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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 58 degrees recorded 
on December 4. 

The low was 18 degrees on 
November 30. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
November 30 44 18  
December 1 44 19  
December 2 35 20    
December 3 46 20    
December 4 58 27  
December 5 51 19    
December 6 47 25     
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for December ........ .. 0.00
Total for 2020 ................. ..18.11

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Proceedings — Antelope 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners
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The District #18 Board 
of  Education will meet 
Wednesday Dec. 9 (tonight), 
at the school lunch room 
at 6:30 p.m. Among the 
items on the agenda is 
action on Superintendent 
Michael Brockhaus 
contract. Other action 
items include approving the 
superintendent’s discretion 
on the use of  COVID-19 leave 
in 2021. 

The meeting is open to the 
public.

COVID cases climbing in county;
December DHMs updated

The community of  
Petersburg has again been 
recognized for making the 
community one of  the best to 
live in. The Keep Nebraska 
Beautiful contest awards 
were handed out during a 
virtual ceremony on Nov. 23.

Petersburg received two 
first place awards in the 
Deanie Anderson category 
(for communities under 2,500 
population).

In a statement from 
judges it was noted that 
“Petersburg residents of  all 
ages volunteered and worked 
so hard during this difficult 
year to improve the town.”

Petersburg
selected for two
KNB awards

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

This past Saturday, I was 
able to cross another item 
off  my bucket list for that 
afternoon. For the first time 
in my life, I hung Christmas 
lights on the roof  of  our house. 

After years of  talking about 
it, I finally did 
it. My desire to 
hang lights on 
the house has 
always been 
held back by 
the small peak 
in our roof  and 
a small forest 
of  evergreen 
bushes below. 

Although 
most of  the 
lights on my roof  could easily 
be placed by simply standing 
on a ladder, I knew from past 
trials that this peaked area 
would make hanging the lights 
a little more of  a challenge. 

My first attempt to tackle 
the peak involved an extension 
ladder, but unfortunately, the 
width of  the bushes below 
made the angle of  the ladder 
feel a bit unstable, so throwing 
caution to the wind and with a 
few choice words, I climbed on 
the roof  and got busy. 

That Saturday evening, as 
the sky turned dark, I was 
finally able to experience my 
own Clark Griswold moment 
as I stood smiling with pride at 
the newly installed Christmas 
lights. 

My lighting adventure began 
Saturday morning as I drove to 
Norfolk in search of  the perfect 
warm white Christmas light. 

Upon my arrival, it became 
increasingly apparent I would 
have to either let another year 
pass with no lights on my roof  
or change my vision and go 

with colored 
light as all the 
white round 
bulbs I was 
searching for 
were gone. 

 While 
standing in 
Menards, one 
of  the many 
locations I 
visited in my 
search, a man 

questioned a worker where 
he could find “all the holiday 
crap.” 

Listening and laughing, 
I thought about my own 
husband’s attitude towards 
holiday decorating. To be fair, 
I estimate we currently have 
about 2000 Christmas bulbs 
burning between the inside 
and outside of  our home, and 
I guess as long as I don’t ask 
for his help, he doesn’t seem to 
mind my holiday obsession. 

My children, on the other 
hand, have not been quite as 
lucky. My kids have been called 
into action on several occasions 
as I fret about where to put this 
decoration or how to get up and 
down from the roof. As a matter 
of  fact, my son, who is not a 

fan of  heights, actually offered 
to climb on the roof  to hang 
the lights, but my response to 
him was, “Honey, you have a 
long life ahead of  you, I think 
it is best if  I do it.” He also was 
instrumental in reassuring 
me that colored lights would 
be just fine. Upon completion, 
I discovered he was right, and 
the colored lights outside have 
grown on me.  

In an informal survey I 
created online, I found that 
colored lights seem quite 
popular for outside decorating. 
This non-scientific data was 
confirmed as I talked my 
husband into driving around 
on Sunday night to look at 
others’ Christmas lights. 

Of  the 126 businesses or 
homes, I counted lights on at 

the time, I found that 64 had 
colored lights, 33 incorporated 
both white and colored, and 
only 29 were all white. As 
proud as I was of  my lighting 
accomplishments, I also 
discovered I have nothing on 
many of  the houses in town.  

One of  the most highly 
decorated homes I saw on our 
travels was the home of  Todd 
and Shanna  Lammers. They 
have more lights than some 
areas of  the Vegas strip. Stacy 
and Marty Henn run a close 
second, as not only their house, 
but also their grounds are 
completely covered in lights.

One of  my favorites, not 
because of  the massive 
number of  lights but because 
of  the creativity, is the home of  
Randy and Krista Eisenhauer, 

It’s all about the lights (my lights too!) this Christmas

Santa Claus and
holiday parade 
to be tonight

In just a couple of  hours, 
Santa Claus will be in Elgin! 

Tonight,Wednesday, Dec. 9, 
the Elgin Community Club is 
sponsoring Santa Claus’ first 
official visit to Elgin this 
holiday season. 

Due to COVID, this year’s 
event will be held outdoors 
in the courtyard adjacent to 
the Elgin KC Hall. Santa will 
be there from 4:30 p.m. to 
approximately 6 p.m. 

Between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
a Christmas parade will be 
held on Highway 14 from 
Cedar to North Street. 

District #18 Board
of Education to
meet tonight

The Elgin FFA Chapter has initiated a Christmas Coat 
Drive.

According to FFA Advisor Julia Schwartz, the coat drive 
will run from now through Monday, Dec. 21.

FFA members are asking for donations of  warm clothing 
for those in need, accepting new and gently used winter cloth-
ing for all sizes of  children and adults.

Among the items to be collected are coats, gloves, hats, 
socks, boots, scarves and blankets.

A donation box is located in the ag room at Elgin Public 
School where items can be placed. Or, donations can be made 
to any Elgin FFA member.

Elgin FFA initiates 
Christmas coat drive

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

Meeting Monday night, the Elgin 
City Council approved an ordinance 
establishing new sewer rates to take 
effect in 2021. Voting 3-0, the council 
adopted Ordinance #659 establishing 
new sewer rates which will go into 
effect January 1.

 The new sewer rate is $46 per 
quarter plus $1.40 per 1,000 gallons 
based on winter usage (January 
through March). Water bills will 
continue to be sent out quarterly. 
Residents will be given the option to 
pay quarterly or monthly. This will 
mark the first sewer rate increase since 
2009.

As part of  the reorganizational 

meeting, the council gave the go-
ahead to advertise for applicants to 
fill the Ward Two seat on the Elgin 
City Council. The seat became vacant 
when no one filed for the position after 
Councilman Don Mackel chose not to 
seek re-election.

Letters of  intent will be accepted 
until Dec. 31 at city hall for the 
appointment as Ward Two Council 
member. The term of  this seat runs 
until December 2024. Appointment will 
be made at the January 4, 2021 meeting 
of  the council. All applicants must be a 
registered voter and live in Ward Two. 
For more information, contact city 
hall.

Towards the end of  the meeting, 
Schmitt asked council members about 

whether or not to consider a mask 
mandate like other cities have in the 
state in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. With no clear consensus, 
the decision was made to discuss the 
matter at a later date, knowing that 
Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts has 
made it clear he has no intention, 
at this time, of  issuing a statewide 
mandate.

Update — Mayor Mike Schmitt 
shared with council members an 
update on the water main project. 
While new water lines and sidewalks 
have been completed, the project 
won’t be finished until hand rails 
are installed at specified locations. 
He said he was told by David Rutjens 
of  Rutjens Construction that the 

handrails are in the final stage of  
being completed and will be installed 
shortly.

Also regarding the water line project, 
the council approved an amendment to 
the loan agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of  Environment & Energy 
to include final expenses for the 
water line project which exceeded the 
original amount of  the loan. As part 
of  the treasurer’s report, City Clerk 
Kristin Childers said the city will be 
reimbursed $620,000 as part of  the 
water line loan.

RV park — Approved at the meeting 
was the purchase of  signs to be placed 
near the camper pads at Elgin City 

New city sewer rates to start in January

See COUNCIL, Page Three

New cases of  COVID-19 numbers continue to rise across the 
nine-county area covered by the North Central District Health 
Department. 

As of  Monday, Dec. 7, there are 3,075 confirmed cases with 
1,165 recoveries and 41 deaths in the nine-county area served by 
NCDHD. 

In the last 14 days, 550 total cases have been reported. Knox 
County has the most number of  cases with 657 followed by Holt 
County 618, Pierce has 545. 

The total number of  cases in Antelope County is now 417 with 
154 recoveries and four deaths.

The Directed Health Measures (DHMs), effective through Dec. 
31, have been updated to include the recommendations from 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding 
shortened quarantine. The change includes:

• Quarantine may now discontinue without testing under the 

See COVID, Page Three

with the majority of  their 
house adorned in small red, 
green, and white lights, except 
for one section that features 
a Grinch pulling the strand 
down from the house.   

Whether your lights are 
colored or white, whether you 
have a single strand on your 
porch or a house engulfed in 
lights, I find that holiday lights 
bring us joy. For most who 
participated in my informal 
survey, I discovered that they 
serve as a wonderful reminder 
of  their childhood and a 
reminder that Christmas is 
just around the corner. With 
that being said, it’s not too late 
to add a little Christmas joy 
to the outside of  your home . 
. .  After all, it only took me 51 
years to do it.

All eyes were focused on the EPS gymnasium Monday night as jun-
ior/senior high students held their annual Christmas concert. Looking 
on during a break were band students Austin Hinkle (red shirt) and 
Jordan Lindgren. More photos of the concert can be found on Page 
12.  E-R photo/L Morgan

Holiday concert held at EPS

A view of just one of many Elgin homes lit up with Christmas. This is a view of “Christmas on Elm Street.” 
E-R photo/LMorgan
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Shop at home to support our merchants!
YORK — Central Valley Ag 

Cooperative (CVA) recently 
hosted its Annual Meeting 
virtually on November 23, 2020, 
for member-owners to review 
the fiscal year. CVA reported 
$22.9 million in Total Profit 
from $1.5 billion in total sales 
for their fiscal year 2020, end-
ing on August 31, 2020.

“In the face of  massive chal-
lenges, our people were able to 
rally around our mission and 
vision to find a way to win,” 
said Carl Dickinson, CEO/
President of  Central Valley 
Ag. “We added to our ability to 
be successful long term with 
a stronger balance sheet. We 
reinvested in people, technol-
ogy, and assets. As I reflect on 
fiscal year 19/20, I am proud 
to say that we lived up to our 
vision of  being a world-class 
cooperative.”

“CVA, who has one of  the 
strongest balance sheets in the 
nation for local cooperatives, 
not only survived 2020 but 
thrived,” said Don Swanson, 
Chief  Financial Officer. “Much 
of  this is due to merging in 

CVA hosts annual meeting
Farmers and Ranchers Cooper-
ative in Ainsworth, Nebraska 
and purchasing the assets of  
Agrex in Laurel, Nebraska.” 
The cooperative also invested 
$46.3 Million in several capital 
improvement and expansion 
projects to better serve pa-
trons.

At the meeting, CVA also 
announced the newly elected 
members of  their Board of  Di-
rectors. CVA member-owners 
elected the following individu-
als to represent their voice on 
the board:

• Kurt Thoene (Hartington, 
NE) – Region 2

• Paul Jarecke (Clarks, NE) – 
Region 3

• Carmen Schlickbernd (West 
Point, NE) – Region 4

• Luke Carlson (York, NE) – 
Region 5

• Tom Vodicka (Surprise, NE) 
– Region 6

• Ryan May (Hunter, KS) – 
Region 9

“Our Board of  Directors play 
a visionary role in helping 
CVA succeed,” said Dave Beck-
man, CVA Board Chairman. 

“I want to thank our depart-
ing board members, Raymond 
Larson from Green, Kansas, 
and Rob Chatt from Tekamah, 
Nebraska, for their service and 
dedication to CVA. Rob was ap-
pointed to the CVA board as an 
associate director; he was later 
elected and served ten years. 
Raymond began his board 
service as an associate direc-
tor at Farmers Coop Elevator 
in Upper Greenleaf, Kansas 
in 1985 and served 35 years at 
predecessor Coops and CVA.”

CVA relies on its Board of  
Directors to position CVA for 
future success and profitabil-
ity for member-owners. CVA’s 
Board of  Directors is made up 
of  local, agricultural produc-
ers who are recognized for 
their industry expertise, as 
well as economic and commu-
nity development skills.

“Serving on the board of  
directors for the co-op is a chal-
lenge, a reward, and a learn-
ing experience, all wrapped in 
one,” said Mark Philips, CVA 
Board Member from Akron, 
Iowa. “It’s an honor to serve 
the members and be a part of  
the strategic planning that 
goes into what the co-op will 
look like in the future.”
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Looking Back
Twenty Years Ago
December 6, 2000

A very successful Christmas 
parade of  homes was held 
in Elgin with 120 people 
participating in the tour. 
“This was a great turnout, 
especially when you consider 
that Christmas home tours 
were being held in Neligh, 
Albion and Tilden on the same 
day,” said Sue Vanis, a member 
of  Young-N-Lively FCE Club, 
which sponsored the local 

event.
Four girls were confirmed 

by Rev. David Kuhfal during 
worship services at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Elgin. 
The new confirmands were 
Cheyanne Miller, Shanda 
Jochum, Kimberly Gilpin, and 
Jennifer Kittlelson. 

Darlene Dozler of  Elgin was 
the featured artist of  the day 
at the Great Platte RIver Road 
Archway Monument near 
Kearney.

Thirty Years Ago
December 12, 1990

Christmas Coloring Contest 
sponsored by FCX and Mr. 
M Catering winners were 
announced. The first place 
winners were as follows: 
Kindergarten and younger-
Lisa Pelster, age 6, rural 
Petersburg. First through 
Third grades- Candice Kester, 
age 8, rural Oakdale. Fourth 
through Sixth Grades- Anna 
Vanourney, age 9, Elgin.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Borer 
of  Elgin received word that 
their daughter, Spec. Donna 

the tractor and there was no 
damage to the picker.

Specials featured this 
week at Faubel’s IGA Store, 
Heinz Tomato Ketchup, 20 oz. 
bottle….35 cents, Facial tissue, 
200 count……25 cents, sliced 
bacon, 2 lb pkg….$1.09.

 Now Showing at the New 
Moon Theater in Neligh, 
“Woodstock”, admission $1.50, 
rated R. 
Sixty Years Ago
December 8, 1960

The dog belonging in Addie 
Batie fell into an abandoned 
cesspool at the rear of  her cafe 
residence and a step ladder 
was needed to remove the 
animal from the deep cave-
in. It was fortunate that Miss 
Batie had let the dog out of  the 
back door first, or she would 
have suffered severe injury 
had she preceded the dog. The 
old cesspool, partially located 
under Addie’s cement back 

See McNEIL, Page Eight

Elgin Community Center 
meals next week are: 

Monday, December 
14: Chicken fried steak, 
mashed potatoes, mixed 
veggies, peaches, rolls, 
milk.

Tuesday, December 15: 
Cheeseburger soup, carrots 
& celery, crackers, pears, 
whole wheat/white bread, 
milk.

Wednesday, December 
16: Pork loin, scalloped 
potatoes, corn, 
strawberries, angel food 
cake, dinner roll, milk.

Thursday, December 17: 
Sausage gravy w/biscuit, 
oven potatoes, watergate 
salad, orange juice, french 
toast, milk.

Friday, December 18: 
Cheese burger, baked 
potatoes, green beans, apple 
crisp, whole wheat/white 
bread, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15. 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

Borer has been transferred 
back to the United States from 
Operation Desert Shield.Spec. 
Borer had been serving in 
Saudi Arabia.

Three EHS alumni are 
among the 631 freshman 
attending Wayne State 
College. Wayne State new 
freshman from Elgin Public 
High School are Becki Reilly, 
Clinton Simmons and Heith 
Wilkinson.   
Fifty Years Ago
December 3, 1970

Elgin fireman were called 
to the Glenn Dozler farm on 
Thanksgiving Day. Glen’s 
tractor, which was coupled to 
a corn picker, caught fire. The 
fire was extinguished when 
the department arrived and 
made sure that the fire was 
completely out. A hydraulic 
hose evidently broke causing 
the oil to run over the hot 
engine. Damage was minor to 

Geraniums in a riot of  seven shades of  red, coral and pink 
share space in our picture window with our Christmas tree this 
year. They are a wonder. I first planted geraniums in front of  

one of  my Ohio houses. A big stately, gray 
four-square built in 1925, the rich reds of  
the blossoms stood out against a backdrop 
of  deep green yews. Each autumn I was sad 
to see them go, and every spring, I happily 
planted more. 

When we moved to Michigan, I took to 
planting geraniums and other annuals 
in pots. “Container gardening” gave me 
freedom to brighten-up the front porch and 
patio without having to deal with the rock 
a previous owner spread at the base of  the 
landscaping there. When we moved back 
home to Nebraska, my collection of  flower 
pots made the move, and again, geraniums 
and other beauties brightened our patios, 
decks and porches during the summers 
and sometimes late into the fall in Lincoln 
and later in Omaha. Pulling the plants out 
of  their pots, and putting the pots away to 
protect them from winter breakage always 
made me melancholy.  

Two years ago, our first spring in the parsonage, we were 
selling the Omaha home, setting up the little Lincoln apartment 
and figuring out living in two places until Mike could retire. Our 

The riches of God’s grace

following conditions: at least 10 days have passed since the quar-
antined individual’s last Close Contact exposure AND have no 
symptom development AND continues to self-monitor daily for 
symptom development through day 14 since last Close Contact ex-
posure AND wears a facial covering (such as a bandana or cloth 
mask) through day 14 since last Close Contact.

• Quarantine may discontinue with testing under the following 
conditions: at least seven (7) days have passed since the quaran-
tined individual’s last Close Contact exposure AND has had no 
symptom development AND results of  a diagnostic specimen 
test is negative, AND the specimen was collected no earlier than 
5 days since the quarantined individual’s last Close Contact 
exposure AND continues to self-monitor daily for symptom 
development through day 14 since last Close Contact exposure 
AND wears a facial covering (such as a bandana or cloth mask) 
through day 14 since last Close Contact exposure.

From Page One
COVID

Park explaining rules for 
camping there. The signs, 
along with new envelopes for 
the collection of  fees is being 
done in an effort to make sure 
campers pay the fees to park 
there. It became an issue when 
one camper left without paying 
the monthly fee of  $400. The 
Antelope County Sheriff ’s 
Department will be asked 
to aid in tracking down that 
person, if  possible.

From Page One
Council

porch, had caved in during the 
night. Workmen filled in the 
hole that day.

By Jessie Reestman
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Criminal, justice issues should take center stage in January

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

Slowing the
spread of COVIDAfter a summer of  discontent spurred by police 

shootings of  several Black people, a number of  re-
form issues ranging from police review and public 
prosecutor transparency to the mortgage process 
of  redlining are being readied for consideration by 
the Nebraska Legislature.

There’s no doubt a recent report from Univer-
sity of  Nebraska at Omaha researchers that Black 
Nebraskans are grossly overrepresented in state-
wide arrest and incarceration numbers will play 

a huge role in the debate. 
The report also concludes 
that Black Nebraskans are 
significantly underrepre-
sented among those receiv-
ing non-prison diversion or 
intervention services.

One of  the researchers, 
Leah Butler, an assistant 
professor in UNO’s School 
of  Criminology and Crimi-
nal Justice, said she’d like 
to analyze how some level 
of  disparity at one stage 
through the process feeds 
into greater disparities at 
the next stage. Researchers 
have been able to identify 
the disparities but don’t yet 
have those answers of  why.

She told the Legislature’s 
Planning Committee that it 
would be easier to compare 

among agencies and jurisdictions if  Nebraska had 
a “centralized and standardized source of  criminal 
justice data.” 

Such reporting to one source and making it pub-
licly available would make it easy for members of  
the public and researchers to access.

Add that to the list. If  it takes a bill to do it, get it 
introduced. We desperately need transparency to 
sort this thing out and time is of  the essence.

The research indicated that the average number 
of  arrests of  Black people in Nebraska from 2014 
to 2019 amounted to 19% of  all arrests while Blacks 
make up only 5% of  the state’s population. Com-
pare that to white Nebraskans, who made up 76% 
of  arrests during that time period but are 89% of  
the state’s population. 

Seward, Buffalo, Lincoln and Lancaster counties 
had the largest percentage of  the Black population 
arrested in 2019. About three-fourths of  the state’s 
counties could not be analyzed because of  “sup-
pressed data due to low counts,” the researchers 
wrote.

Butler said the incarceration disparities are even 
greater than the arrest disparities. White inmates 
made up 52% of  the population at state and federal 
correctional facilities in 2018, 36 percentage points 
below their statewide population. Black inmates 
were overrepresented by five times their popula-
tion.

Likewise, racial disparities also were found 
in community-based correctional programs and 
Black Nebraskans also were significantly under-
represented in receiving resolutions through alter-
native court programs such as drug, DUI, mental 
health, veterans and reentry courts.

Admittedly, in the midst of  a pandemic with 
the economic and health care uncertainties sur-
rounding it, the Legislature’s one mandated task 

of  creating a state budget will take precedence 
with some. Then there’s always our old favorites of  
property tax relief, prison reform, school finance 
and fill-in-the-blank with the latest hot topic. Those 
issues have lingered and some will likely try to 
throw old solutions at them.

But let’s hope that this fresh-faced 107th Legis-
lature can take the time to discuss basic human 
rights, and wrongs. 

While I don’t support the extreme idea of  defund-
ing the police, I do support a healthy and open dis-
cussion of  police practices with all parties heard 
from. 

The discussions started in Lincoln and Omaha 
following summer protests related to the deaths of  
George Floyd and others in Detroit and elsewhere. 
Is that a Nebraska problem? To the extent that the 
attitudes and practices of  Nebraskans reflect the 
national mood, yes. It must be addressed. Very 
soon. 

Omaha Senator Justin Wayne, one of  two Black 
senators, wants his colleagues to consider the fea-
sibility of  a prosecutor-transparency act to better 
understand mass incarceration and racial dispari-
ties. 

He also wants to look at the historical practice of  
redlining often used by banks, mortgage lenders 
and realtors to restrict services to certain areas, 
often based on race.

Lincoln Senator Patty Pansing- Brooks likes the 
idea of  police reform through independent gov-

Nebraskans are known for 
common sense, tenacity, and grit.  
When faced with a major chal-
lenge, we don’t panic or abandon 
core principles and long-standing 
traditions.  Instead, we pull 
together to do what’s best for 
our communities.  Whether it’s 
a pandemic or historic flooding, 
Nebraskans have shown the world 
that we can overcome incredible 
challenges.

In mid-November, Nebraska’s 
coronavirus hospitalizations had 
reached a critical point.  With 
nearly 1,000 coronavirus patients, 
hospitals across the state were 
seeing more and more corona-
virus patients almost every day.  
The ever-increasing number of  
incoming patients was making it 
tougher for healthcare workers to 
provide the care they needed.

With mounting hospitalizations, 
and the pos-
sibility of  
increased 
spread over 
Thanksgiv-
ing week-
end, we 
called on 
everyone 
to step up 
their efforts 
to guard 
against 
the virus.  
Thank 
you to all 
Nebraskans 
for working 
to slow the 
spread of  
the virus.  It 
has helped 

to protect our hospitals and 
healthcare workers.

Since reaching a high of  987 
on November 20th, Nebraska’s 
coronavirus hospitalizations have 
decreased by over twenty percent. 
As of  December 7th, Nebraska’s 
hospitals are caring for 768 coro-
navirus patients.  We remain in 
the “orange” phase of  the State’s 
pandemic response.  At Thanks-
giving, we were on the cusp of  
moving into the “red” phase and 
adding new restrictions.  Thanks 
to Nebraskans stepping up to 
slow the spread of  the virus, we 
may now be on a road to relaxed 
restrictions.  Of  course, this 
depends on all of  us continuing to 
take common sense precautions.

To determine the restrictions 
needed to fight the virus at any 
given time, we have been using 
the percentage of  staffed hospi-
tal beds taken up by coronavirus 
patients as our primary metric.  
This helps protect hospital capac-
ity, so we can provide the care 
people need.

If  Nebraska ever reaches 25% 
of  hospital beds with coronavirus 
patients, we’ll immediately go into 
our “red” phase.  Currently, less 
than 20% of  our staffed hospital 
beds have coronavirus patients 
in them.  If  the percentage of  
coronavirus-related hospitaliza-
tions is below the 20% threshold 
for seven days (rolling average), 
we’ll enter the “yellow” phase of  
our pandemic plan and loosen 
restrictions.    

Regardless of  which phase we 
are in, it’s critical that all of  us 
continue to keep practicing good 
hygiene.  As the weather gets cold-
er, people will spend more time 
indoors.  This elevates the risk of  
transmission.  During the winter 
months, it will be more important 
than ever for Nebraskans to avoid 
the “Three Cs.”  This means avoid-
ing crowded places, close contacts, 
and confined spaces.  Wash hands 
often for at least twenty seconds 
to kill off  the virus.  Wear a mask 
when you go to the store.  Do your 
Christmas shopping alone instead 
of  taking the kids with you.  Limit 
the size of  holiday gatherings, and 
be mindful of  at-risk loved ones 
when you make plans to celebrate 
Hanukkah, Christmas, and the 
New Year.  All of  these common 
sense steps will help protect hos-
pital capacity.

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

ernment oversight of  law enforcement agencies. 
Lincoln colleague Matt Hansen wants to focus on 
the use of  force by law enforcement.

Current Judiciary Committee Chairman Senator 
Steve Lathrop of  Omaha, at the urging of  term-
limited Omaha Senator Sara Howard, suggests 
looking at the racial and ethnic disproportionality 
in Nebraska’s foster care and juvenile justice sys-
tems with a focus on the Youth Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Centers. 

Omaha Senator Tony Vargas, one of  two Latino 
lawmakers, wants to see his colleagues examine 
systemic and institutional racism in Nebraska 
and make recommendations to improve systems 
to make them more equitable for those who are 
biracial, interracial and people of  color. 

That’s a full plate. Get to it!
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska
government and politics since 1979. He 

has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

See RICKETTS, Page Five

From buying Christmas gifts for friends and fam-
ily to taking advantage of  Black Friday deals, the 
holidays are usually the busiest time of  the year 
for retailers. The biggest single day, Black Friday, is 
already behind us, but eight of  the 10 historically 
busiest shopping days fall between December 1 and 
New Year’s Day.

Due to the pandemic, more Americans are shop-
ping online than ever, and the economic slowdown 
has forced many families to scale back their spend-
ing. This affects all businesses, but small ones are 
especially vulnerable.

Fortunately, the Paycheck Protection Program 
Congress created in March has been successful in 
our state. It helped save over 327,000 Nebraska jobs, 
and it paid out over $3.4 billion to more than 44,000 
Nebraska employers.

Despite this much-needed relief, our small busi-
nesses still need our support. The holiday season 
offers a wonderful opportunity to help Nebraska 
businesses with our purchases, so from now until 
the end of  this year, let’s shop local.

Dean Dvorak, the owner of  a poultry distribution 
company called Plum Creek Farms, understands 
how important this is. In October, he opened Plum 
Creek Farms Countryside Market in Waterloo, 
which sells their chicken alongside products from 
many other local businesses.

From decorative towels to candles to local honey, 
99% of  what they offer is made right here in Ne-
braska. KMTV recently profiled them for their 
“Shop the Heartland for the Holidays” series, which 
is an excellent place to find other Nebraska busi-
nesses that deserve our support.

According to Dean, his market wouldn’t exist if  
we weren’t living through a pandemic. Plum Creek 
Farms’ sales were down this year, but instead of  
giving up, he chose to adapt.

So many other Nebraska business owners have 
found new ways to do business this year as well. 
Among them are Stan and Judy Meyer of  Beatrice, 
who own the local Ashley Furniture HomeStore.

On November 21, they celebrated their store’s 
50th anniversary with a unique sale. All of  the 
day’s proceeds went to a local food pantry and the 
Willow Women’s Pregnancy Resource and Adoption 
Center, two causes the Meyers strongly believe in. 
And because they run a furniture store, they also 
donated 50 mattresses to children in need.

The cities of  Grand Island and Norfolk have pio-
neered innovative “passport” programs that allow 

residents to stamp a card each time they visit local 
businesses. In Grand Island, once you visit all par-
ticipating businesses, you can pick up a canvas tote 
bag filled with coupons and product samples. Their 
program originally ran until the end of  October, 
but the city has extended the deadline until Decem-
ber 21 to account for the recent nationwide surge in 
coronavirus cases and give customers more time to 
safely complete the challenge.

Like KMTV, the Lin-
coln Journal-Star has also 
launched a campaign to sup-
port Nebraska businesses. 
It’s called the “Shop Local 
Pledge,” and once you sign 
up on their website, you’ll be 
eligible to win gift cards and 
other prizes from participat-
ing local companies.

I encourage you to take the 
pledge and join me in shop-
ping local this holiday season. 
And while you’re shopping, 
I urge you to keep in mind 
that this pandemic is not over. 
Please wear a mask and main-
tain a distance of  six feet 
from others, and if  you feel 
sick, please stay home. Our 
success against this virus de-
pends on the choices each of  
us make, and when we choose 
to follow these guidelines, we’re choosing to help 
save lives.

No matter how you shop, remember that every 
dollar you spend in our local stores goes toward 
helping our small business owners make ends 
meet. That’s important every year, but it’s crucial 
as we near the end of  this one.

Shop safely, shop ‘small’ this holiday season

When I meet with hospitals and health care 
providers around Nebraska, both prior to and 
during the current pandemic, the impact of  
unnecessary regulations on their ability to pro-
vide care in rural areas is always at the top of  
their list of  concerns. Over the last four years 
I have appreciated working with the Trump 
administration on these issues because of  their 
persistent willingness to listen to rural Ameri-
cans, take these concerns seriously, and act. We 
cannot afford to go in the other direction.

A commonsense, innovation-centric ap-
proach to health care has helped America take 
center stage in the fight against COVID. Opera-
tion Warp Speed, made possible by the CARES 
Act, has expedited the vaccine process, while 

See SMITH, Page Five

Common sense
healthcare
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This month, we expect to receive about 100,000 doses of  
coronavirus vaccines in Nebraska.  Pending federal ap-
proval, vaccinations could begin as early as the week of  De-
cember 13-19.  Coronavirus vaccination requires two shots, 
taken a few weeks apart.  Since vaccine supplies are limited, 
we’re prioritizing healthcare personnel for vaccination.  It’s 
vitally important that those on the frontlines in the fight 
against the pandemic stay as healthy as possible and that 
we reduce their chances of  spreading this virus.  We’re also 
prioritizing residents of  nursing homes and assisted-living 
facilities to be vaccinated.  Older Nebraskans in congregate 
living settings are at increased risk from the coronavirus, 
and it’s important to immunize them as quickly as we can.  
The latest version of  the State’s vaccination plan is available 
at dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Vaccination-Plan.pdf.

Following CDC guidance, we changed our quarantine 
rules as of  December 3, 2020.  Nebraskans who have been in 
close contact with the virus can now discontinue quarantine 
after 10 days.  If  someone in quarantine tests negative for 
coronavirus, they can stop quarantining even sooner—after 
7 days.  For this to happen, the test must occur at least 5 days 
after exposure.  Anyone who quarantines, whether for 7 days 
or 10 days, must wear a mask and monitor themselves for 
symptoms until 14 days after close contact exposure. 

If  you have questions about quarantine rules, vaccina-
tions, or the State’s phased pandemic response, please email 
pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 402-471-2244. 

From Page Four
Ricketts

From Page Four
Smith
maintaining the U.S.’s world class safety standards. The U.S. leads 
the world in vaccine development and millions of  vaccine doses 
are expected to be ready to distribute to frontline health care 
workers in the coming weeks once the Food and Drug Adminis-

tration affirms what we have seen in pre-
liminary results from vaccine trials.

The pandemic has also renewed our focus 
on the critical need for flexibility and in-
novation in our health care system. When 
facing an unprecedented health crisis, we 
must be able to adjust and implement new 
ideas and solutions, not just place new 
limits. In high risk locations such as skilled 
nursing facilities, this is particularly im-
portant. For this reason, I have introduced 
the RUSH Act, legislation I was developing 
even before the pandemic, which would al-
low patients in these facilities to be treated 
in place using new technologies like tel-
ehealth, rather than risking a trip to the 
hospital. This potentially life-saving legisla-
tion creates incentives for skilled nursing 
facilities to use innovative technologies and 
improve rural health care.

In rural America we know what works in 
New York City, may not work in York, Ne-

braska. Regulations like Medicare’s 96-hour rule, which requires 
small rural hospitals to take steps to discharge or transfer a 
patient to another hospital within four days, might make sense in 
more populous areas, but not in rural Nebraska where the near-
est large, regional hospital could be many miles and several coun-
ties away. I have introduced legislation in the past to repeal this 
dangerous rule and was pleased when the Trump administration 
took regulatory action to end enforcement of  the rule. I will con-
tinue fighting to implement this relief  into law and ensure future 
administrations can’t restore this disastrous, unnecessary rule. 
Health care providers, not the federal government, know best 
whether they can safely treat a patient in a rural setting or need 

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman 
Adrian Smith

to transfer them.
We cannot afford to stifle innovation and strangle our health 

care system with harmful regulations. We must build on the work 
from the last four years to spur innovation. I will continue my 
efforts to drive down health care costs, improve consumer access, 
and fight against socialized medicine.

Omaha church held a plant sale, the proceeds going to support 
good causes. 

Rev. Katie Miller, the Associate pastor of  the church, (a proud 
Elgin native!) set plants aside for me and on one of  my last trips 
out of  town, I dropped by the church in central Omaha before 
heading to Highway 275 and our new home here. 

We visited my Aunt in Colorado late that summer. Seeing her 
gorgeous deck overlooking the foothills and resplendent with 
over thirty potted geraniums she’s kept for over thirty years 
inspired me to try bringing my geraniums inside in the fall. 

I wasn’t sure it would work but figured it was worth attempt-
ing. Last winter the flowers were leggy and spindly, but they 
made it. My First Central Congregational Church in Omaha 
geraniums made their second annual summer appearance on the 
parsonage patio and porch this year. 

From Page Three
McNeil

In September when I brought them inside, I brutally cut them 
back, gave them some fertilizer and waited to see how they would 
respond.

The pruning worked! The plants are healthy and full. Their 
blossoms are vibrant against winter-day-gray skies. Without chil-
dren or pets to tend to, caring for these living things, nurturing 
them through the winter feels good. 

They remind me of  the ways God tends to us in all seasons. 
Watering us on the Word, feeding us by the riches of  God’s grace, 
helping us in seasons of  full blossom and seasons of  rest. Some-
times we even need a little pruning, scary as it may be. Some-
times there needs to be some cutting back of  parts of  our lives 
that have grown leggy in order that we can grow and bloom more 
beautiful than ever before. 

*****
Park Church is worshipping via Zoom on Sundays at 9:15 am. 

We would love for you to join us. Contact me and I’ll share with 
you the connection information. On Christmas Eve we plan to 
gather out on the church lawn at 7:30 pm for a masked and so-
cially distanced, beautiful Christmas Eve service. 

Wear your Christmas-best coveralls if  it’s cold, and cel-
ebrate with us the birth of  Christ. Beckyzmcneil@gmail.com. 
402.540.5615.

Shop at home to
support our merchants!
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Time stands
still for no one

Time.
It’s what nearly every sport, 

with the exception of  baseball, 
is guided by.

Seconds tick off  a clock, one 
by one, until there are none. 
A buzzer sounds, winners 
rejoice, losers walk off  the 
court searching for answers 
and the next opportunity to 
come out on top.

If  you were one of  the lucky 
ones to be able to attend Friday 
night’s Wolfpack basketball 
games, you witnessed just 
how time has a funny way of  
working.

The winter sports season has 
begun and things are different, 
quite different.

Every fan sitting in the 
stands, except for when they 
guzzle a drink or eat from 
a limited concession stand 
menu, is wearing masks. It’s an 
odd sight simply because it’s 
the new norm. There are no 
laws on the books forcing fans 
to wear masks, just a promise 
from school administrators 
that fans will be asked to leave 
the gym if  they don’t wear a 
mask. Glasses may become 
steamy, but it’s a small price to 
pay. Enough on that.

The Wolfpack girls game saw 
the strangest moments of  time 
I have seen in a long while. 
Niobrara-Verdigre led by nine 

points 
with just 
under 
three 
minutes 
left in 
the third 
quarter. 
In the 
space of  
less than 
three 
minutes, 
the lead 
evapor-
ated as 
EPPJ 
took a 
two-point 
lead with 
7:10 to 
go in 

the game. They grew the lead 
to 10 points, 51 to 41 with just 
over four minutes left to play, 
capping a 13 to 3 run.

With 2:30 left to play, they 
led 53 to 41 and looked well on 
their way to victory.

But, in a strange year when 
nothing is normal any more, 
Niobrara-Verdigre held EPPJ 
scoreless the rest of  the way, 
scoring the last 13 points to 
win 56 to 53.

Not since the spring of  1974 
had I seen so many streaks. 
Ray Stevens would have been 
shouting for Ethel to look away, 
but none of  the fans could. 
From down nine to ahead by 12 
to lose by three. Time matters.

The Wolfpack boys had their 
own moment in time. Down 
eight to start the second half, 
they charged back to take a 
late lead in the fourth quarter. 
The Cougars regained the 
lead. Then both teams went 
scoreless for 2:45. 

Trailing 45 to 44, two frantic 
three-point shots missed 
the mark. EPPJ then caught 
a break as freshman Nick 
Anderson snagged a rebound 
and was fouled with five 
seconds left. 

Two free throws for the 
freshman, playing only his 
second varsity game. The 
first shot bounced off  the rim, 
leaving one shot left. Coach 
Michael Becker could be heard 
coaching from the sideline, 
encouraging Anderson to put 
more arch in his free throw. 
The second free throw, with all 
the pressure, found the mark 
to tie the score and send the 
game into overtime where the 
Cougars prevailed by three 
points.

Scoreboards tick off  time, 
you just never know what 
you’re going to see until the 
buzzer sounds. 

It stands still for no athlete 
or team. That’s why we watch 
and cheer and look forward to 
the next game when the final 
buzzer sounds.

*****
One more thought about the 

opening weekend of  winter 
sports.

I don’t know how long 
concession stands will last 
serving a limited menu. 
Choices were indeed limited, 
but the food served at our 
gyms continues to be better 
than many gyms. Trust me I 
know.

SPINNING 
TALES

Dennis Morgan 
Publisher

ELGIN — Victory slipped 
through the fingers of  a young 
Wolfpack squad Friday night 
as Niobrara-Verdigre edged 
EPPJ 56 to 53.

After a 17-0 run gave the 
Wolfpack a 53 to 41 lead with 
2:30 left to play, the Lady 
Cougars charged back to score 
the game’s last 15 points to win 
the game.

Turnovers proved costly 
in the game’s final moments 
as the Lady Cougars turned 
four miscues into eight points 
in 34 seconds to pull within 
six points, 53 to 47. Then the 
Cougars’ freshman Josilyn 
Miller scored six of  her 20 
points in the final 70 seconds to 
claim the victory.

EPPJ had a chance to tie 
the score in the game’s final 
seconds following a steal by 
senior Kirsten Krebs. However, 
a desperation trey attempt 
missed the mark as the game 
clock expired.

“In the fourth quarter we 

ELGIN — Victory eluded Elgin Public-Pope 
John Friday night as they lost an overtime 
thriller, 54 to 51.

Freshman Nick Anderson sank the second 
of  two free throws with five seconds left in the 
fourth quarter to tie the game at 45-all. 

Then, in overtime, the Cougars — behind 
five points from Chase Pritchett and four 
from Rane Vesely — proved to be too much to 
overcome.

The Cougars held a six-point lead, 51 to 45, 
with one minute left in overtime. 

Wolfpack junior Colton Wright then 
converted an old-fashioned three-point play to 
cut the lead to three.

Then, after two Cougar free throws, 
sophomore Paiton Hoefer made a trey to cut 
the lead to two with 20 seconds. That’s as close 
as the Wolfpack (1-1) would get in overtime. 

“The kids battled the whole night and every-
one stepped up at some point and made crucial 
plays including Nick’s to send it to overtime,” 
Coach Michael Becker said. “I told him after 
the game that there is nothing harder than 
pressure free throws after you missed the first 
one and he did a great job of  knocking it down 
to give us a chance.” 

For much of  the game, Cougar Max 
Hollmann was nearly unstoppable. Whenever 
they got the ball to Hollmann inside, he used 
his 6’5” frame to score. He scored 12 of  his 
game-high 22 points in the first half  as the 
Cougars built a 33 to 25 lead.

The Wolfpack regrouped at halftime and got 
back into the game with a big third quarter. 
They limited the Cougars to just two points in 
the quarter. 

At the other end of  the court, baskets by 
Blake Henn and Jack Wemhoff  plus two 
free throws by Colton Wright pulled EPPJ to 

within four points of  the lead, 35 to 31. Then, 
long range sharpshooter Austin Good drained 
a trey to make the score 35 to 34 entering the 
fourth quarter.

Wemhoff  made two treys in the fourth 
quarter, the second giving EPPJ their only 
lead of  the second half, 42 to 41. Hollman 
had two field goals down the stretch, the 
last coming at 2:50. Setting the stage for 
Anderson’s big free throw and overtime.

EPPJ was led in scoring by Wright with 13 
points, Good had 12. Aside from Hollmann, the 
Cougars’ Vesely was in double figures with 15 
points.

“I was very happy with how the boys came 
out after halftime.  We challenged them in the 
locker room on the defensive end of  the floor 
and they responded really well. We just can’t 
come out so flat on that side of  the ball like we 
did to start the game and that falls on me as a 
coach making sure that everyone is prepared 
and ready from the start,“ Becker said.

EPPJ (1-1) hosted Neligh-Oakdale Tuesday 
night (too late for press time). They will be on 
the road this week with games at Plainview 
(Friday) and Wausa (Saturday).

Niobrara-Verdigre 54, EPPJ 51 OT
Cougars………………………..13  20  2  10  9 — 54
Wolfpack……………………….12  13  9  11  6 — 51
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 2-3 0-1 4, Jack Wemhoff 
3-8 0-0 8, Paiton Hoefer 4-24 0-0 10, Austin Good 
4-16 0-0 12, Nick Anderson 1-4 1-2 3, Colton Wright 
5-7 3-4 13, Jordan Lindgren 0-0 0-0 0, Ethan Hinkle 
0-0 1-2 1, Camryn Pelster 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 
19-62 5-9 51. Three-point shots — Wolfpack 8-34 
(Austin Good 4, Paiton Hoefer 2, Jack Wemhoff 2). 
Team statistics: Rebounds — Wolfpack 45 (Nick 
Anderson 13, Colton Wright 11). Assists — 
Wolfpack 12 (Jack Wemhoff 4, Nick Anderson 4). 
Turnovers — 7.

Cougars outlast EPPJ in OT thriller

CEDAR RAPIDS — Trailing 
entering the fourth quarter, 
Elgin Public-Pope John rallied 
to claim a 58 to 51 victory over 
Riverside Thursday.

It was the season opener 
for both teams and, when it 
mattered most, the Wolfpack 
delivered for Coach Michael 
Becker and their fans.

“I thought our boys showed 
a lot of  grit and composure 
Thursday night.  They did a 
great job of  trusting each of  
their teammates and maintain-
ing focus throughout each of  
the runs that Riverside made,” 
Coach Becker said. 

Leading 52 to 47 with half  
a minute left in the game, the 
Wolfpack held off  a frantic 
comeback attempt by the 
Chargers.

After a field goal by Charger 
Andrew Krick cut EPPJ’s lead 
to 52 to 49, junior post player 
Colton Wright took over.

The Wolfpack inbounded 
the ball to Wright who was 

immediately fouled and he 
made one of  two free throws. 
The scenario played out again 
just seconds later after a 
Riverside missed shot.

Two free throws by Trent 
Carraher cut EPPJ”s lead to 
three points, 54 to 51 
with nine seconds to 
play.

From that point on 
it was all Wolfpack 
as sophomore Paiton 
Hoefer made two 
free throws. Wright 
closed out scoring 
with two more free 
throws to seal the 
victory.

The game was typical of  
season openers, errant passes, 
missed scoring opportunities 
and momentum swings.

EPPJ dominated play in 
the first half, outscoring the 
Chargers 28 to 24. 

Austin Good scored five 
of  his 10 points in the first 
quarter to help EPPJ stay 

ahead. Then, in the second 
quarter, sophomores’ Hoefer 
and Jack Wemhoff  combined 
for nine points. A three-point 
play by Hoefer gave EPPJ a 28 
to 21 lead with under a minute 
to play. Riverside got a three 

from Ryan Berger to 
close out scoring in 
the first half.

The lead switched 
back and forth in the 
third quarter, setting 
the stage for EPPJ’s 
taking control late 
in the game.

The Wolfpack (1-0) 
were led in scoring 
by Wright, Wemhoff  

and Hoefer with 14 apiece, 
Good added 10.

“I like the confidence that 
our boys have on the offensive 
side of  the floor and they have 
shown the ability to really play 
well with one another which 
should help us as our younger 

came out with some great in-
tensity and built a good lead,” 
Coach Randy Eisenhauer said. 
“We just need to learn how to 
finish games down the stretch.  
We kind of  let out guard down 
for a bit and the nerves got the 
best of  us.”

Earlier in the game it looked 
like EPPJ would pull away for 
an easy victory. 

The Lady Cougars led 38 to 
29 with 2:40 left in the third 
quarter when, as if  a light 
switch had been turned on, 
momentum switched to the 
Wolfpack.

Freshman Ashlynne Charf  
took over, scoring 12 of  the 
team’s next 18 points to give 
EPPJ a 47 to 41 advantage. The 
lead grew as Kaylee Ramold 
and Keyera Eisenhauer 
connected on field goals and 
Krebs added two free throws to 
boost their lead to 53 to 41. 

“A couple of  freshman (Ash-
lynne Charf  and Keyera Eisen-
hauer) had some big plays for 
us in their first varsity game.  
We will need to build on that 
and continue to work and get 
better,” Coach Eisenhauer said 
about the game. 

Charf  led EPPJ with a 
double-double (20 points and 21 
rebounds), Eisenhauer had 11 
points. 

The Cougars were led by 
Miller with 20 points, Chaney 
Konopasek had 13 and Emily 
Parks scored 10.
Niobrara-Verdigre 56, EPPJ 53

Cougars………15  11  15  15 — 56
Wolfpack……...18  7  15  13 — 53
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 0-4 
0-0 0, Theanna Dunn 0-1 0-0 0, 
Ashlynne Charf 9-12 2-5 20, Skyler 
Meis 1-12 1-3 3, Kaylee Ramold 
3-4 0-0 7, Kirsten Krebs 1-7 2-2 
4, Keyera Eisenhauer 4-15 0-0 11, 
Ally Selting 2-9 3-4 8. Team totals: 
20-64 8-16 53. Cougars team 
totals: 22-63 5-11 56. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 5-25 (Keyera 
Eisenhauser 3, Ally Selting 1, 
Kaylee Ramold 1), Cougars 7-23.
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 55 (Ashlynne Charf 21), 
Cougars 39 (C. Konopasek 12). 
Assists — Wolfpack 13 (Kirsten 
Krebs 4), Cougars 9. Steals 
— Wolfpack 19 (Kirsten Krebs 
5), Cougars 22. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 34, Cougars 27.

N-V gals upset Wolflpack

EPPJ wins season opener 58 to 51

See CHARGERS, Page Eight
Freshman Nick Anderson grabs one of his seven rebounds against 
the Chargers Thursday night. E-R photo/DMorgan

Sophomore Jack Wemhoff (shown here driving the lane) had eight points and four assists against 
the Cougars Friday night. E-R photo/DMorgan

Straining to grab a rebound, Wolfpack freshman Ashlynne Charf 
finished with 20 points and 21 rebounds Friday night. E-R photo/
DMorgan

Freshman Keyera Eisenhauer 
finished with 11 points against 
the Lady Cougars. E-R photo/
DMorgan
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HOWELLS — Elgin Public-
Pope John opened the 
wrestling season on a high 
note Saturday, bringing home 
six medals from the Howells-
Dodge Invite.

River Romej, Thomas 
Warnke, Dylon 
Parks as well as 
the Wolfpack’s 
three female 
wrestlers 
(Kali Dworak, 
Isabelle Smidt 
and Kadance 
Dworak) 
medaled in 
round-robin 
competition.

River Romej 
placed fourth 
in the 138-pound weight class, 
winning one of  four matches. 
He pinned Clarkson-Leigh’s 
Conner Jurgensen in 41 
seconds.

Parks won two of  four 
matches, recording pins over 
Alex Molina twice to finish 
fifth in his weight class.

Warnke won three of  his five 
matches, all by pin, to place 
fourth in his division.

In their 
respective 
weight classes, 
Kali Dworak (0-
2) and Smidt (2-
2) claimed third 
place medals 
while Kadance 
Dworak (2-2) 
brought home 
a fifth place 
medal.

Not competing 
Saturday was 

Wolfpack sophomore Carter 
Beckman.

In the team competition, 
Howells-Dodge won with 
a score of  100 followed by 
Oakland-Craig 85, Summerland 
72, GACC 71, Wisner-Pilger 
63.5, Clarkson-Leigh 56.5, 
Hartington CC 55, Madison 53, 
Wakefield 53, Ponca 42, Stanton 
35, EPPJ 24, LHNE 24, St. 
Mary’s 10 and Scribner-Snyder 
0.

Individual results for the 
Wolfpack were:

138 pounds — River Romej 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 
1-3 won by fall over Conner 
Jurgensen (Clarkson-
Leigh) 0-3 (Fall 0:41); Joshua 
Jansen (Guardian Angels 
Central Catholic) 6-2 won by 
fall over Romej (Fall 2:55); 
Championship Bracket - Devon 
Schultz (Wisner-Pilger) 6-1 
won by fall over Romej (Fall 
1:18); 3rd Place Match - Austin 
Hegemann (Howells-Dodge) 
3-2 won by major decision over 
Romej (MD 14-6)

138 — Austin Hegemann 
(Howells-Dodge) 3-2 won by 
fall over Dylon Parks (Elgin 
Public/Pope John ) 2-2 (Fall 
1:34); Devon Schultz (Wisner-
Pilger) 6-1 won by fall over 
Parks (Fall 0:51); Parks won 
by fall over Alex Molina 
(Madison) 1-4 (Fall 4:27); 5th 
Place Match - Parks won by fall 
over Alex Molina (Madison) 1-4 
(Fall 2:36)

145 — Lane Belina (Howells-
Dodge) 4-1 won by fall over 
Thomas Warnke (Elgin 
Public/Pope John ) 3-2 (Fall 
3:21); Warnke won by fall over 
Maynor Ortega (Wakefield) 
3-3 (Fall 0:40); Warnke won 
by fall over Nathan Bahns 
(Clarkson-Leigh) 0-4 (Fall 0:31);  
Warnke won by fall over Kevin 
Rodriguez (Madison) 2-3 (Fall 
1:04); 3rd Place Match - Jaden 
Stoklasa (Clarkson-Leigh) 3-1 
won by fall over Warnke (Fall 
2:17)

182 — Cash Meier (Guardian 
Angels Central Catholic) 
5-2 won by fall over Samuel 
Hemenway (Elgin Public/Pope 
John) 0-3 (Fall 2:46); Sutton 
Pohlman (Stanton) 3-0 won 
by fall over Hemenway (Fall 
1:01); Hunter Bennett (Ponca) 
1-2 won by fall over Hemenway 
(Fall 1:10)

125F — Corah Linnaus 
(Stanton) 1-1 won by fall 
over Kali Dworak (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 0-2 (Fall 
0:38); Kristen Schellenberg 
(Scribner-Snyder) 2-0 won by 
fall over Dworak (Fall 0:53)

158F — Isabelle Smidt (Elgin 
Public/Pope John) 2-2 won by 
injury default over Melany 
Mendoza (Summerland) 
0-3 (Inj. 3:34); Haylee Miller 
(Wisner-Pilger) 4-0 won by 
fall over Smidt (Fall 1:03); 
Championship Bracket - 
Makenna Slonecker (Wisner-
Pilger) 4-1 won by fall over 
Smidt (Fall 2:49); 3rd Place 
Match - Smidt won by medical 
forfeit over Ashley Stadt 
(Scribner-Snyder) 2-3 (M. For.)

158F — Ashley Stadt 
(Scribner-Snyder) 2-3 won by 
fall over Kadance Dworak 
(Elgin Public/Pope John) 

River
Romej

Isabelle
Smidt

Six Wolfpack wrestlers bring home medals 
Saturday from Howells-Dodge Invite

2-2 (Fall 2:58); Dworak won 
by fall over Julie Olivan 
(Summerland) 1-4 (Fall 
5:04); Makenna Slonecker 
(Wisner-Pilger) 4-1 won by 

fall over Dworak (Fall 3:05); 
5th Place Match - Dworak 
won by fall over Julie Olivan 
(Summerland) 1-4 (Fall 0:21)

Next up for the Wolfpack will 

be Summerland (Clearwater) 
on Thursday starting at 2 
p.m.; and a dual tournament 
Friday at Burwell High School.  
Wrestling begins at 3 p.m.

Father Ross Burkhalter 
claimed the top prize in the 
Elgin Review Football Contest.

Missing just two games, he 
claims the top prize of  $20 in 
Elgin Bucks. Taking second 
was Tim Rossow who missed 
just three games, winning $10 
in Elgin Bucks.

Results of  last week’s games 
were:

Iowa over Illinois
Tulsa over Navy
Texas A&M over Auburn
Utah over Oregon State
Kentucky over South 

Carolina
Indiana over Wisconsin
Tulane over Memphis
Colorado over Arizona
Alabama over LSU
Miami over Duke
TCU over Oklahoma State
UCLA over Arizona State
Texas over Kansas State
Virginia over Boston College
Penn State over Rutgers
Nebraska over Purdue
Nevada over Fresno State
Entries for the final regular 

season football contest are 
due at the newspaper office 
by 5 p.m. Friday. Out-of-town 
entries must be postmarked 
by Friday to be eligible. 

Save a stamp by taking a 
picture of  your entry on your 
camera phone and send it 
elginreview@yahoo.com before 
the deadline. Good luck!

Father Ross, Rossow go 1-2
in football contest last week
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice — Estate of 
Joann Kilpatrick

NOTICE
Estate of JOANN KILPATRICK, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that 

on December 7, 2020, in the 
County Court of Antelope 
County, Nebraska, Case No. 
PR20-41, James R. Kilpatrick, 
whose mailing address is 85822 
526th Avenue, Neligh, NE 68756, 
and Steven A. Kilpatrick, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 
583, Dubois, WY 82513, have 
been appointed as co-personal 
representatives of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before February 8, 2021 or be 
forever barred.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicants

PUBLISH: December 9, 16 & 23, 
2020
ZNEZ

Stay Informed!

By Sherry Tetschner
Each December, Wheeler Central Junior and 

Senior High School students and staff  enjoy 
a Secret Santa gift exchange.  Participation 
is optional.  Those who choose to be a part of  
this event receive a name that is to be kept 
secret for several weeks. Paper cutout sweat-
ers were decorated by students and staff  as 
“Ugly Sweaters,” and included wishes for the 
exchange.  Wishes included items that would 
cost 2 dollars or less and a few big items that 
were 10 dollars or less.  

Exchanges began December 1st and take 
place every Tuesday and Thursday up to Dec. 
15 with a small gift of  $2 or less.  On Dec. 17 a 
large gift is exchanged and each Secret Santa 
is revealed. Students and staff  look forward to 
this event each year.  It brings a smile to staff  
and students.  For some this is a long time to 
keep a secret. 

Our prayers are lifted up for the family of  
Alfreda Pelster, formerly of  the Bartlett area, 

“Ugly sweaters” were decorated by Wheeler Central Jr. and Sr. High students and staff. Each deco-
rated paper sweater listed wishes for the annual Secret Santa gift exchange. Photo submitted

Bartlett News
who died Sunday, Nov. 29, at the age of  102.  

Wheeler County Court House Holiday 
Appreciation is being held each weekday 
of  December.  Holiday snacks will be avail-
able each day for the Wheeler County com-
munity.  Snacks will be donated by Wheeler 
County Court House offices.  While enjoying 
Christmas goodies take a look at the beautiful 
Christmas decorations by the Lindsays’.  

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.”  
Decorations have been put up around town 
by Vicki Vannier and Marilyn Mignery, street 
light decorations by the Roy Plugge family, 
Court House and Cornerstone Bank decora-
tions inside and outside and several residents 
have lights decorating their homes. The 
Schmidt family has a tractor decorated with 
Christmas lights on the edge of  Bartlett near 
the highway.  Take a look!  

May you take time this week to draw closer 
to the one whose birthday we celebrate this 
season. 

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

The mobile food pantry, 
sponsored by the Neligh United 
Methodist Church as well 
as various other churches, 
individuals, and businesses 
in the area, will be dispersing 
food on Tuesday, Dec. 15, from 
3:00-5:00 pm on  the east side of  
the American Legion Club in 
Neligh.  

According to organizer 
Jeanie Juracek, cars will park 
on the west side of  the Legion 
Club in the blocked off  street.  
There will be volunteers on 
hand to direct traffic and make 
sure people get to the correct 
distribution point. 

Due to the changing regula-
tions within the pandemic, 
Food Bank for the Heartland  is 
only allowing persons  to pick 
up food for themselves and 
one other family if  they  have 
a signed note from whomever 
they are picking up for.  It 
will still be held outside us-
ing a drive-up delivery where 
recipients will remain in their 
vehicles and volunteers will 
load the food for them.  

If  you have questions, call 
Jeanie at 402 887-4735.

Food pantry coming
to Neligh Tuesday

As we head into winter, we 
once again get to deal with the 
effects of  cold temperatures 
and snow storms on our cattle 
herd. As cold stress increases, 
so to do energy requirements 
and animal body condition can 
drop. Many of  us can attest to 
the amounts of  hay used dur-
ing past sustained cold snaps.

When we talk about cold 
weather affecting animals, 
we need to understand what a 
lower critical temperature is. 
The lower critical temperature 
is the threshold at which point 
animals need to start using 
energy to maintain body heat. 
Typically, an animal in aver-
age condition with a normal 
winter coat starts to experi-

That’s why snow collects on some cattle’s backs
ence cold stress at 32 degrees 
F. That’s normal temperature 
without wind-chill. A very gen-
eral rule of  thumb is for every 
degree below 32, we can as-
sume on average a 1% increase 
in hay demand to 
meet energy require-
ments.  This thresh-
old is im-pacted by a 
variety of  different 
factors including 
animal condition, 
hair coat condition, 
whether the animal 
is wet or dry, and 
wind chill.

While we don’t 
know what is in 
store for us this 
winter, taking time 
now to evaluate the 
body condition of  
your herd can be a 
great first step to 
limiting cold stress 
impacts. Animals 
should be going into 
winter at a 5 to 5.5 
Body condition score. A lower 
body condition means a lower 
critical temperature. Animals 
will need extra energy to keep 
warm, even at higher air tem-
peratures, causing us to burn 
through hay. 

For example, a cow with a 
BCS of  5 with a dry winter 
coat will have a lower critical 
temperature of  19°F while a 
thinner cow with a BCS of  4, 
with the same dry winter coat 
raises that temperature to 27°F. 

If  you’ve ever seen snow col-
lecting on a cows back during a 
storm, you’ve seen this princi-
ple in action. 

 A cow in good condition and 
with winter coat is well enough 
insulated, that the snow is able 
to collect and doesn’t melt. A 
thinner animal will often have 
little if  any snow on their back 
in the same storm. Without 
protective fat, body heat leaves 
the cow fast and melts the 
snow before it can accumulate.  
This is a zero sum game, where 
poor condition makes energy 
requirements rise, which leads 
to more condition lost, and in-
creased energy requirements, 
and so on and so on.

So what can we do to put 

ourselves in a position to mini-
mize the impact of  cold weath-
er on our cattle herd this year? 
Again look at your current 
cattle condition. If  animals 
are on the thin side, consider 

supplementing a 
bit to bring up body 
condition scores to 5 
before we hit the real 
cold snaps later this 
winter.

We can also ad-
dress the physical 
impacts of  weather 
on lower critical 
temperatures. That 
same BCS 5 cow 
that with a dry coat 
had a lower critical 
temperature of  19°F 
will have a lower 
critical temperature 
of  53°F if  their coat 
is wet. Providing 
animals’ shelter in 
bad weather can help 
keep coats dry and 
limit wind chill ef-

fects, both of  which will work 
to minimize the impact of  the 
cold.

Finally, know what you have 
to work with from an energy 
perspective in your feed yard.  
High quality hay usually has 
a TDN of  58-60% and should 
meet requirements for dry, 
good condition animals at 
wind-chill temperatures down 
to -15°F. With variability in 
hay quality and quantity put 
up this year though, having a 
plan for what to feed and when 
is important. This is where 
having a feed analysis done 
is helpful. In some situations, 
even high quality hay doesn’t 
have the energy needed to meet 
animal requirements. In these 
cases, have a plan for another 
energy supplement ready to go.  

With a little planning now, 
we can put ourselves in a good 
position to address cold weath-
er impacts on our animals, 
before the herd takes a hit or 
we end up scrambling for solu-
tions later on.

Ben Beckman is a beef  sys-
tems Extension Educator. You 
can reach him by phone: (402) 

254-6821 or email: ben.beck-
man@unl.edu . 

IT’S ALL
ABOUT BEEF

Beef Systems 
Asst. Ext. Educator 

Ben Beckman

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
December 1st, 2020

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 
required by statute.

Approved agenda.
Approved minutes of the 11-

03-2020, 11-10-2020 and 11-17-
2020 BOC meetings.

Correspondence was re-
viewed. 

Approved thee (3) papers for 
Official Newspapers for 2021. 
Heard report from NCDHD. Dis-
cussion on Weed Superinten-
dent position.

Zoning Administrator Report. 
Approved Administrative Plat. 
Reappointed three (3) members 
to Antelope County Planning 
Commission. Appointed one to 
Board of Adjustments – looking 
for a couple of replacements. 
Approved Region 11 to request 
proposals for updating of Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.

Made an appointment to Ex-
tension Board.

Public Hearing for closing of 
841st Road was held. Approved 
motion for 841st to remain open.

Road Superintendent Report: 
Approved five (5) oversize per-
mits, two (2) access and two (2) 

underground permits. Approved 
purchase of excavator.

Approved Highway 20 Interlo-
cal Agreement. Approved Tower 
land purchase.

Report on security for Court-
house – no action.

Approved motion to continue 
with NIRMA for three (3) years.

Meeting Adjourned. 
Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: December 9, 2020
ZNEZ

guys continue to develop 
throughout the year,” Becker 
said. 

EPPJ 58, Riverside 51
Wolfpack…….12  16   9   21 — 58
Chargers…….10  14  14  13 — 51
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 1-2 0-0 2, 
Jack Wemhoff 5-7 2-2 14, Paiton 
Hoefer 5-9 4-5 14, Austin Good 
4-8 1-2 10, Camryn Pelster 0-0 
0-0 0, Nick Anderson 2-3 0-4 4, 
Colton Wright 4-6 6-8 14, Ethan 
Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0. Team totals: 21-
35 13-21 58. Three-point shots — 
Wolfpack 3-11 (Jack Wemhoff 2, 
Austin Good 1).
Team statistics: Rebounds — 
Wolfpack 23 (Nick Anderson 7, 
Colton Wright 5, Paiton Hoefer 
5). Assists — Wolfpack 1 (Austin 
Good). Steals — Wolfpack 1 (Jack 
Wemhoff). Turnovers — 14.

From Page Six
Chargers
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It is very well known that 
my favorite time of  the year is 
Christmas. I love everything 
about it from the decorations, 
the baking, the music and, of  
course, the presents. But I have 
found out that not everyone 
shares my love for Christmas.

This past Saturday, I was 
watching my favorite channel 
for this time of  year, Hallmark, 
in our living room, cozied up in 
a big blanket with my dog while 
all the lights from decorations 
lit up the room around us. 

The fireplace was burning 
and a big cup of  coffee was 
resting in between my hands. 
It was warm and peaceful and 
almost made me feel as though 
I was in a holiday movie scene. 
But my peace was interrupted 
by the one and only Ally 
Selting, who decided that 
driving around seemed like a 
better idea. She may be right, 
a teenager sitting at home on a 

Saturday 
n i g h t 
with no 
p l a n s 
d o e s 
seem a 
bit sad 
the more 
I think 
a b o u t 
it. So I 
a g r e e d 
a n d 
h o p p e d 
in her 
car and 
drove off. 
Although 
it was 
cold, Ally 
s e e m e d 
like a trip 
to Neligh 

to get a slushie was necessary. 
After she got her slushie 

and drove down the streets of  
Neligh, we noticed the many 
houses that were lit up with 
Christmas lights and decided 
that looking at Christmas 
lights would be the perfect way 
to spend our Saturday. Now she 
did share the same excitement 
with me about gazing at 
Christmas lights however, 
when it came to music, we 
were not on the same page. 
She wanted to listen to country 
music, of  course, while I 
thought Christmas music 
would be better. 

While she is one stubborn 
girl, so am I. In response to 
her unwillingness to change 
to Christmas music, I began 
to scream the lyrics to “Last 
Christmas”. It was not pretty 
nor was it appealing to listen 
to. She quickly changed to a 
Christmas playlist just to get 
me to shut up. She won’t admit 
it but she was enjoying the 
Christmas music too.

Another person who tends to 
not love my Christmas spirit 
is another classmate of  mine, 
Alyssa Burenheide. In her 
words, “All you do is talk about 
Christmas!” She may have a 
point, but she is not the biggest 
fan of  listening to Christmas 
music either, or even talking 
about Christmas in fact. But 
I do think that my constant 
blabbering about Christmas 
may have had an effect on her.

This year, she even listened 
to Christmas music BEFORE 
Thanksgiving, and she has 
even brought up her Christmas 
list with me! I like to think that 
I am spreading my Christmas 
spirit even to the people who 
have, in the past, had a Grinch 
perspective on the holiday. 

In my lifetime, I have met 
many scrooges when it comes 
to Christmas. Now I understand 
why some people aren’t great 
fans of  Christmas, especially 
when it is displayed for months 
on end. 

But as Christmas day comes 
closer and closer, my love and 
excitement for Christmas goes 
into overdrive. I can’t help 
but go all out when it comes 
to Christmas activities and 
spreading my holiday cheer. 
Cheers!

SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Grinches and
holiday cheer

PJCC, EPS
one-act teams
compete at
D2-2 District

The One Act season for 
Pope John CC and Elgin High 
ended last week following 
the D2-2 District competition 
held at Leigh. Champion was 
Chambers High School, taking 
second was Leigh.

Acting awards for Elgin 
High went to Theanna Dunn, 
Austin Good, William Heil-
hecker, Ethan Hinkle, Brenna 
Martinsen, Isabelle Smidt and 
Jack Wemhoff. Directed by 
Dorothy Heithoff  and Sonia 
Rittscher, they performed “The 
Odyssey”.

Acting awards for Pope John 
were given to Linus Borer, 
Matthew Dilly, Samuel Hemen-
way, Trista Hemenway, Cale 
Kinney, Skyler Meis, Kaylee 
Ramold, Skylar Reestman, Na-
talie Reicks and Ally Selting.  
Directed by Alan Reicks and 
Jessie Reestman, PJCC per-
formed “The Perfect Ending.”

Other schools participating 
were Lindsay Holy Family, 
Scribner-Snyder, Spalding 
Academy and Newman Grove.

Shop At Home!

(Above) PJCC’s production of 
“The Perfect Ending” finished 
fourth at the district one-act com-
petition last week. (Right) Elgin 
High School finished fifth with 
their performance of “The Odys-
sey.” The competition was held 
at Leigh on Wednesday, Dec. 2. 
File photos

Nebraska Extension will hold a series of  virtual landlord-ten-
ant cash rent workshops in lieu of  in-person meetings that were 
scheduled across the state through February. They will be geared 
toward current and future landlords and tenants and will cover 
current trends in cash rental rates and land values, lease provi-
sions, crop and grazing land considerations and current univer-
sity crop budget information.  

The workshops, titled Ag Land Leasing, Budgeting and Man-
agement for 2021, will be led by extension land specialists Allan 
Vyhnalek, Austin Duerfeldt, Glennis McClure and Jim Jansen, 
who conduct research and outreach in land management, crop 
budgets, farm and ranch succession, communication and nego-
tiations. 

They will address common agricultural landlord and tenant 
topics, including equitable rental rates, managing and adjusting 
farmland leases, landlord-tenant communication, pasture leas-
ing and other land management considerations.  

Three of  the workshops will be intended for audiences in spe-
cific regions of  the state. 

A virtual meeting that was previously slated to be held for 
landlords and tenants in Lancaster County will continue as 
scheduled.  

Following the landlord-tenant workshop on each date, an 
agricultural budgeting workshop will be held from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 

Landlord-tenant cash rent workshops 
rescheduled as virtual meetings

See WORKSHOP, Page 10

Shop At Home!
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Dr. Brandon Borer, doctor of  podiatric medicine at Columbus 
Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Clinic, has gained 
an additional certification in rearfoot and ankle 
surgery from the American Board of  Foot and 
Ankle Surgery (ABFAS). 

ABFAS board certification is the highest stand-
ard in foot and ankle surgery. It signifies that 
surgeons have demonstrated to their peers and to 
the public that they have the clinical judgment, 
surgical skills and ability to provide excellent 
patient care. 

“I am pleased to offer my added certification 
and expertise to the residents of  Antelope County 
and its surrounding communities,” Dr. Borer said. 

Dr. Borer offers an outpatient podiatry clinic at 
Antelope Memorial Hospital on the first Tuesday of  each month. 

Dr. Brandon Borer receives additional certification
He specializes in the surgical treatment of  the foot and ankle, 
including trauma, reconstructive surgery and sports medicine. 
He treats foot and ankle problems to include sprains, fractures, 
flat feet, bunions, heel pain/plantar fasciitis, bone spurs, ham-
mertoes, neuromas, ingrown and fungal toenails, infections, 
neuropathy, warts, gout, corns and calluses. He also renders care 
for diabetic and arthritic feet. 

“Dr. Borer’s new rearfoot certification demonstrates his dedi-
cation to providing the most advanced treatments for all types 
of  conditions of  the foot and ankle,” said Kristin Zegers, RN 
and AMH Surgical Director. “His efforts continue to ensure that 
patients in the AMH service area have access to high quality, 
comprehensive foot and ankle care. We are excited to expand 
upon our podiatric services here at AMH.” 

Dr. Brandon
Borer
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From Page 10
Workshop
Information will be presented on using University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln crop budgets to calculate cost of  production. The new 
online Agricultural Budget Calculator program will also be 
demonstrated. 

These workshops will be conducted on the same meeting link as 
the morning session.  

Paper copies of  the program curriculum will be mailed to par-
ticipants who provide their address during registration, which 
should be completed at least one week prior to the workshop to 
ensure receipt by the time of  the workshop.  

Workshop schedule:  
• Lancaster County (previously scheduled) — Dec. 14: landlord-

tenant cash rent workshop, 9-11:30 a.m. CST; crop budgeting 
workshop, 1:30-3 p.m. CST.  

• Panhandle Region — Jan. 7: landlord-tenant cash rent work-
shop, 9-11:30 a.m. MST; crop budgeting workshop, 1:30-3 p.m. MST.  

• Central Region — Feb. 4: landlord-tenant cash rent workshop, 
9-11:30 a.m. CST; crop budgeting workshop, 1:30-3 p.m. CST.  

• Eastern Region — Feb. 25: landlord-tenant cash rent work-
shop, 9-11:30 a.m. CST; crop budgeting workshop, 1:30-3 p.m. CST.  

The workshops are free to attend and will be held via Zoom 
(except for the Dec. 14 Lancaster County meeting, which will be 
streamed live on YouTube). Registration is required at farm.unl.
edu/manage21, and participants will receive the Zoom link upon 
registering.


