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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 52 degrees recorded 
on December 9. The low was 
11 degrees on December 6. 

Altogether, 0.45 of  an inch 
precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Dec 6 27 11   
Dec 7 33 15  
Dec 8 47 19  
Dec 9 52 30    
Dec 10 30 19  0.45  
Dec 11 34 20  
Dec 12 41 26    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.45
Total for December ........ .. 0.45
Total for 2021 ................. ..21.83

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Invitation to Bid — Ante-
lope County

Proceedings (2) — Elgin 
City Council

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice — Estate of  Melvern 
Heithoff  

Notice — Estate of  Sonya K. 
Wickersham

Notice of  Meeting — Ante-
lope County Commissioners

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 

Pope John XXIII Central 
Catholic High School and St. 
Boniface Elementary School 
will present their Christmas 
Concert in the St. Boniface 
Gym on Tuesday, December 
21 at 6:30 p.m.  

Several holiday selections 
will be presented by the stu-
dents. Please come and enjoy 
the music of  the season.

PJCC, St. Boniface
Christmas concert
to be Tuesday
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Thursday night 
fire claims life of 
Bartlett man

A fire Thursday night, 
December 9, in Bartlett 
claimed one life. According 
to Wheeler County Attorney 
Joseph McNally,  the Bartlett 
Volunteer Fire Department 
was called to a structure fire 
at 220 North 3rd Street in 
Bartlett at 8:46 PM. 

McNally said the resi-
dence was found to be fully 
involved and mutual aid was 
requested from both Ericson 
and Chambers Fire Depart-
ments. He said once extin-
guished, the fire department 
personnel located one male 
occupant deceased within the 
residence. 

The cause was determined, 
McNally said, to be acciden-
tal as a result of  the wood-
stove catching nearby com-
bustibles on fire. An autopsy 
was ordered and the results 
are pending at this time. 

The deceased party has 
been identified as Kenneth 
Lidgett, age 81 of  Bartlett. 

The fire was investigated 
by the Nebraska State Fure 
Marshal’s Office, the Wheeler 
County Sheriff ’s Office, and 
the Wheeler County Attor-
ney’s Office with assistance 
from the above noted fire 
departments and Bartlett 
ambulance personnel, the 
county attorney said.

By Dennis Morgan and Jessie Reestman
Could there soon be a new Internet provider serving Elgin?
At last week’s meeting of  the Antelope County Board of  

Commissioners, Klint Arnold of  Stealth Broadband, share 
information on fiber optics being placed in the countryside.

Arnold told the commissioners a $1.2 million fiber optics 
project is being considered for Elgin. 

The project, he said, would be funded (about half) in 
matching grants.

He said Stealth Broadband is also looking at projects 
in Oakdale. However, Arnold said Great Plains 
Communications is in the process of  challenging the 
Oakdale project.

Another project he spoke of  involves the Brunswick 
community. He said that one is being challenged by the 
Plainview phone company.

What projects Stealth Broadband will be awarded will be 
made known on Tuesday, January 4.

Arnold said estimated costs of  providing fiber optic 
service in rural America is approximately $30,000 per mile.

Arnold said he will be back to update commissioners in 
February 2022.
Re-districting

Re-districting of  county commissioner districts was 
discussed with Josie Schafer from the University of  
Nebraska-Omaha. Visiting with the commissioners via 
ZOOM, Schafer said the deadline is fast approaching on this 
issue, redistricting needing to be completed by the end of  
December.

Schafer said Antelope County has lost a small amount 
of  population, according to Census figures. She said the 
county’s population is now 6,295 persons. Despite the decline, 
re-districting must be done every 10 years.

“Redistricting makes sure that everyone has equal 
representation,” Schafer said.

Two possible re-districting maps were shown to the 
commissioners. The new maps do cut down the number 
of  precincts, but also keeps the population split fair for 
commissioner districts.

All of  Elgin would remain in the same district currently 
represented by Commissioner Carolyn Pedersen. However, 
it’s likely there will be a new county commissioner elected in 
2022 as Pedersen has publicly stated her intention not to run 
in the coming election.

Of  note, Schafer said District Three will take the northern 
part of  Neligh, District Four will take the southern part of  
Neligh. The community of  Orchard would be split by re-
districting.

At the close of  her presentation, commissioner districts 
were approved on a five-to-zero vote.

A future pipeline to go 
through Antelope County?

The Antelope County 
Commissioners learned last 
week that could happen if  
developers have their way.

Dayton Murty of  Midwest 
Carbon Express spoke 
to the commissioners at 
their meeting last week. 
Representing Summit Carbon 
Solutions based out of  Ames, 
Iowa, Murty said the project 
would be to capture CO2 
emissions and send them 
through a pipeline and then be 
released one mile underground 
in North Dakota.

The project is one which 
he hopes to be utilized here 
and elsewhere to make 
ethanol plants “green” (more 
environmentally friendly).

The project would represent 
five different ethanol plants 
across Nebraska, he said, and 
call for the construction of  
pipelines across the state.

“Environmentally, this 
would be the largest CO2 
storage capture,” Murty 
indicated, with small pipelines 
stretching approximately 2,000 
miles.

Employees of Antelope Memo-
rial Hospital were recognized for 
years of service and Caring Kind 
at the AMH Christmas Party held 
on Friday, December 3rd at the 
American Legion in Neligh. Re-
ceiving awards (for number of 
years honored) were – pictured 
above (l-r): Michelle Bolling (10), 
Donna Vice (5), Sarah Dunn 
(10), Julie Mlnarik (10), John 
Mlnarik (board member – presi-
dent), Crystal Smith (10 and Car-
ing Kind) and Gordon Shrader 
(board member). Pictured right 
(l-r): Linda Hankla (45), Janice 
Heithoff (45) and Wanda Linnaus 
(45). Not pictured: Carla Bolli (5) 
and Ashley Niewohner, APRN 
(5). Photos submitted 

AMH honors Elgin employees for years of service

Stealth Broadband looking
to expand service in county

The District #18 Board of  
Education will hold their 
regular monthly meeting on 
December 15 (tonight).

Items on the ‘action’ agenda 
include:

• Accept 2022-2023 and 
2023-2024 negotiated teacher 
contracts

• Accept a two-year contract 
with Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus which will extend 
til the end of  the 2023-2024 
school year

• Approve transfers from the 
Student Fees Fund, Bank of  
Elgin and Great Plains State 
Bank to the General Fund

• Approve on second reading 
Policy 502.02 R1 Standards for 
Acceptance or Rejection of  
Option Students

• Approve the number of  
early retirement applications 
to be accepted

• Grant approval of  an 
additional transfer of  
matching funds of  $5000 to the 
Wolfpack account

• Gator replacement
• Golf  uniform replacement
The meeting, to begin at 

6:30 p.m., will be held in the 
distance learning room at the 
high school and is open to the 
public.

#18 school board meets tonight

If  the project takes off, he 
said landowners would receive 
compensation and also be 
required to sign necessary 
agreements.

The goal of  the company is 
to get the project operational 
by 2021. Plans in 2022 would 
focus on getting permits and 
easements at the local, state 
and federal level. In 2023, 
construction would begin.

On another matter, the board 
recognized the need to hold 
a meeting to discuss wage 
package options for county 
employees for 2022. 

Commissioner Regina Krebs, 
noting that a “low, low, low” 
cost of  living increase was 
approved four years ago, said 
2022 is “probably going to have 
to be a catch-up year.”

A benefit package, she said, 
will need to be built into the 
wage package.

To that end, a workshop 
for commissioners to discuss 
the wage issue for county 
employees will be held 
Tuesday, Dec. 21, beginning at 
8 a.m. in the commissioners’ 
room at the courthouse in 
Neligh. 

A future CO2 pipeline coming?
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Community center meals next week are: 
Monday, December 20: Meatball sub, potato salad, baked beans, 

pineapple, milk.
Tuesday, December 21: Vegetable beef  soup, cornbread soup, 

celery/carrots, milk.
Wednesday, December 22: Chili cheese dogs, baked beans, 

coleslaw, peaches, milk.
Thursday, December 23: Chicken fried steak, mashed potato, 

green beans, strawberries, cheesecake, dinner roll, milk.
Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve (closed).

(Menus are provided by the Community Center and are subject to 
change)

Suggested price is $5 per meal for persons 60 years of  age and 
older. 

Serving starts at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 12:15. p.m. Please 
call 843-5757 by 9:30 a.m. for a reservation. For a great meal, come 
to the community center! 

Community Center Menus

Shop at Home!

The mobile food pantry, sponsored by the Neligh United Meth-
odist Church as well as various other churches, individuals, and 

Mobile food pantry to be
in Neligh on December 21

See PANTRY, Page Three
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Shop At Home to Support Our Merchants!

Around the holidays, it can be hard to stay on track with PFC 
balanced eating, especially at breakfast. This holiday themed 
egg bake helps you start the day off  on the right start and is the 

perfect dish to serve family as well! Plus, 
you can make this egg bake ahead of  time 
and let it sit in the fridge for up to 5 days 
or freeze, thaw, and reheat for later.

Add 1/2 an avocado on top, and you 
have the perfect PFC balanced meal that 
will keep you satisfied until lunch and off  
the blood sugar roller coaster!

Holiday Egg Breakfast Bake
Ingredients: 
• 12 eggs 
• 12oz bacon, cut into ½” pieces
• 2 tsp sea salt, divided 
• 1/2 tsp garlic powder 
• 1 tsp pepper, divided 
• 1 cup spinach 
• 1/2 onion, diced 
• 1 potato or sweet potato, diced
Preheat the oven to 375. In a large skil-

let, saute the bacon, spinach, onion, and 
potato of  choice. Add half  the spices, and 
cook until the vegetables are tender and 

the bacon is cooked. In a large bowl, add the eggs and other 
spices. Mix well.

Line an 8x11” pan (smaller or larger also work) with parch-

ment paper. 
Add the vegetable mixture and pour the egg mixture evenly 

over top. 
Bake for 30 minutes (more for a smaller pan, shorter for a 

larger pan) or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes 
out clean. Serve and enjoy! 

Enjoy fresh, keep in the fridge for up to 5 days, and/or cut 
into pieces and freeze for later use! If  freezing, completely thaw 
before reheating in the microwave.

Want some different add-ins for the egg bake? Try these op-
tions instead:

Protein: adding in cooked ground beef, turkey, chicken, or 
pork (my favorite); diced, precooked chicken, beef, or pork 
sausages; leftover meat from the night before; or bacon are all 
great options.

Vegetables: pick from any vegetables that hold up to being 
cooked. Examples include broccoli, cauliflower, green beans, 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, spinach, kale, onion, peppers, and 
mushrooms. 

Always dice about the same size.
A few of  my favorite combinations:
1. Shredded potato, onion, spinach, ground pork
2. Diced sweet potato, red pepper, bacon
3. Mushrooms, green pepper, onion, shredded potato, spinach 

chicken sausage
4. Jalapeno, pepper, onion, shredded potato, spicy ground 

sausage
I hope you enjoy the versatility of  this recipe as much as I do!

Start the day off right with this breakfast bake

Sixty Years Ago
December 7, 1961

Signs are being erected on Highway 
14 at the north and south edge of  
town, advertising American Legion 
Post 229, according to a vote taken at 
the Post’s Monday evening meeting.

A tabulation of  Elgin municipal 
swimming pool receipts and 
disbursements received this week 
from Bill Hopkins, village board 
treasurer, reveals a profit of  $344.28 
for operation of  the pool over the past 
summer. The balance carried over 
from last year was $30.94.

Pool managers’ salaries $1,450.03; 
power $173.01; girls’ salaries $280.22; 
miscellaneous expenses $49.18; 
material repairs, etc. $210.13; 
chemicals and supplies $333.82; pop, 
candy, etc. $782.66; gas $307.00.    

Fifty Years Ago
December 16, 1971 

Looking Back
According to Mrs. Sylvester Josten, 

82 children in the one to 12 age group 
were immunized for the measles, 
Rubella and Roela at Neligh High 
School. 

Last year there were over 400 
vaccinations given to local children at 
Neligh. An immunization drive was 
for 1-12 year old children throughout 
the county. The following year, 1972, 
youths in the kindergarten class 
here will receive the polio booster 
immunization. 

Pickups belonging to John Beck, 
Dennis Jochum and John Davis were 
broken into and hunting equipment 
was stolen, according to reports from 
the County Sheriff ’s office at Neligh. 
Break-ins were at the respective 
homes. Taken from the John Beck 
pick-up was a .22 bolt action rifle 
and a box of  .22 rifle shells. Entry 
was made into the Dennis Jochum 

pickup through the right ventilator 
window. Stolen was a six pack 
of  .243 Winchester cartridges, 4 
Remington and 2 Federal plus 12 
Remington 6-shot shells. John Davis 
lost two guns, a .22 rifle and .410 
gauge shotgun. Entry here was also 
made through a ventilator window, 
according to the Antelope County 
Deputy Sheriff. Sheriff  Vernon 
Hixson investigated the break-ins.    

Thirty Years Ago
December 11, 1991

Elgin High School’s one-act play 
cast and crew will be competing in 
the State Play Production Contest 
held in Grand Island. The Elgin High 
students earned the trip to state 
by placing first in the D-4 District 
Contest at Silver Creek. This year’s 
play, “Silver Snow, Secret Snow” is 
a about a young man who is having 

difficulty dealing with the reality 
and the troubles of  everyday life. His 
fantasy world is filled with clean, 
pure snow played by Leah Frasch, 
Amy Evans and Chris Uttecht, which 
muffles and shuts out the real world. 
The action heightens when the lead 
character, Paul-played by Brad Clark, 
has to make the choice between 
fantasy and reality.

Winners were announced in the 
annual Christmas Lighting Contest 
sponsored by the Elgin Women’s Club. 
There were fewer contest entries 
this year because of  the bad weather 
that preceded the Christmas Fair. 
Winner of  the business exterior 
overall lighting display was Grothe 
Grain.  Winner for the best interior 
business overall lighting was Kumm 
Gas and Gift Shop. In the residential 
lighting categories, Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Getzfred  won first place for religious 

display, and Mr. and Mrs. Don Mackel 
won first place for overall residential 
lighting.  

Twenty Years Ago
December 12, 2001

Tara Hutchinson of  Elgin was a 
top six finalist in the 2002 Nebraska 
Teen USA Pageant held at the Johhny 
Carson Theatre in Norfolk. 

Miss Hutchinson also received 
a spirit award in the pageant. She 
is daughter of  Duane and Bernita 
Hutchinson  of  Elgin and a junior at 
Elgin High School.

Elgin FFA Chapter won first 
place in the annual District 10 FFA  
Leadership Event.  Elgin scored 24 
points, edging out second place Stuart 
by two points.

A large crowd of  ELgin area 
children and parents turned out for 
the annual visit with Santa Claus. 
Santa arrived aboard the fire truck, 
and visited with about 125 children.

By Jessie Reestman

Community News

businesses in the area, will be dispersing food at a different loca-
tion on Tuesday, December 21 from 3:00-5:00 pm.  

Pantry will be at the American Legion Club in Neligh on the 
alley side.   

Recipients should remain in their vehicles and our volunteers 
will load the food for them.  

Volunteers will be on hand to direct traffic and collect the  
numbers from each family for their household.

From Page Two

Pantry

HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia McEwen
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

SAY 
WHAT?

Elgin Columnist 
Jane Schuchardt

See SMITH, Page Five

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

Nebraska has had an elected Board of  Education 
for nearly 50 years, and it has been working just 
fine.

The eight-member board is elected by voters in 
eight statewide districts. They are not paid, and 
they appoint a state commissioner of  education 
to run the 508-employee Department of  Education 
which oversees a variety of  programs, including: 
statewide academic standards and assessments; 
accountability; teacher certification and disci-
pline; school accreditation; federal school aid and 
programs; career, technical and adult education; 
and vocational rehabilitation.

Now, the Governor is supporting a statewide 
petition drive to change the constitution and elimi-
nate the state Board of  Education. The proposal 
would shift oversight of  the Education Depart-
ment into the governor’s office and eliminate the 
elected board.

If  supporters of  this ill-advised drive garner 
125,000 valid signatures of  registered voters, the 
matter could appear on the November 2022 general 

hands full with angry parents complaining about 
masks and vaccine mandates or the lack of  same, 
I doubt they want anything else forced on their 
plate. The presence of  par-
ents concerned with these 
matters shows the current 
system favors accountabil-
ity and allows for parental 
involvement.

It’s worrisome that the 
proposal would put the 
Governor’s Office in charge 
of  millions of  federal dol-
lars that come into the state 
for education. Depending 
on who’s in charge, a lot of  
that money could end up go-
ing to private and parochial 
schools, Nickels said.  

John Spatz, executive 
director of  the Nebraska 
Association of  School 
Boards, said he has not 
seen the petition, and his 
organization hasn’t taken 
a position on it. But he said 
the organization typically opposes measures that 
would centralize decision-making in the hands of  
fewer people in Lincoln.

“You’re putting a lot of  faith in the executive 
branch to say, ‘We’re going to make those decisions 
for you,’” he said.

Despite the criticism of  the health education 
standards, the board held numerous meetings 
during which the public could weigh in, he said. 
People should consider whether similar opportuni-
ties for input would be offered under the proposed 
structure.

I agree. The system is working. Don’t mess with 
it.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

election ballot. Obviously, term-limited current 
Governor Pete Ricketts wouldn’t benefit from the 
move but ask yourself  just how much control you 
want in the Governor’s office.

Nationwide, 21 states (including Nebraska) give 
appointment power for education commissioner to 
the state board. In 16 states, the governor appoints 
and typically either the legislature or state board 
confirms the commissioner. In 12 states, the com-
missioner is elected by voters. In Oregon, the su-
perintendent of  public instruction is the governor.

Ricketts has clashed with the Education Depart-
ment several times in the past year. He spoke out 
strongly against adopting new health education 
standards for Nebraska schools that incorporated 
teaching about gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion. The board later abandoned those proposed 
recommendations for local school districts after it 
encountered strong opposition. He also chastised 
the department for projects he termed as favorable 
to Critical Race Theory.

“The Nebraska Department of  Education should 
respect that parents are the primary educators of  
their children, and the agency must continue to be 
accountable to the people of  Nebraska,” Ricketts 
said.

I agree there are certain things best taught at 
home, but I wouldn’t say that makes me a primary 
educator, thank you.

Critics of  the petition drive said it would con-
centrate too much power in the governor’s office 
and mess up a system that is working. Current 
state Board President Maureen Nickels said the 
change would cause “chaos” in the department. 
State teacher’s union President Jenni Benson said 
the proposal would “put total power in the hands 
of  the governor.”

Petition sponsor Kelli Brady of  Bellevue said the 
intent is to move “major functions” of  the depart-
ment to the new office and return some of  the de-
partment’s responsibilities to local school boards. 
“Give the power back to the people that are dealing 
directly with the children,” she said.

Given that local school boards already have their 

Please leave the State Board of Education alone

As the Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments this month 
for Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health, attention to the rights of  
the unborn and laws regulating 
abortion soared. While there has 
been no shortage of  speculation 
about the outcome and conse-
quences of  the case, there is good 
reason to believe this could be 
a landmark case for the pro-life 
movement.

The Court’s ruling, expected 
early next summer, will not 
only impact the Mississippi law 
limiting elective abortion after 
15 weeks of  gestation, but could 
have implications for the fate of  
Roe v. Wade itself. Because the 
stakes are so high, this case has 
elevated concern and emotion in 
the hearts and minds of  those on 
both sides. While I recognize this, 
I remain committed to protecting 
unborn children and respecting 
the challenges faced by abortion-

vulnerable 
mothers 
and fathers.

As a 
member of  
the Con-
gressional 
Pro-Life 
Caucus, I 
have been 
especially 
concerned 
about both 
President 
Biden and 
House 
Appro-
priations 
Chair Rosa 
DeLauro’s 
stated 
intent to 
remove the 

Hyde Amendment from spending 
bills starting this year. For de-
cades, the Hyde Amendment has 
been included in annual spend-
ing bills with bipartisan support, 
blocking government funding 
from being used to pay for abor-
tions. In addition to cosponsor-
ing legislation to permanently 
codify the Hyde Amendment, I 
also cosponsored the recently in-
troduced Conscience Protection 
Act, which would protect health 
care providers from retaliation if  
their moral or religious convic-
tions prevent them from perform-
ing abortions.

Exactly how the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health will impact 
protections for the unborn re-
mains to be seen, but even if  Roe 
v. Wade is completely overturned 
the fight to protect innocent life 
will not be over. States would 
still be able to allow abortions in 

Protecting
life

While Nebraskans embrace Husker red, there’s 
even more of  that hue in our decorations, clothing, 
and greetings during the Christmas season. Green, 
too. Ever wonder why? 

Historians claim the Celtics long ago noticed ev-
ergreen plants such as holly and mistletoe brought 
cheer and promise of  nature’s continual growth 
during the bleak and dreary days of  winter. Chris-
tianity plays a part. Red for the blood of  Jesus. 
Green for eternal life. 

And to top it all off, there’s 
commercialism. In the early 
1900s, the Coca-Cola Compa-
ny introduced a grandfather-
ly gent with red clothing and 
a white beard. He became so 
popular that this image stuck 
as America’s Santa Claus. 
Handy for marketing the 
season. 

In general, red symbol-
izes life, courage, and love, 
all requiring passion. Red 
also screams danger, which 
is why stoplights bear this 
color.

Many lay out the red car-
pet, meaning to bring out the 
finest, to celebrate Christ-
mas. Often, there’s red wine. 
In my childhood our family, 
not drinkers, had a touch of  
Mogen David wine in a Dixie 

cup.  There’s the red-headed stepchild who took the 
redeye to arrive at Grandma’s house in time for 
a red-letter meal. She cut through red tape to get 
extra time off  work, only to end up red in the face 
to learn the family gathering was a week later. 

Especially in congested housing areas in bigger 
cities, thieves clueless about the red light on the 
security camera get caught red-handed attempting 
to grab packages from front steps. If  he/she didn’t 
get away with a red cent, the homeowner is lucky 
to be sure. 

There may very well be red-hot mammas, 
thought of  as attractive, older women, in the red-
light district in which houses of  prostitution are 
frequent. During travels to Amsterdam, we learned 
of  blue-light districts, denoting transgender enter-
prises, as well. 

Daniel Whitney, AKA Larry the Cable Guy, is 
known for his redneck jokes. Born in Pawnee 
City, NE on a pig farm, he has become quite the 
renowned comedian. Here’s one of  his ‘you-know-
you’re-a-redneck when’ jokes – You know you’re a 
redneck when all of  your salad bowls match and 
are imprinted with the word ‘Cool Whip’. Ha! Ha! 

When one is intentionally misleading or distract-
ing, it’s called a red herring. Think about mystery 
writers who throw in twists and turns hoping to 
achieve a more interesting plot. 

Bleeding red ink can be an experience for stu-
dents when the English teacher marks up that 
creative writing assignment. Fixable. Not so easy 
if  your financial balance sheet bleeds red, meaning 
more income is needed to pay the bills. 

The sky might be red. My Dad always said red 
was the best meteorologist -- “Red in the morning, 
sailor take warning. Red at night, sailor delight.” 

The coastline along the ocean sometimes has a 
red tide caused by a large concentration of  algae. 
It’s highly dangerous for humans and sea life. No 
matter how long you longed for this beach vaca-
tion, stay out of  the water. Instead, go out and paint 
the town red.  

So all this talk about the color red brings me 
back to Christmas, a most important holiday. 
String some red lights, light a flaming red fire, 
roast some red meat, savor one of  those chocolates 
with a red cherry inside, and, most of  all, remem-
ber the reason for the season. 

And, by the way, the University of  Nebraska-Lin-
coln colors are truly scarlet and cream, not red and 
white. Students in 1892 chose the colors. Scarlet is 
bright red with a tinge of  orange. 

Thanks for reading. May this Christmas bring 
you much warmth and wonderment and may the 
new year be one of  peace and joy. And, Go Big Red!   

Comments welcome at jane.schuchardt@gmail.
com. 

Red Talk

Just less than twelve hours ago, I was one 
of  at least 40 individuals who decided to at-
tend the VFW Auxiliary’s first-ever “Lights 
and Libations Tour,” and I am so thankful 
that I did. The basic concept of  the event was 
to gather and eat, drink, and then take a bus 

tour around 
town to look at 
lights, with all 
proceeds going 
to benefit their 
cause of  help-
ing Veterans. I 
must say, I be-
lieve the group 
accomplished 
that and much, 
much more.  

The event began at Boomerangs. Imme-
diately upon entering, you could not help 
but notice the many red table coverings and 
beautiful holiday centerpieces placed on each 
to accentuate the spirit of  the event. Attend-
ees were treated to a delicious smorgasbord 
of  appetizers, with the bacon-wrapped water 
chestnuts being one of  my personal favor-
ites.  Taking into account the large number 
of  attendees, the bus driven by Don Zegers 
made three trips around the area. I was on the 
second tour and was first welcomed aboard by 
Auxiliary member Mark Dwyer. Once all the 
guests were seated on the bus, the tour began. 

With Zegers behind the wheel, lights tour was one to remember
 While Mark and others, including myself, 

sang along to the classic Christmas carols 
playing in the background, I couldn’t help but 
take in all the sights and sounds around me. 
Sounds of  laughter, big smiles glowing in the 
darkened bus, and sparks of  conversation pop-
ping up between the many diverse guests were 
among the first things I noticed. 

Getting back to the purpose at hand, I 
joined in the fun of  gazing at all the beauti-
ful Christmas decorations on the trip.  A few 
of  the homes creating the most sound-filled 
reactions on the bus included the homes of  
Marty and Stacy Henn, Kurt and Peg Han-
lin, and Brian and Megan Beckman. Anyone 
trying to locate the home of  Marty and Stacy 
Henn’s home will know they have found the 
right place by the large illuminated “Henn” 
sign in the front yard. Once there, you will be 
amazed by the number of  colored lights they 
used to create large snowflakes in their front 
yard.  The next two homes that will leave you 
mesmerized by the multitude of  lights stretch-
ing around their yard are that of  Kurt and 
Peg Hanlin and Brian and Megan Beckman.  
I think all three of  these homes are worth a 
drive-by as they used their creativity and a 
lot . . . I mean a lot . . . of  lights to share their 
Christmas spirit.  

However, one of  my personal favorites I saw 
on the tour is the home of  Jeane Johnson. Al-
though she may not have quite as many lights 

as the three listed above, there is a warm, 
nostalgic feeling to her décor.  By incorporat-
ing the larger colorful bulbs and the added 
loops of  greenery on her classic style front 
porch, Jeane’s decoration reminds me of  
what home should feel like.  

As the tour was about to come to an end 
and we were making our way through town, 
I began to see much more than just the 
beautiful lights around me. I saw a wonder-
ful community of  people coming together to 
share, to give, and to celebrate.   

Looking out my window to the left stood 
the wonderful, reason for the season, nativ-
ity scene shared once again by Elgin’s Young 
and Lively group. Looking out my window 
to the right sat a small lit and decorated 
shed promoting the Elgin Ko-Ed Group’s 
upcoming caroling event to bring cheer and 
new flowerpots to our downtown.  Finally, 
looking out either side of  the bus windows, 
I could take in beautiful new light poles 
wrapped with green garland and white lights 
brought to us by the hard work of  the Elgin 
Community Club.  Then just like that, the 
tour had ended. As the bus came to a halt, 
Mark graciously thanked everyone for at-
tending and supporting their cause. Overtak-
en by the magic of  the holidays, I smiled and 
stepped off  the bus feeling very thankful and 
grateful for the small community in which I 
live.  
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their jurisdictions, and there are signs that states like California 
could become sanctuary states for abortion access. To ensure 
full protection for the unborn, Congress must continue to work 
to safeguard survivors of  abortion and recognize an individual’s 
constitutional right to life under the 14th Amendment.

Ours laws must protect the lives of  those who are unable to 
protect themselves. I remain committed to ensuring respect for 
human life continues to be a cornerstone of  public policy. We 
need to extend options for women through health services, mate-
rial resources, development classes, counseling, as well as sup-
port for families and fathers alike. Those who consider abortion 
deserve our care and compassion, and those who suffer from it 
are in need of  our protection.

By Sherry Tetschner
Wheeler Central Basketball Homecoming was held Saturday 

after the CWC vs. Elkhorn Valley boys game. Royalty included 
attendants: Tim Weber and Cheynne Pokorny, Prince and Prin-
cess: Wylie  Seaman and Makenna Pelster and King and Queen: 
Clay Patrick and Hailey Genereux. Class attendants were 9th 
grade: Jayna Guggenmos and Elijah Heinz; 10th grade: Bobby 
Guggenmos and Jayden Sheldon; and 11th grade: Benton Harri-
son. A dance was held afterwards for students.

Homecoming festivities Friday afternoon included an all-
school dodgeball game. This has been a tradition at Wheeler 
Central for quite a number of  years. Due to an approaching snow-
storm the dodgeball game was not completed, but will continue at 
a later date, perhaps next week. A carnival also took place Friday 
afternoon in the old gym. The carnival was put on by junior/se-

Bartlett News
nior high students. The village of  Bartlett has been saddened by 
the death of  Kenneth Lidgett who died due to a  fire in his home, 
Thursday evening.  Henry Rudolph, a long time Wheeler County 
resident, died Dec. 10 at the age of  90. Stan Wagner, of  Ericson, 
died Dec. 5 at the age of  67. Prayers are lifted up for each family 
of  these local residents. 

The Wheeler County Community Choir will present “Call Him 
Jesus,” on Sunday, Dec. 19. The first performance will be at 4 
p.m. at the Bartlett Methodist Church with refreshments follow-
ing. The second performance will be at 6:30 p.m. at the Sandhills 
Baptist Fellowship Church in Ericson. Soup and dessert will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. with the cantata starting at 7 p.m. All are wel-
come to attend. There is no charge for the meal.

Wheeler Central students enjoyed a school dodge ball game, an-
other tradition of Homecoming week. Photos submitted

Kara Snider face painting Macy Reich at the school carnival held 
Friday at Wheeler Central.
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Carter
Beckman

ELGIN — Leading by just 
six points at halftime, Elgin 
Public-Pope John raised their 
game to a higher level in the 
second half. The result was a 
67 to 40 victory over winless 
Wausa in non-conference girls 
basketball action Saturday 
afternoon.

NELIGH — Tied with three 
minutes left in the game, Elgin 
Public-Pope John outscored 
Neligh-Oakdale 14 to two to 
close out the game and claim a 
53 to 41 victory last week.

The Warriors led much 
of  the fourth quarter before 
Colton Wright knotted the 
score at 39-all with 3:00 left on 
the clock. 

Playing without starters 
Carson Jones and Bryson 
Gadeken (both fouling out 
earlier in the quarter), Neligh-
Oakdale only managed two 
points the rest of  the way as 
Chase Furstenau scored a two-
pointer with 1:07 left in the 
game.

Aside from Paiton Hoefer 
converting a steal by Jack 
Wemhoff  into two points, all 
of  the Wolfpack’s remaining 
points in the game came on 
free throws.

EPPJ connected on all 14 of  
their free throw attempts in 
the fourth quarter, going 12 for 
12 in the last three minutes of  
the game. Hoefer went six for 
six, Austin Good and Wemhoff  
were each four of  four from 
the charity stripe.

In the first half, EPPJ 
had a nine-point lead in the 
second quarter only to see 
the Warriors score the last 
eight points of  the first half  
to cut EPPJ’s lead to 21 to 20. 
Hitting treys in the run were 
Furstenau and Talon Krebs.

For the third time in as 
many games, Hoefer led the 
Wolfpack in scoring with 18 

NELIGH — Numbers sometimes tell a story better than 
words.

There may be no better proof  of  that than on Tuesday 
night when Elgin Public-Pope John defeated Neligh-Oakdale 
66 to 12.

Midway through the first quarter the Wolfpack led 15 to 
2 as Ashlynne Charf  scored her second basket of  the game. 
The lead would only grow as EPPJ led 26 to 4 at the end of  the 
quarter; 40 to 6 at halftime and their lead just kept growing.

EPPJ took 58 shots in the game, connecting on 29 (50 
percent). In contrast, Neligh-Oakdale put up 30 shots, 
connecting on five.

The Wolfpack pulled down 30 rebounds, 21 more than the 
Lady Warriors. Other stats of  note were steals, EPPJ had 33 
to the Warriors’ six. The Warriors did have more turnovers, 
42 to the Wolfpack’s 15.

EPPJ was led by a pair of  sophomores. Keyera Eisenhauer 
had 17 points, Charf  had 10 points and a team-high seven 
rebounds. Brenna Martinsen led the team in steals with 
seven. Senior Kaylee Ramold led in assists with three.

The victory boosted EPPJ’s record to 3-0.
EPPJ 66, Neligh-Oakdale 12

Wolfpack………………………………………..24  16  13  13 — 66
Warriors…………………………………………4     2    2    4 — 12
Wolfpack — Emma Lea Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Ellie Ruterbories 
2-4 0-0 4, Taylynne Charf 3-6 1-2 7, Ashlynne Charf 5-6 0-0 
10, Baylee Busteed 0-3 0-0 0, Skyler Meis 4-6 0-2 9, Brenna 
Martinsen 4-12 0-0 8, Kaylee Ramold 0-3 0-0 00, Callie Heithoff 
3-3 0-0 7, Keyera Eisenhauer 6-8 3-4 17, Maddie Kolm 0-0 0-0 
0, Trissa Russell 0-1 0-0 0, Kate Furstenau 2-4 0-0 4, Sara Bode 
0-1 0-0 0. Team totals: 29-58 4-8 66. Three-point shots — 4-14 
(Keyera Eisenhauer 2, Skyler Meis, Callie Heithoff). Neligh-
Oakdale team totals: 5-30 2-4 12. Three-point shots — 0-7.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 30 (Ashlynne Charf 7), Warriors 19. 
Assists — Wolfpack 15 (Kaylee Ramold 3), Warriors 3. Steals 
— Wolfpack 33 (Brenna Martinsen 7), Warriors 6. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 15, Warriors 42.

Maddie Kolm (22) and teammates Ellie Ruterbories and Emma 
Lea Ruterbories look to grab a rebound late in the Wolfpack’s 66 
to 12 victory over Neligh-Oakdale. E-R photo/DMorgan

Numbers add up to Wolfpack
victory over Lady Warriors

EPPJ dominates fourth quarter in win over N-O 
points, senior Colton Wright 
had 14. Chase Furstenau led 
the Warriors with 19 points, 
many coming on long-range 
treys.

The Wolfpack owned a slight 
edge on the boards, pulling 
down 21 rebounds, four more 
than the Warriors. Wright led 
the way with seven rebounds.

Other statistical leaders 
were Hoefer and Wemhoff  
with three assists each. 
Wemhoff  led in steals with 
four in the game.

The victory improved the 
Wolfpack’s record to 3-0.

EPPJ 53, Neligh-Oakdale 41
Wolfpack…….8  13   8  24 — 53
Warriors……..6  14  10  11 — 41
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-3 
2-4 4, Jack Wemhoff 1-4 4-4 7, 

Gage Thiessen 0-4 0-0 0, Paiton 
Hoefer 5-14 6-7 18, Austin Good 
1-4 4-4 6, Myles Kittelson 0-0 
0-0 0, Camryn Pelster 0-0 0-0 0, 
Nick Anderson 0-1 0-0 0, Colton 
Wright 6-11 2-3 14, Ethan Hinkle 
0-0 0-0 0, Dylon Lueking 1-1 2-2 
4. Team totals: 15-42 20-24 53. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
3-14 (Paiton Hoefer 2, Jack 
Wemhoff). Warriors team totals: 
15/36 6-8 41. Three-point shots 
— 5-15.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 21 
(Colton Wright 7), Warriors 17. 
Assists — Wolfpack 8 (Paiton 
Hoefer 3, Austin Good 3), 
Warriors 7. Steals — Wolfpack 
13 (Jack Wemhoff 4), Warriors 
7. Turnovers — Wolfpack 17, 
Warriors 22.

SARGENT — It may have 
been cold and snowy outside, 
but inside the gymnasium at 
Sargent the wrestling action 
was hot.

Elgin Public-Pope John had 
the best wrestler at Friday’s 
tournament. Wolfpack junior 
Carter Beckman, competing 
at 126-pounds, was named the 
“Outstanding Wrestler” at the 
tournament. Wrestling five 
times, Beckman had three pins 

and a medical forfeit en route 
to the finals match. There, he 
scored on an escape to defeat 
Ravenna’s Clayton Wedemeyer.

Beckman was the only Wolf-
pack wrestler 
to medal at the 
meet.

Next up for 
the Wolfpack 
is action here 
in Elgin. On 
Friday night, 
beginning at 5 
p.m., there will 
be a girls wres-
tling tourna-
ment at St. Boni-
face Gym. On 
Saturday will be 
the Wolfpack boys invite. 

Friday results were:
113 — Quarterfinal - Austin 

Kennicutt (Overton) 4-2 won 
by fall over Kaeden Schwart-
ing (Elgin/Pope John) 1-3 (Fall 
0:36); Cons. Round 1 - Cayden 
Hilding (North Platte) 3-1 won 
by fall over Schwarting (Fall 

Samuel Hemenway had a pin in three matches Friday at Sargent. 
File photo

Beckman named ‘Outstanding
wrestler’ at Twin Loup Invite

Defense key in win over Wausa girls Saturday
Sophomores Ashlynne 

Charf  and Keyera Eisenhauer 
combined for 37 points in 
the victory, boosting the 
Wolfpack’s record to 4-0. 
Charf  had a double-double 
(16 points and 11 rebounds) 
and Eisenhauer connected on 
five treys and finished with 21 

points to lead all scorers.
“We thought we were pretty 

sluggish tonight,” Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer said about 
the game. “The girls battled 
and found that intensity (later 
in the game) … That’s what 

See WAUSA, Page Seven

Blake Henn (0) challenges 
Chase Furstenau’s drive to the 
basket. E-R photo/DMorgan

Jack Barlow was one of the 
wrestlers competing at Sargent 
Friday. File photo
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SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

Take that UT
Longhorns!

Seated in a black leather 
recliner, halfway back, I was on 
edge late Saturday night.

Like many of  you, I was 
watching the Husker volleyball 
team playing Texas in Austin 
with a berth in the Final Four 
Volleyball Tournament at 
stake.

You know Texas (hook’em 
horns, “Eyes of  Texas”, burnt 
orange, etc.). They were 
making a comeback after being 
two sets down, they had won 
the third set and their fans 
were worked up into a lather. 
Their student section was 

taunting 
our 
beloved 
Huskers, 
trying to 
get into 
their 
heads. 
Every 
time we 
served, 
they were 
just a few 
feet away 
from the 
service 
line, 
shaking 
their 
horns 
and 
saying 
who 

knows what, anything to try 
and rattle us.

Lynell was just feet away 
from me, we were both 
thinking the Huskers had to 
win the fourth set because if  it 
went five, Texas would have all 
the momentum, the crowd and 
everything else they needed to 
win and advance. 

It didnt happen, behind a 
new set of  Husker legends and 
a few holdovers from the glory 
days of  recent seasons, they 
weathered the Longhorns mini-
run. Big Red built an uneasy 
lead, then on match point with 
Texas serving, one big swing 
burned the burnt orange to a 
crisp.

My recliner shot upright, 
Lynell and I shouted in unison, 
“We won!” I swear, if  I would 
have stepped outside I probably 
could have heard others here 
in Elgin celebrating victory, a 
most unlikely victory of  sorts.

My friends who have tickets, 
have watched this season 
go in a number of  different 
directions. Last year’s heroes 
taking a step back, and new 
faces emerging. Wins wrapped 
around a handful of  losses, still 
an NCAA Tournament berth, 
but not as one of  the top seeds 
but as a 10th seed. If  you know 
anything about seeding, 10th 
seeds aren’t supposed to make 
the Final Four. 

Perhaps only the die-hard 
Husker fans expected a 
regional final against nation #2 
seed Texas. 

I didn’t have high 
expectations Saturday night. 
But what I forgot was our 
Coach John Cook. Never 
underestimate the coach who 
never seems happy except for 
at the end of  the match. He’s 
one of  the great coaches of  
any sport because he comes up 
with a game plan, a strategy to 
give his team a chance to win. 
When you have these caliber 
of  athletes playing each other, 
strategy can steal a point here, 
a point there. In volleyball, 
sometimes that’s all you need. 
Most sets are won by two, three 
or four points, a point here or 
there can mean the difference 
between winning and losing.

In Austin they were ready 
to send their Longhorns to 
the Final Four, ready to crown 
them champions. But, not 
everything goes the way of  the 
seeds. Nebraska was the only 
team to win a regional final 
which was not a top seed.

How fitting, it’s who we are. 
We don’t quit, we don’t give up 
and we obviously don’t listen 
to what others say. We play 
the game, we battle and give 
ourselves a fighting chance to 
win.

That’s how to play any sport, 
battle and give yourself  a 
chance to win!

*****
Just a few observations …
• As of  this writing, both 

the Wolfpack boys and girls 
basketball teams are 4-0 and 
have a great opportunity to be 
unbeaten come Christmas. 

Coach Michael Becker’s 
boys team fell behind early, 
then rallied to lead big at 
halftime against Wausa. Then 
surrendered nine points 
to Wausa to start the third 
quarter, tying the score at 40-
all. 

So what did they do? EPPJ 

See TALES, Page 10

I like about these girls, they 
battle.”

The Vikings stayed with 10-11 
points for most of  the quarter 
until Eisenhauer hit a trey for 
a 44 to 30 lead.

Any hope Wausa had of  
making a comeback was 
dashed early in the fourth 
quarter as senior Kaylee 
Ramold scored eight points 
in the span of  five minutes to 
bump the lead up to 61 to 35 
with 3:21 left to play. The run 
was ignited when the Wolfpack 
turned three steals into six 
points at the start of  the 
quarter.

“We just had to turn up 
the ‘volume’ on our defense,” 
Ramold said about the fourth 
quarter scoring spurt. “We 
had to go get the ball and play 
smart defense.” She added it’s 
very good when the defense 
can turn steals into points like 
they did in the fourth quarter.

A key to the Wolfpack’s 
success has been their field 
goal percentage. Against 
Wausa they made 21 of  45 field 
goal attempts (14 of  25 from 
two-point range, seven of  20 
from behind the arc). Wausa 
made just 13 of  48 shots from 
the field (27 percent).

EPPJ also had an edge at 
the free throw line, making 18 
of  30. Wausa shot just 18 free 
throws, making 11.

EPPJ 67, Wausa 40
Vikings………..8   7  15  10 — 40
Wolfpack…….13  8  23  23 — 67
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Ellie 
Ruterbories 0-0 1-2 1, Taylynne 
Charf 3-8 1-2 8, Ashlynne Charf 
4-7 8-10 16, Baylee Busteed 
0-1 0-0 0, Skyler Meis 2-5 0-2 
5, Brenna Martinsen 2-5 0-2 4, 
Kaylee Ramold 3-7 3-4 9, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 6-11 4-4 21, Maddie 
Kolm 1-1 1-4 3, Kate Furstenau 
0-0 0-0 0, Sara Bode 0-0 0-0 0. 
Team totals: 21-45 18-30 67. 
Three-point shots — Wolfpack 
7-20 (Keyera Eisenhauer 5, 
Skyler Meis, Taylynne Charf). 
Wausa team totals:13-48 11-18 
40. Three-point shots — Wausa 
3-14.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 31 
(Ashlynne Charf 11), Wausa 29. 
Assists — Wolfpack 14 (Kaylee 
Ramold 4), Wausa 8. Steals — 
Wolfpack 16 (Skyler Meis 5), 
Wausa 8. Turnovers — Wolfpack 
15, Wausa 24.

Keyera Eisenhauer drives past a Wausa player towards the bas-
ket during first half action. Eisenhauer finished with a game-high 21 
points. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE
Estate of SONYA K. 

WICKERSHAM, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

December 1, 2021,in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-38, 
James L. Wickersham, whose 
mailing address is 325 W. 2nd, 
P.O. Box 5, Orchard, Nebraska 
68764, has been appointed as 
personal representative of this 

Notice — Estate of Sonya K. Wickersham
estate. Creditors of this estate 
must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 7, 
2022 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall sub mit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: December 8, 15 & 22, 
2021
ZNEZ

NOTICE
Estate of MELVERN HEITHOFF, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

December 2, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-39, Keith 
Heithoff, whose mailing address 
is 52526 839 Road, Elgin, NE 
68636 and Beth Schulte, a/k/a 
Beth Heithoff-Schulte, whose 
mailing address is 7875 English 
Street, Manassas, VA 20112, 
have been appointed as co-per-

Notice — Estate of Melvern Heithoff
sonal representatives of this es-
tate. Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court on 
or before February 7, 2022 or be 
forever barred. Creditors shall 
submit their claims to the Ante-
lope County Court, P.O. Box 26, 
Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Martin V. Klein, #22220
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: December 8, 15 & 22, 
2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Elgin City Council

Liquor License Hearing 
Minutes

Elgin City Council
December 6, 2021

Mayor Schmitt called the liquor 
license hearing to order at 7:16 
p.m. and announced the location 
of the Open Meeting Act.

Councilmen present were Mike 
Dvorak, Jim Kittelson, Duane 
Miller, and Craig Niewohner.

Also present was Kristin 
Childers, Don E. Poulsen, and 
Janet Koinzan.

The Council reviewed the li-
quor license application from 
KNBB Enterprise LLC, dba Elgin 
One Stop.

There was no public opinion ei-
ther written or oral.

Following review of the ap-
plication, a motion was made 
by Niewohner to approve said 
liquor license. A second to the 
motion was made by Kittelson. 
Roll call vote: Ayes, Niewohner, 
Dvorak, Miller, Kittelson; Nays, 
none; Absent, none. There being 
4 ayes and 0 nays and 0 absent, 
Mayor Schmitt declared the mo-
tion passed.

There being no further busi-
ness to come before the Elgin 
City Council, Mayor Schmitt de-
clared the hearing adjourned.   
The meeting ended at 7:19 p.m.

Mayor Mike Schmitt
Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: December 15, 2021
ZNEZ

Liquor License Hearing 
Minutes — Elgin City Council ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Proceedings
December 6, 2021

The Elgin City Council met in 
regular session on Monday, De-
cember 6, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 
Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• November regular meeting, 
special meeting, and December 
special meeting minutes, trea-
surer’s report, transaction report, 
and paying the claims

GENERAL: ERPPD, se, 
106.66; Great Plains Communi-
cations, se, 43.33; APPEARA, 
su, 48.40; The Elgin Review,  
print, 67.70; Fitzgerald, Vetter, 
Temple, Bartell & Henderson, 
se, 748.16; Brenda Reikof-
ski, se, 156.00; Dean’s Market, 
su, 39.17; Nebraska Municipal 
Clerk Institute, training, 393.00; 
Google Workspace, se, 12.00; 
US Post Office, postage, 174.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 109.36; 
gWorks, se, 1450.00; Bank of 
Elgin, ins, 2250.00; Prudential, 
retirement, 734.40; American 
Funds, retirement, 197.32; US 
Treasury, tax, 3259.94; Payroll, 
7044.59

STREET: ERPPD, se, 907.83; 
Verizon Wireless, su, 42.72; 
Elgin One Stop, fuel, 74.47; 
Hometown Station, fuel, 347.81; 
The Elgin Review, print, 10.74; 
Dean’s Market, su, 22.70; Elgin 
Equipment & Machine, oil, 10.50; 
Kayton International, Inc, ma-
chine rent, 2608.00; Jerry’s Feed 

Service, su, 38.99; To Paving 
Assessment, transfer, 4000.00; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 48.65; 
Payroll, 1300.19

WATER: ERPPD, se, 722.06; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 28.01; Verizon Wireless, su, 
42.71; One Call Concepts, se, 
2.69; NE Health Lab, se, 229.00; 
NE Dept of Environment & En-
ergy, loan, 53936.22; Advance 
Consulting Engineering Ser-
vices, se, 16500.00; Nebraska 
Municipal Power Pool, dues, 
671.00; NE Dept of Environ-
ment & Energy, dues, 345.00; 
Thomas Koles, rtn dep, 143.49; 
Caitlin Pelster, rtn dep, 141.63; 
Jennifer Carr, rtn dep, 200.17; 
Tanner Dozler, rtn dep, 100.76; 
Damien Knight, rtn dep, 78.81; 
To Mike Brockhaus Acct, on acct, 
200.00; US Post Office, postage, 
27.00; NE Dept of Revenue, tax, 
2522.85; US Post Office, post-
age, 27.00; To Jamison Hostetter 
Acct, on acct, 200.00; To Thom-
as Koles Acct, on acct, 57.37; 
To Caitlin Pelster Acct, on acct, 
58.37; To Tanner Dozler Acct, on 
acct, 89.24; To Damien Knight 
Acct, on acct, 121.19; US Post 
Office, postage, 28.20; Payroll, 
2600.41

SEWER: ERPPD, se, 747.82; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 40.03; One Call Concepts, 
se, 2.68; Midwest Laboratories 
Inc, se, 192.05; Nebraska Munic-
ipal Power Pool, dues, 671.00; 
NE Dept of Environment & En-
ergy, loan, 3318.67; NE Dept. of 
Revenue, tax, 1131.42; Payroll, 
988.45

FIRE: ERPPD, se, 139.24; 
Great Plains Communications, 
se, 47.43; APPEARA, su, 48.39; 
ECHO Electric Supply, su, 46.80; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 155.05

POLICE: Antelope Co Sheriff, 
se, 2,700.00; The Elgin Review, 
print, 165.06

TRASH PICKUP/RECY-
CLING: Bud’s Sanitary Service, 

se, 4833.00; Betty Moser, rent, 
100.00; Nebraska Municipal 
Power Pool, dues, 671.00

POOL: ERPPD, se, 67.67; 
Black Hills Energy, se, 30.25; 
Bank of Elgin, loan, 2227.79

PARK: ERPPD, se, 221.06; 
Central Valley Ag, su, 162.75; 
NE Dept. of Revenue, tax, 51.00; 
Payroll, 311.74

LIBRARY: ERPPD, se, 62.20; 
Great Plains Communica-
tions, se, 167.57; Amazon, bks, 
239.77; Barbara Bode, training & 
bks, 129.99; Black Hills Energy, 
se, 56.83; Payroll, 1134.84

YOUTH: ERPPD, se, 31.50
RESCUE: Jan Schmitt, su, 

47.93; Lisa Mack, misc, 25.00; 
BJ Bode, misc, 25.00; Quick 
Med Claims, su, 159.28; Kris-
ten Kester, misc, 25.00; Robbie 
Moore, misc, 25.00; Mark Iburg, 
misc, 25.00; Cassie Schrad, 
misc, 25.00; Bob Moore, misc, 
25.00; Sue Castillo, misc, 25.00

• Bid from Mitchell Equipment 
of $6,850.00 for forks on the 
loader

• Adjourned the regular meet-
ing at 7:45 p.m. and Opened 
the Reorganizational Meeting at 
7:45 p.m.

• Mike Dvorak as Council 
President

• Resolution 2021-7, Setting 
appointments and committees 
for 2022

• Resolution 2021-8, Signing 
the year end certification of City 
Street Superintendent

• Resolution 2021-9, Authoriz-
ing participation in the Northeast 
Nebraska Economic Develop-
ment District

• Building Permits: Korbin 
Palmer, Dan Zwingman

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Cleanup of property at 306 
Elm Street

• Tabled cameras at the pool/
park

• Old chain link fence from the 

old pool may be used around 
bunkers

• Old jail to be removed for iron 
in the spring

• Lighted parade went well for 
sheriff dept. 

• Delivery of letters by sheriff 
dept. went well in November

• Special meetings will be set 
up for presentations from two 
companies for automatic read 
meters

• Guard rails for bridge at sew-
er plant

• gWorks contracted for redis-
tricting

• Prairie Breeze to donate for 
Moccasin St. sewer project

• City Hall closed December 
24th and 31st for Christmas and 
New Year’s

• Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, January 3, 2022

• Reorganizational Meeting ad-
journed at 8:26 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: December 15, 2021
ZNEZ

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Proposals for the con-

struction of “Oakdale South, for 
Antelope County, Nebraska,” 
JEO Project No. 210337.00, 
QuestCDN No. 8084708, will be 
received by the Antelope County 
Clerk at 501 Main Street, Rm. 6, 
PO Box 26, Neligh, NE 68756-
0026, until 10:00 AM on the 4th 
day of January 2022, and there-
after will be read aloud.

The work is generally described 
as follows: Bridge removal, box 
culvert construction, grading, and 
riprap.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$250,000.00

Proposals will be taken for said 
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid 
for the entire project.

All Proposals for said con-
struction work must be made on 
blanks furnished by the Engineer 
and must be accompanied by 
Bid Security of not less than 5% 
of the amount bid. Bid Security 
to be made payable to the Trea-
surer of Antelope County as liqui-
dated damages in case the bid is 
accepted and the bidder neglects 
or refuses, to enter into contract 
and furnish bond in accordance 
herewith.

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bid-
ders. Complete digital project 
bidding documents are available 
at JEO’s website at jeo.com for 
$20.00. An optional paper set of 
project documents is available 
for a non-refundable price of 
$75.00 per set. Please send your 
check payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. at 803 W Norfolk Av-
enue, Norfolk, NE 68701. If you 
have any questions, contact us 
at 402.371.6416. In order to bid 
the project, the contract docu-
ments must be issued directly by 
JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

The Owner reserves the right 
to waive informalities and irregu-
larities and to make awards on 
bids which furnish the materials 
and construction that will, in their 
opinion serve the best interests 
of the Owner, and also reserves 
the right to reject any and/or all 
bids.

ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

Charlie Henery, Board Chairman
ATTEST: Lisa Payne, Clerk
PUBLISH: December 15, 22 & 
29, 2021
ZNEZ

Notice to Bidders — 
Antelope County

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
December 7th, 2021

Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

A complete record of these 
minutes as well as all resolutions 
and agreements are on file at the 
County Clerk’s Office and are 
open to the public.

Chairman opened meeting.
Approved agenda. Minutes of 

11-09-2021 BOC meeting was 
approved. Appointed County 
Newspapers of 2022.

Correspondence was re-
viewed.  Treasurer Fund Balance 
and Miscellaneous Revenue Re-
ports, Clerk of District Court Rev-
enue Reports were presented. 
Approved LEC civil processes 
petty cash checking account 
resolution.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Permit report reviewed.

Stealth Broadband discussed 
upcoming projects.  Commis-
sioner Districts were approved.

Bid opening for Pavement Re-
pairs.  Authorized Clerk to adver-
tise for bids for Oakdale South 
Bridge Project. Added two (2) 
projects to 1- and 6-Year Plan. 
Two (2) road studies were pre-
sented. Approved JEO bridge 
inspections. Change Order, Pay 
Application and Certificate of 
Substantial Completion were ap-
proved.

Met with Summit Carbon So-
lution for a project introduction 

review.
Met and approved landowner 

closing road temporarily.
Appointed contractor for HHS 

ceiling.  No action on Catastroph-
ic Leave Policy.  Appointment of 
Highway Superintendent. 

Approved Invenergy Flood 
Water Agreements. Approved 
update to NENEDD agreement 
resolution.

Approved one (1) promotional 
grant.

Approved Highway 20 Law En-
forcement Agreement.  Approved 
updates to the Flexible Spending 
Account Agreement. 

Approved accepting and re-
turning funds to Behavioral 
Health Services, in the Opioid 
Litigation Settlement.

No action on wages. 
Road Superintendent Report 

– approved one (1) access, four 
(4) oversize and three (3) un-
derground permits. Tabled three 
(3) access permits. No action on 
crane truck, motor grader state 
bid. Approved “Neligh” sign per-
mit. 

Met in executive session re-
garding possible legal matters.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: December 15, 2021
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County
Board of Commissioners

Notice of Upcoming Meeting — Antelope County
Board of Commissioners

Public Notices Keep You Informed!

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING OF THE ANTELOPE 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

Antelope County Board of 
Commissioners are convening 

a special meeting on Tuesday, 
December 21st, 2021 at 8:00 
AM in the County Commissioner 
Meeting Room, Antelope Coun-
ty Courthouse, 501 M Street, 
Neligh - to discuss and possibly 

take action on official wages, and 
other matters that might be ne-
cessitated. The meeting is open 
to the public and will be available 
via ZOOM.
PUBLISH: December 15, 2021
ZNEZ

Elgin Public School will 
have their rescheduled Winter 
Concert on Tuesday, January 
18th at 6:30. All music students 
in grades PK-12 will be per-
forming, said instructor Eric 
Heithoff.

EPS reschedules
Winter Concert
for January 18
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outscored the Vikings 21 to 9 
over the last 1.5 quarters to 
win. Kind of  a yo-yo way to 
play, but when they turn it on 
they are entertaining to watch.

• Coach Randy Eisenhauer 
had an interesting answer 
to a question I posed to 
him after the conclusion of  
the boys game. Waiting for 
Coach Becker to come out 
of  the lockerroom, I asked 
Eisenhauer if  practices are 
more competitive than games 
(EPPJ has won three of  their 
four games by double-digits). 
His answer was a simple one, 
“Yes.” The 14 girls on the 
team are competitive. He said 
practices can be very intense.

 It shows!

From Page Seven
Tales

Wolfpack JV basketball results

0:48)
126 — Champ. Round 1 - 

Carter Beckman (Elgin/Pope 
John) 9-0 won by fall over CJ 
Quandt (South Loup) 0-4 (Fall 
1:16); Champ. Round 2 - Beck-
man won by fall over Zane Dru-
ery (Anselmo-Merna) 2-4 (Fall 
1:44); Champ. Round 3 - Beck-
man won by fall over Dierks 
Sayer (Cambridge) 5-4 (Fall 
1:22); Semifinal - Beckman won 
by medical forfeit over Ethan 
Kipp (Twin Loup) 6-4; 1st Place 
Match - Beckman won by deci-
sion over Clayton Wedemeyer 
(Ravenna) 7-1 (Dec 1-0)

138 —Champ. Round 1 - Chase 
Racicky (Ansley) 9-4 won by 
fall over Jack Barlow (Elgin/
Pope John) 0-4 (Fall 0:38); Cons. 
Round 1 - Rylan Perry (North 
Platte) 1-2 won by fall over Bar-
low (Fall 3:16)

145 — Champ. Round 1 - 
Adam Corbett (Cambridge) 8-5 
won by fall over Dylon Parks 
(Elgin/Pope John) 0-4 (Fall 
1:21); Cons. Round 1 - Parks 
received a bye () (Bye); Cons. 
Round 2 - Dillon Stark (Ansley) 
6-5 won by fall over Parks (Fall 
3:39)

152 — Champ. Round 1 
- Thomas Warnke (Elgin/
Pope John) 1-2 received a bye; 
Champ. Round 2 - Warnke won 
by fall over Gabriel Moreno 
(North Platte) 2-2 (Fall 1:44); 
Champ. Round 3 - David Smolik 
(Minden) 4-1 won by fall over 
Warnke (Fall 0:16); Cons. Semi 
- Jerry Sittler (Broken Bow) 
5-4 won by medical forfeit over 
Warnke

195 — Quarterfinal - Owen 
Woodward (Ravenna) 8-1 won 
by fall over Samuel Hemenway 
(Elgin/Pope John) 5-3 (Fall 
3:03); Cons. Round 1 - Hemen-
way won by fall over Jaxon 
Halverson (North Platte) 0-2 
(Fall 1:34); Cons. Semi - Hagen 
Campbell (Broken Bow) 6-5 won 
by decision over Hemenway 
(Dec 7-0)

220 — Champ. Round 1 - Alex 
Gove (North Platte) 1-2 won by 
fall over David Durre (Elgin/
Pope John) 0-4 (Fall 1:55); Cons. 
Round 1 - Durre received a bye; 
Cons. Round 2 - Carter Schiley 
(Ansley) 4-7 won by fall over 
Durre (Fall 1:38)

In girls wrestling, Lila 
Bloomer of  South Loup pinned 
EPPJ wrestler Isabella Smidt 
In 1:46.

From Page Six
Twin Loup

Wolfpack answer back twice in win over unbeaten Wausa
ELGIN — If  Saturday’s game 

against Wausa was meant to be 
a test for the Wolfpack, then the 
home team had all the answers.

Every time the Vikings made 
a run at the Wolfpack, they had 
the answer en route to a 61 to 49 

victory in non-conference boys 
basketball action.

In a battle of  unbeaten 
basketball teams, the Wolfpack 
handed the Vikings their first 
loss of  the season.

The game was a see-saw 

affair as the Vikings jumped 
out to a 14 to 7 lead midway 
through the first quarter. The 
Wolfpack fought back to take 
a 19 to 16 lead, outscoring the 
Vikings 12 to 2 the rest of  the 
quarter. Junior Austin Good 

sparked the late run with a 
three-point play which was 
followed by baskets from Blake 
Henn, Dylon Lueking, Paiton 
Hoefer and Colton Wright.

After trading baskets to 
start the second quarter, 

the Wolfpack scored 13 
unanswered points to take a 36 
to 23 lead with three minutes 
to go before halftime as five 
different players scored. Nick 
Anderson converted a steal 
into two points as did Jack 
Wemhoff.

After a two-pointer by 
Lueking, Wemhoff  added a free 
throw to give EPPJ a 40 to 31 
lead at intermission.

Wausa seized momentum to 
start the second half, scoring 
the first nine points to tie 
the game at 40-all. As they 
did earlier in the game, the 
Wolfpack answered with a run 
of  their own, 13 to zero, over 
the final five minutes of  the 
quarter. 

Keying the run was the 
inside play of  Wright. A 6’4” 
senior, Wright had six of  the 
team’s 13 points. 

“The only way to stop them 
was to go on a run of  our own,” 
Wright said.

Lueking scored on an 
inbound pass and, later in the 
quarter, Gage Thiessen scored 
on an assist from Wright.

Up 11 to start the fourth 
quarter, EPPJ maintained 
their lead the rest of  the way to 
secure their fourth victory of  
the young season.

“We made a couple of  
adjustments coming out of  a 
timeout and we were able to 
find Colton down on the block 
and he did a good job of  being 
strong down there,” Wolfpack 
Coach Michael Becker said. 
“That was a point of  emphasis 
in practice these last coule of  
days, looking for some of  those 
mismatched we had down 
there … We did a lot of  good 
things.”

One such thing was the 
team’s full court defense in the 
second half. 

“We have a lot of  guys and 
I feel comfortable even with 
some of  the guys that don’t get 
a lot of  minutes, giving them 
an opportunity and that allows 
us to do that press and kind 
of  get up and down a little bit 
more,” Becker said.

After a Tuesday night game 
at Elkhorn Valley (too late for 
press time), the Wolfpack will 
play at Boyd County (Spencer) 
Saturday.

EPPJ 61, Wausa 49
Vikings……….16  15  11  7 — 49
Wolfpack…….19  21  13  8 — 61
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 2-4 
3-5 7, Jack Wemhoff 2-7 1-2 5, 
Gage Thiessen 1-3 0-0 2, Paiton 
Hoefer 4-11 4-8 13, Austin Good 
3-9 1-1 9, Nick Anderson 2-4 1-2 
5, Colton Wright 4-11 2-5 10, 
Dylon Lueking 4-4 2-2 10. Team 
totals: 22-53 14-23 61. Three-
point shots — Wolfpack 3-12 
(Austin Good 2, Paiton Hoefer).
Wausa — Josh Wattier 2, B. 
Kristensen 6, Cashe Carlson 4, 
Jaxon Claussen 15, Jon Nissen 
10, Devin Rosberg 4, Addison 
Smith 8.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 32 
(Colton Wright 8). Assists — 
Wolfpack 9 (Jack Wemhoff 4). 
Steals — Wolfpack 14 (Colton 
Wright 4). Turnovers — Wolfpack 
12.

NELIGH — The Wolfpack JVs defeated Neligh-Oakdale 33 to 3 
on Tuesday night, Dec. 9.

Gage Thiessen and Gage Evans each had seven points followed 
by Taylor Beckman 5, Ethan Hinkle and Dylon Lueking 4 apiece, 
Kellan Hoefer, Myles Kittelson and Dylan Kolm 2 apiece.

On Saturday, EPPJ topped Wausa 40 to 25. Dylon Lueking 
led EPPJ with 12 points followed by Kellan Hoefer and Myles 
Kittelson with 6 apiece, Ethan Hinkle 4, Steve Nelson 3, Brian 
Heithoff, Camryn Pelster, Hudson Napier and Gage Thiessen 2 
apiece, Colton Kinney 1.

*****
In girls JV action Saturday, EPPJ topped Wausa 46 to 13.
Scoring for the Wolfpack were Sara Bode 14, Callie Heithoff  

and Katie Furstenau 7 apiece, Ellie Ruterbories and Brenna 
Martinsen 6 apiece, Maddie Kolm 4 and Trissa Russell 2.

It Pays To 
Advertise!

Three defenders couldn’t stop Austin Good from starting a fast break 
here against Wausa. E-R photo/DMorgan
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See AWARDS, Page 12

The Wolfpack volleyball 
team held awards night 
Monday.

Head Coach Liz Selting 
and assistant coaches Sandi 
Henn and Kim Zwingman 
participated in the awards.

The highlight of  the season 
was the team’s first ever 
Niobrara Valley Conference 
tournament championship, 
defeating Elkhorn Valley.

Season Recap
The C team finished their 

season with an impressive 
10-2 record.  They lost their 
first game and then went on 
a 7 game winning streak, 
lost to Battle Creek and won 
the last 3 games.  The C team 
participated in the annual 
Neligh-Oakdale 4 team 
tournament on October 16th 
and received the first place 
trophy.

The JV volleyball team also 
had an impressive season 
with an overall record of  18-
3.  They began their season at 
7-0 before dropping matches 
to Creighton and Battle 
Creek twice.  The JV team 
participated in the 8 team 
Riverside tournament on 
September 18th and received 
first place!  

The varsity team as well had 
an impressive record of  21-9 
ending the season. 

Recognized during the 
program were:

Participants/Letter 
Winners:

Letter Winners were Lexi 
Bode, Skyler Meis, Maddie 
Kolm, Baylee Busteed, Brenna 
Martinsen, Kaylee Ramold, 
Sara Bode, Abby Hemenway, 
Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne 
Charf  and Keyera Eisenhauer.

Participants awards were 
given to Olivia Klein, Kaitey 
Schumacher, Kate Furstenau, 
Elise Ruterbories, Abriel 
VonBonn, Natalie Burenheide, 
Darby Carstens, Sharon 
Bartak, Brooklyn Meis, Chloe 
Henn, Kate Furstenau and 
Callie Heithoff

Team Awards:
Wolfpack Award: 
Varsity- Skyler Meis; JV- 

Brooklyn Meis and C Team- 

EPPJ end-of-the-season volleyball awards handed out
Kaitey Schumacher

Most Valuable Player: 
Varsity- Lexi Bode; JV- Kate 
Furstenau and Chloe Henn 
(tie) and C Team- Callie 
Heithoff

Hustle Award:

Varsity- Keyera Eisenhauer; 
JV- Kate Furstenau and C 
Team- Kaitey Schumacher

Best Defensive Player:
Varsity- Skyler Meis; JV- 
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From Page 11
Awards
Kate Furstenau and C Team- 
Olivia Klein

Best Offensive Player:
Varsity- Lexi Bode; JV- Chloe 

Henn and C Team- Natalie 
Burenheide

Most Improved:
Varsity- Abby Hemenway, 

Maddie Kolm; JV- Sharon 
Bartak and C Team- Darby 
Carstens

Post Season Awards
Post season awards are 

voted on by coaches across the 
state. It is a great honor to be 
selected for any post season 
award. Congratulations to 
the following girls for being 
selected. 

Postseason awards
Niobrara Valley Conference 

selections:
1st Team - Lexi Bode, 

Skyler Meis, Taylynne Charf, 
Ashlynne Charf

Honorable Mention - Kaylee 
Ramold, Baylee Busteed

Lincoln Journal Star:
Honorable Mention - 

Taylynne Charf  and Lexi Bode
Omaha World Herald
Honorable Mention - Lexi 

Bode, Taylynne Charf, Skyler 
Meis and Baylee Busteed

Academic All-State:
Taylynne Charf  and Skyler 

Meis
Coach Selting closed her 

remarks by talking about the 
importance of  being a leader, 
then a quote by legendary 
coach Phil Jackson of  the 

Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

“The strength of  the team is 
each individual member.  The 
strength of  each member is the 
team,” Jackson said.

Recognized as “MVPs” during the season were (front row, l-r):  Kate 
Furstenau (JV team). Middle row: Lexi Bode (V) and Callie Heithoff 
(C). Back row: Chloe Henn (JV). Furstenau and Henn tied for the 
honor in a vote of players on the team. E-R photos/DMorgan

Wolfpack volleyball letter winners for the 2021 season were (front row, l-r): Sara Bode and Abby Hemen-
way. Middle row: Baylee Busteed, Keyera Eisenhauer, Skyler Meis, Kaylee Ramold and Taylynne Charf. 
Back row: Maddie Kolm, Brenna Martinsen, Ashlynne Charf and Lexi Bode.


