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In Brief

Public Notices

Weather

 Date High Low Prec
Sept. 15 84 64 .07
Sept. 16 81 65 .00
Sept. 17 86 66 .02
Sept. 18 84 64 .00
Sept. 19 85 51 .00
Sept. 20 87 60 .00
Sept. 21 83 60 .00
Total for last week  0.09
Total for September  0.09 
Total precipitation 2024  18.65

The high temperature last week 
was 87 degrees recorded on Septem-
ber 20. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 51 degrees recorded 
on September 19. Just 0.09 of an inch 
of precipitation was recorded last 
week. Following are the high and 
low temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, as recorded by Elgin weath-
er observer Leonard Orlowski.

U.S. Senator Deb Fischer (R-Neb.) 
announced last week that her staff 
will hold local office hours for constit-
uents in Antelope, Wheeler, Blaine, 
Garfield, Wheeler and Pierce Counties 
on Thursday, September 26, 2024. 

These office hours serve as a conve-
nient opportunity for constituents to 
speak in person directly with Senator 
Fischer’s staff to receive help with 
casework and other issues at the feder-
al level.

Vaughan Wehr Fischer, Senator 
Fischer’s Director of Outreach – 
Northeast Nebraska, will hold local 
office hours at the times and locations 
below:

Wheeler County Courthouse, 301 3rd 
St, Bartlett — Noon to 1 p.m.

Antelope County — Elgin Public 
Library, 503 S Second St — 1:30 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m.

Contact Senator Fischer’s Omaha 
office at (402) 391-3411 with any ques-
tions.

Date set for
EPS’ Donuts

with Dads event
In the school gymnasium.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:
Notice of Tax Exempt Properties — Ante-

lope County
Notice — Estate of Joan Schindler 
Notice — State Ag Lands (Antelope 

County).
Notice of Meetings — Antelope County 

Board of Commissioners
Notice of Meeting — Antelope County 

Board of Equalization
Proceedings — Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners
The Elgin Review is the official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Antelope County Historical 
Society, Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn Natural 
Resources District, the State of Nebraska, the City 
of Elgin and Elgin School District #18.

Editor’s note — Boone County Health 
Center shared a letter they recently 
received from former Elgin resident Sara 
Getzfred.

Boone County Health Center (BCHC) 
recently received a touching message of 
appreciation from Sara (Getzfred) Mor-
ris, a Registered Nurse and Director of 
Emergency Services at Bryan Medical 
Center in Lincoln. Sara expressed her 
deep gratitude for the exceptional care 
provided to her parents, particularly 
by Dr. Travis, Tammy Bode, and Maria 
Kinney.

Sara shared her sincere appreciation 
for Dr. Travis, reflecting on the sig-
nificant impact he had on her family’s 
lives, especially during the recent 
passing of her father. “From the bottom 
of my heart, I am so thankful that Dr. 
Travis has been a part of my parents’ 
lives,” Sara wrote. She was moved by 
the fact that Dr. Travis, despite his busy 
schedule, took the time to attend her 
father’s wake. “Even two days later, my 
mom was still saying, ‘Wasn’t it so nice 
of Dr. Travis to come?’”

Sara, as a nurse herself, also high-
lighted how Dr. Travis went above and 
beyond when it came to handling her fa-
ther’s medical needs. After signing her 
father’s death certificate, an additional 
diagnosis needed to be added. Despite 

A time to say ‘thanks’ for wonderful care
For exceptional care provided in the past to the parents of Sara (Getzfred) Morris

being on vacation, Dr. Travis ensured 
that the necessary paperwork was com-
pleted promptly, providing comfort and 
peace of mind to Sara’s family.

Sara also expressed gratitude for 
Tammy Bode and Maria Kinney, two 
BCHC nurses who played pivotal roles 
in her father’s care. Tammy’s profes-
sionalism during ambulance rides to 
Bryan and Maria’s ability to connect 

with Sara’s father in his final months 
were invaluable. “Maria was my life-
saver the last few months. Sometimes 
my dad wouldn’t like to hear my sugges-
tions, but when Maria suggested it to 
him, he would listen.”

In her heartfelt message, Sara noted 
that not every rural town in Nebraska 
is as fortunate as Elgin to have such 
outstanding care close to home. Her 

words remind us of the deep impact 
that dedicated medical professionals 
can have on the lives of their patients 
and their families.

At Boone County Health Center, we 
are honored to serve the Elgin area and 
grateful for the trust placed in us by 
our community. Thank you, Sara, for 
sharing your story and for your kind 
words.

Wheeler, Antelope
counties to host

Fischer staff
On Thursday, September 26.

Back by popular demand, Elgin Pub-
lic Schools will again hold a “Donuts 
For Dads”. Elementary students at the 
school are encouraged to have their 
father join them in the gymnasium on 
Friday morning, October 4, for juice, 
milk, donuts and some reading time 
before school. 

If dad can’t attend, students are 
encouraged to find a substitute for the 
activity which will begin at 7:30 a.m.

Recently, the family of the late Jim Getzfred recognized the care provided by Boone County Health Center. Family members 
shown (l-r) are Travis Morris, Sara (Getzfred) Morris, McKenna Morris, Betty Getzfred, Cael Morris, the late Jim Getzfred, Ayden 
Furstenau, Alayna Furstenau, Megan (Getzfred) Furstenau, Ava Furstenau and Kent Furstenau. Photo submitted

Fall means high school foot-
ball for most communities across 
Nebraska, and Troopers with the 
Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) will 
once again be active.

“Friday Night Lights” is a spe-
cial effort to raise awareness for 
the need to wear your seat belt and 
avoid distracted driving. 

Elgin Field will host Friday 
Nights Lights this Friday, Sept.27, 
when the Creighton Bulldogs come 
to town to face the 3-1 EPPJ Wolf-
pack. State Trooper Ray Johnson 
will be on hand, parking near the 
main entry gate. He will be there 
from the start of the game (7 p.m.) 
to halftime. 

A tee shirt launcher will be busy 
sending shirts towards fans be-
tween the first and second quarter/ 
at halftime.

According to information first 
released by NSP, the program 
provides information designed to 
reduce serious injury and fatality 
crashes involving teen drivers by 
providing them firsthand knowl-
edge of what can happen when you 
don’t buckle up.

‘Friday Night
Lights’ coming
to Elgin Field

The Upper Elkhorn NRD will be 
taking applications for the expansion 
of new groundwater irrigated acres 
during the month of October for the 
2025 growing season.  

There will be up to 150 new ground-
water irrigated acres allotted for 
the purpose of increasing irrigation 
efficiency.  The focus of the 2024 sign up 
will be the same as last year, to finish 
off pivots with 15 acres or less that have 
to reverse due to an obstruction not al-
lowing the pivot to complete the circle.  

The sign up is not on a first come first 
served basis; but, based on a ranking 
criteria sheet that focuses on current 
water quality and quantity concerns 
within the district.  Applications will 
be accepted from the landowner or 
their power of attorney from October 
1 through October 31, 2024 by appoint-
ment.  

UENRD to do
acre expansion

sign-up in October

See UENRD, Page 2 ▶

By Lynell Morgan

co-publisher

In the year 2024, there are so many 
different ways to communicate 
yet many, especially children, are 
communicating less and less. It has 
become very easy for people to put up a 
“mask” and project out - through posts, 
chats, “tweets”, pins and whatever new 
method pops up tomorrow - a facade of 
how they want to be perceived.

Last Wednesday, Elgin Public 
School (EPS), with support from the 
Nebraska Department of Education 
and the North Central District Health 
Department, brought national speaker 
and author Mike Donahue, founder 
and director of Value Up!, based out 
of Kearney, Nebraska, to Elgin. That 
evening he spoke candidly to parents 
and the public with the following day, 
Thursday, to be spent with the students. 
Earlier in the day Wednesday, he 
spoke to teachers, faculty and staff at 
EPS. His topic for the assemblies was 
“Connecting With Your Child In This 
Digital Age”.

Donahue brought to the gym a 
wealth of experience (22 years) of 
interacting with adults and youth on 
their communication skills, bringing 
out their emotions and the difficulties 
kids now deal with from tragedies 
(school shootings), bullying (at school 
and basically everywhere through 
electronic means) and other pressures 
that most adults can not completely 
comprehend.
Donahue’s background

A native of Massachusetts, near Cape 
Cod, Donahue came from a troubled 
home. His father left the family when he 
was five years old. Donahue said “that 
was the worst day of my life, one of the 
worst days of my life. My dad left. He 
came back three years later. He had a 
new wife, he had a new kid, he had a 
whole new world, and I wasn’t part of 
that world, and it really just changed 
my life.” To makes matter worse 
for him, he was left with an abusive 
mother.  

“She came from a long line of abuse. 
So my great grandmother abused my 
grandfather. My grandfather abused 
my mom. When it became my mom’s 
turn to have kids, my mom just did 
what was normal to her. And back in 
those days, what happened in your 
house stayed in your house. It was like 
unspoken rule. And so a lot of stuff 

happened. I was afraid of her.” 
He said to look at her now, one would 

just see a regular elder lady but “I was 
really scared of her. I remember being 
in elementary school and looking at 
the clock, and I hated the clock because 
2:30 would roll around and I had panic 
attacks because I didn’t want to go 
home. My mom had boyfriends and a 
mess of adults (she) put in our lives that 
I know would go to jail today for some of 
the stuff that happened in our house. So 
that was my reality.” 
Troubled years

He spoke openly of self-medicating to 
numb his feelings of not being worthy, 
not being good enough, of not having 
value. His medication was “fighting, 
anger, drugs, alcohol.” 

He explained it as “I wasn’t chasing 
a high. I was chasing numb. I liked the 
feeling of not feeling so that’s what my 
experience has been with young people. 
Peer pressure does play a part of it…
but a lot of kids really are looking to 
medicate, especially (in) these days 
of all the anxiety and depression and 
things that are going on.”

His home life wasn’t getting any 
easier either. He continued, “I basically 
had a domestic violence situation in 
Boston with my mom. I was 16, so 
my junior year and my senior year, I 
lived on my own. I had a restraining 

order against my mom, so I couldn’t 
even visit my brothers and sisters, so 
it was a pretty dark time for me, and I 
really wanted to quit school (but) I had 
a couple teachers that really played 
a huge role. And as I was talking to 
teachers today, I just thanked them, 
because the teachers today....you can’t 
just be a teacher. You’re going to have 
to get in these kids lives and have 
a connection with them, you know, 
emotionally and what’s going on in 
their life, what’s going on in the world. 
You can’t just teach a class anymore. 
You have to really be involved.” 

With the support of those special 
teachers, Donahue stayed in school 
while living on his own. “I got my 
diploma, and I got stationed at 
Offutt (Air Force Base in Bellevue). 
I wasn’t doing drugs when I was in 
the Air Force, but I was drinking a 
lot - self-medicating what was going 
on in my life. And I had a good job as 
a photographer in the Air Force. So I 
liked my job but I was lonely.” 

While “hanging out” one night, he 
met (you guessed it) a girl. She invited 
him to attend her church and while that 
relationship didn’t work out, his new-
found faith family did.

“What happened to me there really 

Mike Donahue, founder/director of Value Up!, spoke to patrons/community about 
the importance of good communication with their children in today’s world. During 
his time in Elgin, he also spoke to EPS staff and students.

E-R photo/LMorgan

Speaker Donahue
says all people

have value

See DONAHUE, Page 6 ▶
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All fines in addition to $49 court 
costs. *Denotes an amendment of 

original charge(s).
Jacii J Lopez, Elgin, NE, 

6/4/24, speeding 45/35, fined 
$25.00 - Hartley

Antelope County Courthouse News
Seth T Nelson, Belgrade, NE, 

6/9/24, speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Hartley

Ronald Dugal, Neligh, NE, 
2/21/24, drive under susp/before 
reinstated-state, fined $100.00 - 
Johnson

Thailer R Zawacky, Elgin, NE, 
6/10/24, no proof of insurance, 
fined $100.00 - Frerichs*

Manuel Jr Solorio, Norfolk, 
NE, 6/28/24, speeding 75/65, 
fined $25.00 - Pfeifer

Stephen T Blankman, 
Papillion, NE, 7/7/24, speeding 
75/65, fined $25.00 - Miller

Daley J Bearinger, Clearwater, 
NE, 5/12/24, criminal trespass-
2nd Degree/Device/Defy, 
sentence includes:Probation 
of 6 Months/Drug Testing, 
Probation Administrative 
Enrollment, Probation Fees 
totaling $210.00/Violate 
provisional operator’s permit, 

See COURT, Page 8 ▶

Due to drought conditions, 
water quality issues and wa-
ter quantity issues the Upper 
Elkhorn NRD reserves the right 
to deny any expansion if it might 
be in conflict with the Upper 
Elkhorn NRD Groundwater 
Management Plan Rules and 
Regulations. For more infor-
mation see the public notice on 
Page Eight of this newspaper.

 ◀ FROM Page 1

UENRD

fined $50.00 - Duncan*
Shane M Johnson, Papillion, 

NE, 7/6/24, speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Howard

Jose L Lopez, Elgin, NE, 
5/20/24, speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Hartley

Daniel K Harstad, Norfolk, 
NE, 5/28/24, speeding 75/65, 
fined $25.00 - Hartley

Tyler P Asa, Denver, CO, 
7/29/24, Possess marijuana 1 oz 
or less, fined $300.00, Possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, fined 
$100.00, speeding 85/65, fined 
$125.00 - Hartley

Robert A Mooney, Omaha, NE 
8/12/24 speeding 89/65, fined 
$200.00 - Hartley

Douglas J Williams, North 
Pole, AR 8/9/24 speeding 75/65, 
fined $30.00 - Johnson

Tricia A Zobrist, Oakdale, NE 
12/15/21 Issue bad check-$0-500; 
5/16/22 Issue bad check-$0-500; 

5/26/22 Issue bad check-$0-500; 
6/14/22, fined a total of $230.00/
pay restitutions of $101.54 & 
$163.64/reimburse county of $17

Anabella Jacinto, Valentine, 
NE 7/17/24 speeding 83/50/No 
operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $275.00 - Ternus

Brittany J Dubray, Bellevue, 
NE 7/30/24 speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Howard

Ryder D Schwager, 
Orchard, NE 7/30/24 No valid 
registration-car/pickup/stepvan, 
fined $25.00 - Howard

The Antelope County Treasur-
er’s Office will be closed Tues-
day, October 1st from 10:45 a.m. 
to 3:45 p.m. 

Treasurer Deb Branstiter said 
the reason for the office being 
closed is for a State of Nebraska 
Title Fraud training.

Treasurer’s office
closed October 1

Representatives from the 
City of Elgin and the District 
#18 Board of Education shared 
with constituents how money 
collected in taxes is used for the 
betterment of the community. 

The event was a joint pub-
lic hearing Wednesday night, 
Sept. 18 at the Antelope County 
Courthouse. City Clerk Kristin 
Childers spoke on behalf of the 
City and Superintendent Mike 
Brockhaus did likewise for 
School District #18. 

Following their presentations, 
public comments were received 
from Judith Orlowski and Bob 
Schiltmeyer, before the meeting 
concluded just 12 minutes after 
it began. 

The purpose of the meeting, as 
directed by the State of Nebras-
ka, was to receive public input 
regarding property tax increas-
es being proposed for the 2024/25 
school year.

Joint hearing 
held on City,
School tax
requests

Lawrence Dale Paul, age 73, 
passed away Monday, September 
23, 2024 at his home in Lincoln, 
NE.

Larry was the son of the late 
Wayne and Vonie Paul, former 
residents of Elgin.

He is survived by his wife, 
Denise, daughter Mallory Paul 
of Lincoln and sister, Nancy 
Selting of Elgin.

Death Notice
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago         September 24, 1964

Janet Marie Schindler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Schindler 
of Neligh became the bride of Walter Dean Kallhoff, son of Mrs. 
Regina Kallhoff and the late Joseph Kallhoff on Saturday, Sept. 
19, 1964. The double ring ceremony was performed at 11:00 o’clock 
in St. Francis Catholic Church in Neligh. Rev. Charles Broderson 
officiated.

Danker Pedersen reported to Marshal Monte Totten, Monday, 
that an intruder at the Axel Pederson farm had taken several shots 
at him while Danker was investigating a trespasser at that farm, 
Sunday evening. Danker was mowing hay along the road at Axel’s 
place when apparently a lone man drove into Axel’s farm yard. 
Danker went into the yard and a man started shooting at him with a 
rifle. The car sped through the garden, out through a field and over 
a down fence and proceeded south. 

Lynn Varn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Varn, was the first hunter 
this year from Elgin to report making his kill of a deer with a bow 
and arrow. The young buck weighed 50 pounds after being hog-
dressed. The deer was killed Monday evening east of town in the 
Cedar Creek area. 

Rudy Heithoff received a blue ribbon first place and a bronze 
plaque for his Certified Vernal Alfalfa entry at the Nebraska State 
Fair. Entries were made through the Nebraska Crop Improvement 
Association.    

Fifty Years Ago    September 26, 1974

Joe Ollendick was rushed to the Tilden Community Hospital 
around 6 a.m. Monday in the Elgin Rescue Unit. He had suffered a 
stroke. Mrs. Ollendick reported Tuesday morning that Joe appeared 
to be improving. 

The Board of Directors of Antelope Memorial Hospital has 
announced the employment of Steve Louis Urosevich as the new 
administrator of the hospital. Urosevich will assume his duties on 
October 1. 

Brian Mack registered the first deer in Antelope county Saturday 
morning, opening day of the bow and arrow hunting season. He 
killed a 150 pound doe shortly after opening hour. 

Barbara Petsche and Paul Vanderhaven, both of Omaha, 
exchanged wedding vows Saturday, Sept. 14th at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church in Petersburg. Father Ralph 
Lammers performed the double ring ceremony. Kenneth Kerkman 
was the lector and altar boys were Mark Knust, Jr. and Kevin Borer. 

The Wilkinson Family reunion was held Sunday, Sept. 22 at the 
Oakdale Community Center. There were 104 present from these 
towns in Nebraska; Oakdale, Elgin, Petersburg, Tilden, Pierce, 
Norfolk, Hastings, Brunswick and Neligh.      

Thirty Years Ago  September 21, 1994

Elgin Fire Department, in association with the State Fire 
Marshal’s office and other area fire departments, conducted a 
training exercise, a controlled burning of a house, in Elgin last 
Sunday morning. Firemen practiced both interior and exterior fire 
attacks on the former Mabel Sheets residence, now owned by Norm 
Grothe. 

Paul Burbach, son of Bernard and Helen Burbach of Neligh, and 
Kelly Mueller, daughter of the late Melvin and Cheri Mueller of 
Elgin, were crowned the 1994 Pope John Homecoming King and 
Queen during coronation ceremonies in St. Boniface Gym preceding 
the Homecoming Dance on Saturday, Sept. 17. 

An early fall harvest season has been underway in the Elgin area 
since the middle of last week. With continued dry weather, many 
area farmers have been harvesting their soybean crop since Sept. 
13.

A search for a missing Tilden helicopter pilot, Caryl Ruterbories, 
ended last Saturday when two deer hunters found the wreckage of a 
helicopter and the body of Ruterbories in Wisconsin. The wreckage 
was found in a forest area about 15 miles west of Wisconsin Rapids, 
WI.

On Sept. 10, Vince Spieker reported about $800 in vandalism 
damage at a farm. A weapon had been used to shoot several holes 
in a grain bin, an electrical box, electric meter and an automatic 
livestock waterer. Also, the windows were shot out of a barn and 
corn crib.     

As parents, we try to protect 
our kids from a lot of things.  
We protect them from germs by 
making them wash their hands.  
We protect them from danger 
by watching them on the play-
ground, making sure they look 
both ways before they cross a 
street, or by enforcing seatbelts 

in the 
car.  But 
are we 
protect-
ing them 
from their 
friends?

When 
they’re 
little, we 
dictate 
with 
whom 
they play.  
We set up 
the play 
dates with 
parents 
we like or 

force them 
to play with our friends’ own 
kids.  Once they join activities, 
they meet new friends.  Howev-
er, we’re usually still very much 
involved in those activities con-
sidering we’re their chauffeur.  
We often get to know the parents 

while watching soccer games or 
sitting through cheer practice 
and still allow these friends in 
their lives.

Once they reach a certain age, 
it becomes increasingly more 
difficult.  In middle school and 
high school, they are making 
friends, and I don’t know who 
these kids are, let alone their 
parents.  I may meet them at 
birthdays or other social func-
tions, but for the most part, I 
don’t really know who my chil-
dren are with most of each day.

It’s become something I’ve 
been thinking about more and 
more since my oldest entered 
high school.  He’s been asking 
me to take him to different plac-
es to hang out with his friend.  
They are practicing soccer to-
gether since they’re both trying 
out for the team.  I trust that’s 
what he’s really doing, especial-
ly when he leaves wearing cleats 
and carrying a ball.  However, 
in the back of my mind I’ve been 
worrying lately.

What if this friend introduces 
him to beer?  Or drugs?  What if 
his friend looks at images on his 
phone that are inappropriate?  
Does this child know Jesus?  Is 
he a good influence on my child?  
I’ve had brief interactions with 
him, and he is well mannered, 
but that doesn’t mean much.  
That could be a facade that he 
shows to parents but not the 
same person he is around my 
child.

I feel confident that we’ve 
had many conversations with 
our children about friends and 
drugs and alcohol.  I know my 
kids have given their life to 
Christ.  However, I’ve seen so 
many kids swayed and turned 
down a dangerous path because 
they started hanging out with 
the wrong crowd.  I myself have 
even made poor decisions when 
it came to friendships in my 
younger years.

How do I ensure that my chil-

Get to know your
kids’ friends

See COBB, Page 5 ▶
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Joe Biden, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, 
D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-

ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-
0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: bdekay@leg.ne.gov.
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Growth through energy abundance

There’s a time and place for 
everything. It’s a belief all of us 
have. However, if you were to 
have attended last week’s pub-
lic hearing regarding property 
taxes held at the Antelope County 
Courthouse, you might now think 
otherwise.

Representatives from the City 
of Elgin and School District #18 
were required to attend the public 
hearing to explain to the public 
their property tax requests for 
Fiscal Year 2024/25. Each read a 
prepared statement explaining 
how they will use tax dollars for 
the betterment of the community 
and school.

The public was then allowed 
the opportunity to ask questions/
or make a statement. But, under 
state law, the officials represent-
ing the city and school district 
were not required to respond.

Several citizens did make 
comments before the meeting 
adjourned just 12 minutes after it 
began.

Here’s my beef: There are 
ample opportunities to address 
citizens concerns in the weeks 
and months leading up to passage 
of the budgets. The meetings of 
the school board and city council 
are held during evening hours 
when most citizens are away from 
their jobs. And, even if they can’t 
attend those public meetings, the 
opportunity exists to contact city 
hall or the school to visit with 
officials about taxes or just about 
any other topic of concern.

There’s no need to schedule a 
special hearing like the one held 
last week. 

From this vantage point, gov-
ernment governs best when it 
uses common sense. Bad govern-
ment occurs with laws are cre-
ated and allowed to exist where 
they are not necessary. Wednes-
day night’s meeting was such an 
example.

The printer made money print-
ing pink postcards sent to every 
tax payer announcing the meet-
ing. The post office made money 
charging postage. The local news-
paper made money publishing 
the legal notice of the upcoming 
meeting.

And, in the end? The taxpayers 
lose because their tax dollars 
funded this process.

This newspaper and many 
others like it, believe in the pub-
lic’s right to know. We believe in 
the public’s right to free speech 
whether we agree or disagree 
with what’s being said.

In this case, when the public 
has ample opportunity to be part 
of the process, to have their voic-
es heard and ideas shared, this 
government-mandated meeting 
serves no useful purpose. Taxpay-
er dollars spent across the state 
regarding this matter could and 
should be spent elsewhere, where 
more can be done to better serve 
the public’s needs.

By Dennis Morgan, Publisher

Back in the day, our high school basket-
ball team used to employ a full-court press 
when we’d fallen behind.

It was mostly a desperation measure to-
ward the end of a game, a frantic effort in 
hopes that we could suddenly trip up our 
opponent, and turn a defeat into a victory. 

Well, just recently in Nebraska, we were 
able to see a political full-court press in 
action, and such all-out strategy seems 
to have become the norm when it comes 
to citizen-led ballot 
initiatives.

Ballot initiatives 
allow the “second 
house” of Nebraska 
state government – 
voting citizens – to 
adopt proposed state 
laws or constitution-
al amendments.

We’re the only 
state in the nation 
with a one-house 
Unicameral Legis-
lature – the “first 
house” – so citizens, 
via the ballot box, 
become the “second 
house” to decide state policy.

Some important laws have been passed 
at the ballot box, including the 2022 
decisions to raise the state’s minimum 
wage and require a photo ID to vote – both 
things that the “first house,” the Unicam-
eral, declined to pass.

This year, we have a ballot initia-
tive-palooza as six measures qualified for 
the ballot via petition drives.

But whoa, wait a minute, it doesn’t 
appear good enough, anymore, for groups 
to spend millions of dollars and months 
of work to gather more than a 100,000 sig-
natures of registered voters to qualify for 
the ballot. No, nowadays we have to have a 
court decide if the language complies with 
state law.

Groups opposing ballot initiatives 
employ this political full-court press after 
they see public support for a political 
campaign that has gathered enough sig-
natures. If they can’t win at the ballot box, 
maybe they can win in court.

We saw this play out on two successive 
days recently when the Nebraska Supreme 
Court took oral arguments on efforts to 
disqualify two initiatives on abortion and 
another on private school vouchers. 

(Don’t forget – That school voucher chal-
lenge came after the State Legislature, in 
an unprecedented full-court press maneu-
ver, voted this spring to rescind a voucher 
law passed a year ago, thus rendering null 
and void a successful petition drive that 

was going to force a public vote on that 
2023 “Opportunity Scholarship” law. So 
opponents of using public funds for private 
education mounted a second, successful 
initiative petition drive.)

Thankfully, justice prevailed with the 
Supreme Court, which ruled just a couple 
of days after hearing arguments that 
the abortion and school voucher matters 
should be placed on the November ballot.

“We have repeatedly said that the right 
of initiative is precious to the people 
and one which the courts are zealous to 
preserve to the fullest tenable measure 
of spirit as well as letter,” wrote Supreme 
Court Judge Lindsey Miller-Lerman. 
Whew.

The court, in a concurring opinion 
written by Chief Justice Mike Heavican 
and Miller-Lerman, also shut the door 
on any reconsideration by Secretary of 

State Bob Evnen to reverse his decision to 
approve the language of the school vouch-
er petition. The judges wrote that they 
saw no legal way to do that (Evnen, after 
approving the language, had expressed 
a desire to reverse course, though in the 
end, followed the court’s opinion).

The full-court pressing is far from over. 
Opponents of legalizing medical canna-

bis to treat maladies like uncontrollable 
seizures and post-traumatic stress dis-
order filed a last-minute legal challenge. 
It’s too late to remove the marijuana issue 
from the ballot this year – remember, a 
technicality knocked it off the ballot in 
2020 – but if the legal challenge is success-
ful, it would block counting the votes cast 
in November.

There’s also a possibility that legal chal-
lenges could be filed if the school voucher 
referendum is successful. 

You need to overcome a legal ‘full-court 
press’ to get citizen-led initiatives on ballot

This, sadly, is the way of the world 
now. Decisions are appealed, even on the 
football field, and it takes 33 votes to pass 
a bill in the State Legislature that has any 
kind of controversy, rather than a simple 
majority of the 49 senators.

But it seems particularly sad that a 
right given citizens in the State Constitu-
tion – to adopt laws or change the consti-
tution – now has so many more hurdles to 
jump..

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Nebras-

ka state government and the state for 
decades. He retired in April as senior 

contributor with the Nebraska Examin-
er. He was previously with the Omaha 

World-Herald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun. A native of Ralston, 

Nebraska, he loves traveling and writ-
ing about the state.

 Editorial

Joint tax
hearing not
necessary

In 2024, American households are 
spending more on all categories of en-

ergy compared to 
prices at the start 
of 2021. As virtual-
ly every industry 
requires energy, 
this affects nearly 
every aspect of our 
lives and busi-
nesses. In places 
like Nebraska’s 
Third District, the 
agriculture indus-
try depends on 
energy sources to 
power machinery, 
facilitate irriga-
tion, manufacture 
and transport 

inputs, and deliver products to mar-
ket. Other energy intensive industries 
have been severely impacted by rising 
energy costs. Transportation services 
costs are up 38.5 percent. Laundry and 
dry-cleaning services are up 25.5 per-
cent. According to the Joint Economic 
Committee, Nebraskans were forced 
to spend a staggering $29,850 more in 
household expenses since January 2021 
just because of the impact of inflation.

Unfortunately, like toothpaste al-
ready out of the tube, consumer pur-

chasing power lost to inflation is almost 
impossible to reverse. Slowing the rate 
of rising prices does nothing to clean 
up the economic damage which has 
already been done or recover the deplet-
ed savings of American families and 
small businesses. Likewise, this week’s 
target interest rate cut by the Federal 
Reserve was another reminder that 
buying a home or vehicle has become 
less affordable for American families 
because of mitigation measures necessi-
tated by the inflationary policies of the 
Biden-Harris administration.

In Congress, relief from rising costs 
must come from sound fiscal policy en-
couraging robust economic growth and 
more resilience in our supply chains. 
Instead, the White House has neglected, 
and even actively stifled, opportunities 
for growth and prosperity through ex-
ecutive action. Blocking construction of 
the Keystone XL pipeline and banning 
liquefied natural gas exports with no 
justification drove inflation when em-
powering industry and fostering energy 
abundance could have helped combat it.

With actions which all-too-often defy 
commonsense, the Biden-Harris admin-
istration has set America back when 
it comes to energy policy. Rather than 
embrace an all-of-the-above approach 
to energy abundance, the Biden-Harris 

administration blocked federal sales 
and leasing for petroleum production 
and continues to drag its feet on lower-
ing needless barriers to the availability 
of E-15 at the gas pump. Currently there 
is a 320-million-barrel shortfall in the 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve, which 
has remained near a four-decade low 
since the Biden-Harris administration 
drained and sold off our stockpile. 

FAFSA fiasco goes on
Each year, millions of prospective 

students and their families decide 
whether and where to attend college. 

It’s a huge deci-
sion. The Free 
Application for 
Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) form 
provides crucial 
information about 
what financial aid 
they qualify for. 
The FAFSA form 
includes federal 
student loans, 
work-study pro-
grams, and Pell 
Grants. Families 
rely on this aid to 
help with the costs 

of higher education. For the second 
straight year, the Biden-Harris De- See RICKETTS, Page 5 ▶

See SMITH, Page 5 ▶

partment of Education (ED) promised 
an improved FAFSA experience. For 
the second straight year, they’ve de-
livered a FAFSA fiasco. I’m working 
to help Nebraska families overcome 
this incompetence. After three years 
of claimed preparation, ED soft-
launched a “simplified and improved” 
FAFSA form last December 30. That 
was nearly three months later than 
normal. It was also after some stu-
dents needed to make their college de-
cisions. Even this soft-launch turned 
into a fiasco. The new form contained 
new, unfair rules penalizing the chil-
dren of farm families and small busi-
ness owners. It counted illiquid assets 
towards parental contributions. These 
rules could force family farmers to 
sell off assets to send their children 
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to college. I’m co-leading the Family Farm and Small Business 
Exemption Act to fix this.

Even after the full rollout months later, there were major is-
sues. In fact, Politico called it “disastrous.” I heard directly from 
Nebraskans who were impacted. Websites crashed repeatedly. 
Forms were incomplete or unable to be filled out. Millions of 
forms had errors and had to be reprocessed later. When families 
sought expert help, ED staff failed to provide adequate support. 
Sadly, last year wasn’t a fluke. In August, ED announced they 
will delay the release of the FAFSA form for a second straight 
year. This is yet another example of bad management and incom-
petence from the Biden-Harris administration. As a result, last 
year, we saw schools forced to postpone application deadlines, 
push back financial aid offers, and delay student enrollment 
deadlines. The University of Nebraska-Lincoln extended their 
deadline to May 15, but not every college could make that choice. 
Prospective students and their families paid the price.

The FAFSA fiasco has serious consequences. Nationally, the 
FAFSA completion rate dropped 11.2% for high school graduates. 
Nebraska did better than most, but our state’s FAFSA comple-
tion rate still fell 4.8%. Some students and their families had to 
make college decisions and pay deposits without knowing the 
exact cost. That’s crazy. We wouldn’t buy a car without knowing 
the cost. We wouldn’t buy a home without knowing the cost. We 
shouldn’t pressure families into college commitments without 
knowing the cost.

ED’s FAFSA fiasco is exactly what’s wrong with a massive, 
unaccountable federal bureaucracy. Government should put the 
taxpayer first, always. That’s what we did when I was Governor 
of Nebraska. Instead, the Biden-Harris administration prioritiz-
es radical, divisive policies. ED pushed an illegal student loan 
“forgiveness” program that will make Nebraska plumbers and 
welders pay the student loans of doctors and lawyers. ED bureau-
crats also tried to undo important protections for female athletes. 
It should be focused on serving students and their families. It 
should be delivering the FAFSA form on time. I am committed to 
demanding better from the federal government for Nebraskans. 
On FAFSA, I will continue to fight for answers and reforms to 
ensure the process serves those who need it most. As the Senate 
considers new Cabinet Secretaries next year, I’m going to vet can-
didates thoroughly. Federal agencies should be led by individuals 
with management experience. We need innovative solutions to 
streamline bureaucracy and serve taxpayers.

 ◀ FROM Page 4

Ricketts

 ◀ FROM Page 4

Smith
This is an unforced error resulting in a national security risk.

Perhaps the most out-of-touch Biden-Harris initiative is the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) electric vehicle mandate 
which would effectively ban the sale of gas-powered vehicles. I have 
spoken out consistently about the problems with this big govern-
ment abuse of power which will quash access to affordable vehicles 
while increasing our reliance on a supply chain dangerously de-
pendent on China. This week, with my support, House Republicans 
passed a resolution to nullify the EPA’s finalized rule under the 
Congressional Review Act. Through this legislation and H.R. 1, the 
Lower Energy Costs Act, passed in the first 100 days of this Con-
gress, House Republicans are fighting to cut big government down 
to size, expand opportunity, and deliver relief for American families 
suffering under out-of-control price increases.

Inflation is a tax which hurts us all, and federal policy must reflect 
the needs and interests of the American people. It’s unacceptable 
for the Biden-Harris administration to put a radical special interest 
above the needs of American families who continue to be harmed by 
its anti-energy, anti-growth policies. There is a better way forward, 
and House Republicans are leading the way.

dren are choosing wisely when 
it comes to friends?  I can’t meet 
every person they’re ever going 
to interact with.  I certainly 
can’t come with them to college 
and interview each person in 
their social circle.  At some point 
I must trust that we’ve done 
enough and watch for any signs 
of behavior that seem out of the 
ordinary. In the meantime, I’m 
going to continue to have tough 
conversations with them and 
stress the importance of choos-
ing friends wisely.  I’m going to 
talk about drugs and alcohol.  
And most importantly, I’m going 
to stay on my knees and pray for 
wisdom and discernment.  

*****
Comments are welcome and 

can be sent to talesofatiredmom-
ma@gmail.com.

 ◀ FROM Page 3

Cobb
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Boone County Health Center (BCHC) Behavioral Health Depart-
ment is excited to invite the community to an Open House on Octo-
ber 9 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

The event will showcase their newly renovated space and intro-
duce two of  the department’s newest team members, Brittany Ber-
tram, MSN, PARN, PMHNP-BC, and Trevor Hyatt, MA/BC.

Bertram, a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner, brings 
expertise in assessing, diagnosing, and treating a variety of  psychi-
atric disorders. She is able to prescribe medications to help manage 
conditions such as depression, anxiety, and bipolar disorder. 

Hyatt, a Licensed Mental Health Practitioner, has a wealth of  
experience in addressing relationship issues, anger management, 
parenting challenges, and anxiety. His holistic approach integrates 
contemporary psychological therapies with biblical principles, offer-
ing clients a comprehensive path to healing.

Come meet Brittany and Trevor, tour the new space, and enjoy 
refreshments and cookies.

BCHC to host Behavioral
Health Open House

 ◀ FROM Page 1

Donahue
impacted me, because they 
treated me like I had respect. 
They treated me like I had value. 
And nobody did that because 
everybody knew my history. 
They knew where I came from, 
they knew my track record. 
They knew the mistakes I made, 
so I had a fresh slate in Omaha, 

like in Bellevue. So those people 
just liked me, and that was cool 
because I felt good there. They 
began to build me up.”
His message

Through his church ministry 
and speaking through schools, 
Donahue has had contact with 
an untold number of children 
and families struggling with 

life. This includes families 
touched by accidental overdoses 
and by the tragic shootings 
at Columbine High School 
in Littleton, CO and Majorie 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, FL. He has 
witnessed first-hand the intense 
pain that families go through.

As he speaks before the public 

and school assemblies, being 
open and honest and not having 
a knee-jerk reaction when you 
hear something unexpected is 
what he likes to convey to all.

“I grew up in a situation where 
honesty, you paid a price for 
honesty - you paid an emotional 
price for honesty. If I told my 
mom what I was really feeling 

I was gonna get jumped... I 
(would) get a lecture, or I get 
humiliated and shamed. When 
you do that with your kids, you 
just shut them down...(they 
think) ‘that’s the last time I’m 
going to open up’. And so that 
information that we want we 
don’t get now, because we shut 
them down”.

He emphasized that adults 
need to be reminded that kids 
want to “fit in”, that standing out 
can easily make them a target 
of bullying, mocking and social 
isolation. As Donahue put it 
“when we’re asking our kids to 
to live out good values, that’s a 
tough ask”.

He also reminded parents 
that it IS okay to be your kid’s 
friend but not their buddy. 
The difference? “Their buddy 
is going to let them get away 
with everything. I don’t let my 

kids get away with anything. 
The Bible says ‘faithful are the 
wounds of a friend, but deceitful 
are the kisses of an enemy’. So 
sometimes you gotta wound 
your friends. You gotta say 
things that are tough.” 

Following Donahue’s public 
presentation, he was asked to 
sum up how he wants his life 
to be remembered, basically 
to write his epitaph. After a 
brief pause, he confidently said 
that he wanted to be known 
for showing kids that each and 
every one of them has value, that 
they are valuable. 

For those in attendance, he 
held true to that message and 
gave them a night with valuable 
words of wisdom and valuable 
lessons. 

Interested in reading his 
books? His current one is titled  
“Talking to Brick Walls”.

LINCOLN — The City of Auburn has returned $658,003 to the 
public coffers after a state auditor team questioned certain practices 
used for tax-increment financing projects, Nebraska State Auditor 
Mike Foley announced Monday.

The questions were laid out in a 13-page letter in May from Foley’s 
office to Auburn’s mayor, the city’s Community Redevelopment Au-
thority and the chairman of the Nemaha County Board.

Foley on Monday reiterated the gist of his concerns in a news re-
lease and during an interview with the Nebraska Examiner.

He alleges that Auburn’s Community Redevelopment Authority 
collected more tax-increment financing (TIF) revenue than it should 
have for certain redevelopment projects and then retained those 
funds to pay the costs of different projects, some of which had yet to 
be hatched.

“The purpose of TIF is to pay the costs of a specific redevelopment 
project with the increased property taxes resulting from the im-

Auburn returns $658,003 after
TIF practices questioned

See TIF, Page 7 ▶
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Monday, September 30: Ring 
bologna, fried potatoes, green 
peppers/onion, cottage cheese, 
pineapple, bread, butter, milk.
Tuesday, October 1: Potato soup, 
BLT sandwich, broccoli salad, 
carrots/celery, bread, butter, 
milk.
Wednesday, October 2: Fried 
chicken, funeral potatoes, corn, 
cinnamon apples, bread, butter, 
milk.
Thursday, October 3: Baked 
steak, scalloped potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, peaches/strawberry 

mix, bread, butter, milk.
Friday, October 4: Breaded pork 
tenderloin sandwich, potato 
wedges, baked beans, tropical 
fruit, milk.
(All meals served with bread & butter.
 Menus are provided by the Communi-
ty Center and are subject to change).
Suggested price is $6 per meal 
for persons 60 years of age and 
older. 
Under 60 is $9.00. Serving starts 
at 11:45 a.m. and ends around 
12:15 p.m. 

Elgin Community Center Menus

LINCOLN — I was four years 
old when the Huskers sold out 
Memorial Stadium with Bob 
Devaney as head coach. No, I 
wasn’t there for the beginning of 
the streak, but I’ve made most of 
them every since.

‘Friday Night Lights’ took on a 
different meaning last week. The 
TV gods decided the Huskers 
needed to play a Friday game. 
How ridiculous to take away 

the night 
and day set 
aside for 
high school 
football 
and accept 
the money 
which 
goes with 
playing on 
national 
TV. 

NU just 
doesn’t 
seem to 
play as well 
as they are 
capable and 

so it was again that Big Red lost 
another one score game, this 
time in overtime, to the Fighting 
Illini. Big Bad Bert Bieliema, 
a Husker nemesis from his 
time with Wisconsin years ago, 
again getting his team to run 
roughshod over the Huskers D.

NU Quarterback Dylan 
Raiola, awash in national 
press glory, the ‘can’t miss kid’ 
missed putting away the game 
with a sure fire touchdown was 
overthrown. Then, in overtime, 
he looked like the freshman he 
is, as the Illini had him going 
backwards not letting NU sniff a 
game-tying touchdown.

The bubble has now been 
burst. Big Red will not go 
undefeated this year, no one 
I knew thought that would 
happen. Especially when the 

Huskers seem to be playing 
their opponent when the whistle 
blows, and the striped shirts 
with their yellow hankies. On 
this night, it sure felt, from my 
vantage point, that the ‘Big 
10 Fix’ was on. Ever since NU 
joined the Big 10, it’s always 
felt that the flags on the field 
and the big wigs who make the 
schedules, did everything they 
could to slant the deck against 
NU. Most of you watched the 
game, you saw the replays, you 
be the judge. I think you’ll see 
things my way.

Anyway, this essay isn’t about 
the outcome of one game under 
the stars. No, it’s about the 
‘streak’. Ray Stevens would be 
proud of how NU has made the 
streak part of college football 
history. Some of you may ask, 
‘Who is Ray Stevens?’ He’s the 
guy, a country singer/comedian 
who coined a song “The Streak” 
to coincide with the fad which 
gripped the nation in the early 
70s. On college campuses and 
anywhere where the suds 
flowed, people took off all their 
clothes, except their shoes, and 
ran buck naked anywhere they 
could. It still happens now and 
then, but the 70s was another 
story.

Back to NU’s streak. In 1994 
the streak reached 200 on the 
day we (#3) played (#2) Colorado. 
Barry Switzer, on the big screen, 
told Coach Osborne to “win 
them all” since he was no longer 
at Oklahoma. We won 24 to 7. As 
the game ended, my friend Lisa’s 
brother, who flew in for the game 
from New York, made an epic 
dash to the Lincoln Airport, 
weaving through traffic, to catch 
a flight back to the Big Apple. 
Quarterback Brook Berringer 
became a living legend that day 
leading NU to victory. There 
were all kinds of characters - CU 

QB Kordell Stewart had that 
‘deer in the headlights’ look 
going up against Terry Connealy 
& Co.; Heisman Trophy winner 
Rashaan Salaam was on the 
field, but was a non-factor. The 
game had an 11 a.m. kickoff 
time and fans found their seats 
still had frost on them. People 
always seem to forget to bring 
something to sit on days when 
the weather is frosty. Even 
some carefully spread out paper 
towels do wonders.

Sellout #300 was anti-
climactic and #400 Friday night 
was a let-down as the final score 
attests. Oh, the card displays in 
the East Stadium were fun to 
see and the start of the fourth 
quarter ‘red light show’ is still 
a sight to behold. Still, I’d trade 
the light shows, the t-shirt 
machine gun and everything 
else, for a team that wins games 
by dominating the final  quarter.

*****
Very little surprises me 

anymore during pregame 
festivities. But, Friday night I 
was surprised, big time. 

We stopped in the lobby of a 
hotel to wet our whistles and 
this couple caught our eyes. We 
had been at their table in the 
past and they again invited us 
to join them. The conversation 
was all over the place and the 
guy pointed out how the lady he 
was with was a few years older 
than him. Lynell picks up on 
this stuff all the time, I’m more 
naive. Still, I figured maybe 
there were 10 years difference in 
their ages. The correct answer 
was more like 18. The story gets 
better. We later learn that when 
her graduation picture was in 
the paper, on the back side was 
his birth announcement. 

I don’t go looking for these 
stories, they just find me. The 
secret is to be a good listener.

SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

Spinning Tales
Final score tarnishes sellout celebration

Tim Rossow claimed the 
top prize in this week’s El-
gin Review Football Contest. 
He and Gale Mahnke tied for 
the top spot, each missing 
just six games. In the tie-
breaker, Rossow’s guess of 
729 was just one yard off the 
actual figure of 730 between 
the Huskers and Illinois. 
He will receive top prize of 
$20 in Elgin Bucks. Mahnke 
tiebreaker guess was 733. He 
will receive the $10 run-
ner-up prize.

Results of the games were:
Utah over Oklahoma State
Iowa over Minnesota
EPPJ over North Central
Arkansas over Auburn
LSU over UCLA
Colorado over Baylor
Illinois over Nebraska
Oregon State over Purdue
SMU over TCU
Michigan over USC
Stanford over Syracuse
Clemson over NC State
Texas Tech over Arizona 

State
Florida over Mississippi 

State
West Virginia over Kansas
Tennessee over Oklahoma
Cincinnati over Houston
BYU over Kansas State

Rossow wins
FB contest;

Mahnke 
takes second

Shop At Home!

provements to that particular 
parcel of land,” Foley said. “It is 
not to allow developers to collect 
excess property taxes for a slush 
fund to bankroll some other 
undertaking.”

Crystal Dunekacke, Auburn 
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TIF
city administrator and econom-
ic developer, said Monday that 
the returned funds should not 
be considered an admission of 
wrongdoing.

She said the redevelopment 
authority maintains that it has 
abided by the Community De-

velopment Law, which governs 
tax-increment financing. TIF, 
as the tool is called, is a de-
cades-old financing mechanism 
used by local governments to 
incentivize economic develop-
ment in blighted areas.

The returned funds, 

Dunekacke said, were a “self-im-
posed action or compromise to 
address a gray area” of the law.

That gray area, she said, cen-
tered on whether TIF revenue 
that remained from a redevel-
opment project could be “rolled 
over” into an account to be used 
for other projects. 

Foley said Auburn officials 
can have their say. “The re-
ality is they put the money 
back where it belonged.” Both 
sides are in agreement that the 
$658,003 will be divided among 
local governmental subdivisions 
that are traditional recipients of 
property tax collections.
Statewide concerns loom

Broader concerns remain 
statewide, Foley said, and were 
laid out in a separate but related 
letter earlier this month to state 
senators regarding the growth 
of TIF.

Foley said some Nebraska 
communities are being “very 
creative” with the way they tap 
TIF and he asserts that certain 
practices risk further upward 
pressure on local property taxes.

Foley noted, though, that state 
statutes say that the TIF law is 
to be “liberally construed.” 

“That is an open invitation for, 
as some would say, creativity. 
Others would say mischief-mak-
ing,” he said. 

Foley pointed again Monday 
to the City of Omaha’s use of TIF 
to cover the $389 million cost of 
a modern streetcar project set to 
be up and running in 2027. 

He has referred to the street-
car as the “largest diversion 
of property tax dollars for an 
economic development project in 
Nebraska history.”

Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert 
has said that Omaha has fol-
lowed the law with regard to its 
TIF-approved projects, including 
the streetcar. “While the State 
Auditor may have an issue with 
TIF, the city has followed the law 
as set out by the Legislature,” 
Stothert said earlier.
In Legislature’s court

Foley said his team can report 
results of their investigation. 
It can not enforce a penalty, 
he said. It would be up to the 
State Legislature, Foley said, to 
determine if the law should be 
changed.



Page 8 Wednesday, September 25, 2024

Stay Informed - Read the Public Notices!

PUBLIC NOTICES
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Nebraska Public Notices
keep you informed! 

NOTICE
Estate of JOAN M. 

SCHINDLER, Deceased
Notice is hereby given that 

on September 16, 2024, in the 
County Court of Antelope County, 
Nebraska, Case No. PR24-
31, Gwen M. Beckman, whose 
mailing address is 52467 835 
Road, Elgin, NE 68636 and Jeffrey 
D. Schindler, whose mailing 
address is P.O. Box 242, Elgin, NE 
68636, have been appointed as 
co-personal representatives of 

this estate. Creditors of this estate 
must file their claims with this 
Court on or before Nov. 18 , 2024 
or be forever barred. Creditors 
shall submit their claims to the 
Antelope County Court, P.O. Box 
26, Neligh, Nebraska 68756.

/s/ Martin V. Klein
Martin V. Klein, #22220

Attorney for Applicant
PUBLISH: September 18, 25 and 
October 2, 2024. 
ZNEZ

NOTICE
ESTATE OF JOAN M. SCHINDLER

NOTICE OF MEETING COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

AS A COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, ANTELOPE 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Notice is hereby given that the 

County Board of Commission-
ers of Antelope County, Nebras-
ka will hold a County Board of 
Equalization meeting in the Com-
missioner’s Meeting Room in the 
Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on Oc-
tober 8th, 2024, at 9:30 AM, for 
the purpose of setting Antelope 
County levies; approving tax roll 

corrections, motor vehicle ex-
emptions and various other items 
which may become necessary 
to act upon.  The meeting will be 
opened to the public.  An agen-
da, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection at 
the Antelope County Clerk’s Of-
fice and may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of an 
emergency nature pursuant to 
Section 84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: September 25, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS
September 17th, 2024

Neligh, Nebraska
The Antelope County Board of 

Commissioners convened in spe-
cial session on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17th, 2024, at 8:06 AM in the 
County Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room, Antelope County Court-
house Annex, Neligh, Nebras-
ka, for the purpose of a budget 
hearing.  The meeting was called 
to order by Board Chairperson, 
Charlie Henery with the following 
board members in attendance:   
Jacob, Dittrich, Krebs, Williby and 
Henery. Chairman stated that the 
open meeting laws are posted 
on the east wall of the Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Room with more 
copies available at the County 
Clerk’s Office.

Notice of the meeting was giv-
en in advance thereof by publica-
tion in the three (3) county news-
papers, legal newspapers printed 
and in general circulation in Ante-
lope County, Nebraska as shown 
by proof of publication filed in the 
County Clerk’s office.  The agen-
da for said meeting was sent to all 
members of the County Board of 
Commissioners. 

Pledge of Allegiance was recit-
ed.

In attendance: five (5) Commis-
sioners, County Treasurer, Coun-
ty Assessor, County Clerk, and 
Terry Brookhouser.

Budget Public Hearing
8:08 AM Chairman open the 

meeting with the Budget pub-
lic hearing.  The Budget was re-
viewed with the Commissioners 
by Clerk, Lisa Payne.  Discus-
sion of Capital Improvements, 
Interlocal Agreements, office 
requests, total tax request, Re-
stricted Funds (including the pro-
posed vote of the majority of the 
board voting aye), and Road and 
Bridge fund not a taxing entity.  
Questions and comments were 
answered and discussed. Oppo-
sition and support testimony was 
called. No more discussion

8:12 AM Chairman adjourned 
the public hearing.  Voting aye: 
Jacob, Dittrich, Williby, Krebs 
and Henery.  Nays none. Motion 
passed.

Setting Final Tax Dollars Hear-
ing

8:13 AM: Chairman opened the 
public hearing for setting final tax 
dollars. Discussion of the funds 
requesting tax dollars: 

General:  $8,048,387.44
Law Enforcement Center Bond: 

$458,434.52
Veterans Aid: $1,554.48
Building : $36,724.59
Total: $8,545,101.03
Discussion. Opposition and 

support testimony was called. 
Mr. Brookhouser asked about the 
Law Enforcement Center Budget 
and why it differed so much from 
last years expenses.  It was ex-
plained that if the dollars are not 
budgeted, they cannot be spent, 
even if there is money in the par-
ticular fund.

No further discussion.
8:19 AM Chairman Called for 

closure of public hearing. Voting 
aye: Jacob, Dittrich, Williby, Krebs 
and Henery.  Nays none. Motion 
passed.

Discussion.  Restricted Fund 
1% Increase:  Motion by Commis-
sioner Williby, seconded by Com-
missioner Jacob to authorize the 
increase of restricted funds by 
1%.  Voting aye: Jacob, Dittrich, 
Williby, Krebs and Henery.  Nays 
none. Motion passed.

Discussion: Budget Approval: 
Motion by Commissioner Krebs, 
seconded by Commissioner 
Dittrich to approve and finalize 

budget as prepared. Voting aye: 
Jacob, Dittrich, Williby, Krebs 
and Henery.  Nays none. Motion 
passed.

Discussion: Set Final Tax Dol-
lars: Motion by Commissioner Ja-
cob, seconded by Commissioner 
Williby to set the final tax dollars 
as presented.  Voting aye: Jacob, 
Dittrich, Williby, Krebs and Hen-
ery. Nays none. Motion passed.

Short discussion on Commod-
ities and purchase of the used 
motor grader being utilized in 
the Road and Bridge Department 
during repair of warranty motor 
grader.  No action.

There being nothing more to 
discuss.

Adjournment: Motion was 
made by Commissioner Williby 
seconded by Commissioner Ja-
cob to adjourn. Voting aye: Jacob, 
Dittrich, Williby, Krebs and Hen-
ery. Nays none. Motion passed.

 The meeting adjourned at 8:34 
AM.     
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

By Chairman of the Board, 
CHARLIE HENERY

Attest: County Clerk, LISA PAYNE
PUBLISH: September 25, 2024
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 SPECIAL MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
COUNTY BOARD OF COM-
MISSIONERS, ANTELOPE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA FOR THE 
MONTH OF OCTOBER, 2024

Notice is hereby given that the 
County Board of Commissioners 
of Antelope County, Nebraska 
will hold meetings in the County 
Commissioner’s meeting room in 
the Antelope County Courthouse 
Annex, Neligh, Nebraska on the 
following dates and times: 

October 1, 2024 at 9:00 AM
October 8, 2024 at 8:00 AM

Meetings will be open to the 
public.  An agenda, kept contin-
uously current, is available for 
public inspection at the Antelope 
County Clerk’s office and may be 
modified at such meeting to in-
clude items of an emergency na-
ture pursuant to Section 84-1411 
of the Nebraska Revised Statutes.
PUBLISH: September 25, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HARTINGTON — Competing 
in a volleyball triangular 
Tuesday night, the Wolfpack 
JVs split two matches.

Against Norfolk Catholic, 
EPPJ won in three sets 27-25, 21-
25 and 15-12.

Plenty of big numbers from 
this match. EPPJ had 12 ace 
serves, led by Haley Parks and 
Aubrie Parks each with three, 
Kinley Drueke had two, Tessa 
Barlow, Jaydalynn Chessmore, 
Kierstyn Eisenhauer and Reese 
Stuhr each had one.

Drueke recorded eight set 
assists in the match. The 
Parks sisters each had three 
kills, Halle Lueking had two, 
Chessmore, Drueke and Stuhr 
each had one.

Barlow led in serve receive 
with 16, Stuhr had 10. Barlow 
also had the team high in digs 
with 12. Lueking had two solo 
blocks, A. Parks had one.

In the other match, 
Hartington CC swept EPPJ 25-
10 and 25-23. Chessmore and H. 
Parks each had one ace serve. 

Drueke led setters with seven 
set assists.

The Wolfpack had 13 kills at 
the net led by H. Parks with six, 

Competing on a Wednesday 
night, EPPJ JH’s ‘A’ team gained 
a victory over Neligh-Oakdale 
25-11 and 25-21.

Jael Lammers had a team-
high six ace serves followed 
by Gentry Zwingman, Kinley 
Miller and Sophia Burke each 
had two and Sydney Niewohner 
added one.

Burke led setters with eight 
set assists, Zwingman had six.

Lillian Moser led hitters 
with seven kills followed by 
Niewohner with five, Lammers 
had three and Miller added one. 
Moser also had the team’s only 
solo block.

Zwingman posted a team-high 
10 digs.
‘B’ team wins

The EPPJ JH ‘B’ volleyball 
team defeated Neligh-Oakdale 
25-16 and 25-18. 

The Wolfpack had 21 ace 
serves led by Kynlee Tillis with 
eight, Cara Romej six, Tenley 
Schindler five, Victoria Evans 
and Chloe Kielty each had one.

Aurora Burke had the team’s 
only set assist. 

EPPJ had five kills in the 
match as Burke and Romej each 
had two and Schindler added 
one to go along with a team-high 
three digs.

JH ‘A & B’ defeat Neligh-Oakdale

Lueking had five, Stuhr and 
Chessmore each had one. Barlow 
led in serve receive (14) and digs 
(5). Lueking and A. Parks each 
had one solo block.
Thursday action

Playing Thursday night, the 
Wolfpack JV volleyball team 
went on the road and defeated 
Creighton 25-17 and 25-11.

Drueke led the team with 18 
set assists in the match. At the 
net, Stuhr tied Lueking for the 

lead in kills with five apiece, 
Mady Kurpgeweit and H. Parks 
each had four, A. Parks added 
two. The team recorded nine 
ace serves. Brooke Kinney 
led the way with three, Stuhr 
and Chessmore each had two, 
Drueke and A. Parks had one 
apiece. Kinney led the squad in 
digs (7) and serve receive (6).

Kurpgeweit had two solo 
blocks in the match, Lueking 
one.

JV netters win 2 of 3 last week

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 72-

205.01 of the Nebraska Statutes, 
NOTICE is hereby given that the 
Board of Educational Lands and 
Funds has adopted a new rental 
schedule according to classifica-
tion and a new schedule of valua-
tions for all school and any other 
lands managed by the Board in 
Antelope County; and that such 
new schedules, together with a 
tabulation of the valuation and 
the amount of semiannual rental 
of each lease, has been filed in 
the office of the county treasurer 
of such county and shall become 
effective January 1, 2025. 

BOARD OF EDUCATIONAL
LANDS AND FUNDS

PUBLISH: September 25, 2024
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF NEW 
RENTAL SCHEDULE

BOARD OF EDUCATION-
AL LANDS AND FUNDS

Karla M Bennett, Tilden, NE  
7/29/24 speeding 50/35, fined 
$75.00 - Molden

Jaxson S Eischeid, Tilden 
NE 8/4/24 speeding 80/65, fined 
$75.00 - Hartley

Cole R Aschoff, Plainview, N 
8/13/24 Excess windshield and/
or window tinting, fined $25.00 - 
Hartley

Lonnie R Lumpkins, Bastrop, 
LA 7/10/24 speeding 90/65, fined 
$201.00 - Ternus

Michael J Husak, Neligh, NE 
6/9/24 Assault-Cause Bodily 
Injury, fined $400.00 - Miller

James J Petersen, Shelby, IA 
5/31/24 speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Hartley

Yelda N Zamora Rodas, 
Brookings, SD 8/12/24 Possess 
marijuana 1 oz or less-1st 
off/Possess or use drug 
paraphernalia, fined $400.00 - 
Hartley

Ethan P Floren, Sioux Falls, 
SD 8/12/24 Possess marijuana 
1 oz or less-1st off/Possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, fined 
$400.00 - Hartley

Nabor Solano Merino, O’Neill, 
NE 8/22/24 speeding 32/25/No 
operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $100.00 - Ayaj

Brook L Stephens, Omaha, NE 
6/30/24 No valid registration-
car/pickup/stepvan, fined $25.00 
- Johnson

Benjamin R Elznic, 
Correctionville, IA 8/9/24 No 
valid registration-car/pickup/
stepvan, fined $25.00 - Johnson

 ◀ FROM Page 2

Court
Shayla N Prochaska, 

Plainview, N 8/27/24 speeding 
75/65/No registration in vehicle/
No license on person/Fail to use 
child passenger restraint, fined 
$25.00 - Grassmyer

Benjamin C Schuler, Las 
Vegas, NV 8/8/24 speeding 
75/65, fined $25.00 - Miller

De Erica J Blakely, Farmers 
Branch, TX 8/27/24 speeding 
75/65, fined $25.00 - Miller                             

Alec M Ferry, Elgin, NE 
6/23/24 Intimidation-phone call/
electronic comm, fined $500.00/
Jail Sentence of 4 days - Moore

Stephanie A Suhr, Elgin, NE 
5/19/24 2 counts of Dangerous 
Dog, fined $200.00 - Moore

Julie K Glover, Papillion, NE 
7/3/24 speeding 75/65, fined 
$25.00 - Howard

Carlos Hernandez-Mendoza, 
Clearwater, NE 8/16/24 No 
operator’s license/waiverable, 
fined $75.00 - McNally

Anthony J O’Donnell, Omaha, 
NE 8/9/24 speeding 75/65, fined 
$75.00 - Howard

Robert R Johnson, Brooklyn 
Park, MN 8/13/24 speeding 
75/65, fined $25.00 - Hartley

Adrian Mejia-Moncada, 
Orchard, NE 8/4/24 speeding 
98/65, fined $200.00 - Mohr

Tyler A Bergman, Clearwater, 
NE 8/17/24 Hunt/poss game 
birds/animals w/o permit, fined 
$100.00 - Bauer

Timothy P Nance, Blanco, 
TX 9/1/24 speeding 80/65, fined 
$75.00 - Howard

                            as of 9/23/24                             
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EPPJ sweeps Lady Bulldog netters
CREIGHTON — EPPJ took the ‘bite’ 

out of the Bulldogs Thursday night, 
sweeping Creighton 25-14, 25-15 and 25-
16.

“We’re just trying to get better 
every game and stay aggressive every 
game,” Coach Jordynn Luettel said just 
moments after the conclusion of the 
match. 

“We’ve been working, trying to 
get better with our decision-making, 
knowing who’s on because it’s gonna 
vary night after night.” 

It was a night of streaks as the 

Wolfpack controlled the action in all 
three sets.

In posting their 11th victory of the 
season against just two losses, EPPJ 
dominated all the important statistics.

Hitting — EPPJ had 44 kills in the 
match. Seniors Sara Bode and Chloe 
Henn each had 14 kills. Coming off the 
bench, senior Natalie Burenheide had 
two kills in limited playing time.

Serving — The Wolfpack recorded 
seven ace serves in the match, led 
by Camry Kittelson with three, Kate 
Furstenau added two.

Blocks — The Wolfpack dominated 
the net with seven solo blocks. The trio 
of Bode, Henn and Kayton Zwingman 
each had two.

Digs — EPPJ had just 14 errors as 
they recorded 72 digs. Senior Kate 
Furstenau had 18 in the match, Braelyn 
Martinsen added 13.

Set assists — The duo of Kittelson and 
Elizabeth Moser combined for 28 of the 
team’s 38 set assists.

Speaking about Kittelson and Moser, 
Coach Luettel said, “They’re getting 
more and more strategic, so it’s fun to 
watch them.”

EPPJ 3, Creighton 0
Wolfpack……………………………25  25  25
Bulldogs…………………………….14  15  16
Attacks (K/Att/E) —  Kate Furstenau 
1/1/0, Camry Kittelson 2/7/0, Brooke 
Kinney 0/1/1, Kayton Zwingman 
3/5/0, Braelyn Martinsen 4/13/3, Mady 
Kurpgeweit 4/7/2, Sara Bode 14/25/2, 
Chloe Henn 14/22/0, Elizabeth Moser 
0/1/0, Natalię Burenheide 2/3/0. Team 
totals: 44/85/8. Creighton — Jordyn 
Ebel 8/25/5. Team totals: 20/86/13.
Serving (A/SA) — Furstenau 2/13, 
Kittelson 3/16, Kaitey Schumacher 
0/11, Martinsen 1/14, Bode 0/6, Callie 
Heithoff 0/1, Moser 1/14. Team totals: 

See BULLDOGS, Page 12 ▶

‘Scoring explosion’ leads to 50-point win over Knights
BASSETT — Scoring points in 

bunches is what Elgin Public-Pope John 
is becoming known for this season. 
Such was the case again Friday night as 
they defeated North Central 64 to 14.

The Wolfpack (now 3-1) put this game 
away early, scoring 32 points in the 
game’s opening quarter. It took just 
three plays on their first possession 
for senior fullback Taylor Beckman to 
rumble into the endzone.

The next time they touched the ball 
they lit up the scoreboard again when 
senior quarterback Kellan Hoefer found 

6’5” freshman Max Henn for a 51-yard 
scoring streak. Grady Drueke’s second 
two-point PAT made the score 16 to 0.

EPPJ added two more scores before 
the end of the quarter, both on the 
ground as Dylan Kolm scored on a 
three-yard run and Drueke followed 
that with a two-yard score with just 
10 seconds left on the clock in the 
first quarter. Drueke added two more 
touchdowns in the second quarter to 
make the score 48 to 0.

The Wolfpack first-team offense 
played just one series in the second 
half, cashing in on a Hoefer 22-yard 
touchdown run. Then, reserves played 
the rest of the game.

EPPJ scored one more time in the 
fourth quarter when senior Kaeden 
Schwarting toted the pigskin across the 
goal line from inside the five-yard line. 
Junior Gavin Kallhoff had two two-
point conversions in the second half.

North Central came into the game 
beaten up, suiting up just 12 players 
(mostly reserves). To their credit, they 
scored twice in the second half which 
was played with a running clock.

EPPJ racked up 293 yards rushing in 
the game. Leading the way was Drueke. 
The junior carried the ball 16 times for 
122 yards and three touchdowns. On 
defense he had an interception to close 
out the first half.

The Wolfpack completed five of 
seven pass attempts for 146 yards and 
one touchdown. On defense, Kolm led 
tacklers with 10, Landyn Veik and 
Beckman each had eight..

EPPJ 64, North Central 14

Wolfpack……………………32  16  8  8 — 64
Knights………………………0    0   6  8 — 14
EPPJ — Taylor Beckman 18 run (Grady 
Drueke run)
EPPJ — Kellan Hoefer 51 pass to Max 
Henn (Drueke run)
EPPJ — Dylan Kolm 3 run (Karson 
Kallhoff run)
EPPJ — Drueke 2 run (Kolm run)
EPPJ — Drueke 7 run (Drueke run)
EPPJ — Drueke 4 run (Kolm run)
NC — Keian Fischer pass to Riar LeZotte  
(PAT failed)
EPPJ — Hoefer 22 run (Gavin Kallhoff 
run
NC — Atwood Albrecht run (Fischer 
run)
EPPJ — Kaeden Schwarting 2 run 
(Gavin Kallhoff run)
Team Statistics              EPPJ
Passing    5/7/0
Passing Yds       146
Rushing (Att/Yds)                38/293
Total Offense       439
Interceptions by          1
Individual Statistics
Rushing (Att/Yds) — Dylan Kolm 4/38, 
Gavin Kallhoff 5/20, Grady Drueke 
16/122, Joseph McNally 1/4, Kaeden 
Schwarting 3/9, Karson Kallhoff 2/35, 
Kellan Hoefer 3/35, Taylor Beckman 
4/30. Team totals: 38/293
Passing (Att/Comp/Int - Yds) — Kellan 
Hoefer 4/5/0 - 119, Michael Selting 1/2/0 
- 27. Team totals: 5/7/0 - 146
Receiving (#/Yds) — Dylan Kolm 1/25, 
Karson Kallhoff 1/18, Landon Kallhoff 
1/27, Max Henn 2/78. Team totals: 5/146
Tackles (Solo/Ast) — Austin Hinkle 0/1, 
Dylan Kolm 3/7, Gavin Kallhoff 1/2, 

Grady Drueke 1/1, Jarek Erickson 3/2, 
Justice Blecher 1/3, Kaeden Schwarting 
1/1, Karson Kallhoff 0/2, Kellan Hoefer 
3/0, Landon Kallhoff 0/1, Landyn Veik 
5/3, Max Henn 2/2, Michael Selting 0/2, 
Taylor Beckman 4/4, Trey Rittscher 0/3. 

Team totals: 24/34
Tackles for Loss — Dylan Kolm 1, 
Landyn Veik 2, Taylor Beckman 1
Quarterback sacks — Jarek Erickson 
0.5, Max Henn 0.5, Taylor Beckman 1
Interceptions — Grady Drueke 1

It’s all about the ball. (Left) Sophomore Brooke Kinney concentrates on making a good pass. (Center) Senior Natalie Buren-
heide records one of her two solo blocks against Creighton. (Right) Senior Chloe Henn registers one of her 14 kills against the 
Bulldogs. E-R photos/DMorgan

Landyn Veik (24) had five solo tackles 
against the Knights Friday night.

Taylor Beckman (44) put Keian Fischer on his back, the last defender standing in 
the way of Grady Drueke (9) scoring a touchdown in front of Kellan Hoefer (1) and 
Justice Blecher (92). Photos courtesy of the Springview Herald.
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NELIGH — The Antelope 
Country Club was the setting 
and the times continue to 
get better for Wolfpack cross 
country athletes competing 

Stuhr, Borer break girls school record at O’Neill XC Meet Friday

Jovie
Borer

Monday.
Matthew Kerkman was the 

lone Wolfpack boys runner in a 
crowded field and the freshman 
didn’t disappoint. Kerkman was 

the 32nd competitor to cross the 
finish line. His time was 23:41.

Winning the boys race was 
junior Will Nelson of Boyd 
County with a time of 18:52. 
Teammate Ethan Zeister wasn’t 
far behind, placing second with 
a time of 19:04.

In the girls division, Wolfpack 
sophomore Samantha Stuhr 
collected another medal. She 

was the 15th 
competitor to 
cross the finish 
line, clocking 
in at 25:14. 
Teammate 
Emma Kinney 
placed 30th in a 
time of 32:40.

North Central 
junior Angela 
Frick won the 
race with a time 
of 21:21. Placing 

second was LHNE freshman 
Callie Fisher at 21:46.
Friday action

The Wolfpack were back 
in action Friday afternoon, 
competing in O’Neill.

See O’NEILL, Page 12 ▶

(Above) Matthew Kerkman be-
gins his race at Neligh. (Right) 
Samantha Stuhr finished 15th 
with a time of 25:14.

E-R photos/LMorgan
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7/75. Creighton — Team totals: 
7/44
Blocks (solo) — Zwingman 2, 
Martinsen 1, Bode 2, Henn 2. 
Team totals: 7. Creighton — 0.
Digs (D/DE) — Furstenau 18/2, 
Kittelson 11/2, Schumacher 
3/1, Kinney 5/0, Zwingman 2/1, 
Martinsen 13/2, Kurpgeweit 3/2, 
Bode 7/3, Henn 5/0, Heithoff 1/0, 
Moser 4/1. Team totals: 72/14. 
Creighton — Team totals 37/NA.
Set assists (SA/BHA) — 
Furstenau 3/8, Kittelson 15/35, 
Schumacher 1/1, Kinney 1/1, 
Martinsen 1/3, Kurpgeweit 0/1, 
Heithoff 4/13, Moser 13/28. Team 
totals: 38/90. Creighton — Brooke 
Fanta 11/51. Team totals: 15/66.
Serve receive (R/RE) 
—  Furstenau 13/6, Schumacher 
2/0, Kinney 0/1, Martinsen 7/4, 
Bode 7/1. Team totals: 29/12. 

 ◀ FROM Page 10

Bulldogs

Coach Moser said the girls 
competed as a full team for the 
first time this season. Seeing her 
first action on the course this 
season was junior Jovie Borer.

Both Borer and sophomore 
Stuhr broke the school record 
with their times. Stuhr crossed 
the finish line with a time of 
24:32.10 to finish 23rd. Borer 
wasn’t far behind, finishing 28th 
with a time of 24.50.20.

“(Friday) It was a super 
exciting day as we had Jovie 
and Sam both going under 25 
minutes and getting the best 
times we’ve ever had for girls,” 
Moser said. Under the weather, 
Emma Kinney still competed 
and crossed the finish line 
(34:26.70). 

Winning the girls race was 
Pierce senior Zoey Ebmeier in a 
time of 20:28.90.

Freshman Matthew Kerkman 
was the lone EPPJ boys runner 
at O’Neill. He finished with a 
time of 21:19.90 to finish 36th. 

 ◀ FROM Page 12

O’Neill
Winning the race was Kendall 
Shada of Pierce in a time of 
17:07.70.

“The course was fast and 
there was a nice size crowd. It 

makes me excited (the times) to 
see what the rest of the season 
has in store for us.”

HARTINGTON — The 
Wolfpack volleyball team 
suffered their second loss in a 
week, swept by Norfolk Catholic 
at the HCC Triangular played 
on Sept. 17.

EPPJ kept pace with their 
opponent in both sets as each 
team took the other’s best shot.
However, in the end, Norfolk 
Catholic made the plays they 
needed to make to win the 
match. EPPJ had just 19 kills on 
70 swings in the match. Chloe 
Henn led the Wolfpack with 
nine kills, Kayton Zwingman 
and Sara Bode were next with 
two kills apiece.

On this night,the Wolfpack 
played strong defense at 
the net, recording eight 
solo blocks. Henn had four, 
Mady Kurpgeweit added two. 
Sophomore Elizabeth Moser led 
the team with 10 set assists.

Earlier in the evening, EPPJ 
swept Hartington CC 25-15 and 
25-17.

This time the Wolfpack were 
the better team on the floor as 
they pulled away late in each 
set to win the match, their 10th 
victory of the season.

Bode and Henn each had 
eight kills in the match as EPPJ 

recorded 25 kills on 58 swings.
Camry Kittelson led the team 

in solo blocks with two. 
She also had a team-high 15 

set assists.
Braelyn Martinsen led the 

team in serve receive with 14, 
Kate Furstenau was tops in digs 
with 10.

EPPJ 2, Hartington CC 0
Wolfpack………………………25  25
Trojans……………………….15  17

Attacks (K/Att/E) — Kittelson 
2/11/1, Zwingman 3/7/2, 
Martinsen 3/10/0, Kurpgeweit 
1/3/0, Bode 8/17/3, Henn 8/10/1. 
Team totals: 25/58/7.

Serving (A/SA) — Furstenau 
1/6, Kittelson 1/6, Kaitey 
Schumacher 0/8, Martinsen 
1/16, Bode 0/4, Moser 0/9. Team 
totals: 3/49.

Blocks (solo) — Kittelson 2, 
Kurpgeweit 1, Bode 1, Henn 1. 
Team totals: 5.

Digs (D/DE) — Furstenau 10/3, 
Kittelson 2/2, Schumacher 2/0, 
Brooke Kinney 1/2, Martinsen 
7/3, Kurpgeweit 1/0, Bode 5/2, 
Henn 1/0. Moser 2/0. Team 
totals: 31/12.

Set assists (SA/BHA) — 
Furstenau 0/2, Kittelson 15/29, 
Moser 9/27. Team totals: 24/58.

Serve receive (R/RE) 

—  Furstenau 8/1, Kinney 1/0, 
Martinsen 14/3, Bode 3/0. Team 
totals: 26/4.

EPPJ 0, Norfolk Catholic 2
Wolfpack……………………….22  19
Knights……………………….25  25

Attacks (K/Att/E) —  Camry 
Kittelson 2/13/1, Kayton 
Zwingman 3/8/2, Braelyn 
Martinsen 2/12/3, Mady 
Kurpgeweit 0/6/1, Sara Bode 
3/13/1, Chloe Henn 9/18/4. Team 
totals: 19/70/12.

Serving (A/SA) — Kate 
Furstenau 0/6, Kittelson 
0/10, Kaitey Schumacher 
1/5, Martinsen 0/7, Bode 0/4, 
Elizabeth Moser 1/10. Team 
totals: 2/42.

Blocks (solo) — Kittelson 1, 
Kurpgeweit 2, Bode 1, Henn 4. 
Team totals: 8.

Digs (D/DE) — Furstenau 6/4, 
Kittelson 7//2, Schumacher 1/1, 
Brooke Kinney 6/4, Martinsen 
6/4, Kurpgeweit 2/0, Bode 2/1. 
Team totals: 30/16.

Set assists (SA/BHA) — 
Furstenau 0/8, Kittelson 8/29, 
Martinsen 0/1, Bode 0/1, Moser 
10/31. Team totals: 18/71.

Serve receive (R/RE) 
— Furstenau 15/2, Kittelson 0/1, 
Kinney 6/0, Martinsen 8/1, Bode 
8/0. Team totals: 17/4.

EPPJ splits HCC triangular

It Pays 
To Advertise!

Shop At Home!


