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Public Notices
Public notices in this week’s news-

paper include:
Proceedings — The Elgin City Council
Proceedings — The Antelope County 

Board of Commissioners
Wages — The City of Elgin
Wages — Antelope County
Notice of Organization — Nature’s Path 

to Wellness, L.L.C.
Notice of Tentative Agenda — District 

#18 Board of Education
Ordinance #863 — The Elgin City 

Council

In Brief
Celebration of
life service set

for Robert Nichols 
Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

A pillar of the Wheeler County 
and Bartlett community, longtime 

businessman Robert 
Nichols passed away 
on Sunday August 
9. He played a key 
role in bringing 
Cornerstone Bank 
to Bartlett. Also, he 
was instrumental in 
promoting the Herb 
Mignery Bronze 
Sculpture Garden 
from a vision to a 
reality at the Wheeler 
County Courthouse. 

Seldom does a day pass when the gar-
den isn’t visited by people from across 
the United States. 

Visitation will be Friday from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Bartlett Church 
of Faith. A celebration of life ser-
vice will be held Saturday morning, 
August 15, at the church, beginning at 
10:30 a.m.

Weather

	 Date	 High	 Low	 Prec
Aug 2	 84	 64	 .00
Aug 3	 84	 58	 .00
Aug 4	 73	 57	 .20
Aug 5	 75	 66	 .00
Aug 6	 80	 66	 .00
Aug 7	 82	 54	 .00
Aug 8	 82	 54	 .00
Total for last week		  0.20
Total for August		  0.20 
Total precipitation 2026		  17.09

The high temperature last week 
was 84 degrees recorded on August 
2-3. 

The low temperature during the 
same period was 54 degrees was re-
corded on August 7-8. Altogether, 0.20 
of an inch of precipitation was record-
ed last week. 

Following are the high and low 
temperatures, and precipitation 
amounts, submitted by weather ob-
server Leonard Orlowski.

Robert
Nichols

By Greg Tharnish
Special to The Elgin Review

Budget talks and phone system issues were front and cen-
ter at the Antelope County Commissioners (ACC) meeting 
yesterday, August 11.

Last spring, Great Plains Communications (GPC) was 
contracted to install a new phone system in the courthouse, 
tying in the Sheriff’s Office and weed department. The 
issue? After the contract was signed it was discovered, by 
GPC, that an $11,000 piece of equipment was required to 
make the new system compatible with the counties’ 911 
system. A frustrated Sheriff Bob Moore and GPC reps came 
before the ACC to get the issue figured out. Sheriff Moore 
asked GPC why the Sheriff’s Office was never contacted 
about what was needed to make things work, i.e., phone con-

By Anna Stuhr
Student intern

Elgin Public is introducing new 
teachers into their school family this 
week. When the school opens Thurs-
day there will be three new faces. 
Miranda Rockwood will be teaching 
kindergarten, Katlyn Springer will be 
the new counselor and Vijendra Boken 
will be teaching math. 

Ms. Rockwood grew up in Pierre, 
S.D., and has been teaching for seven 
years. She received her undergrad at 
the University of Nebraska Lincoln, 
and she received her master’s degree at 
Midland.

 “I’m excited for sure 
(to start the new school 
year). I grew up in a 
smaller community, so 
I’m happy to be back in 
a smaller community,” 
she said.

“I’m excited to meet 
the kids and the fam-
ilies and get to know 
kids that have older 
siblings, and to be a 
part of the welcoming 
community.” 

She looks forward to seeing her kin-
dergarten students grow throughout 
the year and watch their little person-
alities grow and build. 

“From a kindergarten teacher’s 
perspective, you get a lot of kids at 
the beginning of the year, and every-
one’s all over the place, so it’s nice 
to see them progress throughout the 
year, and then, by the time they leave 
kindergarten, they’re already ready 
for first grade, so it’s really cool to be 
able to see them grow and progress 
throughout the year.” 

Replacing Sonia Rittscher as the 
school’s new counselor, Mrs. Springer 
grew up in Lincoln. She received her 
undergraduate at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, and she received 
her master’s degree at Wayne State 
College. She has been teaching for 
three years. 

“I would say I’m definitely excited. 
So far, when I’ve come in here to get 
set up and get things ready, everyone’s 
been really welcoming and really 
nice,” she said. “I’m super pumped to 
get to know and help them.” 

Her favorite part of being a school 
counselor? “I would say, on my high 
school side of doing things, I really love 
when I can help a kid figure out what 
they want to do next. I think seeing a 
kid have that ‘ah-ha’ moment of figur-
ing out what life is going to look like 
after high school is really exciting.” 

Boken grew up in India, where 
he went to college, and he has been 
teaching for 20 years. When asked if 

Vijendra
Boken

Teaching kindergarten this year at EPS 
will be Miranda Rockwood (l) while Katlyn 
Springer will be the new school counselor.

E-R photo/AStuhr

Two new teachers,
counselor to greet

EPS students

See EPS, Page 2 ▶

Every year in August, librarians 
Dianne Gunderson and Barb Bode 
present to the Elgin City Council an 
annual report on activities at the Elgin 
Public Library.

The duo did just that last week and, 
to sum up their presentation in a few 
words - it’s been a very good year.

The library’s summer reading pro-
gram just wrapped and participants 
were treated to a ‘Jurassic Magic’ show 
Saturday afternoon at the Elgin Com-
munity Center. 

Altogether, close to 50 youngsters, 
some joined by their parents, watched 
magician Jeff Quinn mix magic with 
dinosaurs.

Gunderson said the summer reading 
program once again included story 
time on Mondays and Wednesday 
mornings and an activity time for older 
children on Thursday afternoons with 
about 90 children participating. Of 
that number, 21 kids finished a read-
ing challenge and each received $15 in 
Elgin Bucks.

Other highlights Gunderson and 
Bode noted during their presentation 

The last week of the season for the Elgin Swimming Pool has arrived.
The Elgin City Council last week approved the date for the end of the sea-

son at the pool.
The pool’s last day for 2026 will be this Sunday, August 16. The pool will be 

open regular hours Saturday and Sunday.
On Thursday and Friday, August 13-14, the pool will open at 4 p.m. and 

close at 7 p.m.
Later during the meeting, the council approved a five percent increase in 

salaries for all fulltime city employees and librarians. The ordinance, #863 
setting the wages, was approved on a four to zero vote.

In other action:
New member — Austin Vanhorn was approved as a new member of the 

Elgin Rescue Service.
Bids accepted — The council accepted bids of $200 from Tintern Retreat 

Center for the Zoll AED Plus; and $1,000 from Santee Health & Wellness Cen-
ter for the EMS Division for the Stryker power pro XT cot.

• Set the date of the budget workshop for Wednesday, August 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Tabled — The council discussed then took no action on a quote from 

Federal Signal for updating outdoor emergency sirens. City Hall hopes to 
get another bid before likely taking action on the sirens at the next regular 
meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 9.

 Report — City Street Superintendent B.J. Bode gave the council an update 
on the new boiler at the pool. On another matter, he said cleaning of the 
water tower will be scheduled for later this year when water use among 
residents declines. Also, he said summer armor coating of streets has been 
completed.

 • Maintenance report: new boiler at the pool, water tower cleaning this 
fall, armor coating completed

City pool to close
for season on Sunday

‘Magic’ caps
summer reading

program

See LIBRARY, Page 2 ▶

nections between buildings, 911 compatibility, dispatching, 
incoming and outgoing calls, etc. and who was going to pay 
the $11,000.

GPC offered to pay half of the bill but the ACC and Sheriff 
Bob Moore were quite convincing that the money should all 
be covered by GPC. GPC relented and will cover the cost.

Sheriff Moore requested County Attorney Joe Smith be 
involved and the installation of the new phone system is 
being placed on-hold until all issues regarding communica-
tions are resolved. Smith, Sheriff Moore and GPC will be on 
September’s ACC meeting for talks.  

Budget talks continued with much discussion surround-
ing county employee wages. The ACC and department heads 
all agreed to stay in communication with each other when it 

Magician Jeff Quinn wrapped up the library’s summer reading program with a dinosaur-themed show at the Elgin Community Center 
Saturday. Ryleigh Young (pink shirt) helped him perform a magic trick involving socks.

E-R photo/DMorgan

Oversight in phone system contract, 
lack of communication to cost GPC

See COUNTY, Page 9 ▶
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Allison
Rankin, PT

By Allison Rankin, PT
With the beginning of an-

other school year comes the ex-
citement of new sports seasons. 
Whether your student-athlete 
is competing for the first time 
or a returning letter winner, 
recognizing the early signs of 
an injury can make all the dif-
ference between missing days, 
weeks, or even the entire season 

or year. It can 
be difficult to 
determine if 
initial soreness 
and other symp-
toms are part 
of training and 
competition or 
something more 
serious. Wors-
ening pain, on-
going swelling, 
gait deviations, 

or inability to practice at full 
capacity should not be ignored. 
Initial conversation with coach-
ing staff and athletic trainers is 
a good starting point, but early 
diagnosis can often prevent 
weeks on the sidelines and may 
even keep it from becoming a 
season-ending injury.

An appointment with your 
child’s primary care provider 
is the first step in the initial 
differential diagnosis and, as 
necessary, imaging. Your PCP 
will determine the extent of the 
injury and if a referral to phys-
ical or occupational therapy is 
indicated. If your school has 
access to an athletic trainer, 
they are also an excellent re-
source and can help determine 
if further medical evaluation is 
needed.

At Boone County Health 
Center, our therapy team 
works with athletes of all ages 
and abilities to treat strains, 
sprains, muscle imbalances, 

PT Rankin says ‘Keep them in the game’
and other sports-related condi-
tions. Our therapists are here 
to help athletes get back in the 
game after an injury or surgery; 
however, prevention and early 
intervention are our top priori-
ty as well. 

The sooner treatment inter-
vention begins, the better the 
opportunity for a full recovery 
and quicker return to the activi-
ties your athlete loves. 

A successful sports season is 

about staying healthy. By listen-
ing to your athlete, recognizing 
early warning signs and seek-
ing care when appropriate, we 
can help prevent a minor injury 
from becoming a major set-
back. Remember that adequate 
sleep, good nutrition, optimal 
electrolyte levels, and positive 
communication are also essen-
tial. BCHC Therapy Department 
wishes all our area athletes a 
safe and successful year!

he is excited to start teaching 
at Public, he answered, “Yes, of 
course! Meeting the students 
and helping them learn math-
ematics ... Math was my most 
favorite subject in high school.”

The Elgin Public staff is 
excited to have the chance to 
work with these three incredi-
ble people. 

They are sure that they will 
bring joy and happiness to their 
school family, and they can’t 
wait to start working with them 
and introduce them to the stu-
dents and families.

 ◀ FROM Page 1

EPS

were:
• Lego League continues to be 

popular. They added a ‘Maker 
Monday’ for K-5th grade.

• Book club met throughout 
the year.

• As part of the library’s out-
reach program, they continued 
the Book Bag program for day 
care providers; visited class-
rooms at Elgin Public and Pope 
John schools for story time 
through third grade; and hand-
ed out America 250 booklets to 
students at both schools.

Programs at the library 
include regular VFW meetings; 
retired group; Brook from the 
Extension office came and did 
Christmas crafts with children; 
Participated in the ‘Festival 
of Trees’; Held crochet night 
from January through April; 
Participated in a ‘petting zoo’ 
in conjunction with the Way 
Out West 4-H club and balloon 
animals for Vetch Days where 
100 children attended; Acquired 
new signs for Story Walk with 
help from Merle Moser; and 
hosted ‘Dinosaur Dimensions’ 
to kick off the summer reading 
program.

 ◀ FROM Page 1

Library

The Honorable Danielle 
Fliam presided over several 
cases involving alcohol-related 
charges in Antelope County 
Court on Aug. 5.

Lonnie J. Hood, 67, of O’Neill, 
appeared for a pretrial hearing 
for misdemeanor DUI charges. 
He previously entered a not 
guilty plea in the case.

A continuance was requested. 
Antelope County Attorney Joe 
Smith did not object, and Fliam 
granted the request.

Fliam ordered Hood to 
appear Sept. 2 for a pretrial 
hearing.

Hood was arrested April 29 
after ACSO Deputy Steven Mills 
responded to a call about a 
vehicle in a field on 518 Avenue 
between 859 and 860 roads.

Upon arrival, Mills observed 
a blue Ford Ranger located in 
the field.

As he approached the vehicle, 
Mills detected the odor of alco-
hol. Field sobriety tests were 
started, and Hood “only  moved 
his eyes slightly one time even 
after asking him to move his 
eyes multiple times,” according 
to the probable cause affidavit.

Plea agreement reached, charges 
amended in alcohol-related case

The defendant refused addi-
tional tests.

Hood was arrested and trans-
ported to the Antelope County 
Sheriff’s Office. He submitted 
to a Data Master breath test, 
which indicated .230 blood-alco-
hol content. Bond, set at $5,000-
10%, remains in effect.

*****
Cameron J. Schindler, 22, of 

Neligh, accepted a plea agree-
ment.

Per the agreement, Smith 
filed an amended complaint and 
will not file additional charges 
in exchange for a guilty plea.

Schindler pleaded guilty to 
an amended count of operating 
a motor vehicle/avoid arrest-mi, 
a Class I misdemeanor, and one 
count of DUI-.15+ or refusal 
(one prior conviction), a Class I 
misdemeanor.

Schindler will undergo an 
alcohol and drug evaluation at 
his expense and will have the 
report submitted at least seven 
days prior to sentencing.

Bond, set at $10,000-10%, 
remains in effect.

Fliam ordered Schindler to 
appear Sept. 16 for sentencing.

Courtesy of SAM

A Lincoln man accepted a 
plea agreement on amended 
charges during an Aug. 5 hear-
ing in Antelope County Court. 
Dillan Knapp, 24, appeared 
before The Honorable Danielle 
Fliam. 

Per the agreement, Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Smith 
reduced the original charge of 
assault-cause bodily injury, a 
Class I misdemeanor, to attempt 
of a Class I misdemeanor, a 

Knapp changes plea, accepts deal
Class II misdemeanor.

Knapp pleaded no contest.
A restitution hearing will 

take place during sentencing on 
Sept. 2.

Fliam ordered the probation 
office to provide a pre-sentence 
investigation, ordered for a Lan-
caster County District Court 
case involving Knapp, by Aug. 
31. Bond, set at $4,000-10%, is 
continued.

Courtesy of SAM

A 22-year-old O’Neill man pleaded not guilty in Antelope County 
Court.

Cardenas M. Aldolfo De Dios is charged with one count of no 
operator’s license/non-waiverable, a Class III misdemeanor; and 
speeding 11-15 mph county/state, an infraction.

The Honorable Danielle Fliam ordered the defendant to contact 
his attorney to prepare for the pretrial hearing on Sept. 2.

Pretrial court date set for O’Neill man
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Tales of a Tired 
Momma

Elgin Columnist
Katherine Cobb

Sixty Years Ago    	     August 18, 1966

The area was hit with 6.90 inches of torrential rainfall. Albion 
had over 10 inches and more fell in areas in east central Nebraska 
which caused flooding of the Beaver River, Loup River, Cedar Riv-
er and numerous creeks. 

Members of the Antelope County Country Club Wednesday eve-
ning of last week voted their approval of a $40,000 expenditure for 
a new club house and watering of fairways. Total indebtness of the 
club will be $57,000 whenever the needed money is available. 

Elgin Schools to open Monday, August 29th for both Elgin Public 
and St. Boniface. 

Four new houses are presently in the preliminary stages of 
construction in this community—Frank Jetenskys, Percy Payne, 
Louie Beelarts and Ray Sullivan.. 	     

Fifty Years Ago 	   August 18, 1976

Six youths from Antelope County attended the annual Farmers 
Union Youth Camp at Halsey August 2-6. They included Nancy 
Wies, Marilyn Starman, JoAnn Beckman, Susan Schrad, Jerald 
Kallhoff and David Hoefer. There were 54 young people attending 
camp from Nebraska. The youth organized their own cooperative 
candy store. Each purchased a share of stock and elected a board of 
directors and manager. Before leaving for home they called a meet-
ing of the stockholders and voted to donate profit form the store the 
the camp. The group held a mock Unicameral session to acquaint 
youth with the Nebraska legislative system. 

The Kerkman family reunion was held at the Elgin Park on Sun-
day, August 15. The 167 people in attendance came from Omaha, 
Shelby, Madison, Ewing, Neligh, Petersburg, Crete, Clearwater, 
O’Neill, Norfolk, Tilden, Raeville and Elgin.                   

Thirty Years Ago 	     August 21, 1996

New faculty members at Elgin Public School this year are Stacy 
Shumake, who will teach English, speech and drama, and Carlie 
Wells, who will teach seventh grade. 

Two incidents of tire slashing were reported to the Elgin Po-
lice Department during the weekend of Aug 9-11. On Aug 9, police 
investigated a report of slashed tires on a vehicle parked at Bel 
Air Apartments. All four tires had been slashed on a 1995 Ford 
Contour owned by Rob and Mary Hansen. Both tires, on a trailer 
parked at Village Craftsmen in Elgin, were reported slashed on 
Aug 10. The air conditioner power cord at the business had also 
been cut. 

Elgin Historical Society’s fifth annual Bluegrass Festival at-
tracted somewhat smaller crowds, but raised more than $2,100 in 
donations last Saturday and Sunday. The festival, a two-day event, 
attracted 300 to 400 people. A total of eight individuals and groups 
performed on Sunday. Weather was ideal for the festival, and The 
Historical Society’s fundraising goal is to move the Park Center 
School into Elgin for use as a museum.      

Twenty Years Ago 	 August 16, 2006

Gladys Bennett of Elgin recently donated a Terry Redlin print 
to the Elgin Veterans’ Medical Clinic in memory of her husband, 
Leonard. The picture, entitled “Close to Paradise,” hangs in the 
waiting room. 

Winning first place in the Pope John Development Golf Tourna-
ment last weekend were Todd Heithoff, Darrell Getzfred, Dennis 
Cannon and Ray Payne. 

The team representing the Elgin Volunteer Fire Department 
placed third in the water fight competition at Petersburg last Sun-
day were Denis Henn, Bud Miller, Duane Miller and Brad Detlef-
sen.  

By Kari Schindler

See UNIQUE, Page 9 ▶

Spreading their wings - good and bad
I’ve said it before, but my 

mom once gave me some really 
solid advice. She said that my 
job as a parent was to put myself 
out of a job. The goal is to raise 
self-sufficient humans that, 
hopefully, contribute to society. 
To do that, we must enable them 
to do things for themselves, 
and sometimes that also means 
letting them do things without 
us, even when it’s scary.

I remember the first time 
my eldest went to a sleep away 
camp. I was nervous, but I knew 
he was in good hands and deep 
down I knew he would have an 

awesome time. He came back a 
little more independent and it 
helped me once my other two 
also started to do away camps. 
I still worry, but it’s become a 
normal part of summer now.

When my eldest finished 
his eighth-grade year, he and I 
went on the eighth-grade trip 
together. It was a few adults and 
a lot of 14-year-olds traveling to 
Washington D.C., Pennsylvania 
and ending in New York City. 
Can you say exhausted? It was 
a lot of walking and a lot of fun, 
but it helped that I was with 
him. On the last day, I let him 

go off with his friends in Time 
Square, but he knew he was 
never supposed to go anywhere 
alone. 

I was definitely nervous the 
whole time because it’s a big 
city, but we had a blast and 
made a lot of memories.

This year, my middle son 
went on the same trip. This 
time, I didn’t go. It was expen-
sive and we couldn’t afford it, 
but I still wanted him to have 
the same opportunity. I prayed 
every single day that he was 
away and was ready for him 
to come home because then I 

would know he was back safe 
and sound. He texted or called 
me every day, which gave me 
comfort. I’m really glad he 
went, but it was a lot more 
nerve-wracking being here 
while he was traveling across 
the country.

I never want my kids to miss 
out on opportunities because 
I’m living in fear. Truth be 
told, I do struggle with anxi-
ety. I tend to worry about the 
unknown or the “what ifs”. I 
remind 
myself of 
scripture 
and God’s 
promises, 
but it’s still 
a struggle 
for me. 
However, 
I have to 
remember 
that keep-
ing them 
sheltered 
or being a 
“helicopter 
mom” and 
always 
hovering 
around them is really holding 
them back.

When I was in high school, 
my parents let me travel to 
Europe with a group of stu-
dents across Nebraska to play 
concerts in various countries. 
Side note, when my kids heard I 
played in a band in Europe, they 
thought it was pretty cool. 

That is, until they realized it 
was a concert band and I played 
flute and piccolo. But I digress. 

I am still shocked they actu-
ally let me go. The idea of my 
children going to Europe with-
out me is terrifying. However, it 
was an amazing experience and 
I’m thankful that they didn’t let 
their own potential fears stand 
in the way. Traveling the world, 
or even the country for that 
matter, can be an eye-opening 
experience. Every time my kids 
have gone away and done things 
without us, they have come 
back changed, more self-as-
sured, and better prepared for 
the inevitable day when they 
are no longer under my roof.

I have two years left with my 
oldest son before he goes off 
to college, and I want to make 
the most of it. It’s time to teach 
him things, let him experience 
things, and hope and pray that 
he’s ready when it’s time to 
spread his wings.

Comments are welcome and 
can be sent to talesofatiredmom-

ma@gmail.com.

Life is… a bit odd. I think 
we can all agree on that. We 
all have a little bit of crazy 
mixed in with the calm. 
Sometimes it’s in your DNA, 
sometimes it’s the people 
around you. For me, it’s a 
little bit of both.

I’m not crazy. At least, 
I like to think I’m not. But 
some of my friends, well, 
they might tell you some-
thing a little different. I’m 
a polite lady. I have good 
manners. 

Well, I do when I meet new 
people. But if you know me, 

there’s a whole different side that you get to see. 

My wild side.
For starters, I laugh like a lunatic. If you ever 

hear me laughing politely, that’s not my real 
laugh. My friends can confirm. It’s crazy. I also 
get laughing spells, where I laugh at literally 
anything. I get wild and crazy, and I start saying 
the most random stuff. Things that nobody needs 
to know. I basically lose my filter and all decent 
language. 

Second, I talk to myself. I know that a lot of 
people talk to themselves. It’s normal. But not 
when I do it. A lot of my friends think it’s odd. 
And they’re probably right. But what can I say? 
I’m an odd person. My mom says I’m unique.

Now, the crazy people that aren’t me. My broth-
er, first off. He really likes martial arts. And I 

My mother says I’m unique

A plea agreement was 
reached in an Antelope County 
Court case involving Aiden C. 
Kuester, 21, of Neligh.

On Aug. 5, Kuester plead-
ed no contest to one count of 
unauthorized use of a propelled 
vehicle - 1st, a Class III misde-
meanor, stemming from a June 
27 incident. 

Per the agreement, Antelope 
County Attorney Joe Smith 
agreed to recommend a DUI-
type of probation sentence.

Defense counsel, Marty 
Klein, told The Honorable 
Danielle Fliam that restitution 
would be paid to the victim 
by Aug. 5. He also reported a 
substance abuse evaluation 
was previously provided to the 
court. Kuester was ordered not 
to enter or remain in any place 
alcohol is served, and he shall 
abstain from alcohol and con-
trolled substances.

He will submit to specialized 
skills training or programing 
recommended by the supervis-
ing probation officer. 

Kuester will comply with 
any search of his person, place 

Neligh man accepts plea agreement
or automobile by probation, 
without probable cause, or by 
law enforcement acting at the 
request of probation.

Fliam sentenced Kuester to 
probation for six months and 
ordered to pay a $500 fine.

Courtesy of SAM

A 37-year-old Oakdale woman 
appeared in Antelope County 
Court, on Aug. 5, in two differ-
ent cases.

In the first case, Ashley 
Polenske waived her right to a 
preliminary hearing involving 
a felony child abuse charge.

A second charge - resist ar-
rest-1st offense - was dismissed 
without prejudice on the motion 
of the prosecutor.

The charges stem from a July 
8 incident investigated by Ante-
lope County Sheriff Bob Moore. 

Polenske will appear for 
arraignment on Sept. 30 in An-
telope County District Court.

Bond, set at $5,000-10%, re-
mains in effect.

In a second case, a continu-
ance was granted as Polenske 
faces one count of DUI-drug-1st 
offense, a Class W misdemean-
or.

Polenske appears for hearings
 The Honorable Danielle 

Fliam ordered Polenske to ap-
pear in county court on Sept. 2.

The defendant was arrested 
April 25 after Antelope County 
Deputy Keegan Barker received 
a call about a reckless vehicle, 
which had been stopped by Nel-
igh Police Department officials.

Barker observed erratic 
driving as the vehicle traveled 
eastbound on Highway 275. He 
asked Polenske to take field 
sobriety tests, which she failed. 
He asked Polenske to take a 
preliminary breath test, which 
produced a result of .000.

Barker contacted the Nebras-
ka State Patrol’s drug recogni-
tion expert. Due to Polenske’s 
performance on the tests, along 
with her lack of focus, Barker 
placed her under arrest for 
driving under the influence of 
drugs.

A drug evaluation was 
conducted by NSP at the Ante-
lope County Law Enforcement 
Center. 

A $1,500-10% bond remains in 
effect.

Courtesy of SAM

THE WAY I
SEE IT

Student Intern
Anna Stuhr
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“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

President Donald J. Trump, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510; phone (202) 456-1111.
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Well, it now appears that we will 
have a third, substantial candidate on 
the ballot to become the next governor.

Last week, former State Sen. Brett 
Lindstrom submitted more than 
enough signatures to join Gov. Jim Pil-
len and former State Sen. Lynne Walz 
in the race for the governor’s mansion.

It’s an odd (and late) time to join the 
race, and Lindstrom took an unusual 
path to get into the race.

At this time a year ago, Lindstrom 
was an announced GOP candidate for 
the 2nd District congressional seat now 

held by retiring 
U.S. Rep. Don 
Bacon.

But by January, 
he had dropped out 
of that race saying 
he didn’t want to 
participate in the 
“divisiveness of 
modern politics.”

“I don’t feel like 
I fit in this politi-
cal environment,” 
Lindstrom told the 
Nebraska Examin-
er. He assured the 
reporter that he 
wasn’t quitting one 

race to join another, but later changed 
his registration to nonpartisan, allow-
ing that possibility.

By this summer, the political juices 
were apparently flowing again, and 
supporters who had been urging him to 
run for governor in the first place, got 
their wish. A race for governor always 
seemed like the best fit for him, and it 
doesn’t have the high-stakes political 
divisiveness we see in federal races in 
the Trump-era GOP.

As I’ve written before, Lindstrom, 
a 45-year-old financial advisor, sure 
looks the part of governor. He’s a trim-
and-fit former reserve quarterback for 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers who still 
looks like he could run an option play.

While Lindstrom didn’t talk a lot 
on the mike during debates in the 
Nebraska Legislature, he is a better 
speech-i-fier than our veterinarian/
hog producer Gov. Pillen. (Walz, too, is 
a better speaker)

But Lindstrom faces a steep uphill 
climb to win the election.

First off, if you want an alternative 
to Pillen, you now have two legitimate 
choices, not just one. 

Walz, a Democrat and former 
teacher, has been out campaigning for 
months now. 

She has yard signs out, and speak-
ing engagements lined up. And, like 
Lindstrom, she’s pledging to provide 
better leadership and an alternative to 
Pillen’s policies.

So now, the “anti-Pillen vote” is di-
vided among two candidates, instead of 
one, making it harder for either to win.

Let’s do some quick math here – in 
Nebraska, there are approximately 
620,000 registered Republicans, 328,000 
registered Democrats, and 282,000 
registered nonpartisans, plus a few 
random Libertarians and legalize mar-
ijuana folks. 

So for any non-Republican to win, 
they must convince a bunch of those 
GOP folks to vote for them, along with 
some Democrats who like Walz. Tall 
order.

But, if you believe in polls, Pillen 
isn’t exactly riding a crest of populari-
ty (or riding a horse, thank goodness). 
A poll in February by the consumer 
website Morning Consult ranked Pillen 
among the five “least popular” gover-
nors in the nation. And Walz did a poll 
a couple of months later showing that 
50% of respondents didn’t approve of 
his work.

Well, I’m guessing those numbers 
helped convince Lindstrom that if he 
ran for governor, he could win.

But the former senator hasn’t exact-
ly been a rock star in calculating his 
chances of winning. Four years ago, 
he ran third in the GOP gubernatorial 
primary to Pillen and Charles Herb-
ster; in 2012 he challenged then-U.S. 

Rep. Lee Terry in the primary but 
finished second; he ran for committee 
chairmanships during his time in the 
State Legislature but never won.

So, has his crystal ball on winning 
campaigns gotten sharper?

It isn’t like you can’t win an election 
after losing one or two. Pete Ricketts 
lost his first run for U.S. Senate; Oma-
ha Mayor John Ewing lost a congres-

Back to school:
Building for

the future

FROM THE 
HILL

Congressman
Adrian Smith

WASHINGTON
REPORT

U.S. Senator
Deb Fischer

Third major candidate joins
horse race for governor’s mansion

sional race before winning the top job 
in the River City.

And Lindstrom did win two state 
legislative races. He also introduced 
the bill to remove state income taxes 
on Social Security checks, a worthy 
and politically popular change.

But he better have some mighty 
stout hiking boots and a convincing 
message, because beating both Pillen 

and Walz will be an uphill climb.
*****

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He is a retired senior 
reporter for the Nebraska Examiner 
and the former Capitol Bureau Chief for 
the Omaha World-Herald. A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.

Your opinion needs to be heard! 
Express it in a ‘Letter to the Editor’

From our rolling Sandhills to the Missouri River Valley 
and everywhere in between, Nebraskans are bound by a set 
of exceptional values: hard work, determination, and above 
all, a natural tendency to serve those around us. Seeing 
this value in action is what inspired me to run for my local 
school board, the Nebraska Unicameral, and eventually 
the U.S. Senate. Today, it is what drives me to advocate for 
Nebraska in Washington.

Fortunately, this value is also alive and well in young 
people across our state. When I meet with high school 
students, I am encouraged to hear that their aspirations 

are still rooted in service. For a select 
group of young Nebraskans, those 
future dreams include pursuing an 
appointment to one of our nation’s ser-
vice academies — a path that demands 
excellence, leadership, and the ultimate 
commitment to serving our country.

As a U.S. senator, I have the privilege 
of nominating a select group of out-
standing young men and women to at-
tend one of the U.S. service academies: 
the U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy, U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, and U.S. Naval 
Academy. The U.S. Coast Guard Acade-
my does not require a nomination, but I 
still submit recommendations on behalf 
of Nebraskans. These five academies 

not only provide some of the most rigorous curricula in the 
world but also shape young men and women into future 
officers, with many becoming generals and admirals.

Playing a role in the selection of our future military lead-
ers is not a responsibility I take lightly. As a senior member 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee, I work on legisla-

tion to advance our national defense capabilities. And as a 
member of the U.S. Naval Academy Board of Visitors, I over-
see the academy’s operations and report findings directly 
to the president. Through it all, these young, determined 
Nebraskans remain in the forefront of my mind and close to 
my heart. I am inspired by their commitment to strengthen 
the future of our state and our nation.

Each academy has its own application process outside of 
pursing a nomination from my office, so it is important to 
stay on top of all deadlines. I recommend starting the pro-
cess as soon as possible — the academies recommend high 
school juniors begin their applications in the spring. If you 
are in 9th through 11th grade and thinking about applying 
to a service academy, you can look into attending a summer 
program at one of the academies to gain a better under-
standing of the service academy experience.

To learn more about this process, consider attending a 
Service Academy Day hosted by the Nebraska Delegation. 
These informational sessions are held each spring by con-
gressional staff members who are very knowledgeable about 
the application and nomination processes. We concluded 
this year’s informational sessions but will host more in 2027 
– please check for the dates and useful information related 
to the academies on the “Academy Nominations” page of my 
website: fischer.senate.gov.

Nomination applications for the class of 2031 are now 
open until October 7, 2026. If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact my Omaha office at 402-391-3411 or 
email my team at academynom_fischer@fischer.senate.gov. 
My staff and I will provide any assistance you need as you 
enter this exciting time.

Nebraskans have always answered the call to serve our 
nation. 

I am confident our next generation of leaders will carry 
on this tradition and make our state proud.

A tradition of  service: Apply
to a U.S. Service Academy

In Nebraska, August marks the 
close of summer and the beginning 
of a busy new season. 

It means the return of Husker 
football and volleyball games, final 
preparations ahead of harvest, and 
the rush of back-to-school shop-
ping.  

Across our state, parents are 
helping their sons and daughters 
move into college dorms, sending 
them off on a new adventure, or 
getting younger students ready for 
their first day back in the class-
room.  

The start of a new school year 
brings excitement and opportunity, 
but it also brings new expenses 
and import-
ant financial 
decisions for 
families. As 
another school 
year approach-
es, I am focused 
in Congress 
on building a 
stronger finan-
cial future for 
families across 
Nebraska’s 
Third District.

As a senior 
member of the 
House Ways and 
Means Commit-
tee, I helped lead the effort to pass 
the Working Families Tax Cuts 
last year. 

This legislation builds on our 
commitment to let hardworking 
Americans keep more of what they 
earn while giving parents addition-
al tools to save, invest, and prepare 
for the future.

One of the most exciting provi-
sions of this bill created tax-advan-
taged savings accounts for chil-
dren, otherwise known as Trump 
Accounts. 

Upon creation of a Trump Ac-
count for an eligible newborn, they 
receive a $1,000 federal contribu-
tion to begin building a stronger 
financial foundation from day one. 

Over time, that investment can 
grow and help young Americans 
pay for higher education, purchase 
their first home, launch a career, 
or continue saving for retirement.

I also introduced the Trump 
Accounts for All Generations 
Act to permanently extend this 
$1,000 contribution and index it 
to inflation so future generations 
of American children receive the 
same opportunity to begin build-
ing long-term financial security.

The Working Families Tax 
Cuts also permanently expanded 
the Child Tax Credit to $2,200 per 
qualifying child, helping working 
parents keep more of what they 
earn and cover everyday expenses. 

We expanded 529 education sav-
ings plans, giving families greater 
flexibility to prepare for college or 
pursue technical training, appren-
ticeships, and other career path-
ways. 

We also strengthened the 
Adoption Tax Credit, expanded 
childcare tax relief, and provided 
additional savings tools to help 
families prepare for the future.

I also championed the Federal 
Scholarship Tax Credit, which 
expands educational opportunities 
for public, private, and homes-
chooled children—all without new 
government spending or burden-
some federal mandates.

As students return to class-
rooms and campuses across 
Nebraska, they are preparing for 
the opportunities and challenges 
that lie ahead. In Congress, I will 
continue working to advance poli-
cies that strengthen the financial 
security of families, expand edu-
cational opportunities, and build 
a brighter financial future for the 
next generation of Nebraskans.
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Elgin Review photos by 
Dennis Morgan, Lynell 

Morgan and Megan Wright
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Elgin Review photos by 
Lynell Morgan

Awards announced during 
Sunday’s fashion review
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You can find ALL of 
the 4-H and Clover 

Kids results from this 
year’s fair in a multi-

page PDF on our 
homepage at

elginreview.com
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Elgin Review photos by 
Lynell Morgan

Elgin Review photos by Megan Wright



God Bless America!

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 Page 9

mean REALLY likes it. He’ll walk into a room and start kicking 
the air, acting like he’s cool. I would like to tell him that he’s not 
actually that cool, but the second I start talking, he starts kicking 
ME. And, not gonna lie, for how skinny he is, he really packs a 
punch. Or, kick. So, he’s crazy. We both are. But so is my sister.

She has this weird obsession with the Twilight Saga and Titanic. 
Now, if that’s something you like to watch, go for it. I’m not judging 
you. But I am judging her. Vampires and Werewolves? Seriously? 
I watched a bit with her, and I hated it. Something about it just 
rubbed me the wrong way. So, she’s also crazy. Then again, so am I. 
You can tell we’re family. 

So, crazy seems to run in the family. Don’t know where we get it 
from, because both our parents are sane. I’m probably the craziest, 
though.

We can all be a bit odd at times. That’s kind of how humanity 
works. We’re messed up, just a little bit. And it’s not something 
to be ashamed of. In fact, it’s something you should take pride in, 
because that’s one thing that every person has in common: we’re 
all strange, in different ways. That’s what makes humanity so 
beautiful.

No two people are the same. So, the next time someone calls you 
weird, you can say, “Thanks. You, too.”

 ◀ FROM Page 3

Unique OBITUARIES
Robert E. Nichols, 88

October 27, 1937 — August 9, 2026
A native of Wheeler County, his life was marked 

by dedication, service and community 
involvement. His was a life well-lived.

Robert E. 
Nichols of Bart-
lett, Nebraska 
passed away 

on Sunday, August 9, 2026, at 
Accura Healthcare at Neligh, 
Nebraska at the age of 88.

Robert Eugene Nichols, born 
October 27, 1937, in Wheeler 
County, Nebraska, the son of 
Carl and Marjorie (Kugler) 
Nichols. He was raised in 
Wheeler County where he 
attended District #7 Red Top 
Country School and graduated 
from Wheeler County High 
School in 1955. From the begin-
ning, he embarked on a journey 
of dedication and service to 
Wheeler County.

In his early years, Robert 
worked in construction before 
serving his country in the 
United States Army begin-
ning in the Fall of 1961 and 
was stationed in Alaska. After 
completing his military service 
in the Fall of 1963, he returned 
to Bartlett, Nebraska, where he 
began working with cattle.

Robert was united in mar-
riage to Peggy Field, and togeth-
er they welcomed two children, 
Kenneth and Lori. 

His professional life was 
centered around the insurance 
industry, initially purchasing 
Nichols Insurance Agency in 
Bartlett. He later partnered 
with Ron Gillham, leading 
Nichols Gillham Insurance 
Agency and Sandhills Systems, 
which specialized in insurance, 
irrigation pivots, and grain 
bins. He played a key role in 
bringing Cornerstone Bank to 
Bartlett and continued his ca-
reer there until his retirement.

During retirement, Robert 
had a vision and passion for the 
Herb Mignery Bronze Sculp-
ture Garden in Bartlett. He 

spent countless hours fund-
raising, working on the design 
and placement of the sculptures 
and was always willing to give 
a guided tour of the garden. He 
was also an avid bowler and 
golfer.

A proud Army veteran, Rob-
ert was a member of the Bart-
lett American Legion Post #107 
and the Great Bear Below Zero 
Club. His life was marked by 
dedication, service, and com-
munity involvement.

Survivors include his two 
children and their spouses,  
Kenneth and Julie Nichols of 
Bartlett and Lori and Travis 
Rodgers of North Platte; ten 
grandchildren; ten great grand-
children; two brothers and 
sisters-in-law, Leland and Pat 
Nichols and Dwight and Eudeen 
Nichols all of Bartlett; and a 
host of relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; and a granddaugh-
ter, Emily Nichols.

A Celebration of Life Service 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, August 15, 2026, at 
the Bartlett Church of Faith 
in Bartlett, Nebraska. Pastor 
Mark Hoffman will officiate. In-
terment will be in the Bartlett 
Cemetery. 

Military Honors will be pre-
sented by the Bartlett American 
Legion Post #107. 

Visitation will be held on Fri-
day from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 
the church. 

Memorials are suggested to 
the family for designation to the 
Herb Mignery Bronze Sculpture 
Garden in memory of Bob. 

Still Waters Funeral Parlor 
is assisting with the arrange-
ments. 

Online condolences may be 
left at stillwatersfuneralparlor.
com
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came to budget requests.
Also, County Clerk Lisa Payne indicated that, according to the 

numbers coming in, tax asking and the county levy should be 
slightly less than last year.

Commissioner Casey Dittrich commended County Clerk Payne 
and Commissioner Regina Krebs on an excellent job of putting the 
budget together.

Concerning the final budget numbers, Commissioner Neil Willi-
by stated, “We should be in good shape.”

 ◀ FROM Page 1
County

Several patients at Boone County Health Center (BCHC) have 
reported receiving calls from someone claiming to be from the 
hospital asking for payment on their account.

BCHC says “Do not pay!” If you have not received a statement 
from Revenue Cycle Specialists (RCS), do not make a payment 
based on a phone call. Patients will only receive billing/payment 
calls from RCS regarding their account. If you receive a suspicious 
call or are unsure whether a payment request is legitimate, please 
contact RCS at 308-398-3955 before making any payment or provid-
ing personal information.

BCHC urges caution on scam
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Stay in the know. Read the Public Notices

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
NATURE’S PATH TO WELLNESS, L.L.C.

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
The name of the limited liabili-

ty company: NATURE’S PATH TO 
WELLNESS, L.L.C.

The address of the designated 
office is: 52005 852nd Road, Clear-
water, Nebraska 68726. The name 
and mailing address of the initial 
agent for service of process of the 

company is Martin V. Klein, 101 W. 
4th Street, P.O. Box 166, Neligh, NE 
68756. It is organized to transact 
any lawful acts concerning any 
and all lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which a 
limited liability company may be 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

This company commenced 
upon filing the Certificate of Orga-
nization with the Secretary of State 
on July 22, 2026, and its existence 
shall be perpetual. The affairs of 
the limited liability company are to 
be conducted by the members un-
der an operation agreement duly 
approved by its members.

NATURE’S PATH TO
WELLNESS, L.L.C.

Martin V. Klein
Klein Law Office, P.C.
P.O. Box 166
Neligh, NE 68756-0166
(402)887-4190
PUBLISH: July 29, August 5 & 12
ZNEZ

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUGUST 3, 2026 MEETING
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 19-1102 of the Nebraska State Stat-

utes, the following employee job titles and their current salaries, as 
of August 1, 2026, corresponding to such titles, are hereby published 
as follows:
Mayor…………………....………………………………..$150.00/month
Council Members…….……….…………………………..$75.00/month
Mayor & Council……………..……………….$45.00 Special Meetings          
City Clerk/Treasurer….……….………………………………..$22.51/hr
City Superintendent……………….……………………………$26.35/hr
Assistant Maintenance…………….…………………………..$21.00/hr
Co-Librarian………………………………………………$774.09/month
Swimming Pool Manager…………..……………..…………...$20.75/hr
Asst. Pool Manager…………… ….. …………….Starting @ $18.25/hr
Lifeguards………………………………………….Starting @ $15.00/hr
Seasonal Employees………………………………..Starting @15.00/hr

City of Elgin
/s/ Kristin L. Childers, City Clerk

PUBLISH: August 12, 2026				             
ZNEZ

CURRENT SALARIES
CITY OF ELGIN EMPLOYEES

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUGUST 4 MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ELGIN CITY COUNCIL
Proceedings

August 3, 2026
The Elgin City Council met in 

regular session on Monday, Au-
gust 3, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., pursuant 
to posted notice.  

Mayor Schmitt called the meet-
ing to order, and announced the 
location of the Open Meeting Act. 

Councilmembers present were 
Craig Niewohner, John “Mike” 
Dvorak, Leigh Kluthe, and Jeremy 
Young. 

A complete and accurate copy of 
the minutes is available for public 
inspection during normal business 
hours at the City Clerk’s office.

The following agenda items 
were approved:

 • July regular meeting minutes, 
treasurer’s report, transaction re-
port, and paying the claims

General Checking: Black Hills 
Energy, util, 1,348.91; U.S. Post 
Office, postage, 390.00; 118 In-
surance LLC, ins, 5,208.00; AP-
PEARA, srv, 126.19; Amazon Cap-
ital Services, sup, 81.58; Antelope 
County Sheriff, srv, 2,850.00; Ap-
plied Connective Technologies, 
srv, 25.00; Boyd’s Electrical Ser-
vice, Inc., srv, 300.00; Brock Prat-
er, camp rtn, 60.00; Bud’s Sanitary 
Service LLC, srv, 7,291.40; Central 
Valley Ag, sup, 491.35; Cordell’s 
Sales & Service, LLC, rpr, 80.98; 
Dean’s Market, sup, 866.43; Eakes 
Office Solutions, sup, 920.48; 
Econo Signs, sup, 86.99; Elgin One 
Stop, fuel, 1,364.77; Elkhorn Rural 
Public Power District, util, 4,351.77; 
Fitzgerald, Vetter, Temple, Bartell 
& Henderson, srv, 350.00; GPM 
Environmental Solutions, LLC, srv, 
508.00; Great Plains Communi-
cations, util, 377.05; In the Swim, 
sup, 361.76; Jeff Quinn, srv, 350.00; 
Junior Library Guild, sup, 644.00; 
Kittelson Welding, rpr, 195.00; 
League of NE Muni - Utilities Sec-
tion, dues, 528.00; League of NE 
Municipalities, dues, 3,086.00; 
Leifeld Hardware, sup, 66.21; NE 
Public Health Environmental Lab, 

srv, 539.00; Nebraska Life Mag-
azine, sup, 56.00; Francisco Uriel 
Vite Orozco, water rtn, 69.04; Play-
away Products, sup, 90.94; Preci-
sion Repair, LLC, sup, 2.37; Randy 
Scholl, rpr, 50.00; Sargent Drilling, 
srv, 900.00; Sta-Bilt Construction 
Company, srv, 29,330.00; Tenley 
Schindler, srv, 500.00; The Elgin 
Review, print, 64.15; The Pioneer 
Woman Magazine, sup, 19.97; WEF 
Membership, dues, 89.00; Con-
nie Dvorak, sup, 210.00; Nebras-
ka Department of Revenue, tax, 
2,137.49; Nebraska U C Fund, tax, 
62.67; United States Treasury, tax, 
6,832.24; American Funds Service 
Company, retirement, 800.86; Pay-
roll: 28,544.67

Debit Card: U.S. Post Office, 
postage, 36.35; Verizon Wireless, 
srv, 33.72

Rescue Checking: Amazon 
Capital Services, sup, 38.22; Elgin 
One Stop, fuel, 157.63; Elgin Phar-
macy, sup, 253.97; The Elgin Re-
view, print, 6.22

 • Purchase edging and solar 
lights for the new library sign

 • Statutory rule requiring read-
ing Ordinance No. 683 on three 
different days be suspended

 • Ordinance No. 683 passed 
and adopted

 • Set the last day of the pool as 
Sunday, August 16, 2026

 • Accept $200.00 bid from Tint-
ern Retreat Center for the Zoll AED 
Plus

 • Accept $1,000.00 bid from 
Santee Health & Wellness Cen-
ter – EMS Division for the Stryker 
power pro XT cot

 • Austin Vanhorn to Elgin Res-
cue Service

 • Set the date of the budget 
workshop for Wednesday, August 
26th, at 7:30 p.m.

 • Set the September 2026 reg-

ular meeting date for Wednesday, 
September 9th, at 7:30 p.m.

 • Set the 1 & 6 Year Street Hear-
ing date for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9th, at 7:30 p.m.

 • Approve a 5% raise for all full-
time employees and librarians ef-
fective October 1, 2026

 • Building permits: Marlin Mat-
son, Susan Bartkovak

 • Regular meeting adjourned at 
9:12 p.m.

The following agenda items 
were discussed:

 • Public comment: none
 • Law enforcement presence in 

Elgin and starting a neighborhood 
watch program

 • Library annual update
 • Quote from Federal Signal for 

updating outdoor emergency si-
rens

 • Trash rates
 • Maintenance report: new boil-

er at the pool, water tower cleaning 
this fall, armor coating completed

 • Pool report: need new hose
 • Councilman’s report: look into 

contracting with Elgin Rural Fire 
Board to provide coverage for the 
City

 • Clerk report: budget prepara-
tion

 Next regular meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, September 9, 
2026

Mayor MIKE SCHMITT
City Clerk KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
PUBLISH: August 12, 2026
ZNEZ

ORDINANCE NO. 683
OF THE

CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF ELGIN, NEBRASKA, ESTAB-
LISHING REGULATIONS FOR 
THE MAINTENANCE AND OP-
ERATION OF THE ELGIN SWIM-
MING POOL AND THE BATHER 
PREPARATION FACILITY; RE-
PEALING ALL CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF ELGIN, NEBRAS-
KA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Pursuant to Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §81-15,265 the City of Elgin 
hereby adopts the minimum stan-
dards of sanitary and safety for the 

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 683
THE ELGIN CITY COUNCIL

construction, operation and main-
tenance of the Elgin City swimming 
pool as established by the Nebras-
ka department of water, energy 
and environment.

Section 2. Any other ordinances 
in conflict with the terms hereof are 
hereby repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall 
be in full force and effect on and af-
ter its passage, approval, and pub-
lication as provided by State Law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 
3rd day of August, 2026.

By MIKE SCHMITT
Mayor

Attest:
KRISTIN L. CHILDERS
City Clerk
PUBLISH: August 12, 2026
ZNEZ

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS
Neligh, Nebraska
August 4th, 2026

Chairman opened the meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as re-
quired by statute.

Approved agenda.  Approved 
minutes of July 7th and 14th, 2026 
Board of Commissioner Meetings 
and July 9th, 2026, Board of Equal-
ization Meetings.  Public com-
ments. Correspondence was re-
viewed. Clerk of the District Court, 
Treasurer’s Fund Balance, and 
Treasurer’s Miscellaneous Reve-
nue.

Zoning Administrator no report. 
Met with Highway Superin-

tendent for 1- and 6- Year Road 
Projects. Approved County Bridge 
Match Resolution.

Approved increase in recycling 
agreement with City of Neligh.

Discussed with constituents the 
route of Holt County Transmission 
Line Project.

Held public hearing date for 
852nd Road Closing. Approved 
closing road except for the first 
1000 feet from highway.

Road Superintendent Report: 
approved two (2) oversized per-
mits; two (2) access permits and 
one (1) underground permit. Ap-
proved aggregate bid for Mitchell 
Quarry.

Budget was reviewed. Approved 
subdivision preliminary levy. 

Meeting Adjourned.
Antelope County Board of Com-

missioners
CHARLIE HENERY

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: August 12, 2026
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUGUST 4 MEETING
ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE ANTELOPE COUNTY - 

SALARIES: July 2026
The following salaries are to be 

published each year between July 
15 and August 15, according to 
Nebraska State Statute 23-122, re-
vised by LB299 in 1996.  Antelope 
County Employees are paid on a 
monthly payroll.  The salaries vary 
in each department, due to job ti-
tles, merit and years of employ-
ment.  The following are payroll 
figures:

GENERAL FUND:  Com-
missioners annual: (4) $20,250 
(1) $21,450; Officials annual: (4) 
$73,678.00; Courthouse Deputies 
hourly: (1) $26.20; (1) $26.00; (1) 
$25.00; (1) 23.75; Courthouse cler-
ical hourly: (1) $27.99; (1) $23.75; (1) 
$21.00; (1) $20.52; (2) $20.00; (1) 
$18.62; Seasonal Clerical hourly: (1) 
$15.00; Custodian (1) $15.00; Sher-
iff annual: (1) $84,508.00; Emer-
gency Manager: (1) $10,000.00 
annual; Sheriff Deputies hourly: (1) 
$35.00; (1) $33.00; (1) $31.00; Part-
time Sheriff Deputies hourly: (1) 
$30.00; (1) $29.00; (2) $28.00; (2) 
$27.00; Administrative Operations 

Manager hourly: (1) $28.25; Office 
Assistant: $19.00  Dispatcher/Jail-
ers hourly: (1) $24.00; (2) $23.00; 
(1) $22.50; (4) $22.00; (1) $21.00; (1) 
20.00 (2) $19.00; Attorney annual: 
(1) $76,210.00; Veterans Service 
Officer hourly: (1) $29.70; Zoning 
Administrator hourly: (1) $25.00; 
Weed Board Members (5) $50.00 
per meeting;  Weed Superinten-
dent annual: (1) $45,000; Part-
time Clerical hourly: (1) $18.50; (1) 
$15.50; 

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: Full-
Time Road Workers hourly: (2) 
$26.78; (1) $26.50; (1) $25.75; (1) 
$25.54; (1) $23.23; (1) $22.92; (1) 
$22.40; (1) $21.99; (1) $21.78; (1) 
$21.63; (1) $21.63; (1) $21.37; (1) 
$21.00; (1) $20.86; (1) $20.60; (3) 
$20.00; (1) $19.50; (2) $19.00; (1) 
$18.95; (1) $18.90; (1) $18.54; (1) 
$18.00; Part-time road workers 
hourly: (1) $22.00; (1) $19.00; (1) 
$15.00;  Road Superintendent an-
nual: (1) $73,678.00; Road Foreman 
hourly: (1) $28.78 Highway Super-
intendent annual: (1) $1,200.00.
PUBLISH: August 12, 2026
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Several defendants skipped 
appearing before The Honor-
able Danielle Fliam during the 
Aug. 5 Antelope County Court 
session.

A. Jared L. Blevins was 
scheduled to appear for a 
preliminary  hearing in a case 
where he faces three felony 
charges.

Defense attorney Doug Strat-
ton told Fliam that Blevins was 
having car trouble and request-
ed a continuance.

Antelope County Attorney 
Joe Smith did not object, and 
Fliam granted the motion.

Blevins faces three felony 
counts, including possession of 
a deadly weapon by a prohib-
ited person, a Class III felony; 
one count of DUI-cause serious 
bodily injury, a Class IIIA felo-
ny; and one count of possession 
of a controlled substance, a 
Class IV felony.

The counts stem from an 
April 22 incident, when a vehi-
cle driven by Blevins crossed 
over the centerline and struck 
a vehicle driven by Kenneth 
Menning of Orchard. 

Antelope County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Steven Mills responded 
to the call reported in the 1000 
block of L Street in Neligh.

According to the arrest affi-
davit, Blevins appeared inco-
herent, with slowed and slurred 
speech. 

He was transported to 
Antelope Memorial Hospital, 
where emergency room person-
nel found a baggy containing 
what appeared to by psylocybin 

mushrooms.
Menning sustained a frac-

tured sternum. 
A passenger in the Menning 

vehicle, Michael Menning, sus-
tained a break of the C2 verte-
brae and was air transported to 
another facility.

During a search of Blevins’ 
vehicle, Neligh Police Chief 
Logan Lawson located “a hunt-
ing-type knife” with a blade 
measuring 10 inches.

Fliam set an Aug. 19 date for 
the preliminary hearing.

A $35,000-10% bond remains 
in effect.

*****
Pedro Angel Monzon-Gar-

cia, 37, of Grand Island, missed 
arraignment on two counts, in-
cluding DUI-alcohol-1st offense, 
a Class W misdemeanor; and no 
operator’s license/non-waiver-
able, a Class III misdemeanor.

Smith requested that the 
defendant’s failure to appear 
be noted, and said a warrant, 
signed July 28, is active.

Monzon-Garcia was arrested 
on May 31 by a Neligh Police 
Department officer after he 
received a report of a reckless 
driver traveling north from 
Elgin.

Officer Riley Schroeder re-
quested assistance from Dep-
uty Steven Mills at the scene, 
approximately one-quarter mile 
east of Penn Lake in Neligh.

Schroeder observed alcoholic 
beverages in the vehicle, includ-
ing “several empty cans on the 
floorboard.”

According to a probable 

cause affidavit, Schroeder took 
Monzon-Garcia into custody 
and secured in interpreter. 
A data-master test showed a 
blood-alcohol content of .152. 
The Grand Island man was 
booked into the Antelope Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Center.

*****
David J. Anderson, 43, of 

Elgin, failed to appear for a pre-
trial hearing. He faces two mis-
demeanor charges, including 
leaving an accident-att prop/
failure to furnish and driving 
under suspension/before rein-
stated-state.

Doug Stratton, representing 
Anderson, requested a continu-
ance. Smith objected, and Fliam 
denied Stratton’s motion.

Anderson also failed to ap-
pear for a July 15 hearing in the 
case. Smith may file a motion, 
affidavit and order for an arrest 
warrant.

*****
Jeremiah R. Fuoss, 37, was 

absent from the courtroom for a 
hearing. Fuoss, of North Platte, 
faces a misdemeanor count of 
no proof of insurance, and one 
charge of possession of marijua-
na 1 ounce or less-1st offense, an 
infraction.

Defense counsel Doug Strat-
ton requested a continuance, 
to which Smith objected. Fliam 
denied Stratton’s motion.

The judge also advised that 
Smith may file a motion, affi-
davit and order for an arrest 
warrant.

Courtesy of SAM

Three defendants fail to appear
for county court hearings
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Support Our Merchants
By Shopping Locally!

Monday, August 17: 
Smothered pork cutlets, 
mashed potatoes & gravy, 
corn, mandarin oranges, 
bread & butter, milk

Tuesday, August 18: Chef 
salad with ham, chicken salad 
sandwich, milk.

Wednesday, August 19: 
Boneless pork chop, potato 
salad, coleslaw, baked beans, 
bread & butter, milk.

Thursday, August 22: 
Liver & onion OR ham, baked 
potato, harvard beets, apri-
cots, bread & butter, milk.

Friday, August 21: Runza 
casserole, French fries, corn, 
mixed fruit, bread & butter, 
milk.

Menus are provided by the 
Community Center and are 
subject to change.

Suggested price is $7 per 
meal for persons 60 years of 
age and older. 

Under 60 is $10. 

Serving starts at approx-
imately 11:45 a.m. and ends 
around 12:15 p.m. 

Meals are served Monday 
thru Friday. Takeout starts at 
11:30 a.m. 

Please call 843-5757 by 9:30 
a.m. to reserve a meal for that 
day. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin Community Center meals

“Every day is a good day for a 
home-cooked meal with friends!”

On Tuesday, July 28 a parade, barbecue in the town park and a coed volleyball tournament were held to kick off  
the Wheeler County Fair.

Photos submitted

Tuesday evening began with 
a community kick off for the 
Wheeler County Fair.  The 
event began with a parade 
downtown.  

The winners of the Kids 
division: Jaycee Wagner, Kenzie 

Janna and Steven Schrunk presented a new wheel barrow, on behalf of the Wheeler County Farm Bureau, to be 
used by 4-Hers during the Wheeler County Fairs. The wheel barrow will be used in the 4-H  barn with the large an-
imals.  The Wheeler County Farm Bureau also provided rolls, juice and water for 4-Hers during the small animals 
show on Friday.  They also provide rosette ribbons for Champion small animal winners.   Pictured with Janna and 
Steven are 4-H members who participated in the 4-H auction. They were (back row, l-r): Tyler Perkins, Brandon 
Plugge, Justin Guggenmos, Hunter Renner, Braelynn Schlenger, Casey Freouf, Paige Schlenger, Reese Smith and 
Landen Glup.  Front row; Janna and Steven Schrunk, Emilia Plugge, Jacob Perkins, Zaxton and Benton Knigge, 
Calvin Schlenger, Keegan Brown, Lexi Plugge and Levi Glup. 

Bartlett News

Wheeler County Fair held 
“Open Class,” exhibit compe-
tition on Thursday, July 30 as 
23 persons entered the Junior 
Division and 23 entered in the 

Wheeler County Fair Open Class results announced
Senior Division. 

Top prizes winners in the 
“Flowers and Plant,” divi-
sion were Junior Cut Flower, 
Camara Armknecht; Junior 

Indoor Pot, Hannah Hickey; 
Junior Outdoor Pot, Kolt Nel-
son; Senior Cut Flower, Colleen 
Butterfield and Donna Sears;  
Senior Indoor Plant and Senior 

Flower Arrangement, Nancy 
Shavlik. 

Shavlik and Kimmie Reed 
were the volunteers manning 
this department.  

Top prize winners in “Farm 
Produce and Home Economics” 
were Vegetable:  Junior, Kolt 
Nelson and  Senior, Sherry Tet-
schner; Most Unusual: Junior, 
Aynslee McDonald, Senior, 
Cathy Palmer; Largest Vegeta-
ble: Senior, Janelle Schlenger; 
Cookies and Cake: Junior, 
Kolt Nelson and Senior, Cathy 
Palmer; Canned goods Senior, 
Ben Tetschner. Those manning 
this department were: Colleen 
Butterfield, Makenna Pelster 
and Sherry Tetschner.  

Summer will be officially 
over this week for school staff 
and students.  Wheeler Central 
staff will begin their school 
year this coming Thursday, Au-
gust 13. Students arrive Monday 
the 17th.  

Mandy Heiser of Lynch, Ne-
braska died July 27, 2026 at the 
age of 50. Her parents Joe and 
Judy Micanek and family were 
once residents of Burwell. Our 
thoughts and prayers are lifted 
up for her family in this time of 
sorrow.

Submitted by
Sherry Tetschner

100 games that define college football - where’s Iowa?
Spinning Tales

Lo, behold, the first football 
game of the TV season was 
played Thursday night in Can-
ton, Ohio.

I’m not sure I was ready for 
this. After all, it was the NFL 
Hall of Fame game which kicks 
off the preseason. The Arizo-
na Cardinals lined up against 
the Carolina Panthers for four 
meaningless quarters of game 
action, the vast majority of play-
ers to never play in a regular 
season game. 

But there they were, risking 
life and limb for some mean-
ingless dollars and a chance to 
defy the odds and make it to the 
NFL.

I snoozed midway through 
the first quarter, but I didn’t 
lose.

My favorite football is college 
football. My brother-in-law 
Roger turned me onto the game 

when I was eight years old. Pro 
football had the same players, 
playing for the same teams for 
10-15 years before walking/
crawling away from the game.

College football was different. 
Players were on campus for four 
years then they were gone. No 
extra years of eligibility, just 
four and done. The powerhouses 
just kept reloading with new 
players.

Last week, ESPN online had 
a story about the 100 games that 
explain college football in 2026.

Somebody, sitting in a cubicle 
hoping to be Chris Berman 
someday, sorted through the 
history of college football’s first 
157 years to come up with the 
most important games that mat-
tered in shaping how fans look 
at the sport. 

Remember, just 100 games. 
The best of the best fitting into 

categories such as legends, 
As expected, Nebraska was 

mentioned numerous times - 
five to be exact.

Those games were:
(Legends) Nebraska 62, 

Florida 24 played on January 
2, 1996. “It took Tom Osborne 
more than 20 years to finally 
win an elusive national title 
at Nebraska. It took only 12 
months — and one of the most 
famous runs of all time — to 
win a second (Tommie Frazier’s 
75-yard run “How man tackles 
can one man break?”)

(Upsets) Miami 31, Nebraska 
30 played on January 2, 1984. 
When Miami hired Howard 
Schnellenberger in 1979, it was 
a program without much of a 
history, one that had famously 
almost been discontinued. Five 
seasons later, it was a title pro-
gram. Against an all-time great 

Nebraska team (The Scoring 
Explosion), the Hurricanes 
pulled off a history-altering 
upset.

(Frustrates us) Nebraska 45, 
Missouri 38 played on Novem-
ber 8, 1997. A controversial win 
over Missouri, another split 
national title Nebraska was a 
four-touchdown favorite in Co-
lumbia and trailed in the clos-
ing seconds when Scott Frost’s 
fourth-down pass to Shevin 
Wiggins was broken up. As it 
fell toward the ground, Wig-
gins swept his feet around and 
knocked the ball into the air. A 
diving Matt Davison caught it, 
sending the game to overtime 
as Mizzou fans rushed the field 
in celebration of what they 
thought was a win. Wiggins lat-
er admitted that he intentional-

Wagner and Julie Thorin in Ju-
lie’s  decorated golf cart; second 
place: Bartlett Church of Faith 
float. 

Winners in the adult division: 
Draft horses and carriage, rep-
resenting Cedar Creek Ranch 
driven by Brent Swick; second 
place Shavlik float.  

In the business division 1st 
place: Farmers and Merchants 
Bank float; second  place: Whee-
ler County Farm Bureau with a 
car driven by Janna Schrunk.   

After the parade a large 
crowd  of  community members 
enjoyed a wonderful meal of 

barbecued pork sandwiches 
and apple crisp prepared by 
Kurt Einspahr and delicious 
potato salad prepared by Lila 
Einspahr.  

The meal was sponsored by 
the Wheeler County Fair Board.  

Nine teams played in a double 
elimination sand volleyball 
tournament in the park that 
evening.  

The tournament was a fund-
raiser for the CWC High School 
volleyball team. The Smith 
Family team won the tourna-
ment. 

The games were coordinat-
ed by Jerilee Wright and were 
filled with tough competition 
and great fun for those compet-
ing and those watching.

Article and captions 
submitted by Sherry Tetschner

See TALES, Page 13 ▶
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The Elgin Public Schools Class of 1976 recently got together for their 50th class reunion at the home of Clyde and Rosemary Meis in Grand Island. 14 
of 21 were present. Attending (l-r) were RoseAnn Bauer Thramer, David Pelster, Craig Meis, Chris Sprout Redding, Karen Reestman Riesberg, Rita Clark 
Pearse, Will Bennett, Linda Dozler Kuester, Steve Kuester, Bev Hoefer Martens, Steve Heithoff, Rita Schrage Heithoff, Clyde Meis and Steve Bettendorf.

EHS Class of ‘76’ holds 50th reunion
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ly (and illegally) kicked the ball, 
but Nebraska remained unbeat-
en and eventually split the title 
with Michigan in the final year 
before the BCS.

(Siren song of television) 
Nebraska 35, Oklahoma 31 
played on November 25, 1971. 
ABC was running production of 
the mother of all Games of the 
Century, as two rampant Big 8 
rivals went toe-to-toe in another 
classic. Johnny Rodgers opened 
the scoring with one of the most 
famous punt returns ever, a 
72-yarder three minutes into 

the game, but three lead chang-
es later OU was on top heading 
into the final two minutes. It 
took Jeff Kinney’s fourth touch-
down run, a diving 2-yarder 
with 1:38 left, to secure the win 
— and the eventual national 
title — for the Huskers.

(Realignment) Texas 37, 
Nebraska 27. Though the SEC 
managed to have its cake (a 
conference title game) and eat 
it too (1992 Alabama still won 
the national title), the Big 12 
championship game immediate-
ly established a different sort of 
vibe. It would upend the teams’ 
national title hopes with upsets 
in 1996, 1998, 2001 and 2007 and 
nearly do so in 2000, 2003 and 
2009 as well. And the chaos 
vibes began immediately when 
a 7-5 Texas team rode running 
back Priest Holmes and a stun-
ning 63-yard pass from James 
Brown to reserve tight end Der-
ek Lewis to pull off an upset.

As one can expect, there were 
other schools who are featured 
like Alabama, Auburn, USC, 
Notre Dame, Georgia, Michigan 
and Ohio State. 

And, there are lesser known 
teams like Howard, UNLV, Mon-
tana State, Western Kentucky, 

Iowa Wesleyan, Army, Navy, 
Fresno State, Carlisle, Harvard, 
Oklahoma State, Missouri, 
Colorado and Iowa State made 
the list.

One football team stood out to 
me for not making the list - The 
University of Iowa.

According to the writer, this 
school has never played a game 
that mattered in the history 
of college 
football. 
None of the 
school’s 
athletes 
or coaches 
made a 
mark to 
catch the 
writer’s 
attention.

As we 
prepare for 
the start of 
a new col-
lege football 
season at 
the end of 
August, perhaps now is the time 
to ponder the question - Is it bet-
ter to have won and lost on the 
national stage OR to never have 
been relevant as ESPN implied 
in its article?

Photo/caption submitted




