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Public Notices

In Brief
Commissioners
to again hold

budget hearings 
Meeting to begin at 8 a.m.

There will be a special meeting of 
the Antelope County Commissioners 
next week.

On Tuesday, September 22, begin-
ning at 8 a.m., the commissioners 
will conduct public hearings on the 
proposed 2026/2027 fiscal year budget 
and tax asking. Following the hear-
ings, the commissioners will go into 
regular session to approve the budget 
and tax asking. 

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Sept 6	 NA	 NA	 NA
Sept 7	 88	 73	 .03
Sept 8	 88	 57	 .32
Sept 9	 66	 53	 .00
Sept 10	 86	 54	 .00
Sept 11	 86	 53	 .17
Sept 12	 70	 56	 .14
Total for last week		  0.66
Total for September		  1.18 
Total precipitation 2026		  22.42

The high temperature last week 
was 88 degrees recorded on Septem-
ber 7-8. The low temperature during 
the same period was 53 degrees was 
recorded on September 9 & 11. Alto-
gether, 0.66 of an inch of precipitation 
was recorded last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, submitted by weather ob-
server Leonard Orlowski.

Public notices in this week’s news-
paper include:

Notice of Termination (2) — Antelope 
County Court

Notice of Name Change — Andrew 
Fangman Inspections, LLC

Proceedings — The Antelope County 
Board of Commissioners

Proceedings (3) — The Elgin City 
Council

Proceedings — The District #18 Board 
of Education

Notice of Budget Hearing — Antelope 
County Commissioners

Notice of Budget Hearing — The Elgin 
Rural Fire District

Notice of General Election — Antelope 
County

Notice to Bidders — Antelope County

The Elgin Review is the official 
legal newspaper for Antelope County, 
Antelope County Historical Society, 
Village of Bartlett, Upper Elkhorn 
Natural Resources District, the State 
of Nebraska, the City of Elgin and 
Elgin School District #18.

Concerns about aging equipment 
has led the District #18 Board of 
Education to make improvements 
to the gym building.

Meeting last Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9, the school board heard from 
Superintendent Mike Brockhaus 
about the need to replace a fire 
panel in the gym building.

He said the panel is “going 
out.” He said the office gets a call 
2-3 times a month to shut off the 
beeper in the gym due to the panel 
malfunctioning. Installing new 
batteries, he said, didn’t help the 
matter, leaving replacing the panel 
as the next option.

As part of the process, the board 
will also be replacing the fire 
alarm system in the gym building. 
It’s a process that may take more 
than 90 days to complete. The fire 
panel is a separate system from the 
fire panel in the high school build-
ing as the gym is across the street. 
The school board approved the new 
panel and system at a cost of just 
under $88,800.

Also, as part of the meeting, 
the school board unanimously 
approved the 2026/2027 fiscal year 
budget and tax asking following 
a public hearing which no one 
attended. 

In other action:
Approved — The Elgin Educa-

tion Association (EAA) was ap-
proved as the exclusive bargaining 
unit for the 2028/2029 school year. 

No action — The school board 
(all six members were present) 
discussed but took no action on 
the practice field watering wheel 
situation. 

After many years, the wheel is 
in need of replacement. Another 
option the board may consider is 
underground sprinklers. 

The 25th anniversary of 9/11 was observed at Elgin Field prior to the start of the Wolfpack-GACC football game. Shown holding American 
flags were football seniors (l-r): Gavin Kallhoff, Michael Selting, Brayden Burenheide and Justice Blecher.

Football, patriotism come together at 9/11 observance Friday

Gym fire panel,
alarm system 
to be replaced

‘Neighborhood watch’ gets council support
Due to concerns about law enforce-

ment protection in Elgin, the issue of 
forming a neighborhood watch pro-
gram was raised at the city council 
meeting held September 9.

Elgin resident Diane Landers, a city 
council candidate running unopposed 

for the seat currently being held by 
Mike Dvorak, read prepared remarks 
about the need for such a program.

Concerns she raised involved the 
perceived increase in unusual/suspi-
cious activity in and around Elgin and 
the response time from the Antelope 

County Sheriff’s Department when 
incidents are called in. It is the goal of 
having a citizen-based “watch” pro-
gram implemented that could assist 
the Sheriff’s Department with informa-
tion observed and recorded.

“A number of citizens have indicat-
ed that they’re willing to be trained 
on how to observe or gather pertinent 
information that may be useful to law 
enforcement agencies in case you know 
there’s a crime that has been commit-
ted.,” she read. “As a community, we 
recognize that the small size of our 
county law enforcement number of 
officers, combined with the distances 
involved in patrolling and traveling 
Antelope County...can make response 
times (to) calls a bit longer.”  It was 
noted that response time to Elgin for 
an officer dispatched from the law 
enforcement center in Neligh is ap-
proximately 14 minutes, depending on 
highway traffic and cruiser speed.

Landers’ concerns were supported 
by council members and Mayor Mike 
Schmitt. Council members echoed the 
sentiment.

“I think it’s a good idea,” council 
member Craig Niewohner said.

While no formal action was taken 
since Landers was asking for just 
support from the council at this time, 
the next step will be to organize a town 
hall-type meeting for citizens interest-
ed in being a part of the program.

In other action:
In a related matter, law enforcement 

patrol in Elgin during June totaled 73 
hours and 18 minutes with 11 911 calls. 
In July, patrol time was 73 hours and 
45 minutes with six 911 calls. 

Ordinance — The council approved 
the annual wage ordinance after sus-
pending the mandatory three readings.

Agreement — An interlocal agree-
ment involving the Antelope County 
Library Association was approved.

Permits approved — Building per-
mits sought by Capital Select, Amanda 
Gouge and Ted Baum were approved at 
the meeting.

Rain drops don’t deter
participants, attendees

from taking part in
Show & Shine Sunday

The rain may have deterred some, but not many, from participating 
in Sunday’s 14th Annual Show & Shine Car Show held near Elgin City 
Park (above). Motorcycles, pickups and cars, all the pride and joy of 
their owners, were on display for all to see during the show which 
lasted for three hours. Shown touching up his vintage Ford 500 auto-
mobile is Elgin’s Wes Prater (left). Before the event was over, winners 
were announced for the event. They can be found on Page Two.
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CWC varsity volleyball girls 
played O’Neill St. Mary’s, 
Tuesday, Sept. 8 in Chambers. 
The final score was St Mary’s 
3, CWC 0. They then traveled 
to Ainsworth on Thursday, 
Sept. 10 for a volleyball trian-
gular.  CWC final scores were: 
North Central 2, CWC 0 and 
Ainsworth 2, CWC 0. 

CWC varsity football boys 
traveled to Spencer Friday, 
Sept. 11 to play Boyd County. 
The final score was Boyd Coun-
ty 58, CWC 6.  

CWC football homecoming 
will be held Friday, Septem-
ber 18 in Chambers with the 
Renegades playing Sandhills/
Thedford.  The game will begin 

at 3 p.m. 
Steven and Janna Schrunk 

of Bartlett attended their 
granddaughter Elowen’s first 
birthday celebration at the 
Heartland Bank Conference 
Center in Geneva on Saturday, 
Sept. 12. Elowen is the daughter 
of Meghan and David Hester of 
Fairmont, NE. Elowen and her 
grandfather Steven share the 
same birthday. Sherry Tet-
schner also attended this event. 

My daughter Angela Keyes 
and her husband Mike and their 
children Sawyer, Winnie and 
Juniper had lunch and an en-
joyable visit with Lois Schrunk 
in her home, Saturday. Juniper 
had to check her tree ( a juniper 

tree) out in the back yard to see 
how much it had grown.  It’s 
now taller than Juniper.  

I did a bit of traveling on 
Saturday. I first went to Geneva 
to the birthday party, then to 
Burwell to the Rustic Retreat 
Tiny House where my daughter 
Angela and her family were 
staying. Marcia, the propri-
etor, has done an excellent job 
decorating the place. We visited 
around the gas fire pit in the 
backyard. The complimentary 
kolaches, I’m sure baked by 
Marcia, looked delicious. I’m 
sure they were saved for break-
fast the next morning. 

By Sherry Tetschner

Bartlett News
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago    	     September 22, 1966

Miss Rose Lordemann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Lorde-
mann and Dennis Wiehn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Wiehn 
were married Saturday, Sept. 17, 1966 in St. John’s Catholic Church 
in Petersburg. Rev. Francis Kubart officiated at the 10:00 a.m. dou-
ble ring ceremony.

Moisture in Elgin has risen to 3.40 inches for the month of Sep-
tember with the addition of .30 of an inch last Saturday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Salber are the parents on an 8 lb., 10 oz. 
Daughter, Mary Jo born Sept. 15, 1966 in the Antelope Memorial 
Hospital.    	     

Fifty Years Ago 	   September 22, 1976

Two building fronts are being remodeled on main street. First 
to be enclosed was the VFW Club which was blocked in by knowl-
edgeable members. Preparatory to expansion of Elgin Drug, Jerry 
Sheets is having the building adjoining him on the north remod-
eled. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Kerkman announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Barbara Ann, to Rex Hoffart, son of Mr. and Mrs. War-
ren Hobart of Plainview. An October 30th wedding is planned. 

Frieda Josten, who has been Antelope County Superintendent of 
Schools for many years, has tendered her resignation to the Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors effective October 29, 1976. Her resignation 
was accepted by the board at their Sept. 14 meeting.                     

Thirty Years Ago 	     September 25, 1996

John Starman, a native of the Elgin area, has recently opened a 
sales office and warehouse for Pioneer brand products at Beckman 
Lumber south of Elgin. 

Karen Koenig of Elgin has been named a regional coordinator 
for Northeast Community College’s Continuing Education Pro-
gram. She will serve the communities of Battle Creek, Brunswick, 
Clearwater, Elgin, Madison, Meadow Grove, Neligh, Newman 
Grove, Orchard, Petersburg and Tilden. 

It Pays to Advertise! Stuck between a memory and a dream

THE WAY I
SEE IT

Student Intern
Anna Stuhr

“We’re all living somewhere 
between a memory and a 
dream.” I heard that phrase 
recently, and I have been pon-
dering it since. Maybe because 
it feels like such an accurate de-

scription 
of life.

We are 
constant-
ly looking 
back-
ward and 
forward. 
Behind 
us are the 
memo-
ries—the 
people 
we once 
were, the 
places 
we once 
lived, 

the songs 
that take us instantly back 
to a particular summer, the 
photographs that remind us 
how quickly our children are 
growing. Ahead of us are the 
dreams—the things we still 
hope to accomplish, the places 
we want to go, the people we 
hope to become.

And somewhere between the 
two is today. This ordinary, 
easily overlooked day. I think 
we sometimes rush through 
the present because we are too 
busy missing what has already 
happened or anticipating what 
hasn’t happened yet. We look at 
old pictures and wonder where 
the time went. We miss the 
people that are no longer part 
of our present. We reminisce 
about the things of the past. 

Then we look ahead and 
think about how much better 
things will be when the kids are 
older, when the house is fin-
ished, when the career settles 
down, when we finally take that 
trip, when life slows down. 

But what if this is the part 
we’ll someday miss? What if 
some day we miss the messy 
kitchen, the full calendar, the 
conversations that happen in 
the car, or the workout that 
nearly killed us but somehow 
made us laugh. Will we miss 
having a cup of coffee on the 
porch or the sound of familiar 
voices in the next room? Some-
day will we be missing people 
that are here with us now, but 
may be gone in the future?

One day, today will be a mem-
ory. We will look back on today 
with fondness and miss this 
time, so why not enjoy it while 
we’re in it? And perhaps that 
is what makes it so precious. 
Today was once the dream we 
were looking toward, and before 
we know it, it’s the past we’re 
remembering. We don’t get to 
choose which ordinary mo-
ments will eventually become 
the ones we treasure most. The 
little things we barely notice to-
day may become the stories we 
tell years from now. The people 
sitting beside us now may some-
day be the faces we search for in 
old photographs.

At the same time, the dreams 
ahead of us matter, too. Hope is 

part of being human. We need 
something to look forward to. 
We need goals, adventures, 
prayers, and possibilities. 
Dreams keep us moving. Per-
haps the trick is learning to 
hold both—the memory behind 
us and the dream ahead of us—
without missing the moment 
underneath our feet.

Life isn’t lived in the past or 
the future. It is lived here. In 
the space between what was and 
what will be. Between a mem-
ory and a dream. And maybe, 
if we’re paying attention, we’ll 
realize that someday we’ll look 
back on this very moment and 
recognize it for what it was:

A dream we were already 
living.

Monday, September 21: 
Breaded pork tenderloin sand-
wich, potato salad, coleslaw, 
baked beans, milk

Tuesday, September 22: 
Ham & scalloped potato casse-
role, green beans, mandarin 
oranges, bread/butter, milk.

Wednesday, September 
23: Chicken & cheese enchi-
ladas, refried beans, Spanish 
rice, milk.

Thursday, September 24: 
Baked steak, mashed potatoes 
& gravy, corn, fruit cocktail, 
bread & butter, milk.

Friday, September 25: 
Chili-cheeseburger, french 
fries, cheesy broccoli, manda-
rin oranges, bread & butter, 

milk.
Menus are provided by the 

Community Center and are 
subject to change without 
notice.

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 

Serving starts at approx-
imately 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. Takeout starts at 
11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. to reserve a meal for that 
day. For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin Community Center meals

“Every day is a good day for a 
home-cooked meal with friends!”

Girl Code. I’m sure you’ve heard of it before, but what does it re-
ally mean? Is it an actual code? Or is it just a myth? Let me tell you 
right now; it’s real, and women take it seriously.

Rule #1: You don’t tell a friend’s secrets unless it’s harmful to 
them or others.

Rule #2: Respect all other girls. Ladies, we need to support each 
other. That’s our job as women.

Rule #3: If you’re in a relationship, whether it be a friendship or 
dating, don’t force yourself to do something that you don’t want to 
do. You don’t owe anyone anything.

Rule #4: Set your own boundaries and stick to them. If you have 
standards, don’t change them for anyone. The 
right people will respect your boundaries, and 
they’ll work to meet your standards, too. For 
example, I had a friend who I’ve been talking 
to for a little over a year, and he used to ask 
me to do something that I wasn’t comfortable 
with, and I told him on multiple occasions that 
I wasn’t comfortable with what he was asking 
me to do. Now, I have plenty of other friends, 
and none of them have ever pushed when I told 
them that I was uncomfortable with something. 
After comparing my relationship with him to 
those I have with my other friends, I’ve come 
to the conclusion that our friendship isn’t the 
healthiest.

Rule #5: If a friend is in trouble, back her up. 
Do whatever you can to help her get out of trou-
ble. No woman should have to struggle alone.

Rule #6: Don’t judge each other. It will get us nowhere. Building 
each other up is how we make a difference in the world.

Rule #7: Be honest with each other. They always say “honesty is 
the best policy.” Take that seriously. No one ever got anywhere by 
lying. Good friendships are built on trust. If you truly wish to have 
a friend who will stick with you and have your back, honesty is 
your first step.

Rule #8: Give honest advice. When your friend asks, “Does this 
make me look fat?” Be honest. If it does, tell her. Otherwise, some-
one else will, and I can guarantee you, she’d much rather hear it 
from you than from that boy she likes.

Rule #9: Don’t leave your friends behind. Be faithful to one an-
other. “It’s better to have hard times together, than to have it easy 
alone.” -Unknown

Rule #10: Trust each other. As I said before, the best relation-
ships are built on trust.

Women take it seriously - girls code

See CODE, Page 6 ▶

Weeks in the making, it all came down to a just a few minutes 
last week. The Elgin City Council performed one of their mandato-
ry jobs on Wednesday night, September 9. Meeting two days later 
than normal due to the Labor Day holiday, and after the conclusion 
of two public hearings, the council unanimously approved the 
2026/2027 Fiscal Year budget. All four council members - Leigh 
Kluthe, Jeremy Young, Mike Dvorak and Craig Niewohner, passed 
a 2,692,523.00 operating budget with a property tax request of 
235,742.42. The tax rate is 0.331269, reflecting a -1% change from the 
previous year.

Also at the meeting, concerns were raised during the meeting 
about the street and curbs breaking up on Maple Street between 
First & Second streets. Noting that work could be done by por-
tions, all agreed that it would be wise to visit with Central Valley 
Ag (CVA) about the damage in that area around their scale where 
truck traffic is heavy.

City approves 26/27 budget
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.

U.S. Senate Website:  www.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer: 825 B Hart Senate Office Bldg., Wash-
ington D.C. 20510. Phone: (202) 224-6551. Fax: (202) 228-1325.
Senator Pete Ricketts: 386A Senate Russell Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. Phone (202) 224-4224.

U.S. House Website:  www.house.gov
Representative Adrian Smith: 503 House Office Bldg., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20515-2703. Phone (202) 225-6435. Fax: (202) 225-

0207. E-mail: http:///www.house.gov/writerep/.

Nebr. Unicameral Website  www.unicam.state.ne.us
Governor Jim Pillen: Executive Suite, P.O. Box 94848, Lincoln, 
NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2244.

Lieutenant Governor Joe Kelly: Office of the Lt. Gov., P.O. Box 
94863, Lincoln, NE 68509-4863. Phone: (402) 471-2256.
District 40 State Senator Barry DeKay: P.O. Box 94604, Lin-
coln, NE 68509. Phone: (402) 471-2801. E-mail: barry.dekay@
leg.ne.gov.
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WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Pete Ricketts

Just about every week, I drive by a 
massive construction project on the 
north side of Lincoln, next to Interstate 
80.

Construction cranes soar high into 
the air; bulky soil scrapers remove 
hills and build new ones; a steady 
stream of construction vehicles scurry 
to and fro.

It is the site for a $600-million data 
center for Google.

Work has been ongoing for more 
than three years, transforming farm-
land and a state rest stop into a home 
for banks and 
banks of high-pow-
ered computers.

When construc-
tion began, the 
project was only 
known by a code 
name, “Project 
Agate.” There was 
mostly just curios-
ity about what was 
going on there.

Since 2020, 
Nebraska has 
been encourag-
ing data centers, 
after including tax 
incentives for such 
facilities in a new, economic develop-
ment tool, the “ImagiNE Act.”

Forty-one of the 49 state senators 
voted in favor of tax credits for data 
centers. The bill was signed into law 
by then Gov. Pete Ricketts. (TV ads at-
tacking gubernatorial candidate Lynne 
Walz for approving millions of dollars 
for data centers ought to name the 40 
other state legislators and governor 
who OK’d the bill.)

Back then, the thinking was that 
data centers were a great new custom-
er for the state’s public power provid-
ers. A few, high paying jobs would 
come along too.  

But since then, attitudes have 
changed dramatically as these cen-
ters have grown larger and larger and 
their link to artificial intelligence has 
become clearer.

At least 12 communities across 
Nebraska have passed moratoriums 
blocking construction of data centers 
over concerns about huge consump-
tion of electricity and water and noise. 
Lurking in the background is whether 
AI will replace jobs.

The Lincoln data center, according 
to the Lincoln Journal Star, is already 
online, and pulling 11% of the city’s 
electricity. City leaders there are say-
ing one data center, for now, is enough, 
given other demands for water and 
power.

There’s a lot of mixed feelings about 
AI.

President Trump recently posted 
that data centers would lead to lower 
taxes and create tremendous wealth, 
and those opposing them favored “pov-
erty, crime and squalor” and wished to 
be “backwards and poor.”

To be sure, we rely on AI to answer 
all kinds of questions, to help create 
speeches, and (as I just did) double 
check several dates and past news sto-
ries concerning data centers. (It sure 
was quicker, and more convenient, 
than searching through a newspaper 
clip file as in the olden days.)

I’ve also used AI to create a logo for 
a side business I have. It took only a 
few seconds and cost a fraction of what 
a graphic arts business might charge. 

At one Lincoln business, 80% of its 
computer coding is now written by AI, 
saving time and money.

But worries about the new gen-
eration of massive data centers are 

25 years later, we must never forget

See RICKETTS, Page 6 ▶

We should be
grateful for
their service

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

Growth of  data centers and AI
prompt reconsideration by state leaders

growing. 
Is there enough power and water for 

such complexes? Will our utility bills 
go up? What about noise and light pol-
lution? Will jobs be eliminated by the 
AI revolution? And whose jobs?

A lot of these concerns have inten-
sified in the past few months as these 
data centers have become much bigger, 
and more numerous.

Already, Nebraska has 39 data cen-
ters, which ranks No. 9 nationally for 
most per capita, according to report-
ing by the Nebraska Examiner’s Erin 
Bamer. They consume nearly 12% of 
the state’s electricity. 

Likely in response to the AI back-
lash, Gov. Jim Pillen recently signed 
an executive order ending state tax 
incentives for data centers (just a few 
months after getting a law passed that 
helped data centers). In just five years, 
data centers have enjoyed more than 
(gulp) $500 million in property tax 
breaks alone. 

Given that these new data centers 
are being built by some of the wealth-
iest corporations on earth, it seems 
pretty clear that they don’t need tax 
breaks any longer.

Pillen also created a task force to 
study issues surrounding data centers. 

I’ve always appreciated Nebraska’s 
reluctance to be the first kid to jump 
into a new pool, choosing instead to let 
others check out a new technology or 
business opportunity before leaping.

It’s time to slow down, explore the 
issues around data centers and AI, and 
then decide how to proceed.

*****
Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-

braska state government and the state 
for decades. He is a retired senior re-
porter for the Nebraska Examiner and 
the former Capitol Bureau Chief for the 
Omaha World-Herald. 

A native of Ralston, Nebraska, he 
loves traveling and writing about the 
state.

See DeKAY, Page 5 ▶

My favorite part of my job as U.S. 
Senator is traveling the state and 
hearing directly from Nebraskans.  I 
welcomed hundreds of Nebraskans to 
my annual Federal Issues Forum at the 
Nebraska State Fair.  I’m grateful for 
everyone who attended.

The Federal Issues Forum is an 
event where we discuss federal issues 
impacting Nebraskans.  The event 
included the Ricketts Review release.  
This highlights my track record as 
Senator and discusses wins for Nebras-
kans.  I was joined at the Forum by 
Senator Deb Fischer and Secretary of 
Agriculture Brooke Rollins.  A major 
focus of the Forum was how we are 
delivering for Nebraska farmers and 
ranchers. 

Senator Fischer and I discussed our 
work on the Working Families Tax 
Cuts.  It made the Death Tax exemption 
permanent.  88% of Nebraska farms 
and ranches are 
family owned.  
Now, generations 
of hard work can 
stay in the family.  
We also updated 
reference prices 
for the first time 
in 11 years.  We 
doubled trade pro-
motion funding.  
Now, we’re provid-
ing $285 million 
annually for the 
Market Access 
Program and the 
Foreign Market 
Development program.  That means 
more demand for Nebraska beef, corn, 
and soybeans abroad.

Senator Fischer and I are also 
fighting to secure securing nationwide, 
year-round E15.  In Nebraska, we know 
that E15 is a win-win-win.  It saves 
folks money at the pump.  It’s good for 
the environment.  And it helps farmers 
get better prices for their crops.  We 
are working to get it across the finish 
line.

Secretary Brooke Rollins helped 
throughout this year’s historic wild-
fires and natural disasters.  In March, 
she toured fire damage with Senator 
Fischer and me.  Secretary Rollins 
has seen our recovery needs first-
hand.  And she has helped us recover 
and rebuild.   This includes opening 
the grazing access at the Valentine 
National Wildlife Refuge.  She has 
also offered the time and assistance of 
USDA officials.  That includes Under 
Secretary of Agriculture Richard 
Fordyce, who joined me for roundta-
bles to discuss wildfire recovery and 
the Farm Service Agency.  We listened 
to Nebraska ranchers about the chal-
lenges for rebuilding.  They said they 
needed flexibility, not one-size-fits-
all policies.  After these discussions, 
the USDA loosened requirements for 
replacing fence posts damaged in the 
fires.  This also led to the introduction 
of my FENCE Act.  The legislation 
would allow virtual fencing to be an 
option under the Emergency Conserva-
tion Program.

Secretary Rollins has also fought 
against Communist China’s efforts to 
purchase American ag land.  USDA 
recently established the National 
Farm Security Action Plan.  It makes 
our government aware of Communist 
China’s influence in rural America.  
As of 2023, Communist China owned 
more than 277,000 acres of farmland.  
It’s not just about the number of acres 
that they own.  The land they own 
surrounds the Grand Forks Air Force 
Base in North Dakota and Fort Bragg 
in North Carolina.  Communist China 
is buying land around sensitive mili-
tary installations.  This land owner-
ship is a real national security threat.  
That’s why I introduced the PLOT Act 
and the AFIDA Improvements Act.  
These bills would strengthen the for-
eign ag land reporting process to make 
blocking transactions easier.  Compo-
nents of the AFIDA Improvements Act 
are included in the draft Senate farm 
bill and in the House-passed farm bill.

Federal issues
forum recap

Twenty-five years ago, our nation 
was attacked, and the world as we 
knew it changed forever. 

On September 11, 2001, nearly 3,000 
innocent people lost their lives during 
the deadliest terrorist attacks on 
American soil. Now, twenty-five years 
later, we honor their memory and en-
sure they are never forgotten.

But remembering September 11th 
means more than reflecting on the 
events of that day. It means remember-
ing how Americans responded in the 
face of evil and carrying that courage 
forward.

As our nation struggled to compre-
hend what was unfolding, our first re-
sponders were running toward danger. 
Firefighters, police officers, emergen-
cy medical personnel, and countless 
others put their lives on the line to 
save their fellow Americans. They did 
not hesitate. They answered the call.

Miles away, we saw the same cour-
age aboard Flight 93. After learning 
about the attacks in New York and 
Washington, the passengers and crew 
made the decision to fight back against 
their hijackers. They knew the danger 
they faced, but they chose to sacrifice 

themselves to protect others. Their 
bravery thwarted the terrorists’ plan 
and prevented the plane from reaching 
its intended target, ultimately saving 
thousands of innocent lives.

But the response did not end that 
day. In the days and weeks that fol-
lowed, countless brave men and women 
answered the call to defend our nation 
overseas. They fought not only to keep 
Americans safe, but to protect the free-
doms and democratic principles that 
make our country worth defending.

Here at home, Americans came 
together. Churches opened their doors. 
Neighbors checked on one another. 
People lined up to donate blood and fly 
flags from their homes and vehicles. 
Across our country, people found ways 
to help and remind one another that we 
were not alone.

Even in our darkest moment, we 
never lost sight of what it means to be 
an American. 

We look out for one another. We 
stand with our neighbors in times of 
need. We serve something greater than 
ourselves. And when our freedom and 
democratic principles are threatened, 
we defend them.

Twenty-five years ago, Americans 
showed the world what we are capa-
ble of when we stand together. Today, 
we owe it to those we lost, those who 
survived, and those who sacrificed 
themselves to save others to never 
forget that lesson.

Our freedom is 
not something we 
should ever take for 
granted. Democra-
cy cannot defend 
itself. It relies on 
us to continue to 
stand together, to 
serve our commu-
nities, to defend our 
freedoms, and pass 
our nation’s princi-
ples on to the next 
generation.

Now more than 
ever, we must 
continue to defend 
our freedom. We 
must continue to stand together. And 
we must make sure the next generation 
understands why. 

Twenty-five years later, we must 
never forget.

This week, we recognize Friday, 
September 11th as Patriot Day and take 
this as an opportunity to recognize 
and honor our nation’s heroes. Twen-
ty-five years ago, our country suffered 
the tragic events of the September 
11th terrorist attacks where nearly 
3,000 Americans lost their lives in an 
unprecedented act of terror. Today, an 
entire generation of Americans have 
now come of age with no living memo-
ry of that fateful day. We take this day 
as an opportunity to remember and 
honor the innocent victims of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks and ensure we never 
forget them. 

I would like to take this time to 
recognize the countless brave men and 
women who responded to this crisis 
and continue to protect our nation 
to this day. On that day, and in the 
months following, tens of thousands 
of police officers, firefighters, medi-
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DeKayOBITUARIES
Kenneth G. Bode, 72

April 13, 1954 — September 6, 2026
He lived life fast and hard. He was always 
doing something and rarely let much dust 

settle beneath his feet.
Kenneth G. 

Bode, 72 of El-
gin, passed away 
Sunday, Septem-

ber 6, 2026 at Antelope Memori-
al Hospital in Neligh, NE. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day, September 15, 2026 at St. 
Boniface Church in Elgin with 
Fr. Frank Baumert and Deacon 
John Starman officiating. 

Inurnment will take place 
at Black Bird Cemetery near 
O’Neill, NE at a later date. 

Visitation will be 5:00-7:00 
p.m. Monday at Levander Fu-
neral Home in Elgin. 

Memorials are suggested to 
the family for later designation.

Levander Funeral Home of 
Elgin is in charge of arrange-
ments. Condolences may be sent 
to the family at www.levander-
funeralhome.com

*****
Kenneth George Bode, son 

of Delbert Gilbert and Delores 

Marie (Jochum) Bode, was born 
April 13, 1954, at Tilden, NE. He 
grew up on the family farm west 
of Elgin, NE, with his siblings. 
Kenny attended elementary 
school at St. Boniface School 
and later Pope John High 
School, graduating with the 
Class of 1972.

Following high school, Kenny 
started a trucking business, 
eventually running as many 
as six trucks hauling livestock 
from Sioux City, IA, to Los An-
geles, CA. On October 18, 1980, 
he was united in marriage to 
Barbara Kaye Mann at Christ 
Lutheran Church in O’Neill, 
NE. The couple initially lived in 
Elgin before their adventures 
took them to Grover, CO; North 
Platte, NE; Johnstown, NE; and 
Burwell, NE, where they leased 
ranches and took in yearlings.

Kenny and Barb eventually 
returned to the Elgin area, 
where Kenny owned and operat-
ed feedyards. In addition to the 

feedyards, he was involved in 
livestock marketing, order-buy-
ing cattle for other producers, 
and ultrasounding cattle along-
side his son Cody.

Kenny lived life fast and 
hard. He was always doing 
something and rarely let much 
dust settle beneath his feet. His 
adventurous spirit showed itself 
at an early age when he built 
wings for his arms and at-
tempted to fly from the hayloft. 
That endeavor didn’t quite pan 
out, but it certainly didn’t end 
his interest in aviation. Over 
the years, Kenny’s adventures 
included flying powered para-
chutes and airplanes—with a 
few of those adventures ending 
much like the hayloft experi-
ment.

He loved going for drives with 
his trusty four-legged compan-
ion, Dog, and you never quite 
knew where the two of them 
might end up. Kenny enjoyed 
reading and had an exceptional 
eye for good horses and cattle. 
He was constantly tinkering, 
building, or working on some-
thing in his spare time. He also 
enjoyed firearms and was an 
excellent shot.

During the past two and 
a half years, Kenny became 
involved with AA in O’Neill, 
which he fondly referred to 
simply as “Club.” Through Club, 
he found a great network of 
friends, fellowship, and support 
that became an important part 
of his life.

Left to cherish his memory 
and celebrate Kenny’s life are 
his wife, Barb Bode of Elgin; 
three sons: Cody Bode (Meghan 
Votta) of Norfolk, NE; Tyler 
(Hannah) Bode of Wann, OK; 
and Jake Bode of Verdigre, NE; 
seven grandchildren: Jeremiah 
(Aubrey) Highsmith of Nowata, 
OK; Harris and Lucas Bode of 
Wann, OK; and Malleigh, Ever-
leigh, Stella, and Berkley Bode 
of Norfolk, NE; his four-legged 
companion, Dog; six siblings: 
Doris Rusnak of Wisconsin; Pat 
(John “Red”) Burgert of Table 
Rock, NE; Stan Bode of Elgin; 
Clay Bode of Ord, NE; Charlie 
(Shelley) Bode of Elgin; and 
Doug (Jean) Bode of Burwell, 
NE; along with many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, and 
friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; infant brother, Del-
bert Jr.; and brother, Jeff Bode.
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James J. Bolling, 81
January 5, 1945 — September 16, 2026

Born south of Clearwater, he went on to operate 
Bolling Construction, Inc. for 37 years. He had 

the natural ability to “eye” a project.

Funeral 
services for 
James (“Jim”) 
J. Bolling, Sr., 

aged 81, of Neligh, Nebraska 
will be 10:00 a.m. Thursday, 
September 17, 2026 at Snider 
Memorial Funeral Home in 
Clearwater, Nebraska with Rev. 
Ryan Janke officiating. 

Visitation will be Wednesday, 
September 16, 2026 from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at Snider Memorial 
Funeral Home in Clearwater. 
Burial will be in the Clearwater 
Cemetery. 

Jim departed from this life at 
Mid-Nebraska Lutheran Home 
in Newman Grove, NE, on Sep-
tember 13, 2026, surrounded by 
family. 

Snider Memorial Funeral 
Home is handling the arrange-
ments. 

Condolences may be directed 
to the family at www.sniderme-
morial.com

*****
James “Jim” Bolling was 

born at home south of Clear-
water, Nebraska on January 
5, 1945 to Arnold and Dora 
(Behnk) Bolling. Jim was 
baptized and confirmed in the 
Lutheran faith at Concordia 
Lutheran Church in Clearwater. 
Jim attended primary school at 
Midland District 70 and grad-
uated from Clearwater Public 
Schools in 1963. 

Following high school, Jim 
worked at Contois body shop in 
Neligh, and hauled explosives 
to coal mines outside of Lander, 
WY.

Jim returned to Clearwater 
and began an apprenticeship 
with Reid Mummert, who 
taught him the heavy construc-
tion trade. For 37 years, Jim 
operated Bolling Construc-
tion, Inc. where he altered the 
landscape of local farms and 
fields and maintained roads for 
county townships. He had the 
natural ability to “eye” a project 
without measurements and 
make it come out just right.

Jim was united in marriage 
on March 5, 1965 to Gayl Lar-

son, until her death on July 31, 
1998. They made their home 
south of Clearwater. To this 
union were born four children: 
Brenda Sterns of Chambers, 
NE; Rachel (Ryan) Maxon of 
Lincoln, NE; Jamie (Brian) 
Podtburg; Adams, NE; and 
James J. Bolling, II, Clearwater, 
NE. 

On October 22, 1999, Jim was 
united in marriage to Bobbi 
Turay and gained two step-chil-
dren; Chet Wright (Robbie Cul-
len) of O’Neill, NE and Jamie 
(Brandon) Hart of Neligh, NE. 
Following retirement from the 
heavy equipment business, Jim 
and Bobbi made their home in 
Neligh and opened Riverside 
Antiques. Jim unretired no 
less than a handful of times to 
work for Klabenes Construc-
tion where he made many good 
friends.

One of the biggest joys of his 
life was fishing – anywhere 
from Lakes Christina and Sho-
shone in Wyoming, to Grassy 
Narrows in Ontario, Canada, 
and to the Missouri River. He 
also enjoyed antiques and there 
wasn’t a shop he didn’t search 
out to find a treasure to drag 
home. He also enjoyed spending 
time with his family, spending 
time at Goose Lake when his 
children were young, teaching 
them to fish and water ski. He 
especially enjoyed spending 
time with his family at Christ-
mas and no summer get togeth-
er at Papa’s house was complete 
without a backyard hot dog 
and s’mores roast with his 
grandchildren. Jim was also a 
skilled carpenter, mechanic and 
gardener. He enjoyed making 
his back yard an oasis to rest 
and enjoy time with his family 
and friends.

In addition to his wife, Bobbi, 
and his children, Jim is sur-
vived by 17 grandchildren and 
14 great-grandchildren; and his 
brother, Merlin (Janice) Bolling 
of Clearwater, NE. Jim was pre-
ceded in death by his first wife; 
his parents; and nephew Jarod 
Bolling.
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cal personnel, and other first 
responders worked tirelessly to 
save lives and restore safety in 
our nation. 

In total, it took nearly nine 
months for the wreckage of the 
World Trade Center in New 
York City to be cleaned up 
entirely, and over a million tons 
of debris was moved throughout 
that time. 

During this process, many 
of these first responders were 
exposed to chemicals and smoke 
that would have serious lasting 
impacts on their health, and for 
those impacted we too remem-
ber their sacrifice and courage. 
To those first responders, and 
all those serving our communi-
ties today, I thank you for your 
service.

In addition to our first 
responders, I also want to 
take a moment to recognize 
our country’s military service 
members who have sacrificed 
much to maintain the security 
of our country. Both before and 
after the events of September 
11th, our country’s military has 
been essential to defending our 
safety at home and providing 
assistance around the globe. To-
day, I would also like to thank 
these proud men and women for 
their service both at home and 
abroad.

Congress has also declared 
September 11th as the National 
Day of Service and Remem-
brance. 

The day of service was au-
thorized by Congress in 2009 
under the Edward M. Kennedy 
Serve America Act. While this 
designation is too a reminder to 
remember and show reverence 
to the heroes who served our 
nation, it is also an invitation to 
turn the anniversary of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks into a positive 
day of charitable action, unity, 
and helping others. We must 
ensure that the memory of that 
fateful day never fades into 
history, but remains a living 
inheritance passed from one 
generation of Americans to the 
next. 

I encourage readers to consid-
er finding ways to serve others, 
volunteer, or assist in whatever 
way you can in your community 
as a way to remember the exam-
ple of those who came before us. 
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When you trust your friends, 
it eases your conscience, know-
ing that you have someone you 
can talk too. And your friends 
feel grateful, knowing that you 
trust them enough to talk to 
them. For example, one of my 
really good friends called me 
up a couple weeks ago and told 
me a story about what happened 
to her over the weekend, and it 
made my stomach churn. She 
asked me not to tell anyone else, 
saying that she was telling me 
all of this in confidence. After 
hanging up, I thought about 
what she told me, and one of the 
first emotions that I remember 
feeling was joy. I was so happy 
that she trusted me enough to 
tell me what had happened. It 
made me feel pride, knowing 
that our friendship was so 
strong. I’ve confided in her a 
couple of times, and when she 
and I talk through our prob-
lems, it lifts a weight off both of 
our shoulders, knowing that the 
other trusted us enough to tell 
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Code

Most rural Nebraskans con-
tinue to think positively about 
their communities, according to 
the 2026 Nebraska Rural Poll.

Many respondents to the poll 
— conducted annually by Rural 
Prosperity Nebraska with fund-
ing from Nebraska Extension 
— say it would be difficult to 
leave and most have a positive 
attachment to where they live, 
saying they have a good bond 
with others and feel a sense of 
connectedness and belonging.

Community pride is strong in 
rural Nebraska, poll shows

In addition, rural Nebras-
kans are generally positive 
about recent changes in their 
communities as well as the 
future. 

This year, more respondents 
believe their community has 
changed for the better (31%) 
than for the worse (26%), 
similar to the past two years. 
However, when asked what they 
expect 10 years from now, 25% 
believe their community will be 
a worse place to live, compared 

to 22% who believe it will be 
better and 53% who think it will 
be about the same.

“Nebraska communities have 
a valuable foundation: people 
who care about where they live 
and feel connected to,” said 
Mary Emery, director of Rural 
Prosperity Nebraska. “Under-
standing that foundation is 
important for communities as 
they think about their future. 
While there’s some uncertain-
ty about what the future will 
bring, there’s also a great deal 
of optimism and attachment. 
The choices communities make 
today can help shape whether 
that sense of belonging con-
tinues to be a defining part of 
rural Nebraska.”

Most rural Nebraskans 
surveyed have a positive at-
tachment to their community, 
said Becky Vogt, poll manager. 
Most agree that they have a 
good bond with others in their 
community (65%), they belong 
there (62%), they can get what 
they need there (61%), they feel 
like a member of their commu-
nity (61%), people there are good 
at influencing each other (56%), 

us, and knowing that we were 
helping each other. 

Rule #11: Listen when your 
friends give advice. This is my 
most important rule. Advice 
from friends has kept me from 
making some pretty stupid deci-
sions. If she’s truly your friend, 
then the advice that she gives is 
for your well-being and nothing 
else. The best example that I 
have is from a little over a year 
ago. I had just started talking to 
a new friend, and once my other 
friends found out, they told me, 
over and over again, that it was 
not a good idea. I didn’t listen, 
and I’ve been talking to him 
since, but they were right. Our 
friendship isn’t the greatest, 
and I’ve unofficially ended it 
between us. Best decision of my 
life. 

As women, we have a respon-
sibility to build each other up 
and defend one another.

That’s where Girl Code comes 
in. It’s a guideline for friend-
ships. It’s good advice. It helps 
play the game of life.

they feel connected to where 
they live (54%) and the com-
munity helps them fulfill their 
needs (53%).

Residents’ feelings and at-
tachment to their communities 
were also related to community 
size. 

Respondents living in or near 
larger communities, over 5,000 
residents, are more likely to say 
their community has changed 
for the better during the past 
year. 

However, those living in 
or near smaller communities 
(under 1,000 residents) are more 
likely to say they feel connected 
to where they live.

Most rural Nebraskans sur-
veyed see their communities as 
capable of defining their future. 
Sixty-three percent strongly 
disagree or disagree that their 
community is powerless to 
control its own future. In addi-
tion, half of respondents say it 
would be difficult to leave their 
community, while 36% indicate 
it would be easy to leave.

“Clearly rural Nebraskans 
have a strong sense of identity 
and belonging to their com-
munities,” said L.J. McElravy, 
associate professor of agricul-
tural leadership, education and 
communication at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska–Lincoln. “These 
residents aren’t simply living 
in these communities — many 
feel they’re part of them and 
that they have a role in shaping 
what happens next. That sense 
of connection, combined with 
the belief that they have a say 
in their community’s future.” 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER 9 MTG
THE DISTRICT #18 BOARD OF EDUCATION

ELGIN PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD
September Regular Meeting

EPS Board Room
September 9, 2026 7:00PM
President Lisa Welding called 

the Budget Hearing to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Board members present were 
Eric Beckman, Ron Bode, Steve 
Busteed, Todd Heithoff, Luke Hin-
kle and Lisa Welding.  Also present 
was Superintendent Mike Brock-
haus and Principal Greg Wemhoff.

President Welding went over 
Policy #204.03 Public Hearing 
Comments. 

Supt. Brockhaus presented the 
Board with the 2026-2027 Bud-
get.   The general Fund Request 
is $3,719,216.00 with a levy of 
0.343863 and the Special Building 
Fund Request is $202,020.00 with 
a levy of 0.018678 which is a total 
tax asking of $3,921,236.00 with a 
total levy of 0.362541.   President 
Welding encouraged questions or 
comments from the board mem-
bers.   Welding closed the hearing 
at 7:09 p.m. 

President Welding opened the 
2026-2027 Special Hearing to Set 
the Final Tax Request at 7:09 p.m. 
The General Fund Levy Request 
is 0.343863 and the Special Build-
ing Request is 0.018678 for a total 
Levy Request of 0.362541. Welding 
encouraged comments and ques-
tions from board members.  The 
hearing closed at 7:12 p.m. 

President Lisa Welding called 
the Regular September meeting to 
order on Wednesday, September 9, 
2026 to order at 7:12 p.m.

Board members present were 
Eric Beckman, Ron Bode, Steve 
Busteed, Todd Heithoff, Luke Hin-
kle and Lisa Welding.  Also present 
was Superintendent Mike Brock-
haus and Principal Greg Wemhoff.

President Welding led the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”   Welding 
reminded everyone that a copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Law 
was posted in the meeting room.

School board meeting notice 
complied with Meeting Notice Pol-
icy #204.07. Posting was done on 
the High School building window 
and post office bulletin board.

President Welding went over 
Policy #204.03 Public Hearing 
Comments

Ron Bode motioned, and Eric 
Beckman second to approve the 
Consent Agenda: #5- Minutes of 
Previous Meeting, #6- Adopt the 
Agenda, #7- Financial Report, #8- 
Board Bills. Vote 6-0, motion car-
ried.

319 GRAPHICS & T’S, 649.00; 
AMAZON, 2,085.95; AMH FAMI-
LY PRACTICE, 258.00; APPEARA, 
599.76; APPLIED CONNECTIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES, 8,046.42; Avive 
Solutions, Inc., 199.99; Bishop 
Business, 496.12; BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY, 674.97; Blooket LLC, 
59.88; BOMGAARS, 268.21; CAN-
VA US INC, 31.65; CASEY’S GEN-
ERAL STORE, 208.62; CENGAGE 
LEARNING, 198.00; CEV MULTI-
MEDIA, LTD., 1,575.00; CITY OF 
ELGIN, 2,734.64; CITY OF NEL-
IGH, 25.00; CodeHS, Inc, 1,250.00; 
CORNER SERVICE AND TIRE, 
697.02; CUSTOM SPORTS, 550.00; 
DEAN’S MARKET, 639.59; Demco, 
Inc., 279.68; DJI  USA, 3,148.89; 
EAKES OFFICE PLUS, 2,975.77; 
EDpuzzle, Inc., 13.50; ELGIN ONE-
STOP, 1,939.16; ELGIN REVIEW, 
THE, 1,250.49; ELKHORN RURAL 
POWER DISTRICT, 3,940.85; Ep-
idemic Sound, 144.00; ESU #8, 
2,118.00; Garbanzo LLC, 149.00; 
GREAT PLAINS COMM., INC., 
336.82; HMH Education Com-
pany, 1,997.36; ISLAND SUPPLY 
WELDING, 523.26; IXL LEARN-
ING, 3,787.50; J.W. PEPPER & 
SON, INC, 85.99; JAN X, 756.48; 
K.D. Tools, LLC, 364.00; KSB 
SCHOOL LAW PC LLO, 739.50; 
LAMPO GROUP, LLC, THE, 104.94; 
MAKEMUSIC CLOUD, 459.69; 
MENARDS, 3,026.71; MID-AMERI-
CAN RESEARCH CHEM, 2,514.40; 
NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOL BOARDS, 130.00; NOR-
FOLK DAILY NEWS, 225.00; 
Number Juan BBQ, 20.50; OL-
SON’S PEST TECHNICIANS, 
128.00; ONESOURCE, 68.00; 

PIZZA RANCH, 16.73; PRO-ED, 
INC, 328.00; ROCKET MATH, 
LLC, 90.00; SAMS Club, 383.34; 
SCHOOL MATE, 700.70; SELT-
ING, AMY, 50.29; SENOR WOOLY 
LEARNING, INC, 199.00; Speed 
Services, LLC, 961.68; Studies 
Weekly, 101.40; TEACHER DI-
RECT, 666.10; Teacher Synergy 
LLC, 1,000.00; TEACHING STRAT-
EGIES, LLC, 481.10; Themes & 
Variations, 200.00; TIME MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEMS, INC, 80.00; 
U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, 28.73; 
University of Nebraska- Lincoln, 
228.00; VERIZON WIRELESS, 
65.14; WAGEWORKS, INC., 144.50; 
WALMART, 359.35; Waste Con-
nections of Nebraska, Inc, 24.26

Fund Number 58,583.63
Checking Account ID 58,583.63
President Welding recognized 

visitors. 
In standing committee reports, 

Wolfpack committee discussed 
fundraising ideas, uniform rotation, 
and facility rotations.  The Finance 
committee reported on the discus-
sion of the budget and tax asking.

In the Principal’s report, Mr. 
Wemhoff provided information re-
garding the beginning of the aca-
demic year and the start of fall ac-
tivities.

In the Superintendent’s report, 
Mr. Brockhaus gave an update on 
building projects, the bus barn is 
finished.  Also discussed upcoming 
projects for the upcoming school 
year.   Mr. Brockhaus informed the 
board that the auditor will be here 
on September 23rd.

In action items, Todd Heithoff 
motioned, Ron Bode seconded 
to approve 2026-2027 Budget as 
presented. The general Fund Re-
quest is $3,719,216.00 with a levy of 
0.343863 and the Special Building 
Fund Request is $202,020.00 with 
a levy of 0.018678 which is a total 
tax asking of $3,921,236.00 with 
a total levy of 0.362541. Vote 6-0, 
motion carried. 

Steve Busteed motioned, Luke 
Hinkle seconded to approve 2026-
2027 Tax Resolution as presented. 
The General Fund Levy Request is 
0.343863 and the Special Building 
Request is 0.018678 for a total Levy 
Request of 0.362541. Vote 6-0, mo-
tion carried.

Motion to approve the bid from 
Protex Central for $7,167.57 to pur-
chase and the installation of a new 
fire panel in the gym building was 
made by Eric Beckman, seconded 
by Steve Busteed. Vote 6-0, motion 
carried. 

Todd Heithoff made a motion to 
approve the bid from Protex Cen-
tral for $88,798.36 for the purchase 
and installation of a new fire alarm 
system in the gym building. Ron 
Bode seconded the motion. Vote 
6-0, motion carried. Steve Busteed 
motioned, Luke Hinkle seconded 
to approve the purchase of white 
rock for the parking lots from Ja-
son Hoefer for $6,565.96. Vote 6-0, 
motion carried. 

Action was taken to approve 
the Elgin Education Association 
as the exclusive bargaining unit for 
the 2028-2029 contract year. Eric 
Beckman motioned, Todd Heithoff 
seconded. Vote 6-0, motion car-
ried. 

In Discussion items, discussion 
was held on watering the practice 
field and what options are avail-
able. The water reel is breaking so 
need to upgrade, discussion was 
held on putting in underground 
sprinkler system. 

Ron Bode motioned to adjourn 
the meeting, Steve Busteed sec-
ond.   Vote 6-0, motion carried.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

The next regular meeting will 
be October 14, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Board Room at Elgin Public 
School.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Bode, Secretary

Jessica Niewohner, Recorder
--This is a draft copy and does 

not become official Elgin Pub-
lic Board minutes until approved 
at the next regular or advertised 
meeting.
PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

It Pays to 
Advertise!

I’m grateful Secretary Roll-
ins joined us at the State Fair.  
We took questions directly from 
the audience about what issues 
affect them most.  I was grateful 
to the Nebraskans that weighed 
in on various issues.  That in-
cludes the Trump Administra-
tion’s recent decision to allow 
imports of foreign beef at zero 
tariff.  This was an opportunity 
to advocate for our farmers and 
ranchers directly to Secretary 
Rollins.  I encouraged this ad-
ministration to rethink short-
term policy changes that don’t 
offer long-term solutions.

Agriculture is Nebraska’s 
top industry.  It’s our way of 
life.  I’ll keep fighting for our 
farmers and ranchers.  Thank 
you to everyone who came to 
the Federal Issue Forum.  And 
thank you to everyone who 
worked, volunteered, or showed 
at the State Fair!

 ◀ FROM Page 4

Ricketts
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska

September 8th, 2026
Chairman opened the meeting.  

Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of 09-01-2026 BOC Meet-
ing. Public comments. Reviewed 
correspondence. Weed Superin-
tendent gave quarterly report.

Treasurer’s Fund Balance, Trea-
surer’s Miscellaneous Revenue, 
Sweep Account Statement, Clerk 
of the District Court Report and 
Sheriff’s fee report were presented. 
Office inventories were reviewed 
and resolution was approved. Dis-
cussion with constituents regard-
ing Flock Cameras.

Approved janitorial contract and 
Lamar sign lease agreements.

Approved payroll.
Approved vendor claims.
General: AMERITAS ins 

22,746.54; ANT CO COURT ex 
300.68; APPEARA ex 83.32; AP-
PLIED CONN TECH ex 6,088.86; 
FIRSTNET ut 647.92; AXON ENT 
ex 7,656.00; BLACK HILLS ENER-
GY ut 157.45; BCBS ins 90,678.41; 
BOMGAARS ex 278.67; CITY OF 
NELIGH ut 2,722.29; CITY OF 
NELIGH-RECY ut 1,000.00; CLERK 
OF THE DIST COURT ex 85.00; JU-
DITH COLE ps 10.00; COLONIAL 
LIFE ins 175.22; COPPLE ROCK-
EY & MCKEEVER PC ex 437.50; 
CUBBYS ex 1,036.45; DAS STATE 
ACCTG ex 1,214.60; DUSTYS ex 
1,326.08; EAKES OFC SOL ex 
1,003.87; EGLEY, FULLNER, MON-
TAG, MORLAND & E ex 2,491.90; 
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFT-
WARE ex 180.00; ELGIN REVIEW 
ex 219.80; ELITE OFC PRODS ex 
664.71; ESRI ex 550.00; FED W/H 
tax 13,563.69; FIRST CONCORD 
ins 3,580.77; GOV FORMS & SUP-
PLIES ex 238.79; GREAT PLAINS 
COMMS ut 319.96; DARRELL 
HAMILTON ps 11.00; HOLIDAY 
INN ex 699.75; COLLECTION SVC 
CENTER ex 659.35; KLEIN LAW 
OFC ex 2,038.40; KOINZAN ENT 
ex 150.26 ; LAWNS R US ex 721.00; 
LIBERTY NATL ins 133.22; LICHT-
ENBERG TIRE ex 24.00; MAD CO 
TREAS ex 116.36; MAD NATL LIFE 
ins 112.57; DUANE MILLER ps 
12.00; MIPS ex 4,933.37; NACO ex 
360.00; NATL INS SVC ins 55.50; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 5,686.12; 
NELIGH AUTO & MACHINE ex 
10.90; NELIGH POSTMASTER 
ex 210.00; VSP - NACO VISION 
ins 591.37; NCPPD ut 81.57; OLD 
MILL SALES & REPAIRS ex 35.00; 
LISA PAYNE ex 277.43; PINNACLE 

BANK ex 57.67; PITNEY BOW-
ES ex 1,063.26; PITZER DIG ex 
170.20; JANICE RIDDER ps 10.00; 
SANNE REPAIR ex 1,011.82; CAR-
OLINE SIEMS ex 25.00; WEX 
BANK ex 1,737.32; SNIDER ME-
MORIAL ex 1,100.23; SOC SEC 
29,617.64; STEALTH BROADBAND 
ex 1,140.76; STRATTON LAW 
GROUP ex 5,000.00; TRUSTMARK 
ins 1,099.75; UNIV OF NEBR-LIN-
COLN ut 45.02; WASHINGTON 
NATL ins 285.92; WAYNE CO 
TREAS ex 3,423.23; WESTERN 
OIL II ex 161.22; 319 GRAPHICS 
ex 124.50; ANT CO TREAS ex 
500,000.00; PAYROLL 148,537.59;

Road/Bridge: AKRS ex 5,057.91; 
AMERITAS ins 12,811.70; AMH ex 
95.00; APPEARA ex 75.90; FIRST-
NET ut 145.15; B’S ENT ex 8,162.50; 
BAUER BUILT TIRE ex 395.00; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY ut 342.22; 
BCBS ins 63,310.92; BOMGAARS 
ex 1,736.23; CARHART LUMBER 
ex 56.51; CIRCLE M TRUCKING 
ex 9,240.00; CITY OF ELGIN ut 
82.41; CITY OF NELIGH ut 30.00; 
CITY OF TILDEN ut 71.11; COLO-
NIAL LIFE ins 368.11; CONSTEL-
LATION ut 8.91; CORNER SVC & 
TIRE ex 960.00; CORNHUSKER 
INTERNATL TRUCK ex 6,141.87; 
CREDIT MGMT SVCS garn 571.61; 
CUBBYS ex 854.43; DUSTYS ex 
632.01; ELGIN ONE STOP ex 19.49; 
FARMERS PRIDE ex 42,551.86; 
FED W/H tax 7,007.91; FIRST CON-
CORD ins 2,991.37; FRONTIER 
COMM ut 1,101.34; GI TRAILER 
ex 301.88; GREAT PLAINS COM-
MS ut 340.85; GRUBB GRINDING 
ex 2,235.05; HARBOR FREIGHT 
ex 1,284.93; HOOFIN-IT TRUCK-
ING ex 18,705.00; COLLECTION 
SVC CNTR garn 611.50; ISLAND 
SUPPLY WELDING ex 242.42; 
JEBRO ex 162,855.18; JEO CON-
SULTING ex 13,383.75; KAYTON 
INTERNATL ex 381.62; LAWSON 
PRODS ex 169.94; LIBERTY NATL 
ins 154.27; LICHTENBERG TIRE 
ex 4,678.45; MAD NATL LIFE 
ins 60.98; GEORGE MAJERUS 
ex 11,680.00; MATTEO SAND & 
GRAVEL ex 13,088.67; MEDICAL 
ENT ex 72.00; ETHANS REPAIR 
ex 826.20; MITCHELL MACHINE 
WORKS ex 20.00; NACO ex 60.00; 
NATL INS SVC ins 88.25; NEBR 
CHILD SUPPORT garn 545.00; 
NEBR DEPT OF REV tax 3,404.60; 
NMC ex 1,754.63; NPPD ut 218.63; 
NELIGH AUTO & MACHINE ex 
134.92; VSP - NACO VISION ins 
389.86; NCPPD ut 207.78; NNTC 
ut 74.82; OLD MILLS SALES & RE-
PAIRS ex 1,600.00; LISA PAYNE 
ex 70.97; QUALITY IRON & MET-
AL ex 138.25; RAZOR TRACKING 

ex 1,225.00; RDO TRUCK CNTRS 
ex 17,347.80; ROSE EQUIPMNT 
ex 549.40; RYANS TRUCK ex 
10,801.16; SAPP BRO PETRO ex 
9,167.04; WEX BANK ex 629.12; 
SOC SEC 17,887.72; SPIKE DIA-
MOND RANCH TRUCKING ex 
2,640.00; SPUD CONSTRUCTION 
ex 122,325.17; SPUD TRUCKING ex 
7,392.50; STEALTH BROADBAND 
ut 160.74; SWITZER WELDING ex 
25.00; TEA WORX ex 4,950.00; 
TINSLEY GRAIN ex 8,990.00; 
TRUCK CENTER ex 1,028.78; 
TRUSTMARK ins 1,165.15; TWO 
RIVERS AUTO PARTS ex 885.42; 
VILLAGE OF BRUNSWICK ut 
59.50; VILLAGE OF CLEARWATER 
ut 89.50; WASHINGTON NATL ins 
99.60; WESTERN OIL II ex 363.14; 
WILLOW CREEK SAND & GRAVEL 
ex 5,360.25; PAYROLL  89,316.78; 

County Visitor Promotion: 
YOUNG N LIVELY ex 215.00; 

Register of Deeds: MIPS ex 
412.08; 

Law Enforcement: BLACK 
HILLS ENERGY ut 278.43; CASH-
WA DIST ex 435.54; CITY OF NEL-
IGH ut 2,432.16; CULLIGAN ex 
76.25; APRIL CURTISS ex 50.00; 
DEANS MARKET ex 559.20; 
FAITH HEALTH ex 405.00; HI-

LAND DAIRY ex 631.48; MIDWEST 
RESTAURANT SUPPLY ex 1,949.31; 
PINNACLE BANK ex 296.90; SYS-
CO ex 1,555.92; THRIFTWAY ex 
176.65; DENDINGER DRUG ex 
432.27; TRANE U S ex 4,349.00; 

Commissary: CHARM-TEX ex 
656.10; KEEFE SUPPLY ex 233.12; 
MIDWEST RESTAURANT SUPPLY 
ex 817.13; NEBR POPCORN SALES 
ex 66.00; PINNACLE BANK ex 
829.95; 

Building: ANT CO CLERK-REG-
ISTER ex 48.00; BRIAN DINSLAGE 
ex 2,609.88; ANDY DRUEKE ex 
4,440.00; GENE SELTING ex 
1,792.26. 

Zoning Administrator: Zoning 
permit report.

Road Superintendent Report. 
Approved six (6) oversize permits. 

Budget hearing. Approved 
adoption and tax request resolu-
tions.

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 9, 2026
The Elgin City Council met in 

regular session on Wednesday, 
September 9, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., 
pursuant to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 
Mayor Schmitt also opened the 
One and Six Year Street Hearing.

Council members present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Leigh Kluthe, and Jeremy 
Young. 

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

• August regular and budget 
workshop meeting minutes, trea-
surer’s report, transaction report, 
and paying the claims       (CLAIMS)

General Checking: Black Hills 
Energy, util, 885.08; 118 Insurance 
LLC, ins, 8,872.00; APPEARA, srv, 
196.16; Advanced Consulting En-
gineering Services, srv, 5,000.00; 
Amazon Capital Services, sup, 
537.48; Antelope County Sheriff, 
srv, 2,850.00; Applied Connec-
tive Technologies, srv, 25.00; Barb 
Bode, srv, 50.00; Bauer Welding 
& Repair, srv, 975.00; Blackburn 
Mfg. Co., sup, 290.50; Bomgaars, 
sup, 189.98; Bud’s Sanitary Service 
LLC, srv, 7,508.60; Camry Kittel-
son, training, 45.00; Cordell’s Sales 
& Service, LLC, sup, 78.66; Dakota 
Pump, srv, 1,760.21; Dean’s Market, 
sup, 58.90; Kaitlyn Dozler, rtn de-
posit, 32.64; Elgin One Stop, fuel 
& sup, 1,041.67; Elgin Volunteer 
Fire Dept., allotment, 4,600.00; 
Elkhorn Rural Public Power Dis-
trict, util, 4,602.53; Fitzgerald,Vet-
ter,Temple,Bartell&Henderson, 
srv, 350.00; Great Plains Com-
munications, util, 296.91; Jarecki 
Sharp & Petersen P.C., L.L.O., srv, 
468.00; Kaitey Schumacher, train-
ing, 105.00; Karin Kinney, training, 
45.00; Kayton Zwingman, training, 
105.00; Kenzie Wies, training, 60.00; 
Kerri Drueke, training, 150.00; Kev-
in Schindler, travel, 59.09; Kinley 
Drueke, training, 150.00; Kittelson 
Welding, srv, 620.00; Leifeld Hard-
ware, sup, 43.71; M. Solutions, LLC, 
srv, 4,200.00; Macy Rokahr, train-
ing, 90.00; Menards - Norfolk, sup, 
103.60; Midwest Laboratories Inc., 
srv, 575.32; NE Public Health Envi-
ronmental Lab, srv, 15.00; Neligh 
Auto & Machine Inc., sup, 248.75; 
One Call Concepts, Inc., srv, 13.04; 
Sapp Bros, Inc - Elgin, sup, 93.60; 
Sewer Replacement Account, 
transfer, 3,400.00; Sophia Burke, 
training, 90.00; Sydney Niewohner, 

training, 90.00; Tessa Barlow, 
training, 45.00; The Elgin Review, 
print, 59.24; Thrift Books Global, 
LLC, sup, 18.48; Young-N-Lively, 
srv, 45.00; Nebraska Department 
of Revenue, tax, 1,766.14; Unit-
ed States Treasury, tax, 7,047.15; 
American Funds Service Com-
pany, retirement, 1,137.73; Payroll, 
18,138.17

Debit Card: U.S. Post Office, 
postage, 72.70; Verizon Wireless, 
srv, 33.72

Rescue Checking: Albion Vol-
unteer Fire Department, training, 
60.00; Antelope Memorial Hos-
pital, sup, 13.06; Austin VanHorn, 
training, 1,499.00; Brixli Hanzel, 
misc, 25.00; Echo Electric, sup, 
192.44; Elgin One Stop, fuel, 125.42; 
Elgin Pharmacy, sup, 526.52; Lisa 
Poulsen, misc, 25.00; One Billing 
Solutions, srv, 360.46

• Resolution 2026-3, a resolution 
to sign the municipal annual certi-
fication of program compliance for 
2026

• Request to close Oak Street 
from 6th Street to Plantation Street 
for the car show on September 13, 
2026

• Request from Young-N-Live-
ly to utilize the Elgin City Park for 
Treasures in the Park on Septem-
ber 13, 2026

• Adopt the 2026-2027 budget 
as proposed

• Resolution 2026-4, a resolu-
tion setting the final tax request for 
2026-2027 at $235,742.42

• Statutory rule requiring read-
ing Ordinance No. 684 on three 
different days be suspended

• Ordinance No. 684 passed and 
adopted

• Interlocal agreement for Ante-
lope County and Antelope County 
Library Association

• Quote received from Blue 
Valley Public Safety for two new 
outdoor emergency sirens for 
$65,368.00

• Increase trash rates to $22.00 
per month

• Building permits: Capital Se-
lect, Amanda Gouge, Ted Baum

• Regular meeting and One and 
Six Year Street Hearing adjourned 
at 9:04 p.m.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

• Public comment: neighbor-
hood watch program

• Quotes for IT services
• Maintenance report: iron at 

sewer plant has been picked up
• Sheriff’s report: June-73 hours 

18 minutes and eleven 911 calls; 
July-75 hours 49 minutes and six 
911 calls

• Clerk report: ERPPD service 
project scheduled for September 
24th

• Next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, October 5, 2026

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers
PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEPTEMBER 9, MTG
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

Read The Public Notices!

TERMINATION NOTICE
ANTELOPE COUNTY

COURT
NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS CASE NO. 

JV25-24
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF AN-
TELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA

IN THE INTEREST OF LILIEANN 
N. MAUGHAN, A CHILD UNDER 
THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS

TO:  JOHN DOE, natural fa-
ther of LILIEANN N. MAUGHAN, 
and all other persons interested 
herein:

A motion has been filed in the 
County Court of Antelope Coun-
ty, Nebraska, acting as a Juvenile 
Court, the purpose of which is 
to terminate parental rights be-
tween the juvenile, LILIEANN N. 
MAUGHAN, and her father, JOHN 
DOE, and a hearing on said peti-
tion, at which time an order may be 
entered, will be had in the County 
Court of Antelope County, Ne-
braska on the 21st day of October, 
at 1:00 o’clock p.m. in the Coun-
ty Courtroom, Antelope County 
Courthouse, Neligh, Nebraska.

BY THE COURT:
/s/ Danielle Fliam, County Court 

Judge
PUBLISH: September 16, 23 & 30, 
2026
ZNEZ
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SECTION 00 10 00
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed Proposals for the con-
struction of Elgin Northeast for 
Antelope County, Nebraska,” JEO 
Project No. 241579.00, QuestCDN 
No. 10336519, will be received 
by the County Clerk at 501 Main 
Street, Rm. 1, Neligh, NE 68756, 
until 10:00 am on the 6th day of 
October 2026, and thereafter will 
be read aloud.

The work is generally described 
as follows: Road grading and box 
culvert construction.

Opinion of Probable Cost 
$400,000

Proposals will be taken for said 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS — ELGIN NORTHEAST ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
construction work listed above by 
unit prices, as an aggregate bid for 
the entire project.

All Proposals for said construc-
tion work must be made on blanks 
furnished by the Engineer and must 
be accompanied by Bid Security of 
not less than 5% of the amount bid. 
Bid Security to be made payable to 
the Treasurer of Antelope Coun-
ty as liquidated damages in case 
the bid is accepted and the bidder 
neglects or refuses, to enter into 
contract and furnish bond in ac-
cordance herewith.

Copies of the contract docu-
ments are on file with Antelope 
County for examination by bidders. 

Complete digital project bidding 
documents are available at JEO’s 
website at jeo.com for $30. An 
optional paper set of project doc-
uments is available for a non-re-
fundable price of $100 per set. 
Please contact Sandy Walker at 
402-371-6416, swalker@jeo.com to 
coordinate your request and send 
your check to: 404 S. 25th Street, 
Suite B, Norfolk, NE 68701. In or-
der to bid the project, the contract 
documents must be issued directly 
by JEO Consulting Group, Inc. or 
QuestCDN to the bidder.

For all further requirements re-
garding bid submittal, qualifica-
tions, procedures, and contract 

award, refer to the Instructions to 
Bidders that are included in the 
Bidding Documents.

The Owner reserves the right to 
waive informalities and irregular-
ities and to make awards on bids 
which furnish the materials and 
construction that will, in their opin-
ion, serve the best interests of the 
Project and also reserves the right 
to reject any and/or all bids.

Antelope County, Nebraska
Charlie Henery, Chairman

ATTEST: Lisa Payne, County Clerk
PUBLISH: September 16, 23 & 30, 
2026
ZNEZ 

NOTICE
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

PROCEEDINGS

ORDINANCE No. 684
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF NAME CHANGE
ANDREW FANGMAN INSPECTIONS, LLC

Notice is hereby given that An-
drew Fangman Inspections, LLC 
has changed its name to Fangman 
Farms, LLC by amendment to its 
Certificate of Organization filed 

with the Nebraska Secretary of 
State.
PUBLISH: September 2, 9 & 16, 
2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE
City of Elgin, Nebraska

On the 9th day of September, 
2026, the City Council of the City 
of Elgin, Nebraska, adopted an or-
dinance entitled:

Ordinance No. 684
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF ELGIN, ANTELOPE COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA, TO SET WAGES FOR 
EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF 
ELGIN, REPEALING THOSE OR-
DINANCES IN CONFLICT, AND 
PRESCRIBING THE TIME WHEN 
THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE 
EFFECT.

Said ordinance was published in 
pamphlet form and copies there-
of are available at the office of the 
City Clerk.

Kristin L. Childers
City Clerk

PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 9, 2026
The Elgin City Council met for 

the 2026-2027 budget hearing on 
Wednesday, September 9, 2026, 
at 7:15 p.m., pursuant to published 
notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Leigh Kluthe, and Jeremy 
Young.

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda item was 
discussed:

 • 2026-2027 budget
Budget hearing adjourned at 

7:23 p.m.	
Mayor Mike Schmitt

City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

September 9, 2026
The Elgin City Council met for 

special hearing to set the final tax 
request on Wednesday, September 
9, 2026, immediately following the 
conclusion of the budget hearing, 
pursuant to published notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Council members present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Leigh Kluthe, and Jeremy 
Young.

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda item was 
discussed:

 * Setting the final property tax 
request for 2026-2027

Special hearing adjourned at 
7:30 p.m.	

Mayor Mike Schmitt
City Clerk Kristin L. Childers 
PUBLISH: September 16, 2026
ZNEZ

NOTICE
ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

PROCEEDINGS

TERMINATION NOTICE
ANTELOPE COUNTY

COURT
NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF 
PARENTAL RIGHTS CASE NO. 

JV25-3
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF AN-
TELOPE COUNTY, NEBRASKA
IN THE INTEREST OF AZALEA 
MAUGHAN, A CHILD UNDER 

THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS
TO:  JOHN DOE, natural father 

of AZALEA MAUGHAN, and all 
other persons interested herein:

A motion has been filed in the 
County Court of Antelope Coun-
ty, Nebraska, acting as a Juvenile 
Court, the purpose of which is to 
terminate parental rights between 
the juvenile, AZALEA MAUGHAN, 
and her father, JOHN DOE, and a 
hearing on said petition, at which 
time an order may be entered, will 
be had in the County Court of An-
telope County, Nebraska on the 
21st day of October, at 1:00 o’clock 
p.m. in the County Courtroom, An-
telope County Courthouse, Neligh, 
Nebraska.

BY THE COURT:
/s/ Danielle Fliam, County Court 

Judge
PUBLISH: September 16, 23 & 30, 
2026
ZNEZ
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SPINNING
TALES

Publisher
Dennis Morgan

LINCOLN — The first sip of 
Fall was in the air Saturday 
when the Husker football team 
hosted Bowling Green.

Just one week after fans were 
baked in high heat and humid-
ity, the air felt different in the 
stadium.

Not a strong breeze, but not a 
light breeze either, was blowing 
out of the north. The feeling was 
out of this world. When you’re 
clapping and cheering with 
85,000 members of the same fan 
club gathered in the same place, 
it is welcome relief.

If you watched the game in 
the stands or on TV, I wonder 
if you felt the undercurrent of 
change?

Granted, Bowling Green is 
not Alabama. Heck, they’re not 
even Ohio whom we soundly de-
feated last week. Bowling Green 
is closer to the bottom than 
the top of their conference. But 
Saturday’s game, to me, felt like 
some kind of turning point.

I think the ghost of quarter-
back Dylan Raiola has left the 
stadium. The five-star recruit 
signed two years ago and given 
the starter’s job from Day 1, 
gave up on NU, took his hair gel 
and headed to the University of 
Oregon.

So what did NU Coach Mark 
Ruhle do? He went looking on 
the market for a new signal call-
er and signed this guy Anthony 
Colandrea from Nevada-Las 
Vegas.

Much less heralded than 
Raiola, Colandrea has shown 
more playmaking ability in two 
games than Raiola did in two 
years. Colandrea has legs and 
he knows how to use them, and 
he finds and throws ‘dimes’ to 
open receivers instead of check-
ing down for a shorter gain.

The key stat in this game and 
so far this season is a balanced 

I know it’s Bowling Green, but ...
offensive attack. The yards 
against Bowling Green were 
nearly identical on the ground 
and through the air. 

Balance is what every coach 
looks for. It makes it much hard-
er for the defense to stop the 
Huskers when they don’t know 
whether or not the quarterback 
will be passing or handing off 
the ball. I know we won’t win 
all our games, I just want to see 
a winning record and good play 
on the field.

Again, it’s Bowling Green, so 
I know we will know more when 
Big Red gets into the meat of the 
schedule. But, from my perspec-
tive, I’m liking what I see from 
this team of no stars and no 
expectations.

Sitting in the south stands, 
after two games it appears that 
the student section to my right 
is not as wild as in past years. 
Oh, they still take off their 
shoes for the kickoff, but they 
don’t throw their empty water 
bottles like they have in past 
years. I’m sure it still is being 
done by some, but it’s not as 
prevalent as it used to be.

What is on the rise is the 
work of stadium rescue per-
sonnel. I know it was hot last 
week and expected to see people 
being hauled out of the stands 

due to heat exhaustion (natu-
ral or self-inflicted). But I was 
surprised to see the stretcher 
heading towards the top of the 
south stadium in the first half 
against Bowling Green.

I know it’s Bowling Green. 
But the weather conditions 
didn’t seem 
to warrant 
emergency 
measures 
set in mo-
tion.

*****
After 

three losses 
to start the 
season, 
this Fri-
day night’s 
football 
game for the 
Wolfpack 
at North 
Central is, 
in my opinion, a very winnable 
game.

Buoyed by the ways the boys 
played the second half against 
GACC, the team seems to be 
rounding into shape. As the 
game wore on, it seemed like 
we were stronger and better 
conditioned at the end of the 
game than we were in the first 
two games.

Phil Starman and Jack Stoltz 
tied for the top spot in the Elgin 
Review Football Contest, each 
missing three games. In the 
tiebreaker, the total number of 
yards between Nebraska and 
Bowling Green was 715. Star-
man’s guess of 711 was closest 
to the actual figure and will 
receive the top prize of $20 in 
Elgin Bucks. Stoltz guessed 719 
and will receive the runner-up 
prize of $10 in Elgin Bucks.

Results of the games were:
Texas over Ohio State
Missouri over Kansas
Duke over Illinois
Nebraska over Bowling 

Green
Boise State over Memphis
Texas A&M over Arizona 

State
Pitt over UCF
Wake Forest over Purdue
BYU over Arizona
Boyd County over CWC
Alabama over Kentucky
Utah over Arkansas
California over Syracuse
Michigan over Oklahoma
GACC over EPPJ
Iowa over Iowa State
UCLA over San Diego State
Oklahoma State over Oregon
Entries for the next contest 

are due at the newspaper office 
by 5 p.m. Friday. Save a stamp 
by emailing your entry to elgin-
review@yahoo.com

Starman wins
football contest

NIOBRARA — Elgin Pub-
lic-Pope John swept a double 
triangular here Tuesday night.

In a rematch from one week 
earlier, EPPJ again dominated 
Stuart by winning 25-17 and 
25-23.

Mady Kurpgeweit had eight 
kills and Jael Lammers added 
seven as the Wolfpack’s sea-
son-long domination at the net 
continued. The Wolfpack fin-
ished with 25 kills in the 2-set 
match.

Braelyn Martinsen led serv-
ers with 3 ace serves.

Sydney Niewohner had two 
solo blocks in the match, Mar-
tinsen added one.

Elizabeth Moser led the team 
in set assists with 10.

In their other match, the 
Wolfpack dropped the first set 
then rallied for a 25-27, 25-20 
and 25-17 victory over the Sum-
merland Bobcats.

The Wolfpack had 37 kills in 
the match as Jael Lammers led 
the way with 11 and Braelyn 
Martinsen notched 10. 

They were equally effective 
at the service line with eight ace 
serves. Elizabeth Moser led the 
way with three aces.

She and Lammers combined 
for 26 of the team’s 30 set assists. 
They had just 11 serve receive 
errors in the match. Gentry 
Zwingman led the team in serve 
receive with 27.

EPPJ 2, Stuart 0
Broncos………………………...17  23
Wolfpack……………..………..25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Braelyn Mar-
tinsen 3/20/7, Mady Kurpgeweit 
8/20/3, Jael Lammers 7/19/0, Lil-
lian Moser 2/9/4, Tenley Schindler 
1/3/1, Elizabeth Moser 1/1/0, Syd-
ney Niewohner 3/7/2. Team totals: 
25/79/17
Serving (A/SA/E) — Sophia Burke 

1/9/2, Brooke Kinney 0/4/0, Mar-
tinsen 3/17/0, Lammers 1/5/1,  E. 
Moser 1/8/1, Gentry Zwingman 
0/5/0. Team totals: 6/48/4
Blocks (BS) — Martinsen 1, 
Niewohner 2.
Digs (D/DE) — Kinney 10/1, Burke 
1/0, Martinsen 16/1, Lammers 
9/0, Schindler 0/1, E. Moser 6/0, 
Niewohner 1/0, Zwingman 12/5. 
Team totals: 55/8
Set Assists (A/At/E) — Kinney 
1/1/0, Martinsen 0/1/0, Lammers 
7/29/0, E. Moser 10/29/1, Zwing-
man 3/11/0. Team totals: 21/71/1
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kinney 
6/0, Martinsen 10/0, Lammers 2/1, 
Niewohner 0/1, Zwingman 10/3. 
Team totals: 28/5

EPPJ 2, Summerland 1
Bobcats……………….…..27  20  17
Wolfpack……………..…...25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Brooke Kinney 
0/2/2, Braelyn Martinsen 10/14/6, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 7/25/5, Jael Lam-
mers 11/28/5, Lillian Moser 4/10/3, 
Tenley Schindler 1/3/1, Elizabeth 
Moser 1/1/0, Sydney Niewohner 
2/6/0. Team totals: 37/119/22
Serving (A/SA/E) — Kinney 1/12/0, 
Martinsen 2/14/1, Lammers 1/10/0, 
Sophia Burke 0/7/1, E. Moser 
3/17/1. Team totals: 8/74/3
Blocks (BS) — L. Moser 1, 
Niewohner 2, Kurpgeweit 1, Lam-
mers 1.
Digs (D/DE) — Kinney 13/2, Mar-
tinsen 17/3, Kurpgeweit 2/0, Lam-
mers 7/1, L. Moser 3/0, Schindler 
4/0, E. Moser 13/0, Gentry Zwing-
man 15/7. Team totals: 74/13
Set Assists (A/At/E) — Zwingman 
2/12/0, Kinney 0/1/0, Martinsen 
1/6/0, Kurpgeweit 1/1/0, Lammers 
12/47/2, Burke 0/1/0, L. Moser 
0/1/0, E. Moser 14/49/3. Team to-
tals: 30/118/5
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Zwing-
man 27/6, Kinney 11/1, Martinsen 
11/3, Lammers 1/1. Team totals: 
50/11

Netters win two at Niobrara

Lil Pack/Big Pack football 
night will be Friday, Sept. 
25. Lil Pack are encouraged 
to come meet the players, eat 
with them and get autographs 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the EPS 
cafeteria. Then, line up at the 
south goal post at 6:30 p.m. to be 
announced!

Lil Pack Night
is September 25
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ELGIN — The Wolfpack won 
the second half on the field 
against Guardian Angels Cen-
tral Catholic.

This week they hope to win 
both halves of Friday night’s 
game to secure their first victo-
ry of the season.

Last Friday, the Bluejays 
built a huge first half lead 
and went on to claim a 49 to 20 
victory over the Wolfpack and 
hand the home town their third 
consecutive loss to start the 
season.

“We (the coaches) told the 
players after the game ‘we won 
the second half,’” Co-Coach 
Matt Euse said. “We came out in 
the second half and took control 
of the line of scrimmage.”

Nowhere was that more ev-
ident than the Wolfpack’s first 
drive of the second half. They 
took the kickoff and got physi-
cal.

Play after play, quarterback 
Michael Selting and running 
back Gavin Kallhoff pounded 
the ball into the heart of the 
Bluejays’ defense, picking up 
positive yardage.

They wrapped up the 
four-minute drive with an 
8-yard touchown pass to Kall-
hoff.

The other two Wolfpack 
touchdowns came in the first 
half. Early in the second quar-
ter EPPJ got on the board with 
a one-yard run by Kallhoff with 
four minutes left before half-
time.

Then, after a Luke Guenther 
65-yard touchdown run made 
the score 35 to 6, EPPJ got a 
special teams touchdown when 

Ethan Hansen took the ensuing 
kickoff and went 76 yards to 
score. Selting added the two-
point conversion to account for 
all of the Wolfpack points in the 
game.

Guenther proved to be a 
thorn in the side of Wolfpack 
defenders. He accounted for five 
Bluejays’ touchdowns.

Other noteworthy highlights 
of the game were:

• Turnovers — EPPJ had 
three fumble recoveries in the 
game.

• Senior Justice Blecher 
hauled in a 41-yard reception, 
the longest in his career.

• The Wolfpack executed a 
perfect fake punt as Jayvin 
Erickson went nine yards for a 
first down before being injured 
and having to leave the game. 
Another Wolfpack player, fresh-
man Harmon Borer suffered a 
leg injury in the final minute of 
the game.

“In the second half we just 
played a little more without 
thinking,” Euse said. “We read 
our keys and boom we were 
there. We just got to play free.”

The Wolfpack will play at 
North Central Friday night. 
Kickoff will be 7 p.m.

GACC 49, EPPJ 20
Bluejays…………..21  21  0  7 — 49
Wolfpack…………..0   14  6  0 — 20
GACC — Luke Guenther 15 run 
(Samuel Hass kick) 
GACC — Joseph Eames 51 run 
(Hass kick)
GACC — Hudson Bramlet 44 pass 
to Carter Gentrup (Hass kick)
GACC — Guenther 28 run (Hass 
kick)
EPPJ — Gavin Kallhoff 1 run (PAT 

failed)
GACC — Guenther 65 run (Hass 
kick) 
EPPJ — Ethan Hansen 76 kickoff 
return (Michael Selting run)
GACC — Guenther 27 run (Haas 
kick)
GACC — Guenther 29 run (Hass 
kick)
EPPJ — Selting 8 pass to Kallhoff 
(PAT failed)
Team Stats	  EPPJ	  GACC
Passing		  3/9/1	  7/11/0
Passing Yds	    51	    91
Rushing		 41/101	 34/333
Total Offense	   152	   424
Fumbles/lost	   1/1	   4/3
Individual statistics
Passing (comp/att/int — yds) Mi-
chael Selting 3/9/1 — 51

Bluejays give EPPJ the blues, 49 to 20

HOWELLS — The Wolfpack faced some formidable competition 
Saturday, winning two of three matches at the Howells-Dodge 
Tournament.

EPPJ opened tournament play with a two sets to one victory 
over Wynot 22-25, 25-16 and 25-18.

Jael Lammers led a balanced attack with 14 kills, Braelyn Mar-
tinsen had 12 and Mady Kurpgeweit added 9. Senior Elizabeth Mos-
er had 18 set assists, Lammers added 16 set assists in the match.

Gentry Zwingman was one of three players in double figures in 
serve receive. She had 16, Martinsen added 15 and Brooke Kinney 
recorded 10.

The second match victory came against Bancroft-Rosalie. EPPJ 
won 25-11, 24-26 and 25-23.

Martinsen, Kurpgeweit and Lammers combined for 35 of the 
team’s 41 kills in the match.

Equally effective at the net was the Wolfpack block with four 
solo blocks - Martinsen had two, Lillian Moser had one as did 
Kurpgeweit. Four players were in double figures in digs, led by 
Brooke Kinney with 16, Lammers 12, Martinsen 10 and Gentry 
Zwingman with 11.

The Wolfpack’s lone loss Saturday came against Howells-Dodge 
25-14 and 25-20.

EPPJ had just 21 kills in the match as the Jaguars net game kept 
EPPJ from dominating. Martinsen was the team’s leading hitter 
with nine kills. Elizabeth Moser had 13 set assists.

Martinsen and Zwingman tied for the team-high in serve re-

ceive with 13 apiece.
EPPJ 2, Bancroft-Rosalie 1

Cougars……………………………………………………………………11  26  23
Wolfpack……………..……………………………………………………25  24  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Braelyn Martinsen 11/34/6, Mady Kurpgeweit 12/28/4, 
Lammers 12/23/1, Lillian Moser 3/8/3, Elizabeth Moser 2/8/2, Sydney 
Niewohner 1/4/2, Gentry Zwingman 0/1/0. Team totals: 41/106/18
Serving (A/SA/E) — Sophia Burke 0/7/0, Kinney 0/11/1, Martinsen 0/10/1, 
Lammers 1/10/2, E. Moser 4/22/3, Zwingman 0/9/0. Team totals: 5/69/7
Blocks (BS) — L. Moser 1, Martinsen 2, Kurpgeweit 1.
Digs (D/DE) — Burke 2/0, Kinney 16/2, Martinsen 10/3, Kurpgeweit 3/0, 
Lammers 12/2, L. Moser 4/0, E. Moser 7/1, Zwingman 11/5. Team totals: 
65/13
Set assists (A/At/E) — Martinsen 0/1/0, Lammers 0/2/0, E. Moser 35/89/4, 
Zwingman 2/6/0. Team totals: 37/97/4
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kinney 14/2, Martinsen 7/1, Lammers 7/4, 
Zwingman 20/0. Team totals: 48/7

Howells/Dodge 2, EPPJ 0
Jaguars………………………………………………………………………...25  25
Wolfpack……………..………………………………………………………...14  20
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Braelyn Martinsen 8/23/6, Mady Kurpgeweit 6/18/4, 
Jael Lammers 4/20/2, Lillian Moser 2/5/2, Tenley Schindler 0/2/0, Eliza-
beth Moser 0/1/0, Sydney Niewohner 1/3/0. Team totals: 21/72/14
Serving (A/SA/E) — Sophia Burke 0/2/0, Brooke Kinney 0/6/0, Martinsen 
0/7/0, Lammers 0/3/0, E. Moser 1//7/1, Gentry Zwingman 0/4/0. Team to-
tals: 1/29/1

Blocks (BS) — L. Moser 2.
Digs (D/DE) — Kinney 7/1, Martinsen 11/4, Kurpgeweit 2/0, Lammers 6/2, 
L. Moser 1/0, Schindler 1/1, E. Moser 2/0, Niewohner 0/1, Zwingman 5/4. 
Team totals: 35/13 
Set assists (A/At/E) — Kinney 1/4/0, Martinsen 0/2/0, Lammers 6/21/4, 
L. Moser 0/2/0, E. Moser 13/41/1, Zwingman 1/7/0. Team totals: 21/77/5
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kinney 8/0, Martinsen 13/1, Lammers 4/3, E. 
Moser 1/0, Niewohner 1/0, Zwingman 13/0. Team totals: 40/4

EPPJ 2, Wynot 1
Blue Devils………………………………………………………………..25  16  18
Wolfpack……………..……………………………………………………22  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) — Brooke Kinney 0/2/1, Braelyn Martinsen 12/26/5, 
Mady Kurpgeweit 9/20/3, Jael Lammers 14/29/4, Lillian Moser 2/9/2, 
Tenley Schindler 0/2/1, Elizabeth Moser 1/1/0, Sydney Niewohner 0/2/0. 
Team totals: 38/91/16
Serving (A/SA/E) — Sophia Burke 0/9/0, Kinney 0/7/1, Martinsen 0/6/0, 
Lammers 4/18/0, E. Moser 1/18/2, Gentry Zwingman 0/0/1. Team totals: 
5//71/4
Blocks (BS) — None
Digs (D/DE) — Burke 1/0, Kinney 9/4, Martinsen 11/3, Kurpgeweit 4/1, 
Lammers 4/3, Schindler 2/0, E. Moser 9/0, Zwingman 11/0. Team totals: 
51/11
Set assists (A/At/E) — Burke 0/1/0, Kinney 1/5/0, Martinsen 0/1/1, Lam-
mers 10/34/3, E. Moser 16/33/1, Zwingman 4/12/0. Team totals: 31/86/5
Serve Receive (SR/SE) — Kinney 10/1, Martinsen 15/4, Lammers 1/0, 
Schindler 0/1, Zwingman 16/2. Team totals: 42/8

EPPJ earns hard fought victories Saturday at Howells

Rushing (att/yds) — Ethan Hansen 
2/1, Selting 12/10, Joseph McNal-
ly 7/18, Carter Selting 2/-6, Cecil 
Shavlik 1/3, Gavin Kallhoff 7/55, 
Evin Pelster 9/11, Jayvin Erickson 
1/9. GACC - Luke Guenther 13/215. 
Receiving (#/yds) — Kallhoff 2/10, 
Justice Blecher 1/41
Tackles (solo/ast) — Hansen 3/3, 
Selting 3/3, McNally 2/2, Braxtyn 
Eisenhauer 0/1, N. Seier 0/1, Max 
Henn 0/5, Brayden Clark 0/1, Har-
mon Borer 0/1, Kallhoff 4/4, Pel-
ster 0/4, John Zwingman 1/2, Raaf 
Klein 1/1, Brayden Burenheide 1/2, 
Christian Preister 1/1, Blecher 1/2, 
Erickson 3/0, Garrett Busteed 0/1
Passes deflected — Hansen 2
Fumble recoveries — Sawyer Veik 
1, Kallhoff 1, Blecher 1

ELGIN — Thursday night 
was not a good night to be a 
Lady Spartan.

Elgin Public-Pope John 
arguably played a stretch of the 
match at such a high level, Boyd 
County had no chance.

The Wolfpack swept the 
match 25-20, 25-15 and 25-18 in 
the home opener for the team.

Coach Jordynn Luettel said 
the senior girls talked to their 
teammates prior to the match, 
re-focused the Wolfpack on 
what’s needed to get where they 
hope to go by the end of the 
season.

EPPJ sweeps BC netters
“Our seniors sat down yester-

day before practice and pulled 
everyone in the locker room. 
They said we‘ve got to zone into 
practice. We‘ve got to make sure 
we level up our game when we 
get back to playing how we did 
coming into our jamboree game. 
Our leadership has taken it to 
another level,” Luettel said. 
“Our serve receive was on so we 
could use all of our front row. 
We‘ve been really working our 
middles to get more consistency 
and gain that confidence. They 
executed so well tonight.”

Nowhere was that more 
evident than during a stretch of 
the second set where, no matter 
what Boyd County tried to do, 
the Wolfpack had an answer.

The Wolfpack front line 
hitters - Braelyn Martinsen, Li-
llian Moser, Sydney Niewohner, 
Jael Lammers and Mady Kurp-
geweit - were nearly unstoppab-
le. Serve receive was getting the 
ball to setter Elizabeth Moser 
and she delivered. Add to that, 
the back row featuring libero 
Gentry Zwingman and Brooke 
Kinney kept the ball from tou-
ching the floor. 

The lop-sided match afforded 
Luettel to play reserves Libby 
Evans, Molly and Sadie Thies-
sen, Kinley Drueke, Tenley 
Schindler and Sophia Burke 
more than at any stretch so far 
this season.

Lammers led the hit parade 
with 15 kills, Kurpgeweit had 14 
and L. Moser added 11.

High in set assists went to E. 
Moser with 27, Lammers added 
16. Zwingman led the team in 
digs with 19.

EPPJ 3, Boyd County 0
Spartans…………………..20  15  18
Wolfpack…………………..25  25  25
Attacks (K/Att/E) —  Braelyn Mar-
tinsen 5/21/3, Mady Kurpgeweit 
14/32/5, Kinley Drueke 0/5/2, Jael 
Lammers 15/34/3, Lillian Moser 
11/20/2, Molly Thiessen 0/2/1, 
Tenley Schindler 2/4/0, Elizabeth 
Moser 0/1/0, Sydney Niewohner 
5/10/1. Team totals: 52/129/17
Serving (A/Att/E) — Sophia Burke 
1/7/0, Brooke Kinney 0/4/0, Mart-
insen 3/15/1, Lammers 4/19/1, E. 
Moser 1/14/1, Libby Evans 0/2/1, 
Gentry Zwingman 1/12/1. Team to-
tals: 9/73/5
Blocks — L. Moser 2
Digs (D/DE) — Burke 2/2, Kinney 
8/2, Sadie Thiessen 1/0, Martin-
sen 11/1, Kurpgeweit 3/0, Drueke 
1/2, Lammers 8/1, L. Moser 2/0, 
Schindler 2/1, E. Moser 11/1, Evans 
1/0, Niewohner 2/1, Zwingman 
18/6. Team totals: 70/17
Set assists (Ast/Att/E) —  Burke 
0/2/0, Martinsen 2/4/1, Lammers 
16/42/1, L. Moser 0/2/0, E. Moser 
27/59/2, Evans 0/2/0, Zwingman 
2/9/0. Team totals: 47/120/4
Serve receive (R/RE) — Burke 3//0, 
Kinney 3/0, S. Thiessen 3/1, Mart-
insen 12/1, Lammers 5/0, Evans 
2/2, Zwingman 19/0. Team totals: 
47/4

It was 76 yards of excitement as Ethan Hanson returned a kickoff for a touchdown during second quarter action Friday against Guardian Angels Central 
Catholic. Among players shown trailing the play are Max Henn (13), Gavin Kallhoff (25) and John Zwingman (44).

E-R photo/DMorganThe net frames Lillian Moser’s face 
as she hits one of her 11 kills against 
the Lady Spartans.

E-R photo/DMorgan

On a fake punt, Jayvin Erickson (95) gained nine yards and a first down.
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SPENCER — Both members 
of the Wolfpack high school 
cross country team brought 
home medals Thursday after-
noon from the Boyd County In-
vite. In the girls division, senior 
Samantha Stuhr posted a time 
of 24:21 over 5000 meters to earn 
a fifth place medal.

Winning the meet in domi-
nating fashion was Niobrara’s 
Delani Runnels who placed first 
in a time of 20:36, more than 
three minutes faster than North 
Central’s Zoe Snyder who came 
in second at 23:41. Altogether, 18 
girls competed in the race.

In the boys division, Wolf-
pack junior Matthew Kerkman 
posted a time of 20:33 to finish 
12th. Winning the race was 
North Central’s Nate Frick with 
a time of 18:31. Placing second 
was Creighton’s Ethan Rohrer 

Stuhr, Kerkman medal at BC Invite
who crossed the finish line in 
19:13. Altogether, 38 boys com-
peted in the race.

Coach Shanda Schindler 

said she was pleased with the 
runners‘ efforts. “I’m happy 
with how they ran at Butte. The 
better weather definitely helped 

and the competition pushed 
them to step it up. They ran 
hard, competed well and even 
brought some medals home.”

Results and photos 
of the Neligh-Oak-
dale cross country 

meet will be in 
next week’s paper.Samantha Stuhr earned a fifth place medal at the Boyd County Invite, 

crossing the finish line in a time of 24:21.

File photo


