
broccoli, pears, milk.

Tuesday, December 
20: Chili, cinnamon roll, 
carrots & celery, cheese & 
crackers, cottage cheese, 
pineapple, milk.

Wednesday, December 
21: (Evening Meal) Ham, 
augratin potatoes, peas, 
angel food cake w/
strawberries, milk.

Thursday, December 
22: Breakfast casserole, 
muffins, strawberry/
banana mix, milk.

Friday, December 23: 
Ham salad sandwich, 
potato wedges, mixed 
vegetables, peaches, milk.
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Employees of Antelope Memorial Hospital were recognized for years of service and Caring Kind at 
the AMH Christmas Party held on Friday, December 9th at the American Legion in Neligh. Receiv-
ing awards (for number of years honored) were front row (l-r): Molly Navratil (5), Karol Michael (25), 
Megan Becklun (5), and Tammy Struebing (20); back row: Gayle Carlson (25), Casey Borgelt (5), 
Mary Tomjack (10), Ann Schrader (5), Marissa Nelson (5), Bethany Schacht (5), Rhonda Meyer (40) 
and Angela Sucha (5). Not pictured: Kenzi Buck (5), Brian Hain (5), Danielle Van Buren (10), Tami 
Kester (10), Elizabeth Furstenau (20), Jeanette Henn (35), Michael Mortensen (35), Carol Anderson 
(45) and Marvi Pruden (Caring Kind). Photo submitted

AMH honors employees for years of service

aswered back. Field goals by 
Ashlynne Charf and Meis, and 
free throws by Sara Bode and 
Keyera Eisenhauer sealed the 
victory. EPPJ made all six of 
their free throw attempts in 
the final quarter.

Eisenhauer led the Wolfpack 
in points with 11, Meis had 10 
and Bode added nine. EPPJ 
connected on 17 of 55 field 
goal attempts and 15 of 20 free 
throws.

Charf pulled down 12 re-
bounds.

The victory improved the 
Wolfpack’s record to 4-1.

EPPJ 51, Wausa 37
Wolfpack………11  15  17  8 — 51
Vikings…………3  11  20  3 — 37
Wolfpack — Ashlynne Charf 3-8 
0-0 6, Skyler Meis 3-13 4-4 10, 
Brenna Martinsen 3-7 1-6 7, Kate 
Furstenau 3-9 0-0 6, Keyera Ei-
senhauer 2-6 6-6 11, Maddie 
Kolm 1-5 0-0 2, Sara Bode 2-6 
4-4 9. Team totals: 17-55 15-20 
51. Three-point shots — Wolf-
pack 2-16 (Keyera Eisenhauer, 
Sara Bode). Plainview team to-
tals: 14-42 4-9 37. Three-point 
shots — 5-11.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 38 (Ashlynne Charf 12, 
Brenna Martinsen 7), Vikings 25. 
Assists — Wolfpack 9 (Brenna 
Martinsen 3, Ashlynne Charf 3), 
Vikings 8. Steals — Wolfpack 16 
(Ashlynne Charf 5, Skyler Meis 
4), Vikings 7. Turnovers — Wolf-
pack 17, Vikings 30.

From Page Six
Wausa

Senior Skyler Meis slipped past 
Wausa defenders to score two 
of her 10 points Saturday. E-R 
photo/DMorgan
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Down the stretch, the War-
riors twice cut the Wolfpack’s 
lead to five points in the final 
minute.

The Wolfpack made just 
three of eight free throws to 
close out the game. An uncon-
tested basket by the Warriors 
just before the buzzer account-
ed for the four-point margin of 
victory.

Aside from Hoefer, Henn was 
the only other Wolfpack player 
to score in double figures, with 
13 points. EPPJ (3-0) made 17 of 
44 field goal attempts and just 
nine of 19 free throws.

EPPJ 48, Neligh-Oakdale 44
Warriors………11  6  12  15 — 44
Wolfpack……..16  12  9  11 — 48
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 6-15 1-4 
13, Paiton Hoefer 7-14 6-9 24, 
Austin Good 2-5 0-1 4, Myles Kit-
telson 1-4 0-1 3, Camryn Pelster 
0-1 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 0-3 1-2 
1, Dylon Lueking 1-2 1-2 3, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 17-
44 9-19 48. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 5-13 (Paiton Hoefer 4, 
Myles Kittelson).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 28 (Blake Henn 8). 
Assists — Wolfpack 6 (Paiton 
Hoefer 3). Steals — Wolfpack 7 
(Nick Anderson 3). Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 12.

From Page Seven
Warriors

A felony case against Justin 
M. Golter, 47, was dismissed 
in Antelope County court 
last week. Golter is currently 
incarcerated at the Nebraska 
Department of Corrections Re-
ception and Treatment Center 
in Lincoln. Antelope County 
Attorney Joe Abler filed a 
document Dec. 5, dismissing 
a 2022 Class 1D felony charge, 
possession of methampheta-
mine with intent to deliver. 

The charge stemmed from 
meth allegedly found in a vehi-

Antelope County attorney dismisses felony drug case
cle Golter had driven to the 
courthouse Aug. 31, the day 
he fled from officers after a 
district court appearance for 
a similar crime committed in 
2020.

Golter, who was sentenced 
Nov. 30 by Antelope County 
district court judge Mark 
Johnson, in the 2020 case, to 
five to eight years in prison, 
had been scheduled for pre-
liminary hearing Dec. 7 in 
county court on the 2022 
charge. 

In addition, a document 
signed Nov. 30 by Abler, Ante-
lope County public defender 
Pat Carney and Martin Klein 
of Neligh, who represented 
Marilyn Golter, owner of the 
vehicle that the drugs were 
allegedly located in, stipulated 
that all evidence had been col-
lected and the vehicle, which 
had been impounded since the 
August incident, should be re-
leased. Golter was represented 
in both cases by Carney.

Misdemeanor charges 

against Jacob Thramer of 
Oakdale were also recently 
dismissed by Abler, without 
prejudice. Charges included 
second-degree trespassing and 
criminal mischief. 

Abler indicated in the 

dismissal document, filed 
Oct. 26, “There is insufficient 
evidence and investigation by 
law enforcement at this time 
to support a conviction of the 
offenses alleged in the com-
plaint.”
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Grace
Rittscher

Grace Rittscher, a 2019 
graduate of  Elgin Public High 
School, has been awarded 
the Schuchardt Family 
Scholarship for the 2022-2023 
academic year. Rittscher is a 
senior majoring in elementary 
education and K-6 special 

Rittscher awarded UNL Schuchardt Scholarship
education at the University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) 
College of  Education and 
Human Sciences (CEHS).

While in high school, 
Rittscher, the daughter of  
Kevin and Sonia Rittscher 
of  rural Elgin, got a well-

rounded, extra-curricular 
experience with volleyball, 
basketball, golf, one act, speech, 
quiz bowl, art, choir, and band. 
She also served as a class 
officer, was on student council, 
and an honor roll student. 

Rittscher, scheduled to 
graduate spring 2023, student 
teaches next semester at 
Pershing Elementary School 
in Lincoln, first working 
with second grade general 
education. Then she transitions 
to grades three through five 
special education teaching 
social skills and providing 
help with specific subjects. She 
hopes to eventually acquire a 
rural teaching assignment after 
spending a couple more years 
in the Lincoln area honing her 
skills. Job interviews begin in 
late March. 

About her major, she said her 
grandmother and mother, both 
teachers, plus 
her younger 
brother “turned 
me onto little 
kids tying their 
shoes, reading, 
and learning.” 
A believer in 
inclusivity for 
all children, 
regardless of  
ability and 
behavior, 
Rittscher said 
the special education emphasis 
was added later to her college 
journey. 

Rittscher expressed 
appreciation for the generous 
scholarship saying that 
“it helps me form other 
connections, to find a home 
away from home here at the 
university. It’s important to 
know that going into a four-
year college, you think you’re 
by yourself ” and then you 
learn you’re not and people 
from your hometown are 
behind you wanting you to 
succeed. 

The scholarship is funded 
through the University of  
Nebraska Foundation by 
Rick and Jane Schuchardt of  
rural Elgin, both UNL first-
generation, bachelor’s degree 
graduates. With appreciation 
for the stellar education they 
received in the early 1970s, 
the scholarship is designed 
for Antelope County students 
with preference given to those 
attending Elgin schools. It 
is given to undergraduate 
students at any level majoring 
in courses of  study offered 
by CEHS and the College 
of  Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources 
(CASNR). Candidates must 
have a minimum grade point 
average of  3.0 and preferably 
demonstrate financial need.

ELGIN — A season to cel-
ebrate wrapped up Monday 
night with the presentation of 
Wolfpack volleyball awards.

Players, many joined by par-
ents, attended the event held 
at the EPS gymnasium. Head 
Coach Liz Selting, joined by 
assistant coaches Sandi Henn 
and Kim Zwingman, presided 
over the half-hour program.

Selting said four players 
earned statewide recognition 
from the state’s largest news-
paper — The Omaha World-
Herald. Receiving honorable 
mention in Class D1 were 
Skyler Meis, Chloe Henn, 
Ashlynne Charf and Baylee 
Busteed.

Awards handed out were:
Most Valuable Player — Ash-

lynne Charf, varsity; Camry 
Kittelson, JV; and Halle Luek-
ing, C team

Wolfpack - given to the 
athlete that works hard on and 
off the court leader (V/JV/C) 

2022 Wolfpack volleyball letter winners this season were (front row, l-r): Kate Furstenau, Baylee Bust-
eed, Brenna Martinsen and Camry Kittelson. Back row: Skyler Meis, Chloe Henn, Keyera Eisenhauer, 
Maddie Kolm and Sara Bode. Not pictured: Ashlynne Charf. E-R photo/LMorgan

EPPJ volleyball awards handed out

Earning MVP/Wolfpack awards for their play during the season 
were (front row, l-r): Camry Kittelson and Tessa Barlow. Back row: 
Skyler Meis, Halle Lueking and Keyera Eisenhauer. Not pictured: 
Ashlynne Charf. E-R photo/LMorgan
— Skyler Meis, Keyera Eisen-
hauer and Tessa Barlow

Best Offensive Player (V/
JV/C)— Chloe Henn, Kayton 
Zwingman and Halle Lueking

Best Defensive Player (V/
JV/C) — Kate Furstenau, 
Kaitey Schumacher and Haley 

Parks
Hustle Award (V/JV/C) 

— Ashlynne Charf, Keyera 
Eisenhauer and Reese Stuhr

Most Improved (V/JV/C) — 
Maddie Kolm, Camry Kittel-
son and Laia Domingo

Pirates drop EPPJ 45 to 40 on Friday
PLAINVIEW — Up by four 

points early in the fourth 
quarter, Elgin Public-Pope 
John saw victory slip through 
their hands as Plainview 
rallied for a 45 to 40 victory 

Friday night.
Kate Furstenaus’ trey at the 

7:45 mark of the fourth quar-
ter gave EPPJ a 35 to 31 lead.

Then the Pirates took con-
trol of the game, going on a 

nine-to-zero run led by junior 
Teya Boyer’s four points.

EPPJ was held scoreless for 
more than six minutes before 
Keyera Eisenhauer sank a free 
throw to cut Plainview’s lead 
to 42 to 36 with 1:36 left in the 
game. Furstenau’s two-pointer 
and free throws from Skyler 
Meis and Ashlynne Charf 
pulled the Wolfpack to within 
two, 42 to 40 with 44 seconds 
left in the game.

EPPJ would then be held 
scoreless the rest of the game 
as Abigail Promarek scored 
the last three points. The 
Pirates prevailed despite miss-
ing five of six free throws in 
the last minute of play.

Meis led the Wolfpack with 
11 points. EPPJ connected on 
just 14 of 40 field goal attempts 
(three of 12 from three-point 
range).

According to statistics from 
the game, EPPJ outrebounded 
Plainview 40 to 17, led by Charf 
with 15.

However, turnovers proved 
to be costly as EPPJ had 29 
compared to just 19 for the 
Pirates.

The loss was the first for the 
Wolfpack who fell to 3-1.

Plainview 45, EPPJ 40
Wolfpack………16   8  8   8 — 40
Pirates…………12  10  9  14 — 45
Wolfpack — Ashlynne Charf 
3-10 3-7 9, Skyler Meis 4-7 2-3 
11, Brenna Martinsen 1-3 2-2 4, 
Kate Furstenau 4-5 0-0 9, Key-
era Eisenhauer 2-11 2-4 7, Mad-
die Kolm 0-1 0-0 0, Sara Bode 
0-3 0-0 0. Team totals: 14-40 
9-16 40. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 3-12 (Skyler Meis, Key-
era Eisenhauer, Kate Furstenau). 
Plainview team totals: 20-50 1-7 
45. Three-point shots — Plain-
view 4-15.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 40 (Ashlynne Charf 
15), Pirates 17. Assists — Wolf-
pack 10 (Skyler Meis 3), Pirates 
11. Steals — Wolfpack 8 (Ash-
lynne Charf 3), Pirates 9. Turno-
vers — Wolfpack 29, Pirates 19.

With her teammates looking on, Brenna Martinsen drives to the bas-
ket for a layup. E-R photo/DMorgan


