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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 69 degrees recorded 
on November 29. 

The low was 12 degrees on 
December 5. 

No precipitation was re-
corded last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
Nov 29 69 33   
Nov 30 59 37  
Dec 1 64 38  
Dec 2 66 34    
Dec 3 54 32    
Dec 4 41 32  
Dec 5 49 12    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.00
Total for December ........ .. 0.00
Total for 2021 ................. ..21.38

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices in this week’s 
newspaper are:

Proceedings — Elgin City 
Council

Notice of  Organization 
— Old Mill Sales & Repairs, 
L.L.C.

Notice of  Organization — 
HWY 70 Land & Cattle L.L.C.

Notice — Estate of  Melvern 
Heithoff  

Notice — Estate of  Sonya K. 
Wickersham

Notice — Estate of  Michael 
E. Kinney

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 
for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 
District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and School 
District #18.

Elgin Review 

The Red Cross Bloodmobile 
is coming to Elgin next week.

The KC Hall in Elgin 
will be the location for the 
bloodmobile to be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

KC Hall to host Red
Cross Bloodmobile
on December 15
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‘Lights & Libations’ set for Sunday night
By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

“It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like 
Christmas,” and members of  the Elgin 
VFW Auxiliary are willing to prove it by 
welcoming all to join them in a bus tour 
showcasing the area holiday lights this 
Sunday, December 12.  The event entitled 
“Lights and Libations” is a new one for 
the group designed to help raise funds 
for veterans.  

The local organization’s President, 
Julie Dwyer, explained, “The idea came 
from a similar event that Mary Alice 
Dwyer shared with the group that is 
held in Spalding, Nebraska.  We just 
kind of  modified it to make the event 
our own.”  

 For the cost of  a $20 ticket, beginning 
at 5:30 at Boomerang’s, attendees will 
enjoy a variety of  appetizers prepared 
by Jodine Meis and Mary Alice Dwyer, 
as well as a choice of  hot cider, wine, 
or hard cider.  A cash bar will also be 
available, but you must be 21 or older to 
attend. The first bus tour of  lights will 
leave Boomerang’s at 6 p.m.  

Tickets for the event can be found at 
Dean’s Market or The Bank of  Elgin. 

Julie added, “You can also purchase 
by contacting any VFW Auxiliary 
Member.” Other VFW Auxiliary 
board members include Deb Warren, 
Secretary;  Pam Becklun, Treasurer; 
and Korene Fehringer, Chaplain.  She 
then explained, “to be a member of  the 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars, you must 
have a Father, grandfather, …. a family 
member who was a veteran of  such. 
Also, men can now become members. 
Locally, Kyle Warren, Mike Dwyer, and 
Mark Dwyer are all members.”  

Wrapping up our discussion 
about the event and reinforcing its 
purpose, Julie concluded, “The goals 
of  our organization are to promote 
Americanism and support Veterans 
and their families. 

All of  the proceeds from this event 
will be used to do those two things; 
support our veterans and their 
families, in particular. We hope a lot 
of  people make plans to come out and 
enjoy the evening with us. We are 
looking forward to it.”  

Another local organization making 
the most of  the sights and sounds of  
Christmas is the Elgin Ko-Ed Group. 

Also known as the EKG, the small 
group has decided to spend Friday 
evening, December 17, caroling 
throughout the community for a cause.  

While hoping for the return of  mild 
temperatures, the group is prepared to 
visit the home of  your choice and belt 
out a Christmas carol upon the request 
of  five dollars or a free-will donation.  

Besides looking forward to sharing a 
little Christmas spirit throughout the 
community, they hope to raise a few 
funds to go toward the cost of  replacing 
the current ceramic flowerpots that 
adorn our main street each spring and 
summer.   

The Elgin Ko-Ed Group plans to 
purchase twelve beautiful, lightweight, 
red pots that will make the process of  
transporting to and from storage year 
to year much easier.  They also feel the 
bright red pots will compliment Elgin’s 
new light poles, adding even more curb 
appeal to our downtown area.  They 
would like to see the new flowerpots 
decorate our main street as early as 
next summer.  

Anyone interested in helping this 
cause and hiring the EKG to sing a 

Christmas Carol to their friends and or 
family can call 402-843-0170 or 402-992-
1532.  

 

See Schmitt, Page Three

ER Christmas
tree contest to
begin Saturday

The District #18 Board 
of  Education will meet in 
regular session next week.

The meeting will be held 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 15, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the 
high school distance learning 
room. The meeting is open to 
the public.

District #18
school board to
meet next week

This time of  year, Christ-
mas trees can be found in 
almost every home. 

The Elgin Review will con-
duct a contest to determine 
the most popular tree in the 
community.

“Me and My Tree!” will 
kick off  on Saturday, Dec. 11 
on Facebook Live with Jessie 
Reestman showing off  her 
Christmas tree. Viewers are 
then encouraged to show off  
their Christmas trees by post-
ing a picture on the Review’s 
Facebook page. The first five 
who leave the comment “Pick 
me and my tree!” will be 
shown off  in a Facebook Live 
presentation before Christ-
mas. The family with the 
most ‘likes’ for their tree will 
receive a $50 gift certificate 
to Dean’s Market. See Jessie’s 
column on Page 10 and the ad 
on Page 11.

Editor’s Note: This continues 
a series of  monthly articles 
celebrating pride in our town 
and its surroundings shown 
through the experience of  
residents. 
By Jane Schuchardt
Special to the Elgin Review 

“Youth-
oriented,” she 
whispered. That 
was Jan, Mike 
Schmitt’s wife of  
48 years, who sat 
next to Elgin’s 
two-term mayor 
in case he needed 
a little prompting. 

“She’s the driving force 
behind me. I rely on her for 
a lot of  things,” Schmitt said 
with conviction. “We started 
this off  together, and that’s the 
way we’ll end it.” 

The Elgin Ko-Ed Group plans to 
purchase twelve beautiful, lightweight, 
red pots to compliment Elgin’s new light 
poles, adding even more curb appeal to 
our downtown area.  Photo submitted

EKG club announces plans for caroling, downtown flower pots

Schmitt wears many hats including
a ‘red’ one come December time

He’s referencing life in 
Elgin in all but four of  his 67 
years when he lived in Iowa. 
His mom, an Iverson, wanted 
to get closer to family and 
see her children grow up in 
this small town. So did Mike, 
because “this is a very caring 

community. If  
someone needs 
help, there’s 
always a person 
or group to make 
it easier.”

Back to being 
youth oriented. 
Jan and he have 

three sons, all working in 
law enforcement and living 
in Iowa, South Dakota, and 
southeast Nebraska. And nine 
grands which they adore, of  
course. 

Fact is that the whole 

town is filled with Mike’s 
“kids.” Think baseball 
field maintenance, Elgin’s 
new swimming pool, an 
announcer’s stand on the 
football field, all of  which 
he’s lent a guiding hand in 
development. 

And then there’s that 
December assignment straight 
from the North Pole, courtesy 
of  the jolly old guy in the red 
suit and white beard.

On mission to maintain top-
level secrecy, let’s call him SC. 
He’s donned that scorching hot 
suit and fake flowing whiskers 
since age 21, taking over for his 
dad, Michael. “Sometimes it 
gets quite warm (wearing the 
get-up), and no one wants SC to 
pass out,” he exclaimed. 

Total pride kicks in when he 
talks about the rush he gets 
upon arrival in Elgin on the 
city’s fire truck or ambulance 
with all the children yelling 
and screaming. He estimates 
he’s asked that age-old 
question “What do you want 
for Christmas?” 80 to 120 times 
each December (multiplied 
by 46 years, that’s, well, 
thousands). 

Mostly he gets wide smiles 
and a few giggles from 
children. Sometimes there are 
the “crying babies that are 
like holding on to a tiger until 
we get that picture,” Schmitt 
said. Mostly he has many 
fond memories of  multiple 
generations who have crawled 
atop his sturdy lap, been 
embraced gently by his caring 
arms, and greeted with that 
low, resonate voice. 

“I try to make the children 
comfortable,” Schmitt said, 
though sometimes he is the 
uncomfortable one when a 
child asks for some high-tech 
electronic device, and he 
doesn’t have a clue what the 
little one is talking about. 

An easier toy request is a 
tractor. Since he likely knows 
what the family uses out on 
the farm, he will ask about 
a red one when green is the 
dominant color. One child 
even said, “Are you kidding 
me, there is only one color” for 
farm equipment. 

Though he doesn’t have the 
time to take SC requests for 
home visits, on occasion it just 
feels right. One example was 
a little gal sitting on his lap 

By Dennis Morgan
Co-Publisher

On the bleachers inside St. 
Boniface Gymnasium have 
set many a fan. Some young, 
some young at heart. It’s there 
that they have cheered and 
applauded the actions of  many, 
whether it be playing sports 
or performing fine arts. At 
times, the sound can be almost 
deafening.

On Monday morning there 
was nary a sound coming from 
the bleachers for close to an 
hour as junior-high thru high 
school students listened to 
“Reid’s Story,” the story of  a 
teenager who took his own life, 
after a battle with depression 
which resulted from bullying 
and social media.

The speakers on this day 
were Mark and Joni Adler. 
Mark is the superintendent 
at Ralston Public Schools. 
Together they shared the story 

Students learn the dangers
of bullying from ‘Reid’s Story’

of  their son Reid, of  a life 
being over too soon.

Adler spoke about the 
importance of  kindness, 
courage and leadership. 

“Kindness is the language 
which the deaf  can hear and 
the blind can see,” he said. 
We’re (educators) in the 
business of  hope. Young people 
come to us to learn skills, 
expertise, different things, 
knowledge, because we’re all 
looking for something better … 
I want you guys to think about 
hope. I feel like the lowest place 
we can be in the world is that 
there isn’t hope.”

Adler then shared the story 
of  his family, his children. On 
the screen behind him was 
a selfie picture taken of  the 
family on Christmas Eve 2015, 
just two weeks before Reid took 
his own life. It’s the only selfie 

See BULLYING, Page Three

Not only was Santa Claus in town last week, so too was Mrs. 
Claus (Pauline Marker) who read to children at the Elgin Public 
Library Saturday afternoon. E-R photo/LMorgan

Mrs. Claus visits library

For many years, Mike Schmitt has been synonymous with Santa 
Claus here in Elgin. On Wednesday night, Santa met with children 
as part of Kid’s Shopping Day. With him here are the three sons of 
Jordan and Cassie Schindler (left to right: Seth, Mick and Gabe). E-R 
photo/LMorgan
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Dvorak re-elected as city council president Monday night
Meeting Monday night, the Elgin City Council reorganized for 

2022.
On a 3-0-1 vote, Mike Dvorak was re-elected council president. 

Dvorak abstained from voting. Also, the council approved ap-
pointments and committees (the same as last year).

A number of  other items were addressed during the meeting 
which lasted under an hour. Among them were:

• Cameras at the park — The council tabled a final decision on 
installing security cameras at and near the Elgin Swimming Pool 
til January to allow more time for one of  two bidders to provide 
City Hall with more information. 

Installation of  security cameras is being considered as a means 
to prevent people using the pool after hours, and vandalism at the 
bath house. The security cameras, if  approved, will be installed 
prior to the opening of  the pool in 2022.

Cleanup — The council was updated on the cleanup of  property 
at 306 Elm Street. Mayor Mike Schmitt said some progress has 
been made.

Resolution — Continued participation with the Northeast 
Nebraska Economic Development District was approved with a 
resolution.

Other resolutions passed included certification of  the street 
superintendent.

Building permits — The council approved permits sought by 
Dan Zwingman and Korbin Palmer.
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It Pays To
Advertise!

Sixty Years Ago
November 30, 1961

Elgin’s main street is decked out 
in all its Christmas finery, thanks to 
eight representatives of  the Chamber 
of  Commerce who worked on a 30 
degree temperature Sunday to string 
lights and attach neon signs to poles. 
Assisting with the Sunday work were 
Bill Hopkins,  “Rick” Huffman, “Dick” 
Draper, Jerry Sheets, Jim Armstrong, 
John Buffington, Tom Reilly and Jay 
Issac. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Dinslage are 
building a new brick veneer home in 
Elgin on the lot located between the 
late Art Schwab and Mrs. Dorothy 
Coulthard properties in the north part 
of  part. This will be a 34x36 -foot two 
residence with an 18x22 foot attached 
garage. 

St. Boniface Knights were defeated 
at Page, by the one-sided score of  
72-54. St. Boniface reserves in the 
opening game, despite a slow start.  

Looking Back
Elgin was unable to make a field goal 
in the first period of  the second team 
game, trailing  10-2. The determined 
squad gradually narrowed this 
advantage to gain the lead in the third 
period and win in the final round. 
Elgin counted 10 out of  19 gift shots, to 
1 in 7 for Page. Jim Schmitt was high 
point man to St. Boniface.    

Fifty Years Ago
December 9, 1971 

The Pope John wrestlers lost their 
first match of  the season against 
Plainview on December 6. In the 
three reserve matches Bob Moser 
scored the Crusaders only six points 
when he pinned his opponent in 
the second period, leaving the final 
score 12-6. Other reserve wrestlers 
are Wilfred Greitens and Mark 
Schrage. On varsity Mike Peetz, 
105 pounder, pinned his Plainview 
opponent in the third period. Six 
matches later 145 pound Tom Peetz 

won his match by a decision.  Due to 
155 pound Bill Podany’s leg injury 
he was not able to finish his match. 
Other varsity wrestlers: Bob Koeing, 
Mike Minerich. Tim Sullivan, Doug 
Schueths, Jim Henkenius, Lavern 
Werner, Dennis Reicks, and George 
Lordemann.

Because Nebraska’s Cornhusker 
football team is No. 1 in the nation, 
the state should have a “first class” 
float in the Orange Bowl parade 
in Miami this year. That was the 
conclusion reached by a special float 
committee consisting of   students 
at the University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln, UNL officials and Nebraska 
businessmen. The float committee set 
$15,000 as its goal and hopes to have 
the funds through contributions in 
hand no later than Dec. 10.    

Thirty Years Ago
December 4, 1991

A 50-foot evergreen tree at the 

Leonard Schmitz home on second 
street will be used as Elgin’s 
Community Christmas tree this year. 
Bill Alderson, NPPD local manager, 
used his lift truck to string about 700 
lights on the tree. Other volunteers 
placed decorations on the lower 
branches.

Recently announced federal 
regulations will likely result in 
closure of  Elgin’s city landfill, 
according to information presented 
by City Attorney Donna Taylor at the 
recent city council meeting. 

As the third year of  a cooperative 
wrestling program begins for Elgin-
Petersburg, there are nine wrestlers 
out for the team and six returning 
lettermen. 

First year head coach Doug Jones 
said he is encouraged by the number 
of  wrestlers out for the team.  

Twenty Years Ago
December 5, 2001

On behalf  of  American Legion Post 
229 and VFW Post 5816 of  of  Elign, 
Legion Commander Gary Hoefer 
presented a check recently to the 
“Dollars for Scholars fund” of  the 
Elgin Area Community Foundation. 
The money represents proceeds 
from the lease of  the Elgin Veterans 
Medical Clinic. Gene Boes, treasurer 
of  the foundation, accepted the check. 

Two players from Pope John and 
one from Elgin Public were named 
to the Omaha World Herald D2 
Eight-Man All-State team. Pope John 
quarterback and defensive back 
Brian Selting was named to the first 
team’s a defensive back. PJ middle 
linebacker and lineman John Pelster 
was name to the first team defense as 
a line backer.

Elgin high lineman Luke Siems was 
named to the first team offense as a 
lineman.

By Jessie Reestman

Community News

Community center meals 
next week are: 

Monday, December 13: 
Meatloaf, mashed potato, 
corn, fruit cocktail, dinner 
roll, milk.

Tuesday, December 14: 
Chicken & noodle soup, 
celery/carrots, cheese & 
crackers, grilled cheese, 
plums, oatmeal cookie, 
milk.

Wednesday, December 
15: (Evening Meal) Ham, 
scalloped potatoes, 
carrots, angel food cake w/
strawberries, dinner roll, 
milk.

Thursday, December 
16: Tator tot casserole, 
apricots, bread, milk.

Friday, December 17: 
Liver & onions or ham, 
baked potato, mixed 
veggies, pears, bread, milk.

(Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 

subject to change)
Suggested price is $5 per 

meal for persons 60 years 
of  age and older. Serving 
starts at 11:45 a.m. and 
ends around 12:15. p.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. for a reservation. 
For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center Menus

who said her sister was sick at 
home and so sad. Schmitt lost 
little time after the town event 
to make a stop at the family’s 
home. 

That same caring and 
compassion frames Schmitt’s 
days in city government. 
He’s served on the Elgin City 
Council for 26 years, seven of  
them as mayor. Most every day 
he takes a cruise around town 
checking for holes in the street, 
plugged gutters, and trees that 
need a trim, for example. He 
estimates the whole job, a paid, 
elected position, takes him 60-
70 hours a month. 

He’s up for re-election in 2022 
and is quite clear he will run 
for a third term “unless we find 
someone else or I get kicked 
out,” he shared with a wide 
grin. 

“I can honestly say (except 
for maybe the dog ordinance) 

From Page One
Schmitt

that nothing makes me want to 
give it up.” 

Such is not the case with 
Schmitt Construction, a 
staple business on Elgin’s 
Main Street his dad started 
in 1960. Using the building 
construction training he 
picked up at Milford Tech after 
transferring from Northeast 
Community College, he took 
over the business in 1974. 

He’s spent almost 50 years 
designing and building new 
homes, additions, and small 
commercial sites. In the Elgin 
area, he estimated he’s done 
some 25 buildings, plus a lot 
of  work in Norfolk. At year-
end, he hopes to ease into 
retirement by turning in the 
hammer and focusing on 
building design. 

Custom construction is his 
passion. “People come to me 
with a vague idea, and I draft 
up a plan to fit their needs,” 

Schmitt said. He gets lots of  
referrals. “That’s the best part 
– getting that seal of  approval 
from past clients,” he said. 

Schmitt is a member of  the 
St. Boniface Catholic Church 
and past president of  the Elgin 
Community Club. In his spare 
time, he enjoys attending his 
grandchildren’s activities. 

There is passion in his voice 
when Schmitt is asked about 
the future of  Elgin. 

“It used to be an older 
community; now more young 
people are coming back,” he 
said. “They all need to try the 
big city life first, and then 
realize there is no better place 
to raise children.”

“Keep Main Street full,” 
Schmitt pleaded, “and do as 
much shopping at home as 
you can.” Ho, ho, ho, Merry 
Christmas, Mike Schmitt. 
Keep that SC twinkle in your 
eye. Elgin appreciates you.

they have.
Describing their son as 

easy-going, a good student, an 
athlete, but he was not perfect.

“I want you to hear this loud 
and clear. You don’t have to 
be perfect. You don’t have to 
make every correct decision. 
It’s okay if  something doesn’t 
go just right,” he said. “Here’s 
what we didn’t know. We think 
around halfway through his 
eighth grade year he took a 
picture of  his midsection with 
no clothes on.”

That was mistake #1. The 
second mistake was he sent 
it out to a girl. The girl, from 
that time on, blackmailed and 
manipulated him.

“He knew what he did 
was wrong. He knew he had 
sent a picture and he knew 
he couldn’t get it back … He 
didn’t know what to do.”

From Page One
Bullying

Adler said if  he had known 
what was going on, he would 
have taken over. “I want you to 
know no matter what happens, 
somebody will help you no 
matter what.”

Weeks before he took his own 
life, Reid had written a note 
about no longer wanting to 
live. The Adlers, upon learning 
this, sought counseling for 
their son.

“We did everything we were 
supposed to do and felt like 
we were making progress, but 
apparently not enough.”

The girl harassing their 
son finally carried through 
on her threat, posting the 
picture their son had taken 
on social media. Unable to tell 
his parents and afraid of  the 
fallout, sometime after 10:30 
p.m. on that fateful night in 
early January, he took his own 
life.

The next morning, around 
7:20 a.m., Mrs. Adler went to 
wake her son and found him.

As part of  the presentation, 
Mrs. Adler took the 
microphone moments later to 
share her thoughts.

She said they have been 
sentenced to a lifetime of  
wonder. Today, Reid would have 
been 21. They wonder about all 
kinds of  things of  how Reid’s 
life would have been. Where 
would his education have taken 
him to simple things like would 
Reid be wearing a beard.

“Mark and I have been 
together for a great number of  
years and we’ve made a lot of  
mistakes together. And some 
of  our biggest mistakes have 
given us the biggest lessons. 
And the good news is you don’t 
have to make all the mistakes 
yourself. So by us sharing the 
story with you today, this is 
a mistake you don’t have to 
make.”

She told the students its 
important to let your parents 
or other trusted adults into 
your world. We cannot cope 
if  we don’t know. This is 
a situation that Reid was 
going through that we had 
no idea what it was. When he 
felt the heavy weight of  his 
mistake coming down … He 
was embarrassed to share the 
mistake that he had made.”

She then talked about 
forgiveness. “First, it’s 
important that we forgive 
ourselves. Sometimes forgiving 
ourselves is the hardest thing 
to do. The self  talk that goes 

on in our own minds is as 
damaging or more damaging 
that what anyone else could 
ever say to us. So first, stop 
the negative self  talk, forgive 
yourself  and be kind to 
yourself.

“Secondly, we have to forgive 
those who have done things 
that have hurt us … I know 
that we often don’t forgive 
or it’s hard for us to forgive, 
because we feel like if  we do, 
it is condoning the behavior 
that they did to us when the 
exact opposite is true. When 
you forgive someone you’re 
saying what you did to me 
was so wrong. I’m not going 
to let it hurt me any longer. 
Forgiveness is not for the 
person that offended you. It is 
for you.” She said she doesn’t 
have an ounce of  hate for the 
young girl who blackmailed 
her son. Instead, she says she 
has pity for the person.

“Do you think that when 
she posted the picture of  Reid 
that she wanted him to die? 
No. In fact, she wanted the 
exact opposite. She wanted 
him to stay in her life. She 
didn’t think through all the 
consequences to her actions. 

“Forgiveness is for the 
health of  your soul, and for 
your well being, not for the 
person that hurt you.

She then closed her remarks 
by pointing out how suicide is 
the number two cause of  death 
for persons age 15 to 25, and 
number one for persons age 10 
to 14. 

For Reid, she believes the 
decision to take his own life 
was a “snap” decision. She 
noted that he had done his 
homework for school that day. 
“If  he were planning not to 
go (to school) he never would 
have done his homework.” 
Still, she added, it was a 
decision.

“I believe that if  you decide 
today to NOT attempt suiide, 
that when times get hard 
and you feel overwhelmed 
with whatever situation that 
you’re in, you will remember 
that you’ve decided not to 
attempt suicide and it will not 
be something that you will 
ever consider. I encourage 
you to reach out and reach 

up. Seek help and press on for 
another day and another day. 
I promise you that whatever 
situation that you’re in right 
now it seems so overwhelming. 
However, 10 years from now 
you will look back and think 
what was that all about.”

She gave the microphone 
back to her husband who 
then closed the program by 
challenging students to think 
and care about each other. 
Look out for your friends and 
be kind to one another, be 
leaders in your school and if  
there is any bullying going on, 
say we’re not going have this at 
our school. 

Then he alluded to grit and 
determination, to not give up.

The Adlers have told Reid’s 
story to an estimated 50,000 
persons. 

Monday marked just the 
fourth presentation since the 
COVID pandemic changed 
everything.

Students looked on intently as Mark Adler spoke about how bullying and social media led his son Reid 
to take his own life. E-R photo/DMorgan

Joni Adler shared about the importance of forgiveness. E-R photo/
DMorgan
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

ONE 
NEBRASKA

Governor 
Pete Ricketts

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

WASHINGTON 
REPORT

U.S. Senator 
Deb Fischer

It was 44 years ago that the Nebraska Supreme 
Court ruled the University of  Nebraska Board 
of  Regents — and not the Legislature — was the 
university’s governing authority.

The decision in Board of  Regents v. Exon comes 
up every so often, usually when the Executive 

or Legislative branches 
of  government are huff-
ing and puffing like they 
are in control. It’s usually 
a matter of  politics and 
personalities that run afoul 
of  that landmark court 
decision which granted the 
eight-member board “the 
power and responsibility 
to manage and operate the 
University as free from po-
litical influence and control 
as possible.”

Nebraska Governor Pete 
Ricketts has thrown some 
shade on UNL Chancellor 
Ronnie Green and Univer-
sity system President Ted 
Carter. First it was Rick-
etts’ assertion that he was 
sure the University was 
going to teach critical race 

theory and then he took issue with plans for an 
examination of  racial disparities and discrimina-
tion at the schools Lincoln campus.

The Governor isn’t alone in his verbal attacks – 
he said he doesn’t trust a word that Green says. He 
has been joined by the ultra-conservative jugger-
naut of  Sens. Steve Halloran of  Hastings and Steve 
Erdman of  Bayard. They are calling for Green to 
resign. Oh, come on, really? 

Interesting to note that Regents v. Exon came 
up a few years ago when Halloran offered a bill 
requiring colleges and universities to draft free-
speech policies and report disruptions to free 
speech to the Legislature. At the time, Nebraska 
College of  Law associate professor Anthony 
Schutz told the Education Committee the high 
court decision “relieves you of  having to deal with 
these problems.”

He further noted Nebraska has relied on an 
elected Board of  Regents vested with the “general 
government” of  the university for more than 140 
years.

Regents can’t curry political favor by taking 
favorable stances on non-university issues, Schutz 
said. Likewise, the court severely limited the Leg-
islature’s interference with University preroga-
tives.

That’s good enough for me. Leave it alone Gover-
nor. Let the University conduct its study and feel 
free to complain about the results if  you like. We 
wouldn’t expect anything less.

Carter said he supports the Journey for Anti-
Racism and Equity’s examination and Chancellor 
Green. The “Commitment to Action,” emerged 
from nearly 18 months of  conversations at the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska-Lincoln following the killing 
of  George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer in 
2020. Green said the plan outlines concrete steps to 

Carter said he sees a similar opportunity at Ne-
braska. In an open letter to the state, Carter wrote 
“these are uncomfortable conversations, with pas-
sionate opinions on many sides. 

Not every Nebraskan, nor every member of  the 
university community, will agree with every ele-
ment of  the plan.”

Ricketts called the plan “ideological indoctrina-
tion” and said it would “pit people against each 
other by conditioning everyone to see others 
through the lens of  race rather than as individuals 
with unique strengths.”

Excuse me Governor. Let me suggest that the 
rhetoric from your office and the mouths of  a 
handful of  state Senators has already had much 
the same divisive effect. Stop the personal attacks. 
Stop trying to assert your power where it is prohib-
ited – we’ll talk about the takeover attempt of  the 
state Board of  Education later. 

Let the University do its job as it sees fit. I know 
a few University students and I promise I’ll check 
in with them occasionally to make sure they’re not 
being indoctrinated. I’m sure they’re more inter-
ested in pursuing their degrees.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-
ment and politics since 1979. He has been a regis-

tered Independent for more than 20 years. 

make UNL “a more diverse, inclusive and equi-
table university.”

Ricketts said he supports a program to get more 
involvement from minorities in higher education 
but reiterated his opposition to UNL’s stated plan. 
He also said Green didn’t give him the full picture 
of  what was involved. OK, maybe it was a commu-
nication breakdown on the University’s part. But 
it would simply be a matter of  courtesy and not a 
request for the Governor’s blessing. Remember the 
court ruling?

The governor also said he did not agree with 
Carter applauding Green for leading the conversa-
tion about addressing racial inequities on campus. 
Why not? Presumably because, in the Governor’s 
words, “I was misled by Ronnie Green. I don’t 
believe anything he says anymore, and I don’t 
know how you get that back. I could not be more 
disgusted with what just happened.”

To his credit, Green has not responded. Carter 
has pointed out that he (Carter) oversaw a similar 
initiative to improve diversity at the U.S. Naval 
Academy after he was named superintendent in 
2014, because the service academy’s demographics 
did not reflect the country. He said that was done 
by engaging with young people “who felt called to 
serve, but who may have looked at us and won-
dered whether they belonged.”

How about a quick refresher of Regents v. Exon 44 years later?

It’s no secret that I am a strong 
advocate for pro-life, pro-woman 
policies. As a member of  the Ne-
braska Legislature, I supported a 
bill that banned most abortions 
in Nebraska after 20 weeks of  
pregnancy, the point at which 
unborn babies begin to be able 
to feel pain. Nebraska was the 
first state in the nation to pass a 
bill of  this kind. And we passed 
it 44 votes to 5, with senators 
from all over the political spec-
trum – Democrat, Republican, 
pro-choice, and pro-life – coming 
together to protect our unborn 
children.

Nebraska’s law passed in 2010. 
Eight years later, the state of  
Mississippi passed a similar law, 
also on a bipartisan basis. The 
law was immediately challenged 
in the courts, with a federal 
judge blocking it from going 

into effect. 
Mississippi 
appealed 
to the 
Supreme 
Court, 
and the 
Justices 
agreed to 
hear the 
case, Dobbs 
v. Jackson 
Women’s 
Health Or-
ganization, 
starting on 
December 
1.

The ques-
tion at the 
heart of  
this case, 
which will 

be argued by Mississippi’s first-
ever woman attorney general, is 
clear: Should the Court uphold 
Mississippi’s 15-week abortion 
limit and leave room for states 
to make their own abortion 
policy? In July, I joined over 200 
members of  Congress in sending 
an amicus brief  to the Supreme 
Court, in which we argue that 
the Court’s answer to this ques-
tion should be a resounding 
“yes.”

Our brief  points out that by 
upholding Mississippi’s law, the 
Supreme Court will allow each 
state to pass laws that reflect 
their residents’ values for the 
first time in nearly 50 years. A 
lot has changed over that time: 
50 years ago, ultrasounds and 
sonograms weren’t widely avail-
able. 

Today, these technologies are 
an indispensable part of  prena-
tal care, and the images families 
see of  their unborn children are 
often nearly identical to the new-
borns they will soon become.

Fifty years ago, babies born 
before around 28 weeks were 
not expected to survive. Today, 
scientific advancements have 
allowed babies born much ear-
lier to not only survive, but go 
on to live full and happy lives. 
These advancements have left 
no doubt about the humanity of  
the unborn. And the miracles of  
modern medicine are only going 
to continue to allow babies born 
earlier and earlier to survive and 
thrive.

Our laws should keep pace 
with this incredible progress, 
just as the laws of  other coun-
tries have. 

Instead, we have one of  the 
most permissive abortion re-
gimes in the world. 90 percent of  
countries worldwide limit abor-
tion at 15 weeks or earlier – but 
not the United States. We are one 
of  only four countries, including 
China and North Korea, where 
certain states allow abortions up 
to the day of  birth.

Our laws are outdated, and 
America’s unborn children are 
paying the price. In theDobbs 
case, the Supreme Court has an 
opportunity to bring the United 
States into the 21st century.

A culture
of life

Agriculture is the heart and soul 
of  Nebraska.  Through the years, our 
farmers and ranchers have built a 
reputation for producing crops and 
livestock that are second to none.  
Among U.S. states, Nebraska ranks:

• #1 in agricultural cash receipts 
per capita

• #2 in etha-
nol production, 
cattle on feed, 
all cattle and 
calves, beef  
exports, and 
commercial red 
meat production

• #3 in corn 
for grain pro-
duction, corn 
exports, and 
total ag cash 
receipts

• #4 for land 
in farms and 
ranches

• #5 for soy-
bean exports, 
soybean produc-
tion, and sugar 

beet production
• #6 for commercial hog slaughter
• #7 in hogs and pigs on farms and 

pork exports
That’s an impressive resume!
My vision is to grow Nebraska.  To 

grow Nebraska, we must grow agri-
culture.  Agriculture is our state’s 
largest industry.  It supports about 1 
in 4 jobs in Nebraska. 

During my time as Governor, we’ve 
focused on three strategies to grow 
Nebraska agriculture: 1) adding value 
to the crops and livestock we raise, 2) 
delivering property tax relief, and 3) 

Nebraska’s growth rooted in agriculture
growing international trade.
Value-Added Agriculture

Value-added agriculture means tak-
ing the traditional crops we grow and 
transforming them into products with 
greater economic value.  We’ve suc-
cessfully grown value-added agricul-
ture by making it attractive for food 
processors to invest here.  Last week, 
Scoular announced a $75 million 
expansion of  the Petsource plant in 
Seward—just over a year after open-
ing.  The increase in capacity will 
create opportunities for Nebraska 
farmers and ranchers to supply chick-
en and beef  to source the facility.  
Sustainable Beef  recently received 
unanimous approvals from North 
Platte’s Planning Commission and 
Community Redevelopment Author-
ity to move forward on its proposed 
beef  packing plant.  It plans to employ 
875 Nebraskans and have capacity to 
process 1,500 head of  cattle per day.  In 
August, Danish firm Novozymes an-
nounced a $300 million investment in 
increase protein production in Blair.

We’re also promoting biofuels to 
grow Nebraska through value-added 
agriculture.  Ethanol saves drivers 
money at the pump and keeps the 
air clean by cutting toxic emissions.  
Ethanol also creates opportunities for 
Nebraska’s farm families by growing 
demand for the crops they cultivate.  
Over 30% of  the corn grown in our 
state goes to our ethanol industry.

The State has given strong support 
to Nebraska’s biofuels industry in 
recent years.  We launched an inno-
vative pilot program to demonstrate 
that E30 fuel is safe and reliable to 
use in regular vehicles.  We used the 
Coronavirus Relief  Fund to support 

ethanol producers when demand for 
fuel plummeted in the early stage 
of  the coronavirus pandemic.  We 
signed legislation earlier this year 
to allow for the geologic storage of  
carbon dioxide.  Carbon sequestra-
tion has potential to help the ethanol 
industry achieve wheel to well emis-
sions in regular vehicles that are just 
as clean—if  not cleaner—than those 
involved in making and charging 
electric vehicles.
Property Tax Relief

To grow agriculture, we need 
to drive down property taxes and 
keep them low.  High property taxes 
threaten the financial health of  our 
family farms and ranches.  When 
ag producers have difficulty mak-
ing ends meet, it not only affects our 
rural communities but also impacts 
our entire economy.  What happens in 
agriculture affects all of  Nebraska.

We’ve controlled spending at the 
State to about 2.5% per year.  At the 
same time, we’ve successfully grown 
Nebraska.  This growth has resulted 
in State revenues far exceeding ex-
pectations.  In October, the Nebraska 
Economic Forecasting Advisory 
Board raised revenue projections by 
a combined $903 million for fiscal 
years 2022 and 2023.  This is great 
news because the Refundable Income 
Tax Credit created in 2020 (LB1107) 
is set to grow as tax revenues exceed 
projections.  Last year, the credit off-
set 6% of  local school property taxes.  
This year, the credit will increase to 
offset more than 25% of  your local 
school property taxes.  Taxpayers will 
receive this credit when they file their 
state income taxes in 2022. 

We’ve also more than doubled the 

Property Tax Credit Relief  Fund since 
2015, increasing it from $140 million 
to $300 million this year.  It will rise 
again next year to $313 million.  In 
total, the State is delivering over $1.9 
billion of  direct property tax relief  
over the next two years.
International Trade

Another way we’re growing agricul-
ture is by increasing access to inter-
national markets.  Ninety-five percent 
of  the world’s population lives beyond 
America’s borders.  We need to reach 
these customers to keep our ag indus-
try strong for the next generation. 

Nebraska exports about $10 billion 
of  products annually, and well over 
half  of  these are ag products.  Grow-
ing trade by promoting Nebraska’s 
premium ag products has been a 
priority for me as Governor.  I have 
led numerous trade missions while in 
office, most recently to Germany last 
month.  Travel restrictions have limit-
ed our ability to go on trade missions 
since the pandemic began.  Even so, 
our economic development team has 
continued to build relationships with 
international partners. 

In 2021, we’ve held virtual briefings 
with the U.S. embassies of  Israel, Ma-
laysia, Mexico, and South Korea to ex-
plore opportunities in those markets.  
For example, in Mexico we’re looking 
to make the most of  the advantageous 
trade terms of  the USMCA.  This is 
the first full year under USMCA, and 
U.S. ag exports to Mexico are up over 
40% year-to-date compared to 2020.  
As travel opens up, we’ll take more 
trade missions to promote Nebraska’s 
world-class ag products.

Nebraska’s growth as a state is 
rooted in agriculture.
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Melvern L. Heithoff, 88
A veteran of the U.S. Army, he spent many years farming and raising livestock.

Obituary

Melvern L. Heithoff, 88, 
of  Elgin, Nebraska passed 
away on November 27, 2021 in 
Parkville, MO. 

A visitation will be held from 
6 to 7 PM with 
the rosary to 
follow at 7 PM 
on December 
10, 2021 at Saint 
Boniface Catho-
lic Church in 
Elgin, Nebras-
ka. 

The Funeral 
Mass will be 
held at 12 PM 

on December 11, 2021 at Saint 
Boniface Catholic Church. 
Burial to follow at Saint Boni-
face Cemetery. 

*****
Mel was born June 30, 1933 to 

Ben and Margaret (Beckman) 
Heithoff  at home in Elgin. 

He grew up on a farm near 
Elgin, was baptized and con-
firmed at St Boniface Church, 
attended and graduated from 
Elgin Public High School in 
1952 where he excelled in bas-
ketball. 

He attended Milford Trade 
School until he enlisted in the 
Army and served from March 
3, 1953 - January 12, 1955. 

Mel purchased his Uncle 

Henry Beckman’s farm and 
began his life career of  farm-
ing and raising livestock. 

Mel met the love of  his life 
at King’s Ballroom in Norfolk, 
NE. 

He married Dorothy Mae 
Vahle on November 11, 1961 at 
St Joseph’s Church in Wisner, 
NE. 

Together, they raised five 
children. Mel was a member of  
the American Legion, Farm-
er’s Union and St Boniface 
Church. 

He enjoyed traveling, golfing 
and fishing. Mel and Dorothy 
were married for 49 years 
before Dorothy passed away 
unexpectedly on 11/27/2010. 

Mel traveled to his 88th 
birthday party in Kansas City 
and stayed with his daugh-
ter, Amy as his health issues 
worsened. 

Mel was in hospice care for 
a few weeks before he passed 
away at his daughter’s home 
on November 27, 2021, exactly 
11 years after his wife died.

Mel is survived by his 
children: Amy (Andres Domin-
guez) of  Parkville, MO, Keith 
(Lynne) of  Elgin, Mark (Leigh) 
of  Lincoln, Beth (Albert 
Schulte) of  Manassas, VA and 
JoAnn of  Excelsior Springs, 

MO; 10 grandchildren: Sophia 
Dominguez-Heithoff  of  Los 
Angeles, CA, Cayo Dominguez-
Heithoff  of  Parkville, MO. 
Samantha Heithoff  of  Omaha, 
NE, Beau Heithoff  who is 
deployed to Djibouti, Africa, 
Lexie Heithoff  of  Omaha, 
Shelby (Wes Coomes) of  Bald-
win, KS, Sydney (Alex Lesar) 
of  Derby, KS, Riley Heithoff  of  
Crete, NE, Lauren Schulte of  
Blacksburg, VA, Ryan Schulte 
of  Manassas, VA and his Sister 
in Law, Jenelda Dittrick. Mel 
has 14 nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his 
wife Dorothy, his parents, two 
brothers, LeRoy and Raymond, 
his sister Darlene, her husband 
Max and their son, Steven. 

One of  Mel’s favorite sayings 
was “quit your belly aching” 
Mel was a hard worker and 
known for gathering us kids 
for a “short 30 minute job” 
which turned into 3 hours. 
Mel loved to cook, especially 
breakfast, loved watching 
sports, especially the Nebraska 
Cornhuskers and attending as 
many events of  his grandchil-
dren as possible. Mel enjoyed 
visiting his friends especially 
those in nursing homes and 
assisted living. 

The Family would like to 
thank Crossroads Hospice, St 
Luke’s Cardiovascular Consul-
tants & the Veteran’s Adminis-
tration for their excellent care.
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Blame it on the new
Wolfpack uniforms ...

ELGIN — One week into the winter sports season and Wolfpack 
fans have learned a few things.

Being your hometown publisher/writer/
photographer/printer I’ve already been 
to six varsity basketball games and one 
wrestling tournament, seen plenty of  
Wolfpack team colors on the courts and 
mats as well as in the stands.

Both basketball teams are donning new 
uniforms this year. While both teams wear 
white at home, they are wearing black 
jerseys on the road. The ladies also are 
wearing black and so far they’re off  to a 
quick start. 

I think I’m going to start calling Coach 
Randy Eisenhauer’s offensive scheme the 
“Fun, Run & Gun” offense because the girls’ 
faces have these fun expressions while 
running and gunning their way up and 
down the court.

The name is a spinoff  of  the name of  
the offense the Houston Gamblers of  the 
USFL used to run when Jim Kelly and later 
Warren Moon used to operate with the 
Houston Oilers.

So many options and so fast the opposing defenses didn’t know 

NIOBRARA —Down by five 
points three times during the 
fourth quarter, Elgin Public-
Pope John fought back to defeat 
Niobrara-Verdigre 66 to 60 
Friday night.

The Cougars led for most 
of  the game and in the fourth 
quarter were up 59 to 54 with 
under three minutes to play.

That’s when the Wolfpack 
girls staged a big comeback to 
go ahead 61 to 59 on a trey by 
sophomore Keyera Eisenhauer.

“I just had the opportunity,” 
Eisenhauer said about the big 
basket. “I took the shot and 
right away I kind of  knew it 
was going in.”

From that point on the 
Wolfpack never trailed as 
Ashlynne Charf  had a field 
goal and then combined with 
Taylynne Charf  to make three 
of  four free throws to ice the 
game.

Earlier in the game, Wolfpack 
junior Skyler Meis provided 
much of  the offense. She 
connected on eight of  13 field 
goal attempts and eight of  
nine free throws to lead the 
Wolfpack with 25 points in the 
game. Taylynne Charf  had 15 
points and Eisenhauer added 
13. Throughout the game, EPPJ 
struggled to contain Cougar 
sophomore Josilyn Miller who 
finished as the game’s leading 
scorer with 33 points.

Wolfpack Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer said he knew 
coming into the game that 
the Cougars would test the 
Wolfpack.

“We knew tonight we were 
going to have to battle,” Coach 
Eisenhauer said. “These girls 
just know that we get on the 
floor. We get all the loose balls 
just like this and it pays off.”

They did that for much of  the 
game, surging ahead only to 
see EPPJ fight back to make it 
a game again.

EPPJ outrebounded the 
Cougars 35 to 30, led by Tay-
lynne Charf  with 13. The Cou-
gars had an edge in steals with 
18 compared to 13 for EPPJ.

EPPJ 66, N-V 60
Wolfpack…..10  17  17  22 — 66
Cougars……14  13  18  15 — 60
Wolfpack — Taylynne Charf 
4-5 6-7 15, Ashlynne Charf 3-3 
1-2 7, Skyler Meis 8-13 8-9 25, 
Brenna Martinsen 0-2 0-0 0, 
Kaylee Ramold 2-4 0-0 6, Keyera 
Eisenhauer 4-11 3-3 13, Maddie 
Kolm 0-0 0-2 0. Team totals: 
21-38 18-23 66. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 6-15 (Kaylee 
Ramold 2, Keyera Eisenhauer 
2, Taylynne Charf, Skyler Meis). 
Cougars team totals: 23-62 8-16 
60. Three-point shots — 6-24.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 35 
(Taylynne Charf 13), Cougars 30. 
Assists — Wolfpack 12 (Skyler 
Meis 4), Cougars 8. Steals 
— Wolfpack 13 (Skyler Meis 
4), Cougars 18. Turnovers — 
Wolfpack 34, Cougars 22.

HOWELLS — The Wolfpack wrestling team 
earned three medals Saturday, competing at the 
Howells-Dodge Invite.

In their first competition of  the season, Elgin 
Public-Pope John stood tall against some of  the 
toughest teams in the area.

Leading the Wolfpack was junior Carter 
Beckman. 

Wrestling at 126 pounds he won all four of  his 
matches, two by pin, to place first.

Kaeden Schwarting placed second at 113 
pounds, splitting two matches.

Sophomore Samuel Hemenway came back 
from a loss in his first match to win three 
matches and placed third at 195 pounds.

In the team competition, Guardian Angels 
Central Catholic won with a score of  158 
followed by Howells-Dodge 146, Summerland 
146, Clarkson-Leigh 126, Archbishop Bergan 
117, Tekamah-Herman 91, Wisner-Pilger 90, 
Ponca 83.5, Cross County 74.5, Hartington CC 
70, Oakland-Craig 66, EPPJ 60, Wakefield 55, 
Millard South JV 45, Stanton 44 and St. Mary’s 
29. 

Next up for the Wolfpack will be a tournament 
Friday at Sargent.

Wolfpack individual results from Saturday 
were:

113 pounds — Samuel Chase (Wakefield) won 
by fall over Kayden Schwarting (EPPJ) (Fall 
1:48); 

Schwarting won by major decision over Tyler 
Mundt (Guardian Angles Central Catholic) (MD 
16-3)

126 — Carter Beckman (EPPJ) won by fall 
over Liam White (Cross County Osceola) (Fall 
1:40); Beckman won by fall over Julian Humm 
(Millard South JV) (Fall 1:49); Beckman won by 
major decision over Gage Stutzman (Howells-
Dodge) (MD 16-2); Beckman won by decision 
over Alex Thiele (Summerland) (Dec 4-3)

138 — Jesse Thiele (Summerland) won by fall 
over Jack Barlow (EPPJ) (Fall 1:50); Barlow 
received a bye; Jayden Reed (Stanton) won by 
fall over Barlow (Fall 0:53)

145 — Mauricio Hernandez (Madison) won by 
fall over Dylon Parks (EPPJ) (Fall 2:57); Parks 
received a bye; Ty Racek (Cross County Osceola) 

EPPJ comeback
nets win over
N-V Cougars

won by decision over Parks (Dec 7-0)
195 — Samuel Hemenway (EPPJ ) received a 

bye; Tristen Williams (Millard South JV) won 
by fall over Hemenway (Fall 3:30); Hemenway 
won by fall over Juan Martin (Wakefield) (Fall 
0:57); Hemenway won by fall over Bradley 
Haglund (Wakefield) (Fall 0:40); Hemenway won 
by fall over Garrett Hansen (Stanton) (Fall 2:02); 
Hemenway won by fall over Tristen Williams 
(Millard South JV) (Fall 0:23)

220 — Wyatt Chipps (Summerland) won by 
fall over David Durre (EPPJ) (Fall 0:11); Durre 
received a bye; Durre won by no contest over 
Tanner Turpin (Millard South JV) (NC); Carsten 
Knobbe (Guardian Angles Central Catholic) won 
by fall over Durre (Fall 1:52)

Wolfpack trio bring home medals
Saturday from Howell-Dodge Invite

ELGIN — The Wolfpack JVs defeated 
Riverside 51 to 40 Thursday night in the season 
opener for both boys’ teams.

Sophomore Dylon Lueking led EPPJ with 
19 points followed by Kellan Hoefer with 10. 
Other players in the scoring column were Gage 
Thiessen and Ethan Hinkle 5 apiece, Steve 
Nelson 4, Myles Kittelson, Camryn Pelster, 
Colton Kinney and Taylor Beckman, 2 apiece.

On Friday night, EPPJ defeated Niobrara-
Verdigre JVs 37 to 28.

Scoring for the Wolfpack were Gage Thiessen 
4, Myles Kittelson 6, Camryn Pelster 6, Brian 
Heithoff  2, Ethan Hinkle 6 and Dylon Lueking 
10.

*****
Elgin Public-Pope John’s JV girls earned their 

first victory of  the season, defeating Riverside 
34 to 15 Thursday night.

Playing just two quarters, the Wolfpack took 
control early by outscoring the Chargers 22 to 8 
to start the game.

Sara Bode led EPPJ with 10 points followed 
by Brenna Martinsen 8, Trissa Russell 6, Kate 
Furstenau 4, Maddie Kolm and Callie Heithoff  3 
apiece.

Submitted by EPPJ coaches

Wolfpack JV teams open
season with victories

See TALES, Page 10 Carter Beckman (shown here in control of a Millard South JV wrestler) won four matches to place first in 
the 126-pound division Saturday at Howells. E-R photo/DMorgan

Skyler Meis goes up for two of 
her 25 points against the Cou-
gars. E-R photo/DMorgan
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ELGIN — Riverside scored 
the first 10 points of  the game, 
but it was the last points that 
mattered most as the Wolfpack 
boys came-from-behind to win 
an overtime thriller 68 to 64.

Ice-cold from outside the 
three-point line, Elgin Public-
Pope John fought back by 
working the ball inside, 
making it a four-point game at 
halftime.

Then, in the second half, they 
kept the score close till late 
in regulation where they put 
together a run to tie the score 
at 59-all.

Two free throws by 
Riverside’s Charlie Keehn 
gave the Chargers a 55 to 50 
lead with 2:39 left in the game. 
That’s when Paiton Hoefer 
went to work. He scored eight 
of  the Wolfpack’s nine points 
down the stretch to tie the 
score with 1.3 seconds left in 
regulation. 

In overtime, sophomore Gage 
Thiessen gave EPPJ the lead 
with a putback. Then, after 
Hoefer fouled out, Austin Good 
took over. He had two field 
goals, the last giving EPPJ 
a 66 to 62 lead with under a 
minute to play. Thiessen and 
Dylon Lueking then added free 
throws sandwiched around a 
Riverside basket, to make the 
score 68 to 64.

“Our kids never panicked,” 
Coach Michael Becker said 
about the game. “I thought we 
did a great job of  not panicking 
and just continuing to do the 
things that we work on in 
practice and it showed down 
the stretch.”

Hoefer led the Wolfpack with 
24 points, Colton Wright added 
10.Thiessen led the team in 
rebounds with seven. 

Lueking and Anderson each 
had two steals to lead in that 
category.

In winning the game, the 
Wolfpack overcame a miserable 

Stay Informed!
Read the Public Notices!

COLUMBUS — Wolfpack 
wrestler Isabella Smidt 
brought home ‘gold’ Friday, 
competing at the Lakeview 
Invite wrestling tournament 
for girls.

Competing in the 185-pound 
division, Smidt placed 
first, winning two of  three 
matches. 

Both of  her victories came 

by pin over athletes from 
larger schools. 

Results were:
185 — Grace Ciancio 

(Fullerton) won by fall over 
Isabella Smidt (EPPJ) (Fall 
1:17); Smidt won by fall over 
Katelyn Slattery (Aurora) 
(Fall 0:30); Smidt won by 
fall over Makiaya DeLaCruz 
(Lakeview Girls) (Fall 0:51).

EPPJ’s Smidt wins weight 
class at Lakeview Friday

night from behind the three-
point line as they connected on 
just one of  18 attempts.

EPPJ 68, Riverside 64 OT
Chargers…14  16  14  15  5 — 64
Wolfpack….5  21  16  17  9 — 68
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 3-3 
1-4 7, Gage Thiessen 2-3 3-4 
7, Paiton Hoefer 10-26 3-5 24, 
Austin Good 4-15 0-0 8, Myles 
Kittelson 2-4 0-0 4, Camryn 
Pelster 0-1 0-0 0, Nick Anderson 
0-3 1-2 1, Colton Wright 4-7 2-4 
10, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, Dylon 
Lueking 2-3 3-6 7. Team totals: 
27-65 13-25 68. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 1-18 (Paiton 
Hoefer). Riverside team totals: 
24-51 12-20 64. Three-point 
shots — Riverside 4-18.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 29 (Gage 
Thiessen 7, Colton Wright 6). 
Steals — Wolfpack 8 (Nick 
Anderson 2, Dylon Lueking 2). 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 10. 

EPPJ outlasts Chargers
68 to 64 in overtime

Wolfpack junior Isabella Smidt had two pins Friday at the Lakev-
iew Invite. Photo submitted

Paiton Hoefer (4) drives the lane for two points against Riverside.  
He finished with 24 points in the game. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
The name of the limited liability 

company: Old Mill Sales & 
Repairs, L.L.C. The address of 
the designated office is: 52674 
844 Road, Oakdale, Nebraska 
68761. The name and mailing 
address of the initial agent for 
service of process of the company 
is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 4th 

Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, other 
than banking or insurance, for 
which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. 

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of 

Notice of Organization — Old Mill Sales & Repairs, L.L.C.

NOTICE
Estate of MICHAEL E. KINNEY, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that 

on November 19, 2021, in the 
County Court of Antelope Coun-

ty, Nebraska, Case No. PR21-36, 
Karin M. Kinney, whose mailing 
address is 51100 836 Road, El-
gin, Nebraska 68636 has been 
appointed as personal repre-
sentative of this estate. Credi-

Notice — Estate of Michael E. Kinney

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited li-

ability company: HWY 70 Land & 
Cattle, L.L.C. The address of the 
designated office is: 83973 517 
Avenue, Elgin, Nebraska 68636. 
The name and mailing address 
of the initial agent for service of 
process of the company is Martin 
V. Klein, 101 W. 4th Street, P.O. 

Box 166, Neligh, NE 68756. It is 
organized to transact any lawful 
acts concerning any and all law-
ful business, other than banking 
or insurance, for which a limited 
liability company may be orga-
nized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

This company commenced 

Notice of Organization — HWY 70 Land & Cattle, L.L.C.

tors of this estate must file their 
claims with this Court on or 
before January 24, 2021 or be 
forever barred. Creditors shall 
submit their claims to the Ante-
lope County Court, P.O. Box 26, 

Neligh, Nebraska 68756.
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: November 24, De-
cember 1 & 8, 2021
ZNEZ

NOTICE
Estate of SONYA K. 

WICKERSHAM, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

December 1, 2021,in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-38, 
James L. Wickersham, whose 
mailing address is 325 W. 2nd, 
P.O. Box 5, Orchard, Nebraska 
68764, has been appointed as 
personal representative of this 

Notice — Estate of Sonya K. Wickersham
estate. Creditors of this estate 
must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 7, 
2022 or be forever barred. Credi-
tors shall sub mit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 
Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

Jeffrey M. Doerr, #16821
Attorney for Applicant

PUBLISH: December 8, 15 & 22, 
2021
ZNEZ

NOTICE
Estate of MELVERN HEITHOFF, 

Deceased
Notice is hereby given that on 

December 2, 2021, in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska, Case No. PR21-39, Keith 

Notice — Estate of Melvern Heithoff
Heithoff, whose mailing address 
is 52526 839 Road, Elgin, NE 
68636 and Beth Schulte, a/k/a 
Beth Heithoff-Schulte, whose 
mailing address is 7875 English 
Street, Manassas, VA 20112, 
have been appointed as co-

personal representatives of this 
estate. Creditors of this estate 
must file their claims with this 
Court on or before February 7, 
2022 or be forever barred. Cred-
itors shall submit their claims to 
the Antelope County Court, P.O. 

Box 26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: December 8, 15 & 22, 
2021
ZNEZ

Organization with the Secretary 
of State on October 18, 2021 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members. 
OLD MILL SALES & REPAIRS, 

L.L.C. 
Martin V. Klein 

Doerr & Klein, P.C. 
P.O. Box 166 

Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190 

PUBLISH: November 24, 
December 1 & 8, 2021
ZNEZ

upon filing the Certificate of Or-
ganization with the Secretary of 
State on November 18, 2021 and 
its existence shall be perpetual. 
The affairs of the limited liability 
company are to be conducted by 
the members under an operation 
agreement duly approved by its 
members.

HWY 70 LAND & CATTLE,L.L.C.
Martin V. Klein

Doerr & Klein, P.C. 
P.O. Box 166

Neligh, NE 68756-0166 
(402)887-4190

PUBLISH: November 24, De-
cember 1 & 8, 2021
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

December 1, 2021
The Elgin City Council met in 

special session on Wednesday, 
December 1, 2021, at 12:00 
p.m., pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 

Proceedings — Elgin City Council
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present 
were Mike Dvorak, Jim Kittel-
son, Duane Miller, and Craig 
Niewohner.

A complete and accurate copy 
of the minutes is available for 
public inspection during nor-
mal business hours at the City 

Clerk’s office.
The following agenda item was 

approved:
• Resolution No. 2021-6, a res-

olution acknowledging Nebraska 
Department of Transpiration re-
quirements for the temporary use 
of the state highway system for 
special events

The following items were dis-
cussed:

• Quotes for forks on the loader
• Next regular meeting will be 

held on Monday, December 6, 
2021.

• Special Meeting adjourned at 
12:19 p.m. 

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: December 8, 2021
ZNEZ





10  Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
 The Elgin ReviewSports

ELGIN — Playing ‘fast’ 
from the opening tip-off, Elgin 
Public-Pope John dominated 
Riverside 72 to 31 in the season 
opener for both girls teams 
Thursday night.

The bleachers at Elgin High 
School were nearly full on both 
sides for the first game of  the 
season and the Wolfpack did 
not disappoint their cheering 
fans.

EPPJ jumped out to a nine-
point lead before Riverside 
scored. After a trey by 
Taylynne Charf, Skyler Meis 
added two field goals and 
Ashlynne Charf  had one.

The lead grew to 17 to 2 as 
Kaylee Ramold and Keyera 
Eisenhauer put their names 
into the scoring column. After 
an Eisenhauer trey, Brenna 
Martinsen added a two-pointer 
right before the end of  the first 
quarter. Over the final three 
quarters, EPPJ held Riverside 
to single-digit scoring for each 
quarter. During that time 
period, the Wolfpack outscored 
the Chargers 48 to 21 to seal 
the victory.

Altogether, 11 Wolfpack 
players scored in the game, 
led by Meis with 16 points, 
Eisenhauer had 12.

Ashlynne Charf  led the team 
in rebounds (15) and steals (9).

NIOBRARA — A 41-point 
second quarter provided all the 
cushion the Wolfpack would 
need Friday night as they went 
on to defeat Niobrara-Verdigre 
72 to 46. The Wolfpack led 16 
to 13 at the start of  the second 
quarter. Then, over the course 
of  the next eight minutes, 
outscored the Cougars 41 to 17 
to take control of  the contest 
between NVC schools.

Doing much of  the damage 
for the Wolfpack was Paiton 
Hoefer. The junior made 13 
of  17 field goal attempts and 
finished with 32 points. He was 
the only Wolfpack player to 
score in double figures.

Leading 57 to 30 to start 
the second half, the Wolfpack 
traded baskets with the 

EPPJ scores 41 second quarter points in Friday night victory over N-V
Cougars for the rest of  the 
game. A key to the victory 
was steals. Coach Michael 
Becker used a full-court press 
early and it led to many steals. 
The Wolfpack finished with 
23 steals in the game, led by 
senior Colton Wright with five.

The victory boosts EPPJ’s 
record to 2-0. After playing 
at Neligh Tuesday night (too 
late for press time), EPPJ will 
be home for two games this 
weekend. 

EPPJ 72, N-V 46
Wolfpack………16  41  8  7 — 72
Cougars……….13  17  9  7 — 46
Wolfpack — Blake Henn 4-4 
0-0 8, Jack Wemhoff 0-3 0-0 0, 
Gage Thiessen 3-6 1-2 8, Paiton 
Hoefer 13-17 3-4 32, Austin Good 
4-7 0-0 9, Myles Kittelson 1-4 0-0 

Fast start
propels EPPJ
past Chargers

The Wolfpack defense 
forced Riverside to commit 34 
turnovers in the game.

EPPJ 72, Riverside 31
Chargers…..10   9    6    6  — 31
Wolfpack…..24  18  15  15 — 72
Wolfpack — Emma Lea 
Ruterbories 0-0 0-0 0, Ellie 
Ruterbories 2-3 0-0 4, Taylynne 
Charf 3-8 0-0 7, Ashlynne Charf 
4-10 0-0 8, Baylee Busteed 
1-4 0-0 2, Skyler Meis 8-13 0-0 
16, Brenna Martinsen 3-10 0-0 
6, Kaylee Ramold 1-5 0-0 2, 
Callie Heithoff 0-0 0-0 0, Keyera 

Eisenhauer 5-14 1-4 12, Maddie 
Kolm 4-5 1-3 9, Trissa Russell 
0-1 0-0 0, Kate Furstenau 1-4 
0-0 2, Sara Bode 1-3 2-2 4. Team 
totals: 33-83 4-9 72. Three-point 
shots — Wolfpack 2-18 (Taylynne 
Charf, Keyera Eisenhauer), 
Riverside 2-14.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 51 
(Ashlynne Charf 15), Riverside 
28. Assists — Wolfpack 15 
(Baylee Busteed 3), Riverside 7. 
Steals — Wolfpack 30 (Ashlynne 
Charf 9), Riverside 5. Turnovers 
— Wolfpack 14, Riverside 34.

Ever since I was a little girl, I have loved Christmas 
decorating. I remember picking out my favorite ornaments 
then moving them from place to place before finding 
the perfect spot in which they should hang on the tree. 
I remember my grandma having these dancing-icicle 
ornaments that I couldn’t wait to place on the tree each year.  

Now it is many years later, and although I no longer have 
my favorite dancing-icicles to hang, my love for Christmas 
decorating has grown. 

I am inspired by the beautiful holiday decorations I see in 
store windows, on television programs, on Facebook, and 

even in others’ homes. It 
seems each tree I see is more 
beautiful than the last.  

It is for this reason that I 
encourage others to share 
their decorated Christmas 
trees by offering this little 
challenge. 

Most likely, you are 
familiar with an “Elf  on a 
Shelf,” well, rather than an 
elf, this challenge involves 

“Me and my Tree.”  
On Dec. 11,  I will go Live on Facebook and share my 

decorated Christmas tree. I will then ask for five people from 
the Elgin area who are also willing to share their trees.  If  
you are one of  the first five to leave the comment, “Pick Me 
and my Tree,” 

The Elgin Review will make plans to visit your home and 
go Facebook Live to share your beautiful tree.   

As each of  the five selected trees are shared, we will be 
keeping a close eye on the number of  likes each decorated 
tree receives. 

A winning tree will be determined, and a prize from The 
Elgin Review will be awarded.    

So whether your tree is artificial or real, flocked, green, 
or white, covered white lights or multi-colored, it does not 
matter; we look forward to sharing your tree while spreading 
a little Christmas cheer along the way.  

I’ll show you mine so
you can show me yours

2, Camryn Pelster 0-2 0-0 0, Nick 
Anderson 0-4 4-4 4, Colton Wright 
2-8 0-0 4, Ethan Hinkle 0-0 0-0 0, 
Dylon Lueking 2-5 1-2 5. Team 
totals: 29-60 9-12 72. Three-point 
shots — 5-20 (Paiton Hoefer 3, 
Gage Thiessen, Austin Good). 
Cougars team totals: 19-38 4-9 
46. Three-point shots — 4-10.
Rebounds — Wolfpack 35 (Colton 
Wright 7, Nick Anderson 6, Dylon 
Lueking 6). Assists — Wolfpack 
14 (Jack Wemhoff 4). Steals — 
Wolfpack 23 (Colton Wright 5). 
Turnovers — Wolfpack 16.

Gage Thiessen (3) applies tight defense against this Cougar player. He and his teammates combined for 
23 steals in Friday night’s victory. E-R photo/DMorgan

Taylynne Charf (3) eyes the basket against Riverside. She finished 
with seven points in the victory Thursday night. E-R photo/DMorgan
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Bartlett News

From Page Six
Tales

Tim Rossow claimed the top 
prize in the regular season 
finale of  the Elgin Review 
Football Contest.

Rossow missed just four 
games to claim the top prize of  
$20 in Elgin Bucks.

Placing second was Jason 
Koenig who missed just five 
games. He will receive the 
runner-up prize of  $10 in Elgin 
Bucks.

Results of  last week’s games 
were:

UTSA over Western 
Kentucky

Louisiana over Appalachian 
State

East Tennessee State over 
Kennessaw State

Alabama over Georgia
Villanova over Holy Cross
Cincinnati over Houston
Utah over Oregon
Baylor over Oklahoma State
Montana over Eastern 

Washington State 
Sam Houston over Incarn. W.
Pitt over Wake Forest
North Dakota State over 

Southern Illinois
Michigan over Iowa
Jackson State over Prairie 

View
California over USC
Northern Illinois over Kent 

State
Utah State over San Diego 

State
Montana State over UT 

Martin 
There will be no football 

contest this week. The ‘Bowl 
Game’ football contest will be 
published in next week’s paper. 
Good luck!

Rossow claims top
prize in contest 

By Sherry Tetschner
A special event called   

"Trail of  Lights” was held at 
Lake Ericson Friday and Sat-
urday evening December 3-4.  
This fund raising event was 
well attended and put a smile 
on many faces and  Christmas 
joy in many hearts.  

Glenn, Ben and I had no 
idea what to expect when we 
arrived at the Ericson Lake 
Dam picnic area on Saturday 
evening.   As we walked across 
the parking lot we heard 
Christmas music, saw a large 
(contained) bonfire and were 

greeted by folks who sold us 
tickets for the "Trail of  Lights 
tour," and invited us to enjoy 
hot cocoa or hot cider while we 
waited to take a tour of  the " 
Trail of  Lights." 

After a 15-20 minute wait, 
Glenn, Ben and I and quite a 
number of  other folks got onto 
a trailer filled with bales and 
pulled by a side-by-side vehi-
cle.  The driver played Christ-
mas music while we toured the 
trail behind the lake. The stars 
shone above in the sky, the 
trail was dark and Christmas 
music surrounded us.  

A few of  the special  sights 
we enjoyed along the way 
were: lighted candy cane 
decorations,  jars with glow 
sticks inside, Chinese lan-
terns, Christmas inflatables, 

live characters such as  Santa 
Claus, The Grinch and other 
Christmas characters , a nativ-
ity scene and a light show in 
the trees giving the impression 
that the  trees were completely 
covered in small Christmas 
tree lights.

My favorite part was the tree 
light show.  It was so peaceful 
and so spectacular at the same 
time.    

Glenn, Ben and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the tour and are hop-
ing this is an annual event.

This is homecoming week at 
Wheeler Central.  The home-
coming coronation will be held 
Saturday evening at Wheeler 
Central after the Varsity boys  
basketball game. CWC vs. Elk-
horn Valley basketball games 
begin at 5 p.m.     

who to try and stop from 
scoring.

After putting up 72 against 
Riverside in the opener, EPPJ 
scored 66 Friday night in a win 
over Niobrara-Verdigre on the 
Cougars’ home floor.

One thing is for certain, 
Coach Eisenhauer always 
seems to have his teams ready, 
conditioning wise, for the 
start of  the season, something 
opponents struggle with when 
playing EPPJ.

It’s a show you just have to 
sit back and enjoy.

As for the Wolfpack boys, 
they appear to be a physical 
team who will fear no one this 
season.

That was evident against 
Riverside Thursday night. 
They fell behind by double-
digits early, then fought their 
way back by banging inside 
because the outside shots 
weren’t falling.

It’s good to be able to shoot 
threes when they find the 
mark. But, a good inside game 
can make up for a cold night 
outside the paint. 

The Wolfpack got the game to 
overtime when Paiton Hoefer 
put together a string of  eight 
consecutive points by slashing 
his way to the basket. 

However, in overtime 
when he fouled out, a slew 
of  Wolfpack players stepped 
up including Austin Good, 
Gage Thiessen, Colton Wright 
and Dylon Lueking. It was 
Lueking’s made free throw 
which iced the game for the 
team’s first victory of  the 
season.

Having a good inside/outside 
game this season may make the 
Wolfpack nearly unstoppable 
in the weeks ahead.

The team should be better 
now that the dude in the 
shades (Jack Wemhoff) is back 
in action. He sat out the first 
game due to a concussion 
he suffered in practice. He’s 
another one of  the Wolfpack 
players who isn’t afraid to mix 
it up inside.

The two teams’ roles were 
reversed Friday night as the 
boys won easily and the girls 
had to work real hard to get 
past the Cougars.

A couple of  basketball 
standouts were Paiton Hoefer 
and Skyler Meis. Hoefer had 56 
points in two games, Meis had 
41 in her two games.
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The Albion Area Arts Council will present a concert by area 
artists Dawn Bussey-Smith and Jill Nore at 3 p.m. Sunday, De-
cember 12th at the Boone Central Performance Gym in Albion.

Dawn retired in 2014 as director of  the Boone Central 
Schools vocal program, and Jill continues to serve as accompa-
nist for the program. They will be joined by guest artists Kelli 
Bauer, Nathan Devine, Jacob Nore, Julia Nore, Judy Pribnow, 
Annie Baum-Rassmussen and Halie Smith.

Admission is $15.00 for adults and $5.00 for students with 
Arts Council members admitted free-of-charge. Anyone having 

questions may contact Paul or Lori Hosford at 402-395-6727 or 
at arts2008@frontiernet.net.

The Nebraska Arts Council, a state agency, supports this 
program through a matching grant funded by the Nebraska 
Legislature, the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
Nebraska Cultural Endowment. Visit www.nebraskaartscoun-
cil.org for information on how the Nebraska Arts Council can 
assist your organization, or how you can support the Nebraska 
Cultural Endowment.  Additional funding has been provided 
by the Boone County Tourism Promotion Fund.

Bussey-Smith and Nore to perform concert
at Boone Central Performance Gym Sunday


