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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 63 degrees recorded 
on November 28. 

The low was nine degrees 
on November 29. 

Altogether, 0.33 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
November 22 47 21  
November 23 40 34  0.33
November 24 38 16    
November 25 41 22    
November 26 45 24  
November 27 51 30    
November 28 63 29     
November 29 37 09    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.33
Total for November ....... .. 1.46
Total for 2019 ................. ..18.11

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are: 

Notice — SunVest Solar Inc. 
Environmental Assessment

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and

School District #18.

Juan
Hoefer

See STRAINED, Page 11
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The regular monthly 
meeting of  the Elgin City 
Council will be held Monday 
night, Dec. 7. Scheduled to 
begin at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Also next week, the District 
#18 Board of  Education will 
meet on Wednesday night, 
Dec. 9, at the school lunch 
room at 6:30 p.m.

COVID cases
continue to rise
across NCDHD

In this issue — Wolfpack Winter Sports preview stories.

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

Dressed in a white blouse and a skirt, 
the young girl was ready to begin her 
first work shift at the annual Thanks-
giving Bazaar. The year was 1942, and 
she was 12 years old. At the time, she 
probably could have never imagined 
she would be celebrating Thanksgiving 
in the same manner for 76 years of  her 

life, but in sitting down 
to visit with her, it is 
clear she would have 
wanted nothing else.  

Today, Juan Hoefer 
is 90 years young, and 
this year is only the 
second time since the 
age of  12 that she was 
unable to work a shift at 
the St. Boniface annual 
Thanksgiving bazaar. 
She explained that both 
of  her absences were 
health-related. The first 

absence came when her son Gary was 
only ten months old and had become 
ill. Her second absence happened this 
year, as she has been home recovering 
from Covid.  

Although many things about the 
event have changed over the years, 
Juan’s love and commitment to the 
event has not. She shared, “I was in 

the 7th grade when I worked my first 
bazaar.  My duties included waiting ta-
bles, bringing all the food to each table, 
clearing tables, and setting them again.  
Of  course, back then, we used all-glass 
dishes and real silverware. “The din-
ner was then held in the basement of  
the St. Boniface school and was meant 
as a get-together for parishioners. We 
would typically serve anywhere from 
200 to 300 people. Families would wait 
upstairs in the school rooms until they 
were called when their table was ready. 
The dishes were washed in the Sisters’ 
laundry room located in the school 
building.”  

Juan vividly remembers the meal 
from the first bazaar.  

“The meal at the time was very 
similar to the meal we serve today, but 
instead of  turkey, we served chicken. 
It was chicken and sausage.  I remem-
ber my mom’s job was to clean the hog 
intestines to create the casing for the 
sausage. It was hard work. They would 
take the intestine and turn it inside out 
and scrape the inside with a knife, but 
that is where the tasty sausage came 
from. They always cut and cleaned the 
hogs in the church basement.” Smil-
ing, she added, “We always knew when 
it was time for the bazaar when we 
smelled cigar smoke, as John Moser 
would always arrive to help butcher, 

puffing on a cigar.” 
Another memory she recalled that 

drew an immediate smile was the 
dance that followed the bazaar as a 
reward for all the kid’s hard work. In 
her words, “This is where the girls got 
their start, their start at dancing. To 
be honest, even at the age of  12, I never 
heard too much grumbling about the 
work. We were always proud to do it. 
Working was a great way to help our 
Parish.” 

Besides the dances, Juan has de-
veloped a fondness for many things 
at the bazaar. She explained, “I love 
the dressing; it is my favorite part of  
the meal. The games and raffles have 
been around forever.” Again, flash-
ing a quick smile, she added, “ I won 
a pound of  butter in one raffle. I don’t 
remember if  I won anything else over 
the years. The butter is the only thing I 
remember winning.”  

As the event has grown and changed 
from a parish get together to a parish 
fundraiser,  Juan admits to working 
many different jobs throughout the 
years. 

From waiting tables to washing 
dishes, to being a circle leader, to fry-
ing sausage, to selling quilt raffle tick-
ets ... a job that just last year at the age 
of  89, she worked a double shift.  She 
feels the women who fry the sausage in 

the wee morning hours have one of  the 
more challenging jobs and commends 
those who work outside parking cars in 
sometimes very frigid conditions. She 
explained, “I remember several times 
when the weather played havoc with 
the Thanksgiving festivities. I remem-
ber in 1975, my husband brought in the 
tractor, and Gary brought in the tractor 
with a hoist to load and haul snow to 
the ball field. They moved snow all day 
long to clean the parking lot before the 
bazaar. Today, someone could simply 
bring in a loader and just push the 
snow down the street.” 

Whether it is clearing the snow for 
guests to arrive or organizing a way to 
serve 800 take-out meals to follow safe-
ty guidelines due to a pandemic, Juan 
admires all the people taking charge 
and working to keep the bazaar going.  
Upon answering my last question as to 
if  she had any message to share with 
younger generations about the bazaar, 
Juan paused slightly, then took a deep 
breath, and concluded,  “The bazaar is 
a wonderful way to meet new and old 
friends. I was born and raised here. 
My love and heart is the Thanksgiving 
bazaar. We never did anything differ-
ent on Thanksgiving. The bazaar is all 
I know, and the St. Boniface Thanks-
giving bazaar is what I have grown to 
love.”  

At 90, Juan Hoefer still fond of Thanksgiving Bazaar

As of  Monday, Nov. 30, 
there are 2,797 confirmed 
COVID cases with 1,061 
recoveries and 34 deaths in 
the nine-county area served 
by North Central District 
Health Department.. 

In the last 14 days, 550 total 
cases have been reported. 
Knox County has the most 
number of  cases with 597 
followed by Holt County 563, 
Pierce has 514. The total 
number of  cases in Antelope 
County currently is now 372 
with 136 recoveries and 1 
death. Since Nov. 25, 22 new 
cases have been reported in 
Antelope County.

Santa Claus and
holiday parade
to be next week

Editor’s note: Marie Meis, a former intern at The Elgin Review 
and currently a student at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln, 
submitted this article about the effects of  the pandemic on rural 
hospitals.

Rural hospitals work with less. They have less capacity, fewer 
resources and less staff. So, when things get strained, they’re hit 
harder. 

With a COVID-19 testing positivity rate hitting as high as 70% 
in Antelope County, rural centers like Antelope Memorial Hospi-
tal are facing a different kind of  battle as Nebraska gets danger-
ously close to another shutdown. 

“We have said all along we’re going to be fine in the critical 
access hospitals as long as I have those ICU beds 
available at my referral center. And that’s where 
we’re struggling,” said Dr. Kelli Osborn, one of  
the seven providers at AMH. 

AMH is a critical access hospital, as defined by 
the Office of  Rural Health Policy. This title was 
created in 1997 after rural hospitals were continu-
ally shutting down in the ‘80s and ‘90s. It gives 
certain benefits to allow these hospitals to serve 
less populated areas. As of  2017, Neligh’s popula-
tion was just over 1,500.  

“Being from a small town, it’s just a different 
kind of  medicine that you practice,” she said. 
“When you’re in a bigger health center, every-
thing is just right there.” 

Staffing has been their largest limiting factor so far. She said 
they’ve seen three to four nurses sick with COVID-19 at once. 
This puts them out for 10 days, and the already small staff  has to 
pick up the slack. 

In only two weeks, 13 nurses together pulled 85 overtime hours 
on the inpatient hospital nursing floor alone. Nurses were pulled 
from other departments and out of  administrative work to fill the 
gaps. 

Antelope County didn’t see its first diagnosed COVID-19 patient 
until April but has since seen numbers spike. In September, the 
area peaked at a 70% positivity rate. This is the percent of  tests 
that are done that come back positive. Nebraska’s peak positiv-
ity rate has been around 36%. Osborn called their positivity rate 
“absolutely insane.” 

Since March, AMH has created negative pressure rooms that 
allows for six COVID-19 patient beds. This is over a third of  their 
total number of  beds. The negative pressure rooms were created 
to help suck the air back into the room and prevent airborne 
spread in the hospital. Osborn said these have been at about half  
capacity in the past two months but have been full at times.   

If  a patient is too sick or needs resources that aren’t available, 
they are sent to larger hospitals. This is often what is done with 
COVID-19 patients. Rural hospitals don’t have intensive care 
units nor do the providers have the training for it. 

“I can take care of  a patient who just needs more of  that gen-
eral inpatient hospital care but when they get sick to the point 
where…their body starts to crash, and they need ICU level of  
care, I can’t do that in my hospital. I’m not meant to. That’s what 
is scary for me,” she said. 

Osborn said three weeks ago, they had a very sick patient - who 
did not have COVID-19 but needed intensive care - and they called 
six different hospitals trying to find a place for them to be sent. 

“It’s getting to the point that if  things continue like they are 
then in two weeks they aren’t going to be able to accept any of  
our patients. That’s when I get to go to Plan B, and I get to become 
an ICU doctor and get to do some training on the fly. That’s not 
what I want to do,” she said. 

Since March, their team has been prepping for different scenar-
ios. When personal protective equipment was expensive and hard 
to find, they found solutions. When they realized they needed a 
negative pressure room, they found a way. And now, as they fear 
they will have to take care of  patients needing ICU level of  care, 

Rural hospitals strained
from COVID effects

Dr. Kelli
Osborn

It’s just a week away! 
On Wednesday, Dec. 9, the 

Elgin Community Club is 
sponsoring Santa Claus’ first 
official visit to Elgin this 
holiday season. It will be an 
opportunity for children to 
share their thoughts and 
wishes with Santa. 

Due to COVID, this year’s 
event will be held outdoors 
in the courtyard adjacent to 
the Elgin KC Hall. Santa will 
be there from 4:30 p.m. to 
approximately 6 p.m. 

Elgin’s official Christmas 
tree will be lit during that 
time and, between 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m., a Christmas parade 
will be held on Highway 14 
from Cedar to North Street. 

City Council, EPS
school board to
meet next week
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Support Our 
Local 

Merchants!
Elgin Community Center 

meals next week are: 
Monday, December 7: 

Swedish meatballs, noodles, 
coleslaw, green beans, 
peaches, corn bread, milk.

Tuesday, December 8: 
Ham & bean soup (ham, 
bean, celery, carrots, 
onions), pineapple, celery 
and carrots, peaches, bread 
pudding, whole wheat/
white bread, milk.

Wednesday, December 9: 
Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
cream peas, oranges, 
cranberry muffin, milk.

Thursday, December 
10: Tacos (lettuce, cheese, 
tomatoes, onions), Spanish 
rice, apple cobbler, milk.

Friday, December 11: 
Patty melt (cheese, onions), 
oven potatoes, carrots, 
pears, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)

Serving starts at 11:45 
a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m.  Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. for a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

Whether it be my age, the 
cold weather, or Covid, I now 
spend a great deal of  time at 
home when not at work or 
other commit-
ments. In the 
summer, I spend 
a fair amount 
of  time with 
friends and fam-
ily at the golf  
course, baseball 
games, or trave-
ling to the river 
for a weekend 
getaway. 

Unfortunately, 
with it being a little too cold to 
participate in those activities, 

my couch and television seem 
to be getting more and more of  
my downtime.   

Although my budding 
relationship 
with the tv will 
be over before 
I know it, as 
evening speech 
practices will be 
starting before 
long, I have dis-
covered some-
thing exciting. 
I love holiday 
baking shows. 

The reason 
this is so interesting is I don’t 
bake. I have never had an 

I love holiday baking shows because ...
interest in baking. In fact, I at-
tempted my first cake about a 
year ago, and yes, the keyword 
is attempted.  

Thankfully, for my family’s 
sake, I have been blessed with 
dear friends and family that 
have supplied us with many 
baked treats from time to time. 

My mother-in-law has made 
us various treats such as cup-
cakes and my favorite straw-
berry pretzel dessert. Aunt Jan 
is our homemade bread sup-
plier. Ally Wemhoff, my son’s 
girlfriend, makes the most 
delicious banana bars and pea-
nut butter ice cream cake. My 
friend, Stacy Shumake-Henn, 
has also shared some amazing 
baked goodies. 

My boss, Lynell, just treated 
us to the most amazing cheese-
cake. Therefore, my lack of  
baking skills has never been 
an issue. In fact, I think it has 
proven to be quite the opposite. 
If  my family and friends felt I 
was an avid baker, would they 
be so apt to share their tasty 
talents with us? 

My life-long lack of  inter-
est in learning to bake is what 
makes my recent fascination 
with the holiday baking shows 
so peculiar. By watching these 
shows, I am not suddenly 
moved to attempt making 
a fruit-filled scone or some 
chocolate truffle. 

As a matter of  fact, most of  
the time, while viewing, I dis-
cover I am entirely unfamiliar 
with many of  the ingredients 
used to complete their bak-
ing creation. I also have little 
understanding of  much of  the 

See WORLD, Page 10
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HEALING THE BODY

Personal Trainer, 21 Day 
Sugar Detox Coach & 
Holistic Health Coach 

Olivia Borer

Martinsen Appraisal
Specializing In Ag & Residential Appraisals

Email:   martinsenappraisal@gmail.com

P.O. Box 182 • Elgin, NE 68636
Phone: 402-843-0218
Certifi ed General  Appraiser

Looking Back
Twenty Years Ago
November 29, 2000

Dwaine Uttecht, long time 
superintendent at Elgin 
Public Schools, will be moving 
to a different position next 
summer. Uttecht received 
and accepted a contract offer 
to become superintendent at 
Ravenna-Litchfield Public 
Schools. 

Park Congressional U.C.C. 
Church will host its annual 
“Living Nativity” for the 
Christmas season. Children of  
the church will participate in 
the outdoor program.

Lawerence J. Borer of  Elgin 
was the grand prize winner 
of  the St. Boniface Bazaar 
evening raffle. He won an 
expense paid trip for two to Las 
Vegas.
Thirty Years Ago
December 5, 1990

Elgin senior citizens elected 
Sally Bohnenkamp and Delbert 
Salber as “Mr. and Mrs. St. 
Nicolas” to preside over events 
at the Elgin Senior Citizens/
Community Center during the 
Elgin’s Christmas Fair and the 
Elgin Christmas Parade. 

Ron Wilkinson was making 
rounds in his horsedrawn 
sleigh during last week’s 
snowstorm. If  the weather 
permits, he plans to offer 
sleigh rides during the Elgin 
Christmas fair.

Elgin High School’s One 
Act Play cast and crew earned 
second place at both the D-7 
District and the Goldenrod 
Conference. The team 
performed a play entitled, “The 
Bridge.” It is an adaptation of  
the children’s story , “Three 
Billy Goats Gruff,” and 
features three trolls guarding 
their bridge. The three trolls 
are junior Amy Evans, Lori 
Eggers and Suzie Childers. The 
goats are Brian Heithoff, and 
sophomores Brad Clark and 
Amber Mundorf.

Shelli Riedmiller of  Elgin 

was one of  two Midland 
Lutheran College women’s 
basketball players who were 
named to the All-Tournament 
team at the Midland 
Thanksgiving Invitational 
Tournament. Reidmiller 
scored a team high of  17 points 
as the Lady Warriors routed 
Cornell College 103-58 in their 
first round game.  
Fifty Years Ago
November 26, 1970

Two football players, one 
from Pope John High School 
and one Chadron State  
College, were given honorable 
mention positions. Ray 

Schmitt of  EPJ rated a back 
position on the Lincoln Star’s 
mythical Class C team for All-
State. Bill Kuester, junior at 
Chadron State College, won a 
guard spot on the ‘70 Dist. 11 
NAIA football team. 

Mrs. Jerry Sheets 
entertained the Delta-Dek 
Bridge Club. Score honors 
went to Mrs. K.D. Bennett, 
second high went to Mrs. 
Kenneth Peters and low went 
to Mrs. Leo Eischeid. 

Elgin Firemen were 
summoned to the Charles 
McKay farm north of  town. 
The car seat of  Robert Totten’s 

auto had caught fire but was 
extinguished by the time 
the fire department arrived. 
Damage was confined to the 
seat. 
Sixty Years Ago
December 1, 1960

Elgin’s main street 
Christmas decorations 
suffered from high winds when 
one of  the new neon lights 
was blown off  its hooks and 
broke a light pole. Decorations 
strung across main street 

Thanksgiving has past and 
Christmas is almost here (all 
together now: how is this pos-

sible?!), 
which 
means 
the 
holiday 
season is 
now upon 
us. This 
time of  
year can 
prove to 
be dif-
ficult for 
some, es-
pecially 
with the 
plethora 
of  treats 
and des-
serts that 
seem to 
greet us 
at every 

turn. In fact, it’s estimated 
that most people will gain 10-15 
lbs during the holiday season 
alone.

But it doesn’t have to be this 
way. Not this year. Instead, you 
can make the choice to have 
a healthy holiday season, not 
necessarily void of  all treats, 
but void of  the excess and 
guilt/shame cycle.

When it comes to surviving 
the holiday season and the 
crazy schedule that follows 
suit, I typically recommend the 
following:

1. Bring a healthy dish wher-
ever you go

My best tip for any holiday 
party (or any social event for 
that matter) is to bring some-
thing healthy that you can 

eat. This is especially true for 
anyone like myself  who may 
be struggling with a myriad 
of  food allergies/sensitivities. 
Typically, I’ve found most peo-
ple enjoy a platter of  roasted 
vegetables - carrots, asparagus, 
and/or Brussel sprouts for in-
stance. These are super simple 
to make, but also ensure that 
you will at least have a vegeta-
ble on your plate for the meal.

2. Don’t “save your calories” 
for a party later in the day

I used to do this all the time. 
I would hardly eat all day (or 
“eat light” during the day), and 
then by the time I would get to 
a holiday party, I wouldn’t be 
able to stop eating. I’d stand at 
the food table and pick at this, 
that, and the other thing from 
the minute I arrived until I left.

Now, I choose and recom-
mend a different path. Instead 
of  saving my calories for later 
in the day, I make sure to eat 
PFC balanced meals prior 
to the holiday party that are 
loaded with protein, healthy 
fat, and vegetables so that I am 
satisfied and less likely to have 
cravings or overeat later in the 
day.

3. Stay active, but not as a 
way to make up for your “bad” 
decisions

There is this idea that you 
can “burn off ” bad choices by 
doing exercise to cancel out 
the calories consumed. This 
way of  thinking is not only 
out dated, but also perpetu-
ates the guilt/shame cycle so 
many of  us have fell prey to 

Enjoy a healthy holiday season this year

 The  "YWH Remnant," is 
holding their 1st Annual Cel-
ebration at the Ericson United 
Methodist Church on Monday, 
Dec. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

The evening includes soup 
and sandwiches and a guest 
speaker.  

Ladies of  the community 
are invited to this free " Ladies 
only," event  to celebrate the 
"Reason for the Season." 

A baby shower is being held 
Saturday, Dec. 5 at 2 p.m. in 
honor of  Chelsea Smith. This 
special event will be held at the 
new fire hall in Bartlett. 

Ellis and Lois Schrunk were 
dinner guests in our home 
Thanksgiving Day. Because 
of  the Covid-19 widespread 
around the state we chose to 
have a small gathering. The 
day was a quiet one with good 
food and fellowship with my 
parents, but our children and 
grand children were missed. 
We have so many things to 
be thankful for, in spite of  a 
rather stressful year.

By Sherry Tetschner 

Bartlett News

intersections took a beating 
from the winds. Workman 
workers diligently Sunday 
afternoon to put up the new 
lights. Despite the tough 
luck experienced with the 
lights, residents continually 
compliment local businessmen 
on the attractiveness of  
this year’s decorations. The 
decorations were purchased 
by the Elgin Chamber of  
Commerce from membership 
dues.

in recent years. Instead, this 
year, choose to stay active, 
moving as much as possible 
throughout the day. You’ll no-
tice I didn’t say exercise; I said 
move. Movement is much sim-
pler to achieve than regiment-
ed exercise, which implies that 
you have to go to a gym and 
workout for a specific amount 
of  time. Movement means you 
are simply choosing to get up 
and be active throughout the 
day: going for a short walk af-
ter a meal or taking the stairs 
instead of  the elevator. These 
little steps add up, whereas the 
guilt/shame/I must exercise 
to burn off  these calories cycle 
doesn’t help.

4. Drink plenty of  water
Most of  us don’t drink 

enough water, and the holiday 
season is a great time to start! 
Staying on top of  your hydra-
tion levels ensures that you’ll 
be able to keep cravings at bay, 
as well as manage overeating 
as well. Water is the biggest 
nutrient deficiency we have 
in America today. So drink 
up, and add a glass of  water 
between alcoholic beverages if  
you chose to consume them.

5. Hold your ground, and 
don’t let other people challenge 
your healthy choices

Many of  my clients have 
trouble with their friends and 
family incessantly questioning 
their food choices, especially 
when they choose to abstain 
from alcohol or sweets. If  peo-
ple question or challenge your 
food/drink decisions, remem-

ber this: it’s not about you, 
it’s about them. Through no 
fault of  yours, they are feeling 
judged by your choices. Hold 
your ground, don’t make a big 
deal about it, and move on.

6. If  you choose to have a 
treat, make it small, eat it slow, 
and ENJOY IT

I think half  of  our problem 
with overeating is that we fail 
to be fully present when we 
are eating, especially when we 
are eating something sweet. If  
you choose to have some sort 
of  treat or dessert, have it after 
your meal, sit down, use your 
fork, take small bites, and thor-
oughly enjoy it! Don’t allow 
guilt and shame to creep into 
your mind. Make the decision 
and own the decision if  you 
want to have a treat. And if  
you don’t? That’s fine too!

This season, let’s focus on the 
true meaning of  the season: 
spending time with family 
and friends. Enjoy engaging 
conversation, keep moving, 
and don’t beat yourself  up if  
you make a “mistake.” This life 
is about building a lifestyle, not 
clenching your fists trying to 
just “get through.”

There was a tie for first place 
in the Elgin Review Football 
Contest last week.

Judsen Sehi and Jack Stoltz 
tied for the top spot, each 
missing five games. In the 
tiebreaker, both contestants 
guessed 813 total yards between 
Alabama and Auburn.

As a result, they will split $30 
in Elgin Bucks (the combined 
first and second place prizes).

Results of  the games were:
Oregon State over Oregon
Florida over Kentucky
Penn State over Michigan
Baylor over Kansas State
Indiana over Maryland
Ball State over Toledo
Georgia Tech over Duke
Rutgers over Purdue

Alabama over Auburn
Texas A&M over LSU
Clemson over Pitt
Michigan State over 

Northwestern
Hawaii over Nevada
Due to the pandemic, six 

other games in the contest 
were cancelled or postponed 
after the paper was printed last 
week and were tossed out of  
the contest

Entries for the next contest 
are due at the newspaper office 
no later than 5 p.m. Friday. 
Out-of-town entries must be 
postmarked by Friday to be 
eligible. Save a stamp and take 
a picture of  your entry and 
send it on your cameraphone 
to elginreview@yahoo.com.

Sehi, Stoltz ‘tie’, split
prizes in football contest
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

It’s just a mask, why has it become such a big deal?Smile Talk

THINKING 
ABOUT HEALTH

Rural Health News
Trudy Lieberman

The controversial face mask, a proven tool in 
controlling the spread of  the dreaded Coronavirus, 
has become a political football with Nebraska’s 
Governor refusing to mandate the wearing of  
masks while contending that his directed health 
care measures are a better solution.

Nationally, President Donald Trump was also 
often seen mask-less and also refused a mandate. 
City councils in Lincoln and Omaha and a handful 
of  cities statewide have adopted mask mandates. 

One has to wonder why the 
resistance. Freedom? I don’t 
think you should be free 
to cough on me and spread 
this thing. I wear a mask so 
I don’t do that to you and 
others.

Front-line health care 
workers are visibly fatigued 
and scared. Hospitals are 
reaching near capacity and 
taking measures to delay 
non-emergency surgeries 
or hospitalizations to keep 
beds free for Coronavirus 
patients. Doctors and health 
care specialists want a state-
wide mask mandate. 

Schoolteachers are com-
plaining about the workload 
of  trying to teach students 
in the classroom and some 
remotely while trying to 

keep students socially distanced. The Governor 
wants to keep kids in the classroom. Teachers want 
more planning time. They also want a statewide 
mask mandate.

The needs are real. But I wonder who’s listening. 
I can guarantee that the folks in Douglas, Hall and 
Lancaster Counties are listening. That’s where the 
largest number of  cases have been confirmed and 
sadly, the largest number of  deaths. The Douglas 
County Health Department and Omaha Commu-
nity Foundation teamed up to develop a unified 
campaign “Do Right, Right Now.”

As the campaign grew, leaders from outside 
Douglas County were brought into the conversa-
tion, and through a partnership with the Nebraska 
State Department of  Education and Nebraska Chil-
dren and Families Foundation, the campaign has 
expanded to serve the entire state of  Nebraska.

The Governor’s office says, “Do Right, Right 
Now” is a practical call for a unified response to 
fight Covid-19. Words, obviously I like words. But 
there’s got to be some meat on those bones. I mean, 
even Go Big Red used to mean something to Ne-
braskans.

So, here’s what has been outlined. It’s a new 
public awareness campaign aimed at slowing the 
spread of  Covid-19. Where was this nine months 
ago when there were so many mixed signals from 
the politicians who didn’t want to listen to the 

scientists?
“Do Right, Right Now” encourages Nebraskans 

to wear masks, wash their hands, and stay six feet 
away from others. The campaign will include public 
signage, as well as messages on radio, TV and in 
newspapers with dozens of  community partners. 

“It is this uniform kind of  comprehensive mes-
sage that you are going to hear from several differ-
ent avenues, even if  you may not listen in to one 
that has a specific campaign going on,” said Doug-
las County Health Director Adi Pour. The campaign 
will continue for at least nine months. 

Participating in the Zoom announcement of  the 
campaign, University of  Nebraska Medical Center 
Dr. James Lawler sounded the COVID-19 alarm 
bell, warning of  potential doubling of  deaths and 
infections that may overwhelm Nebraska’s hospital 
system within the next few weeks and calling for 
a statewide mask mandate to help stem the tide. 
Lawler is director of  UNMC’s Global Center for 
Health Security.

Governor Pete Ricketts, who participated in the 

See TALK, Page Five

“In this year like no other.” 
How many times in 2020 have you 
heard this preface to a statement? 
Even the precious smile is masked 
in public places, literally, in a col-
lective effort to quell the pandem-
ic with hopes for irradicating it in 
the new year. 

If  you’ve seen me around Elgin 
on the rare occasion when I’m out 
and about, you know a mask is 
consistently a part of  my attire, 
not only to protect you but also to 
protect me and those in my bub-
ble. Some have said, “I miss your 
smile.” Thank you. 

Truth be told, a real smile con-
tracts facial muscles and ‘laugh 
lines’ emerge around the eyes. 
Yep, you can tell when others are 
smiling even when masked. The 
opposite, to furrow  your brow, 
conveys distain, sadness or some 
other negative emotion. When 
you’re smiling, you stand tall, 
there’s pep in your step, and your 
talk sounds bright. 

During this generally joy-
ous holiday season filled with 
warmth and wonderment, most 
of  us lament travel cancellations, 
postponements of  family gather-
ings and community events, Zoom 
fatigue and Covid-15, otherwise 
known as quarantine pounds. 

Argh!
Try to 

stay focused 
on the posi-
tive, one of  
which is the 
human abil-
ity to smile. 
Science 
documents 
that when 
you smile 
sincerely, 
you  change 
your brain’s 
chemistry 
and feel 
happier. 
And it’s 
contagious. 
Called so-
cial behav-
ior mimicry, 

you signal others to reciprocate, 
triggering the part of  the brain 
that deals with happiness. Hang-
ing with positive people who are 
confident and upbeat contributes 
to good health. 

As a child growing up in a 
resource-stretched household, 
the closet was sparse. My mother 
always said, “If  to her clothes all 
faulters fall, look to her face (pref-
erably smiling) and forget them 
all.” In other words, clothes don’t 
make the person. Demeanor does. 

To come up smiling means 
to emerge from a challenging 
situation with a positive outlook. 
Think coaches who have weath-
ered one hard fought battle after 
another only to log yet another 
loss. Definitely a win leaves fans 
with all smiles, visibly cheerful. 

Maybe you sport a smile from 
ear to ear, broad and enthusi-
astic. Think of  the excitement 
when baby cracks her first smile. 
Speaking of  cracks, there’s the 
plumber’s smile referencing the 
guy working under the sink whose 
jeans drop down a bit too low in 
the back. 

A broad grin might spell 
mischief. This is referenced as 
smiling like a Cheshire cat, the 
fictional character in Alice in 
Wonderland that gradually disap-
pears until only its wide, huge 
smile remains. One who is consid-
ered lucky or over-the-top success-
ful is said to have fortune smiling 
down on him/her. One might say 
“wipe that smile off  your face” if  
that other guy is frustrating you 
and enjoying it way too much. 

While writing this month’s 
column, the song Smile, made 
famous by Nat King Cole in 1954, 
keeps humming in my head. As 
we celebrate Christmas with 
hopes for a more normal 2021, 
consider these lyrics penned by 
John Turner and Geoffrey Par-
sons to the tune written by Char-
lie Chaplin. 

Smile, though your heart is ach-

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

same announcement, continued to reject a mandate 
when asked to react to Lawler’s statement. “We 
do have mask requirements where appropriate,” 
he said adding that he thinks people should use 
masks, but mandates lead to resistance.

Lawler said, “the reason that we ask for man-
dates it that we know they work. Compliance 
increases (and) mandates result in a reduction in 
cases and in fatalities.”

Ricketts said, “Nebraskans have always stepped 
up to take care of  each other.”

As I pointed out earlier, the frontline medical 
personnel and the teachers are saying they are run-
ning out of  strength and resources to take care of  
each other. 

They want the mask mandate.
Pay attention to the message, Governor. “Do 

Right, Right Now.” 
*****

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska
government and politics since 1979. He 

has been a registered Independent for 20 years. 

Over the last four years, we have 
updated our trade relationships and 
trade agreements at a historic pace. 
We secured updated comprehensive 
trade agreements with Canada, 
Mexico, and South Korea; entered into 
Phase One agreements with China 
and Japan that address many sig-

nificant impedi-
ments to U.S. ex-
porters in these 
major markets; 
and achieved 
important pro-
gress to remove 
trade barriers 
faced by par-
ticular sec-
tors in several 
other countries. 
Together, these 
nations pur-
chase almost 50 
percent of  the 
United States’ 
current exports. 
These agree-
ments facili-
tated increased 
opportunities 

and fairer treatment for American 
producers and consumers struggling 
during the pandemic, and they are im-
portant platforms to open additional 
opportunities for U.S. exporters in the 
future.

In part as a result of  these agree-

ments, we have seen exports increase 
27 percent from the May low. While 
these agreements continue to bear 
fruit, it is vital we treat them as the 
first steps of  a long journey toward 
more open markets and equitable 
treatment for U.S. goods and services, 
not an excuse to relax when there is 
so much more work to be done.

While the President is empowered 
to conduct U.S. foreign policy and has 
been delegated authority to address 
some trade issues through executive 
action, our Constitution empowers 
Congress to write and pass trade 
policy. First on Congress’ agenda 
must be reauthorizing the General-
ized System of  Preferences (GSP) and 
Miscellaneous Tariff  Bill (MTB) – 
two key programs which improve our 
competitiveness. 

Both programs will expire at the 
end of  the year absent prompt action 
by Congress. Renewing these pro-
grams, which have enjoyed biparti-
san support, will reduce costs and 
uncertainty for American businesses 
as they continue to grapple with the 
effects of  COVID.

GSP benefits all Americans by pro-
moting economic growth in develop-
ing countries while also providing 
a tool for the U.S. to encourage good 
practices like protecting intellectual 
property, providing reasonable mar-
ket access to U.S. exports, and treat-
ing U.S. investors fairly. Letting GSP 
lapse would raise the average tariff  
by 3.5 percent for small businesses in 
Nebraska while decreasing our lever-
age to ensure developing nations are 
raising standards and playing fairly 
in the global marketplace.

MTB allows for a process to waive 
tariffs on inputs for domestic manu-
facturing which cannot be sourced 
domestically. This helps our manu-
facturers and promotes American 

competitiveness. 
According to the National Associa-

tion of  Manufacturers, renewal of  a 
comprehensive MTB by the end of  
this year could eliminate more than 
$1.5 billion worth of  tariffs on prod-
ucts not made or available in the U.S. 
That is money which U.S. manufac-
turers can invest in their facilities 
and workforce. 

We also know American businesses 
and agriculture depend on foreign 
markets to grow. President Trump 
understands that and has made it a 
priority by negotiating and signing 
the United States-Mexico-Canada 
(USMCA), and Phase One deals with 
China and Japan. 

His administration also is making 
significant headway in comprehen-
sive negotiations with the United 
Kingdom and Kenya, and has agreed 
to mini deals which address barriers 
we face in other markets. As a result, 
entire sectors of  the U.S. economy, 
including agriculture, gained access 
to markets they had been barred from 
for years.

The significant progress we made 
in the past four years should be a 
blueprint for future trade opportuni-
ties that benefit American businesses, 
agriculture, and consumers. Moving 
forward, we need to continue the 
outstanding work President Trump 
and his administration have done on 
trade. We must take advantage of  this 
momentum and not leave anything on 
the table. 

Through my position on the Ways 
and Means Committee, I will always 
continue searching for new markets 
for Nebraska products and pushing 
to reduce barriers our exporters face 
in foreign markets so U.S. farmers, 
ranchers, manufacturers, and ser-
vice providers can compete and win 
around the world.

Let’s keep trade rolling forward

It seems that nothing ever 
changes when it comes to hawk-
ing insurance to fill the gaps in 
Medicare coverage for seniors. 
The fervent sales pitches, the 
misinformation, and the incom-
plete and deceptive information 
continue to proliferate.

For the last several weeks I’ve 
heard ad after ad, particularly 

on the TV 
news 
shows, urg-
ing older 
viewers 
to call 800 
numbers 
to learn 
about the 
latest and 
greatest 
Medicare 
Advantage 
(MA) plans.  
Retired 
football 
star Joe 
Namath 
says you 
need to “get 
everything 
you’re 
entitled to.”  

Namath rattles off  a bunch of  
extra benefits MA plans offer – 
dental, vision, hearing, prescrip-
tion drug coverage – “all at no 
extra cost.” He urges viewers to 
“call the number on your screen 
now. It’s free.”

Misleading sales
pitches for Medicare

Advantage plans
are everywhere

See SALES, Page Eight
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REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

ing
Smile, even though it’s 

breaking
When there are clouds in 

the sky
You’ll get by...

If  you smile
Through your fear and 

sorrow
Smile and maybe tomor-

row
You’ll see the sun come 

shining through for you

Light up your face with 
gladness

Hide every trace of  sadness
Although a tear may be 

ever so near

That’s the time you must 
keep on trying

Smile, what’s the use of  
crying

You’ll find that life is still 
worthwhile

If  you just smile

Without a doubt, a smile is 
worth more than a thousand 
words, conveying to others 
that it’s just not enough to 
be alive. You have to keep 
on living regardless of  the 
times. 

So, this holiday season, 
count your blessings. There 
are many, even though we 
all wish life would return 
to the way it was before the 
pandemic. 

With a sincere smile, I 
thank you for reading this 
column, my 35th, and The 
Elgin Review co-publishers, 
Dennis and Lynell Morgan, 
for printing it in our award-
winning local newspaper. 

All good wishes for a 
Merry, Merry Christmas 
and happiness in the new 
year. Be safe. Stay well. Find 
joy. And SMILE. 

Comments welcome at jane.
schuchardt@gmail.com. 

From Page Four
Talk

“Write a story for me.” I 
suggested. “At the top of  your 
page write, ‘Molly: Living the 
Life God Dreams for Me in 
2030.’ Write whatever you can 
imagine for yourself  ten years 
from now. God created you 
beautiful and dreams for you 
good things.” She looked at me 

sideways 
and 
doubtful. 
“There 
are no 
wrong 
or right 
answers, 
just 
dream.” 
She had 
almost 
smiled a 
minute 
earlier 
and the 
tiniest 
slivers 
of  light 
tip-toed 
toward 
dancing 
in her 

eyes, before retreating again 
into the shadows.  

Molly was in jail when I 
first started meeting with the 
women there last year at this 
time. 

Then she was gone and I lost 
track of  her. She came back a 
few months later, years older, 
far too many lived nightmares 
sadder. 

Her eyes were empty. I hope 
writing a story about her 
future-self  in happy, healthy 
circumstances will kindle 
some dreams within her. I pray 
writing may ignite in her a 
small spark of  hope. 

The Gospel of  John doesn’t 
tell the Christmas Story the 
way Luke and Matthew do with 
a baby Jesus and full casts of  
characters. The “Christmas 
Story” in John’s Gospel starts 

“Lighting the Way”
with life and light. 

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was 
the light of  all people.

The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. (John 1:1-5 New 
Revised Standard Version).

Mercifully, most of  us have 
not experienced the kind of  
darkness Molly has in her 
quarter century of  life. But all 
of  us have known some long, 
hard seasons when we haven’t 
been sure how things would 
turn out nor when or if  they’d 
turn around right. It’s hard to 
dream dreams when we can’t 
see even a glimmer of  hope. 

Advent, the four-week season 
of  the church year leading 
up to Christmas falls when 
the northern hemisphere is 
darkest. 

December days are short 
and nights are long. We string 
twinkling lights on lamp posts 
and trees and bushes and from 
the eves of  our houses and 
bring them inside to brighten 
our surroundings against the 
winter gloom. 

But if  the light of  life has 
grown dim in our eyes from 
causes outside or within us, 
twinkle lights on the lawn or 
on a tree probably won’t have 
enough wattage to help us see 
our way clear to a healthier, 
happier future. 

For deep darkness we need 
the kind of  light that cannot be 
overcome. For deep darkness 
we need the one whom God 
sent as Word and Way and 
Truth and Light. The one 
who became Love in flesh 

and blood and lives with us 
whether we’re in our own 
worst nightmares or living the 
dream. We need the one who 
won’t ever abandon us, who 
promises always to shine a 
light by which we can see our 
way safely home.

*****
If  the light within you has 

grown dim, if  the light in 
you burns brightly, no matter 
who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome to seek and to share 
Christ’s light with us at Park 
Congregational United Church 
of  Christ. 

We’re worshipping on Zoom 
right now at 9:15 Sunday 
mornings. 

Reach out to me and I’ll let 
you know how to connect. 
Beckyzmcneil@gmail.com 
402.540.5615.

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
The Elgin Review

It Pays to Advertise!
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ELGIN — Three starters 
from last year’s team give 
Wolfpack boys basketball fans 
a reason to be optimistic about 
the season ahead.

Coach Michael Becker 
said the team has a strong 
nucleus to build around as 
Paiton Hoefer, Jack Wemhoff  
and Colton Wright played big 
roles in the team improving 
their won/loss record to 10-14, 
winning six of  their last 10 
games last season.

Hoefer, a sophomore. led the 
team in scoring last season 
with 246 points (10.3 points per 
game).

Colton Wright, a junior, 
was a force in the paint for 
EPPJ. He pulled down a team-
high 120 rebounds last season 
and was third on the team in 
scoring.

A sophomore, Wemhoff  led 
the team in assists with 79 and 
in steals with 40.

There’s every reason to 
believe, barring injury, that 
the threesome will improve in 
every aspect of  their game for 
the Wolfpack.

They will need to as there’s 
not a wealth of  varsity 
experience on the rest of  the 
roster.

Sophomore Austin Good is 
the only other player on this 
year’s team who saw extensive 
action last year. The long-range 

ELGIN — For new Wolfpack 
wrestling coach Mike Zegers, the 
2020-21 wrestling season offers new 
challenges.

Like other wrestling programs 

ELGIN — “We have a good 
core of  kids coming back from 
last year’s team.”

When Coach Randy 
Eisenhauer says that, it means 
the Wolfpack girls basketball 
team has a large number of  
athletic, talented players on the 
roster.

“We have three seniors and 
one junior on the team and the 
rest will be underclassmen,” 
the longtime coach said about 
the Wolfpack.

Two of  the three seniors 
on the team have a wealth of  
experience. 

Ally Selting, a 5’5” senior 
sharpshooter, averaged nearly 
nine points per game as the 
Wolfpack compiled a 13-10 
record. She led the team in 
steals with 96.

Krebs saw her junior year 
cut short with a knee injury in 
a December game. 

She’s back and ready for a 
stellar senior campaign. Before 
she was injured last season 
she was well on her way to 
averaging double figures in 
scoring and, at the other end of  
the court, is one of  the team’s 

Boys basketball team working hard as new season beckons

sharpshooter, in limited action, 
made nine of  36 treys (25 
percent).

“The biggest challenges we 
will face,” Becker said, “will 
be continuing to develop our 
younger players throughout 
the year to be able to have some 

depth, especially early on.”
There are just two seniors 

on the team (Layne Bullock 
and Jordan Lindgren). Bullock 
missed last season with a 
football injury and Lindgren 
saw very limited action.

Sophomores on the squad 

this year include Camryn 
Pelster, Ethan Hinkle, David 
Durre and Corbin Kinney.

New to the team this year 
are freshmen Myles Kittelson, 
Blake Henn, Brian Heithoff, 
Nick Anderson, Dylon Lueking 
and Gage Thiessen.

“We do have more size 
than we have had in the past 
so hopefully that will be an 
advantage for us in a lot of  
games,” Coach Becker said.

The Wolfpack will open the 
season Thursday night on 
the road at Riverside (Cedar 

Rapids), then play their home 
opener Friday night against 
Niobrara-Verdigre. On Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, they will be at home to 
play Neligh-Oakdale. All games 
on the schedule are subject 
to change due to the current 
pandemic.

Upperclassmen
ready to lead 
EPPJ girls to 
new heights

best defenders and rebounders. 
She is the tallest player on the 
team at 5’9”.

Senior Theanna Dunn went 
down with a knee injury 
last season and continues to 
recover.

The other returning starter 
from last year is junior point 
guard Kaylee Ramold. She was 
third on the team in assists last 

season, numbers which should 
go up this season.

The rest of  the team is 
composed of  four sophomores 
and five freshmen. 

A pair of  sophomores 
who saw plenty of  action 
as freshmen last season are 
Taylynne Charf  and Skyler 
Meis. They each scored 146 
points last season and should 

make a bigger impact this year. 
Meis led the team in rebounds 
ith 137 last year. Charf  dished 
out 53 assists, second on the 
team one year ago.

Another sophomore, Emma 
Lea Ruterbories came off  
the bench to provide quality 
minutes. The other sophomore 
is Grace Mace.

Five talented freshmen are 

Keyera Eisenhauer, Baylee 
Busteed, Ashlynne Charf, 
Brenna Martinsen and Elise 
Ruterbories.

“We will look to get up and 
down the floor as quick as 
possible and look to play a lot 
of  kids,” Coach Eisenhauer 
said. 

“(The) majority of  the 
underclassmen will be able 

to help us in some way 
throughout the year.”

The season begins Thursday 
night at Riverside (Cedar 
Rapids). 

The home opener will be 
Friday night, Dec. 4, against 
Niobrara-Verdigre. 

All games this season are 
subject to change due to the 
pandemic.

across the state, the season has many 
question marks due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. And, like other programs, 
Coach Zegers can only control what 
he can control and the rest will take 

Wolfpack wrestling team numbers up for start of season Saturday
care of  itself. Zegers replaces Trey 
Rossman who coached EPPJ for three 
years before accepting a coaching 
position at Ravenna.

Zegers, an assistant coach for EPPJ 

Coach Doug Jones several years 
ago, returns to Elgin to guide the 
Wolfpack. Having shown the way to 
state for many Wolfpack wrestlers in 
past years, Zegers hopes to return the 
Wolfpack colors back to state. Last 
season the Wolfpack had just one state 
qualifier, senior Luke Henn.

“We’re going to work hard to get 
where we want to be,” Zegers said 
about the season ahead. While the 
team may not have any seniors, they 
do have a number of  wrestlers out 
for the sport, more than in previous 
years.

Leading the way for the Wolfpack 
is sophomore letter winner Carter 
Beckman. Wrestling at 106 pounds 
last season, Beckman just missed out 
on a trip to state, finishing fifth at the 
district meet in Plainview. Beckman 
posted 25 victories last season, 19 by 
pin.

The other returning letter winner 
is Cale Kinney who, due to a football 
injury, won’t be able to compete this 

season.
Other wrestlers on the team this 

year are:
• 132 pounds — River Romej
• 138 pounds — Dylon Parks 
• 145 pounds — Thomas Warnke
• 182 pounds — Samuel Hemenway
This year there are three girls out 

for wrestling. They are:
• 113 pounds — Kali Dworak
• 138 or 145 pounds — Kadence 

Dworak and Isabelle Smidt
Zegers, under quarantine due to 

COVID, said assistant coach Adam 
Veik has been working with the 
athletes since winter sports practice 
started.

“The kids are trying hard,” Zegers 
said. “I’m optimistic the season will 
happen as of  now.” He said some 
schools will utilize two gyms to hold 
tournaments this year.

This season promises to be unlike 
any other. The first meet of  the season 
will be the Howells-Dodge Invite on 
Saturday.

Five Wolfpack volleyball players were recognized for their play this 
season by The Omaha World-Herald. All-state teams were announced 
Sunday. Receiving honorable mention in Class D1 were Wolfpack standouts 
Ashlynne Charf, Taylynne Charf, Lexi Bode, Ally Selting and Kirsten 
Krebs. They and the other members of  the Wolfpack volleyball team 
compiled a 19-10 record during the regular season.

A number of  players from Chambers/Wheeler Central earned 
postseason recognition in Class D2. Senior Morgan Ramsey led selections 
to the Class D2 first team. She was joined by Karli Heidemann and Addison 
Heidemann, Diller-Odell; Erison Vonderschmidt, FCSH; Karley Heimes, 
Wynot, Allison Weidner, HSF; and Jayce Widener, Maywood-Hayes Center.

Named to the second team were seniors Tessa Metschke and Ryann 
Haburchak.Receiving honorable mention were Hadlee Rudloff, Dalli 
Anders and Cambrea Vogel.

EPPJ, CWC earn OWH recognition

The Wolfpack girls basketball team members are (front row, l-r): Taylynne Charf, Ally Selting, Kirsten Krebs, Theanna Dunn, Kaylee Ramold and Skyler Meis. Back row: Elise 
Ruterbories, Emma Lea Ruterbories, Grace Mace, Brenna Martinsen, Ashlynne Charf, Keyera Eisenhauer and Baylee Busteed. E-R photo

The Wolfpack boys basketball team members are (front row, l-r): Dylon Lueking, Colton Wright, Layne Bullock, Jordan Lindgren, Nick Anderson and Gage Thiessen. Back row: 
Ethan Hinkle, Paiton Hoefer, Blake Henn, David Durre, Myles Kittelson, Austin Good, Camryn Pelster and Jack Wemhoff. Not pictured: Corbin Kinney and Brian Heithoff. E-R 
photo

Wrestling for Wolfpack this season are (front row, l-r): Isabelle Smidt, Kali Dworak and Kadence Dworak. Back row: Dylon 
Parks, Samuel Hemenway, River Romej, Thomas Warnke and Carter Beckman. Not pictured: Cale Kinney. E-R photo
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Notice — SunVest Solar, Inc.

These are new benefits the government has allowed private 
insurers to sell in the hope of  getting more seniors to leave tradi-
tional Medicare in favor of  a privatized system.  By transferring 
more costs to seniors, the government saves money.

Another commercial promises “free eyeglasses and free rides,” 
presumably to doctors’ offices.  Yet another tells viewers they 
“may qualify” to get $144 added back to their Social Security 
benefits. The Medicare Part B premium for 2021 is $148.50, which 
is, presumably, what the commercial promises to save those who 
choose the privatized system.

I suspected those ads were misleading and deceptive come-ons, 
designed to persuade listeners to make the call.  So I made some 
calls.  The 800 numbers lead to an insurance brokerage firm or 
agency that apparently has a network of  licensed agents located 
around the country.  Callers are asked to give their zip code and 
then are transferred to an agent who can give the “free benefits” 
review.

I have heard close to 100 Medicare sales pitches over the years 
and know that those free consultations are meant to result in a 
sale whether or not the senior needs the insurance or is really 
getting a better plan.

Seldom is there any talk about making sure people are covered 
for the huge amounts doctors and hospitals sometimes charge 
that Medicare doesn’t cover.  What are the trade-offs, for example, 
between buying an MA plan, which pays those charges after you 
satisfy a large annual out of  pocket maximum – next year $6,700 
per person – or buying a traditional Medigap insurance supple-
ment Plan G, which covers those charges right away? A couple 
with Medicare Advantage could pay as much as $13,400 a year 
before their plan would pay for anything.

With so many choices, what’s a consumer to do?  I rang up Bon-
nie Burns, one of  the best Medicare consumer advocates in the 
country, for advice. 

“It’s just too complicated,” she said. “No wonder people throw 
up their hands.  That’s why people sign up for an Advantage plan 
with little or no premium and find out what the costs really are 
as they use benefits through the year.”  She added, “It would be so 
much easier if  Medicare Advantage plans and drug plans were 
standardized so people could figure this out.”

Congress’ decision not to standardize Advantage plans or 
drug plans has resulted in today’s chaotic marketplace. Con-
gress wanted to allow every insurer in the universe to throw 
something out there so the companies could make money and 
could (https://harpers.org/archive/2016/11/dont-touch-my-medi-
care/2/) entice more people to leave the traditional Medicare 
program.  The goal was to reduce the costs to the program, all the 
while side-stepping any action to control run-away medical costs.

Note that Congress did standardize Medicare supplement poli-
cies – known as Medigap policies – in the early 1990s because that 
market was as chaotic and misleading then as the MA market 
is today.  I like to think of  that action as the high-water mark of  
consumer protection, and I have no illusions that anything like it 
will happen again anytime soon.

One final bit of  crucial advice is missing in today’s ads.  Even 
after you enroll in an MA plan, perhaps enticed by a few dollars 
in savings for a pair of  glasses, you can return to traditional 
Medicare in the future. But in all but four states – New York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine – state laws prohibit you 
from buying a Medigap supplement without an insurer scrutiniz-
ing your health status.

If  you have developed a preexisting condition, you may be in-
eligible for a Medigap policy. I’ve met many people over the years 
who bought an Advantage plan, got sick, and needed to go to out 
of  network for treatment.  They learned the hard way they were 
shut out of  the Medigap market for good. 

*****
What choices have you made for covering Medicare’s gaps?   

Write to Trudy at trudy.lieberman@gmail.com.

From Page Four
Sales

Notice of Availability of an 
Environmental Assessment
SunVest Solar, Inc. has filed 

an application for financial as-
sistance with the USDA, Rural 
Development (USDA). Notice is 
hereby given that the USDA, as 

required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, is issuing 
an environmental assessment 
(EA). The proposal is for install-
ing a 1.84 MW solar array on 
an approximately 30-acre site 
located approximately 5 miles 

west of Elgin. Some tree clear-
ing and grading will be required 
on the site. Disturbed areas will 
be revegetated with native seed 
mix.

Rabe Consulting prepared an 
EA for USDA and determined 
that no mitigation measures are 
needed. USDA has conducted 
an independent evaluation of 
the EA and believes that it ac-
curately assesses the impacts of 
the proposed project. No signifi-
cant impacts are expected as a 
result of the construction of the 
project. For a copy of the Envi-
ronmental Assessment or further 
information contact Jeff Carpen-
ter, Rural Development Energy 
Coordinator, USDA Rural De-
velopment, 100 Centennial Mall 

North, Suite 308, Lincoln, NE 
68508, (402) 437-5554, jeff.car-
penter@usda.gov. USDA will ac-
cept questions and comments on 
the environmental assessment 
for 14 days from the date of pub-
lication of this notice.

Any final action by USDA relat-
ed to the proposed project will be 
subject to, and contingent upon, 
compliance with all relevant Fed-
eral environmental laws and reg-
ulations and completion of envi-
ronmental review procedures as 
prescribed by 7 CFR Part 1970, 
Environmental Policies and Pro-
cedures.

A general location map of the 
proposed site is shown below.
PUBLISH: December 2, 2020
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

A Pope John tradition going back for as long as I can 
remember, grocery sales has been one of  the biggest fundraisers 
to support our school and our local grocery stores. With the 
participation of  the grocery stores in Elgin, Petersburg, Neligh, 
and Clearwater, people all around the community get to purchase 
grocery certificates for any one of  these great stores. After easily 
reaching our school goal of  $100,000 last year, the student council 
decided to raise our goal to $125,000. Students between 7th and 
12th grade went out selling certificates to parents, grandparents, 
neighbors, friends, and more to reach our goal. Within a two 
week time period, the Pope John students were able to reach 

their grocery sale goal plus some. And 
as a reward for their hard work, a trip to 
Norfolk for an afternoon of  bowling was in 
store. 

Like I said earlier, the students last year 
also made the grocery sale goal. But due to 
weather, the bowling trip was postponed to 
the day before Easter break. However, our 
school had turned into E-learning in March 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Not 
only were the sports and other activities 
cancelled, but so was our well-deserved 
bowling trip, meaning that this year’s 
bowling trip was even more special and we 
were fortunate to even get the chance to go 
bowling. 

Our bowling trip was a bit different this 
year with the coronavirus restrictions. 
For starters, our bowling was reserved for 
the afternoon rather than the morning 
like previous years and we ate at school 
before we left for bowling instead of  each 

class choosing a place to eat in Norfolk. Another difference of  
past years was the mask mandate. Of  course, none of  us enjoy 
wearing masks, but if  wearing a mask means I get to stay in 
school and go to activities like bowling, I will. Plus after months 
of  wearing a mask for many hours of  the day, it starts to become 
more tolerable. 

After sitting on a bus for what seems like forever, especially 
with boys screaming at each other about a video game on their 
phone, we finally rolled up to the bowling alley and divided into 
our designated lanes. In my group, I had my classmates Ashtyn, 
Kirsten, Marissa, and I and let’s just say it was an interesting 
group of  girls to watch bowl. 

The first bowler up was Marissa. She grabbed the orange 
8-pound ball walked up to the lane and let go. We all watched the 
ball slowly turn to the left and into the gutter. This went on for a 
while but after a few tries, her precision improved and she even 
got a few strikes, ending up with second place out of  our lane. 
Our second bowler up was Kirsten. Not only is she a stud athlete 
on the volleyball and basketball court, she even is a rockstar at 
the bowling alley. She bowled with ease and had multiple strikes 
in a row, and when it wasn’t a strike, it was a spare. She was by 
far the best bowler out of  our lane. Our third and probably least 
focused bowler was Ashtyn. Although she wasn’t the best bowler, 
especially with her long nails catching on the ball, after every 
shot, she was laughing at her epic fail, only making the bowling 
more fun. And the final bowler was me. I had a pretty strong 
start with multiple strikes and spares, but my bowling game 
left as quickly as it came. By the end of  the game, I was doing 
more trick shots than actual bowling alongside Ashtyn. I even 
discovered than I am better at bowling with my left hand than my 

COVID bowling anyone?

See BOWLING, Page 11
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Support Your 
Hometown Merchants!

Area News

Boone County Health Center was one of  just ten hospitals 
in the state to be named for providing an excellent patient 
experience, achieving the highest 5-star rating from Becker’s 

Hospital Review.
These ratings are based on the publically 

available Hospital Consumer Assessment of  
Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) 
scores. 

HCAHPS are the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) patient satisfaction 
surveys.

“Our patients are at the center of  everything 
we do at Boone County Health Center. I’m glad to see, with 
this survey and award, that our patients are experiencing 
the benefits of  our efforts when they receive care at Boone 
County Health Center,” said Cindy Lesiak, VP of  Patient 
Services.

Hospital recognized for 
‘Excellent’ patient experience

Obituary

Alfreda M. Pelster, 102, for-
merly of  Bartlett, NE passed 
away Sunday, November 29, 
2020 at Arbor Care Center, 
Neligh, NE.

A Private Mass of  Christian 
Burial will be at St. Boniface 

Church in 
Elgin, NE with 
Rev. Patrick Mo-
ser officiating. 
Interment will 
follow in the 
parish cemetery. 
A public visita-
tion will be 5-7 
p.m. Thursday 
at the church 
with a 7:00 p.m. 

wake service. 
Due to Covid-19 precautions, 

the family will not be present 
for the visitation. Current 
Covid-19 DHM’s in effect, in-

cluding social distancing, will 
be followed at the visitation. 
It would be appreciated by the 
family that all in attendance 
wear a mask. Levander Fu-
neral Home of  Elgin, NE is in 
charge of  arrangements. 

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.levanderfu-
neralhome.com

*****
Alfreda Marie Pelster, daugh-

ter of  Joe and Anna (Preusser) 
Klein was born on June 14, 
1918 at Groom, TX.  

The family moved to Ne-
braska when she was three 
months old.  Alfreda attended 
school at St. John Berchman’s 
School in Raeville, NE thru the 
eighth grade.  She then worked 
in Omaha as a housemaid for 
several years before returning 
to Elgin, NE area. 

On November 27, 1945 Alfre-
da was united in marriage to 
Wilfrid B. Pelster at St. Bon-
aventure Catholic Church in 
Raeville, NE.  The couple lived 
south of  Elgin for a year before 
moving to their ranch west of  
Elgin.  She worked as a home-
maker, raised their children, 
and cooked for all the hired 
help.

Alfreda was a member of  St 
Boniface Catholic Church and 
St. Boniface Christian Mothers.  
She was also a member of  the 
Neighborhood Club, and the 
Scattered Neighbors card club

Alfreda is survived by five 
children: Kenneth (Carol) 
Pelster of  Bartlett, NE; Karen 
Poellot of  South Sioux City, 
NE; Jean (Donald) Melcher of  
Page, NE: Sandra (Ed) Moser of  
Clearwater, NE; Daniel Pelster 

of  Bartlett, NE; David’s special 
friend Linda Schindler of  Bar-
tlett, NE; 22 grandchildren; 28 
great-grandchildren; one great-
great-grandchild; two sisters: 
Reola Pelster of  Petersburg, 
NE; Betty Mannlein of  Albion, 
NE; one sister-in-law: Lucille 
Jillson; along with nieces, 
nephews, many other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband 
Wilfrid on August 16, 1969; son 
David Pelster, grandson Jay 
Dee Melcher; son-in-law John 
Poellot; one great-grandson 
Corbin James Pelster; two 
brothers: John Klein and Al-
phonse Klein; six sisters: Rosie 
Stuhr, Dorothy Klein, Loretta 
Schmitz, Ruth Nelleson, Arlene 
Jochum and Delores Bode.

Alfreda M. Pelster, 102
She and her husband Wilfrid lived for many years on a ranch west of Elgin.

Three members of  the Ne-
braska Corn Development, Uti-
lization and Marketing Board, 
also known as the Nebraska 
Corn Board, will expire June 
30, 2021, and Nebraska’s corn 
checkoff  program is seeking 
candidates to petition for those 

Nebraska Corn Board seeks candidates for vacancies
districts. The open positions 
represent Districts 6, 7 and 8.

Of  the three districts, Dis-
trict 7 includes the counties of  
Boyd, Holt, Antelope, Garfield, 
Wheeler, Boone, Platte, Val-
ley, Greeley and Nance. (Note: 
David Merrell, the current Dis-

trict 7 director, has indicated 
he will not pursue re-appoint-
ment.)

“Through my years serving 
on the Nebraska Corn Board, I 
was able to take an active role 
in shaping demand opportuni-
ties and adding value to our 
state’s corn industry,” said 
David Merrell, current District 
7 director and farmer from St. 
Edward. 

Appointments to the board 
for these three district direc-
tors are made by the Governor 
of  Nebraska. Any candidate 
seeking appointment may place 
his or her name on the candi-
dacy list by filing a petition 
with the Nebraska Corn Board. 
Qualified candidates include 
those individuals who are citi-

zens of  Nebraska, are at least 
21 years old, have been actively 
engaged in growing corn in 
Nebraska for a period of  five 
years and derive a substantial 
portion of  their income from 
growing corn. Board members 
who currently represent these 
districts are also eligible to re-
petition. Petitions may be ob-
tained by writing the Nebraska 
Corn Board (P.O. Box 95107, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-5107), by 
calling 800-632-6761 or emailing 
nikki.bentzinger@nebraska.
gov. A candidacy petition must 
carry the signatures of  at least 
50 corn producers from that 
district. All petitions must be 
received by the Nebraska Corn 
Board no later than 5 p.m. CDT 
on Friday, May 21, 2021.  

baking terminology used to describe their work. 
Words like ganache, compote, mascarpone, and sable remain 

foreign to me, and sadly they don’t include subtitles. 
Yet, for some reason, I continue to watch these shows, wait-

ing to see the final product, waiting to hear the expert’s review. I 
watch with anticipation as each critique takes a bite, followed by 
a moan of  delight, as they ingest the freshly baked goodie. 

It was directly after watching one of  these shows that I found 
myself  at the One-Stop buying a candy bar; I then understood my 
love for holiday baking shows has nothing to do with the process 
of  baking, but rather my love for the idea of  eating the sweets. 

Thank goodness, speech season will soon begin to fill my down-
time once again, as speech season is definitely a much healthier 
alternative than all holiday baking shows that have currently 
been filling time and my stomach.   

From Page Five
World
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right. 
I will admit that I am not a 

good bowler, but it had to be 
one of  the best times I have 
had in a while. 

In fact, a few of  us were 
playing around with the idea 
of  starting our own bowling 
league team. 

Wouldn’t that be a sight! But 
I will definitely try to make an 
effort to go bowling more with 
my friends, and maybe we can 
grow to become some decent 
bowlers. 

Nevertheless, I am glad 
that we were able to safely 
enjoy our bowling trip right 
before school was out for 
Thanksgiving despite the many 
challenges we face now.

From Page Eight
Bowling

they’re making plans. 
Other critical access hospitals have been doing the same. 

The Vice President of  Clinic Services at Boone County 
Health Center, Kristie Stricklin, said it’s taken “lots and lots 
of  planning.” They created a respirato-
ry clinic in their 25-bed critical access 
hospital for COVID-19 patients. Both 
hospitals have satellite clinics as well 
that have all taken their own amount 
of  planning. 

There’s also an added risk of  those 
in rural communities needing hospitalization. The Journal 
of  Rural Health published that 50% of  rural residents are at 
high risk for hospitalization rather than 46.9% and 40% in 
micropolitan and metropolitan areas, respectively. 

Osborn said she’s seen a shift in local reaction to precau-
tions like masks but that there’s still so much doubt. 

“I don’t live in fear, but I acknowledge that it’s there, and 
I’m going to do what’s safe,” she said. “I just wish people 
would take it more seriously.”

From Page One
Strained



• Free Estimates 
• Auto Body Repair
• Rock Chip Repair 
• Glass Replacement

518 S. 2nd Street
Elgin, NE  68636

BODY &
GLASS

Judsen Sehi
402.843.2418 judd311@gmail.com

Elgin
Like us on 
facebook

elginbodyandglass

• Paintless 
  Dent 
  Repair

Don’t 
ignore that 

chip or crack!

Rock damage, a close encounter  
    with deer, racoons or another 
        car?   See me 

for a FREE 
ESTIMATE!

A little rock 
can quickly 
become a 
BIG 
problem.

PROOFPROOF
PROOF
PROOF
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The Homestead Service Coordinator’s office has been offering 
Medicare Prescription Drug Plan counseling and enrollment. 

Open Enrollment ends on Monday, December 7. 
Seniors who haven’t yet should check their drug plans before 

it’s too late.  
Plans premiums, deductibles and copays can change each year, 

and cost differences may be significant so please check your 
coverage. 

Appointments can be made by calling Connie Dvorak at 
(402)843-2389 or (402)843-8769. 

Seniors take note - Medicare open 
enrollment ends December 7


