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God 
Bless 
America!

The high temperature last 
week was 86 degrees recorded 
on July 28. The low was 50 
degrees on August 2. 

Altogether, 0.06 of  an inch 
of  precipitation was recorded 
last week. 

Following are the high 
and low temperatures, and 
precipitation amounts, as 
recorded by weather observer 
Leonard Orlowski.
Date H  L  Prec.
July 27 81 61  
July 28 86 66    
July 29 81 64    
July 30 74 54  
July 31 79 60    
Aug 1 81 54  0.06  
Aug 2 76 50    
Total for Last Week.......... 0.06
Total for August ............. .. 0.06
Total for 2020 ................. ..14.42

In Brief

Weather

Public Notices

The

Public notices being pub-
lished in this week’s news-
paper are:  

Proceedings — An-
telope County Board of  
Commissioners

Notice of  Organization — 
Currie Acres, L.L.C.

Notice — Estate of  Duane 
Childers

The Elgin Review is the 
official legal newspaper 

for Antelope County, Upper 
Elkhorn Natural Resources 

District, the State of  Nebraska, 
the City of  Elgin and

School District #18.

Community 
club
to hold 

Return to school
plan announced by
School District #18

Elgin Public Schools has 
gathered more informa-
tion from the North Central 
District Health Department 
(NCDHD) in the past week. 
According to Superintendent 
Michael Brockhaus, “we will 
be utilizing the Risk Dial 
from the North Central Dis-
trict Health Department.

“The risk dial will be 
updated each Wednesday 
afternoon and communicated 
to the schools in the area.”

Elgin Public Schools will 
utilize the new informa-
tion and follow the risk dial 
color management plan from 
Friday to Friday each week 
to allow time for the commu-
nication to be received by the 
community and the ability to 
plan ahead. 

The first day of  classes for 
Elgin schools will be August 
13.

Persons with questions 
should contact Brockhaus at 
Elgin Public Schools, 402-843-
2455.

Fourth COV-

Due to the Antelope 
County Extension Office 
not having fair results 
compiled, the annual An-
telope County Fair Results 
Section is not 
available yet. 

Although 
the section 
has always 
been in-
cluded in the 
newspaper 
the week following the fair, 
plans are now to include it 
next week, pending receipt 
of  results from the exten-
sion office.

AC Fair
section to
be in next
week’s paper

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

With only a limited number 
of  days remaining until 
schools will once again 
reopen their doors to welcome 
students following last year’s 
March closure due to the 
corona pandemic, opinions 
all across this country about 
reopening are quite mixed.  
As national and state teacher 
unions express their concerns, 
locally teachers 
seem united in 
their belief  it is 
time and they are 
ready. 

Mary Bartak, 
veteran teacher at 
Pope John High 
School shared, “I 
am comfortable “physically” 
starting and really think the 
hygiene aspects of  washing 
hands, hands away from the 
face, ect. will help everyone 
stay healthier-from all 
illnesses. I think most kids 
miss their friends and miss 
what this stage of  life is 
supposed to be, especially 
in the high school setting…
what’s fall without volleyball 
and football.  I am excited to 
build on the technology that 
was embraced in the spring.  
Many of  those practices will 
help prepare the high school 
students for college. I am 
also excited to go to mass as 
a school, to enjoy the student 
choir up there leading us in 
song, and to be able to embrace 
our faith as we teach.  I am a 
farm girl at heart but….I like 
the routine and challenge 
teaching brings.”

Fellow Pope John educator, 
athletic director, and counselor, 
Julie Schiltmeyer reinforced 
her fellow teacher’s feelings 
of  readiness for the school’s 
return. “I am extremely 
excited for school to start! I 
can not wait to be able to see 

the kids and my co-workers 
every day.”  She knows her own 
children are also ready and 
excited to return to school, but 
believes it will take everyone 
a bit to get back into a routine.  
In her opinion, “I think once 
we get going the kids will 
have no problem settling into 
their new routines.”  She does 
feel meeting the needs of  the 
students with the past year 
being cut short is a concern.  

She explained, 
“Some students 
may need extra 
help and some 
students may 
need extra 
challenges, 
finding that 
balance and 

making sure all of  our students 
are successful learners is 
what I feel will be our biggest 
challenge.”

Speaking of  challenges, 
Elgin High’s Dorothy Heithoff  
believes accepting challenges, 
communicating, offering 
flexibility and possessing 
a willingness to do things 
differently are just a few of  
the valuable lessons that have 
been learned this past year.  
She shared how she plans 
to incorporate those lessons 
learned during the school 
closure in her classroom this 
year.  “I have spent quite a bit 
of  time this summer recording 
instructional lessons and 
preparing to transition to a 
flipped classroom setting. This 
will allow me to spend some 
more one on one time with my 
students and answer more of  
my student’s questions as they 
work on their assignments.” 
Mrs. Heithoff  hopes this 
will help the students make 
the transition back to the 
classroom after a six month 
break easier.  She also hopes it 

Elgin teachers ready
to return to classrooms

At the 95th annual Wheeler County 
Fair, officials recognized Roy and 
Lu Plugge with the 2020 Good Hand 
Award. 

The presentation was made prior 
to the start of  the rodeo Saturday 
night.

They were recognized for their 
efforts through the years towards the 
betterment of  all of  Wheeler County 
as well as the surrounding area.

Natives of  Wheeler County, 
both attended Wheeler Central 
High School.“They learned how to 
help their friends, neighbors and 
community from two magnanimous 
families — The Plugges and the 
Greens have deep roots in the 
Sandhills.

“They raised three children with 
11 grandchildren who exemplify 
their generosity, thoughtfulness and 
willingness to always go the extra 
mile for anyone that needs their 
assistance.

“Lu has touched many lives of  
Wheeler County youth for over 
40 years as a paraprofessional at 
Wheeler Central Elementary. Her 

Plugge family recognized with
WC Fair ‘Good Hand Award’

warm and giving personality make 
her an outstanding para-educator.

“Roy has worked for the Nebraska 
Department of  Roads for 40 plus 
years. He is also active in the 
Wheeler County Agricultural 
Society and the volunteer rural fire 
department.

“Together Roy and Lu do a number 
of  community projects. Each 
Christmas you will see the family 
putting up Christmas decorations 
on the light poles in town and 
setting up the nativity scene on 
the church’s front lawn. They also 
put up Memorial Day flags and 
care for the Bartlett Cemetery by 
mowing, digging graves and other 
maintenance that is needed. The 
cowboy boots placed on the fence 
posts leading to the cemetery outline 
the Plugge Ranch.

“They have been Lion’s Club 
members for many years and held 
various offices. They have also been 
4-H leaders and have helped with the 
Progress Show each year,” according 
to information in the program.

Second Street in the business district 
of  Elgin has been torn up for much of  
the summer.

On Monday night, the Elgin City 
Council was given some good news.

City Engineer John Zwingman said 
workers with Rutjens Construction 
will likely be done with installation 
of  the new water main by the end of  
August.

Sidewalks on the east side of  the 
street, he said, should be done by the 

end of  this week. As for sidewalks on 
the west side, he expects one block to 
be torn out by Friday and a second 
block done next week.

Within two weeks, Zwingman es-
timated the four blocks downtown 
should be done. That, of  course, de-
pends on the weather.

“Everything is going right along,” he 
said.

That was just one of  a long list of  
items the council addressed during the 

meeting which lasted nearly 90 min-
utes.

Property owners along Elgin’s new-
est subdivision, West Ridge Drive, will 
be asked to attend an upcoming council 
meeting to be presented information 
about paving the street there.

Mayor Mike Schmitt said paving the 
street and installing curb and gutters 
is one option to address drainage prob-
lems there. Another would be to create 
a ditch on the south side.

Some of  Elgin’s newest homes are 
located along the drive, but the street 
has never been paved. Schmitt said 
an estimate from Zwingman showed 
the cost of  a 32’ wide street with curb 
and gutter extending 300 feet would 
be just under $90,000. The cost would 
be assessed to five lot owners if  they 
approved a paving district. The council 
hopes to meet with lot owners at the 

Water main work to be done by end of August

See RETURN, Page 10

See BOX, Page Three

County fairs are about fam-
ily, one generation to the next, 
growing and sharing. (Above) 
At the Antelope County Fair, 
Carter Beckman was sur-
rounded by family (left to right: 
Nicole Beckman, Carter, Tracy 
Beckman, John Beckman, Alli-
son Starman, Peter and Cath-
erine Starman) after showing 
the grand champion market 
barrow. (Left) Fairs are also 
about carrying on legacies. 
Earlier in the week, Elgin’s 
Ally Selting was presented the 
Kalin Henn Memorial Award 
by Rhonda Meyer. The award 
recognizes extraordinary char-
acter, determination and com-
mitment in the 4-H poultry 
area. Photos submitted

All smiles
at Antelope
County Fair

Accepting the 2020 Good Hand Award were (l-r): Kelly and Kevin Kasselder and Lu and 
Roy Plugge. E-R photo/LMorgan

Elgin Swimming Pool 
Closing for the season this 

Sunday, August 9
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Tickets are now on sale for the Elgin Community Club’s 
annual “End of  the Summer Steak Fry”.

The event will be held at Elgin City Park on Friday even-
ing, Aug. 14. Activities will get underway at 6 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased at Dean’s Market, The Elgin Re-
view, Hometown Station and the Bank of  Elgin.

ECC Steak Fry
tickets now on sale

COVID-19 cases here now at 19
North Central District 

Health Department (NCDHD) 
has been made aware of  five (5) 
additional positive COVID-19 
cases in the district on Monday, 
August 3. 

NCDHD spokesperson Carol 
Doolittle said through case in-
vestigations, it was determined 

two (2) cases in Knox County 
were contracted by commu-
nity spread, one (1) case in 
Knox County was due to direct 
contact with a positive case, 
one (1) case in Holt County was 
contracted through community 
spread, and one (1) case in An-
telope county was contracted 

through community spread. 
All close contacts 

have been determined 
and asked to quaran-
tine.

Case count update 
as of  8/3/2020 at 3:00 
PM: 89 Total Cases 
(TC), 70 Recoveries 
(R), and 1 Death (D). 

A reminder that 
Total Case (TC) num-
bers are represented first, and 
of  those total cases the number 

of  Recovered (R) persons is 
represented second, 
and total case related 
Deaths (D) is repre-
sented third.
Antelope: TC: 19 R: 
15, D: 1
Keya Paha: TC:  0
Boyd: TC: 1, R: 1   
Knox: TC: 35 R: 28
Brown: TC: 0   
Pierce: TC: 17 R: 16

Cherry: TC: 4 R: 2  

By Jessie Reestman
Staff  writer

As you drive down main street Elgin, it is impossible to 
ignore the improvements happening to our community’s 
sidewalks and curbs.  

Along with those improvements, soon new light poles will 
adorn those fresh sidewalks aided by a fundraising campaign 
organized by the Elgin Community Club called Pride of  
Place.  

With early donations pouring in, the Pride of  Place 
campaign has allowed the city to write a $50,000 dollar check 
directly to the pole manufacturer. Despite the great kick 
off  to the fundraising campaign, the drive still welcomes 
additional donations.  

The fund drive currently remains open with any extra 
funds going to other improvements throughout the 
community. Anyone interested in contributing may do so at 
the Bank of  Elgin and at the Elgin City Hall.  

All donations to the Pride of  Place campaign help create 
lasting improvements we can all see and enjoy for years to 
come.

‘Pride’ campaign tops
$50,000 in donations
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SKY’S
VIEW

Elgin Review Intern 
Skylar Reestman

Twenty Years Ago
August 2, 2000

A fiber optic telephone cable 
was cut in Wausa Thursday 
morning, July 27, causing an 
outage in long distance service 
for 23 communities served by 
Great Plains Communications, 
Inc. The cable was a main link 
that facilitated long distance 
dialing for customers in 
Elgin, Petersburg, Oakdale, 
Ewing and 19 other telephone 
exchange areas. An electrical 
contractor, working on private 
property in Wausa, cut through 
the cable with construction 
equipment after the cable had 
been mistakenly marked as 
being located elsewhere, stated 
Kent Grisham of  Great Plains. 

A large crew of  St. Boniface 
parishioners helped pour 
and finish the final slabs of  
concrete for the expanded 
multi-purpose court on the 
parish grounds last Friday. A 
concrete pumper truck was 
used to deliver the concrete to 
the forms. The 80x80 foot court 
was poured in four sections 
and required 86 yards of  
concrete. 

Melissa and Ross Schindler, 
daughter and son of  Mark 
and Peggy Schindler, assisted 
Helen Neukirch last week in 
delivering “Ouch” dolls to 
all three of  the local medical 
clinics. The dolls were supplied 
by the Elgin 12 FCE Club for 
children who receive medical 
care at the clinics. 

Jake Bode, 11-year-old son of  
Barb and Ken Bode of  Elgin, 
earned the first place buckle 
in Junior Steer Riding at the 
Burwell Rodeo last weekend. 
Jake competed on Saturday, 
July 29, and posted scores of  
79 and 73 on his two rides. He 
was competing against about 

20 other young cowboys in the 
nine to 12-year-old age group. 

Stitch and Chatter Club 
held its annual picnic on 
Sunday evening, July 30, at 
the Homestead meeting room 
in Elgin. Five men and seven 
women were present for the 
supper, and Dona Elliott 
arrived later for the meeting. 
Phyllis Kinney opened the 
meeting by reading an article 
about a “robot lawn mower.” 
Thirty Years Ago
August 8, 1990

Cleaning and repainting 
of  Elgin’s water tower 
began Monday, Aug. 6. Three 
workers from Baburek Metal 
Co. began by hoisting up 
their sandblasting hoses and 
other equipment. After the 
equipment was in place, the 
workers began the long climb 
to the top. The $12,540 project is 
to be completed by Aug. 20.

Diane Starman of  Elgin 
was reunited recently in 
Omaha with her birth parents, 
two brothers and one sister. 
The reunion was a result of  
several months of  searching 
by her mother, Chris Souchek 
of  Arizona, along with her 
brothers, Tim, 19, Kevin, 18, 
and sister, Tanya, 17. Their 
father, John, who now lives 
in Iowa, was also on hand 
for the reunion.The reunion 
was held in Omaha, and the 
family also traveled to Elgin 
to see Diane’s hometown and 
meet her adoptive parents, 
the Starmans. Mrs. Soucheck 
said that she feels a void in her 
life has been filled. She prays 
that other adopted children 
can succeed in finding their 
biological parents and siblings. 

Local students recently 
attended a week long Summer 
Enrichment Program offered 

Looking Back
by Elgin Public Schools. The 37 
students had the opportunity 
to discover storybook 
characters or study areas 
including wildlife, aviation and 
space. “Fantastic Flight” found 
students learning the scientific 
principles responsible for 
flight and applying these 
principles by utilizing basic 
model construction techniques 
to build and launch model 
rockets and airplanes. Rusty 
Petersen taught this session, 
which was attended by Bruce 
Clark, Tim Durre, Brandon 
Frasch, Bryan Hestekind, Jarid 
Jochum, Brandon Miller, Sara 
Ochsner, James Thiele, Jason 
Vaisvilas, Karah Vaisvilas and 
Ryan Von Bonn.
Fifty Years Ago
July 30, 1970

Elgin’s American Junior 
Legion baseball team won 
the Cornbelt Legion League 
Tournament held at Albion the 
past week. They downed Battle 
Creek 10-0, in the opening 
round Wednesday, July 22 
and dropped Albion in the 
championship battle Sunday 
night, 8-4. Randy Jochum 
started the Albion game as 
pitcher and was relieved by 
Bly in the fourth inning with 
the score of  2-2. Gale Bly 
had two hits with Getzfred 
catching. Cass, Hughes, Wiehn, 
R. Schmitt and Vanourney 
garnered one hit apiece as 
elgin had eight hits again and 
two errors. The Junior Legion 
takes a 9 win, 5 loss record 
in the district tournament at 
O’Neill this Thursday, July 30 
when they play Tilden. 

New Central Accounting 
and General Manager’s office 
for the Farmers Cooperative 
Exchange is presently under 
construction adjoining their 

elevator office. 
Antelope County Sheriff  

Vernon Hixson reported 
Wednesday morning that 
three Colorado youths had 
been apprehended around 
6 p.m. Tuesday in Elgin by 
Monte Totten after the latter 
had heard their license plate 
number being reported to 
the State Patrol. The youths 
were placed under arrest later 
after being confined in the 
county jail. Sheriff  Hixson 
stated his office had been 
notified Tuesday afternoon 
that youths were observed 
cutting marijuana north of  
Clearwater. Marshal Monte 
Totten heard the report being 
given to the patrol and about 
the same time spotted the 
1962 maroon Pontiac in front 
of  the Gamble Store where 
they had stopped after having 
car trouble. A search of  the 
out of  state car revealed five 
plastic garbage disposal bags 
containing marijuana in the 
trunk. 

Sr. Gertrude Kerkman, 
daughter of  the late Fredrick 
and Cecelia Kerkman entered 
the School Sisters of  St. 
Francis, Milwaukee, Wisc. on 
August 24, 1919. On Sunday, 
July 26, 1970, she celebrated 
her Golden Jubilee as a nun. 
During the past 50 years, 
she has taught school in the 
states of  Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Missouri and Nebraska. 
A Mass of  Thanksgiving 
was celebrated at 1:30 in St. 
Boniface Church here, Fr. 
James Gilg was the celebrant 
and Msgr. T. H. Buelt gave the 
homily. . 
Sixty Years Ago
August 4, 1960

Construction started the 
past week on two new homes 
in Elgin, both are to be located 
east of  the St. Boniface School. 
Mrs. John Pelster is building 
a 32x34-foot frame structure 

plus breezeway and attached 
garage on the corner lot. The 
Albert Fritzs have started their 
30x34-foot frame home on the 
lot north of  Mrs. Pelster. The 
Fritz residence will also have 
a breezeway and attached 
garage. Workmen are laying 
the foundations this week. 

Dale Lauritzen shot a seven 
over par Sunday to win the 
Antelope Country Club golf  
tournament, followed by 
Lynn Hoepfinger and Tom 
Gabelman, respectively, each 
with an eight over par. 

“Red” Jochum was chairman 
of  the 18-hole tourney. Winners 
of  the various flights in their 
order (first, runner-up and 
consolation) and their scores 
were: Championship Flight 
- Dale Lauritzen 79, Lynn 
Hoepfinger 80, Tom Gabelman 
80. First Flight - Arnold 
Gabelman 84, Albie Reikofski 
90, Dean Lauritzen 90. Second 
Flight - K. D. Bennett 87, 
Merlin Faubel 93, Tex Carney 
96. Third Flight - Geo. Voorhies 
93, Dr. F. J. Stehly 95, Ray 

Francis 97. Fourth Flight - 
Ron Kester 97, “Bud” Pagel 
97, Charley Weber 97. Fifty 
Flight - Vern Hansen 108, Paul 
Reithmeier 108, Clint Hopkins 
109. 

Lori Schrunk spent from 
Wednesday evening until 
Friday evening in the Ellis 
Schrunk home. Late Friday 
afternoon Mrs. Schrunk 
rushed Lori to Antelope 
Memorial Hospital after she 
had eaten a sizable piece of  
poisoned fly cake. She was 
kept there overnight and her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roland 
Schrunk came for her Saturday 
morning. 

By Aly Schulz

Elgin Community Center 
take out meals next week 
are: 

Monday, August 10: 
Sloppy joes, baked beans, 
potato salad, pineapple, 
vanilla pudding, bun, milk.

Tuesday, August 11: Chef  
salad (ham, cheese, lettuce, 
egg, tomato, onion), 
watermelon, muffin, milk.

Wednesday, August 12: 
Spaghetti w/meatballs, 
peas, lettuce salad, 
peaches, garlic bread, milk.

Thursday, August 13: 
Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
broccoli, tropical fruit, 
banana bread, milk.

Friday, August 14: BBQ 
pork, oven potatoes, green 
beans, apple crisp, whole 
wheat/white bread, milk.

(Menus are provided by 
the Community Center and 

are subject to change)
Serving starts at 11:30 

a.m. and ends around 12:15 
p.m.  Please call 843-5757 by 
9:30 a.m. for a reservation. 

For a great meal, come to 
the community center! 

Elgin 
Community 

Center/Menus

Elgin had a large number of children as part of its swim team in 1970. E-R photo

It comes as no surprise to anyone who knows 
me that I am a shopping addict. And out of  
all the challenges people had to face during 
COVID-19, mine has been not being able to shop 
or try on clothes in the store. Every once in a 
while, my mom or grandma and I take a quick 
trip down to Norfolk to grab a few things that 
we need. But past that, my shopping sprees have 
dwindled. 

My bank account sure has benefited from my 
sudden drop in shopping sprees. But, my closet 
is suffering and needs a whole new wardrobe, 
especially with senior pictures coming up and 
the new school year. Luckily, I have found a way 
to fill that gap that has been in my life since 
COVID-19. Online shopping.

For most of  my life, I was told to not buy 
anything online, especially by my mom. It is 
honestly very good advice. Sites can be very 
unreliable, clothes I order might not fit, and 
most importantly, my bank account could get 
hacked. 

I decided to take that risk, but with caution 
and give my closet a fresh new look. First of  all, 
I searched for a really good website by looking at 
reviews and with the help of  some of  my friends 
who already order clothes and other things 
online. 

Of  course, many people, including my family, 
use Amazon or other online stores, almost too 
much. I think almost every week, I come home 
and see a new box from UPS on our front porch. 
I think my brother has an addiction to online 
shopping. And my family has even bought some 

Thanks COVID, I’m now an online shopper
glasses online. But, I have never personally 
bought anything online, especially clothes. So, 
I asked some of  my friends who do buy clothes 
online where to go and they pointed me towards 
an amazing clothes app for my phone. And 
right after downloading 
it, I was scrolling through 
the endless amounts of  
clothes. 

While looking through 
all of  the clothes on the 
site, I added a lot of  the 
clothes that I wanted into 
my favorites or wish list. 
To be completely honest, I 
don’t know how long I was 
looking at the site for. 

But by the time I started 
to think I should stop, 
I probably had about 
30 items listed in my 
favorites. 

I knew that I probably 
couldn’t buy ALL of  the 
clothes, so I went through 
and narrowed it down 
to just 8 items and put it 
into my cart, but the rest 
stayed in my wish list. 

Before I actually bought the clothes, I looked 
through all the sizings, measurements, and the 
reviews on how they fit. Of  course, there were a 

See SHOPPER, Page Five

August meeting.
Continuing with the theme 

of  construction, Council Presi-
dent Mike Dvorak presented 
proposed bid specs for a 24’x28’ 
addition to the east side of  El-
gin Public Library. The council 
approved, on a unanimous 
vote, to put the project out for 
bids.

Just last month, after months 
of  going through government 
red tape, land issues were re-
solved so the city could proceed 
with the project.

Later in the meeting, more 
construction was approved. 
The council approved five 
building permits for Elgin resi-
dents. Receiving approval were 
projects submitted by Colton 
Whitney, Stan Bode, Trent OIs-
transky, Don Moser and Dean 
Schrage.

From Page One
Council

Hours are changing at Elgin 
City Hall.

Deputy City Clerk Kristin 
Childers suggested a change in 
hours, in part, to accommodate 
residents who want to do 
business over the noon hour.

New business hours at city 
hall will be 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The new hours will take 
effect Monday, Aug. 17.

City hall will be busy in 
the coming weeks. A budget 
workshop will be held on 
Monday, Aug. 24, beginning at 
7 p.m.

The September regular 
meeting of  the city council will 
be Thursday, Sept. 3, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.

Elgin City
Hall hours
to change
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Read. Reflect. Respond.

“To be persuasive, we must be 
believable; to be believable, we 
must be credible; credible, we 
must be truthful.” 

Edward R. Murrow

Delayed Nebraska legislative session
resumes, will they get anything done?

The beginnings of  the pandemic-delayed Nebras-
ka Legislature were a microcosm of  all that has 
transpired since the coronavirus reared its head in 
March.

Senators gathered in a George W. Norris legisla-
tive chamber that reflects many a public place with 
Plexiglas dividers, hand sanitizing stations and sig-
nage about what not to touch.  Not all senators wore 
protective facemasks. Omaha Senator Meghan 
Hunt said 23 of  the 49 were not wearing masks in 
the chamber, though some did some of  the time. 

As expected, Omaha Senator Ernie Chambers 
– one of  two black senators – brought up a racist 
flyer the Republican Party sent out to encourage 
District 1 voters to support incumbent Julie Slama 
– a gubernatorial appointee – over her opponent 
Janet Palmtag. The flyer showed a photo-shopped 
picture of  Palmtag standing next to Chambers say-
ing she agreed with Ernie.

Slama countered that Chambers’ comments were 
“sexist and disgusting.” Chambers said Slama 
threw the first stone with the racist flyer and 
cautioned, “don’t put me in your mess if  you don’t 
want me to respond.”

North Platte Senator Mike Groene told Ernie to 
give up the 1960s. He referred to the busts of  Ne-
braskans in the hall of  fame, which are displayed in 
the Capitol hallways. “If  you want to be in that hall-
way someday as a great Nebraskan, you’ve got 16 
days to change your attitude and convince the state 
of  Nebraska you’re not a racist.” Chambers is term-
limited for a second time at the end of  this year.

Senator Mike Moser of  Columbus, who was hos-
pitalized for several weeks with COVID-19, urged 
his colleagues to wear masks, if  not for themselves 
for their families and friends. “This is one of  those 
times where I think that we should pay attention to 
science and don’t take those chances.” It’s a small 
sacrifice that could save lives, he said.  

Speaker of  the Legislature Jim Scheer of  Norfolk 
acknowledged the toll that their absence had taken 
by reminding people they will still have different 
philosophies and will not agree on everything. 
“That doesn’t necessarily make the other person 
stupid or ignorant. It must mean they feel differ-
ently,” he said. He advised his colleagues not to take 
things personally because they have a lot to get 
done in the fleeting days they have left.

See McNEIL, Page Five

CAPITOL VIEW
Nebraska Press Association

Statehouse Correspondent 
J.L. Schmidt

In spite of  themselves, 
senators were able to move 
43 priority and appropria-
tions bills on the first day. 
But there is plenty of  big 
stuff  left. 

Expect a continuing push 
for property tax relief  in 
spite of  pandemic hits to the 
economy. The Governor has 
declared Nebraska’s econ-
omy on solid footing with 
news that final state general 
fund tax receipts for Fiscal 
Year 2019-2020 exceeded pro-
jections by more than $10 
million. He said that puts 
the state in a strong position 
to work on a few key initia-
tives, including property tax 
relief, in the remaining days 
of  the legislative session. 

OpenSky Executive Director Renee Fry has a 
different perspective. She says tax receipts for the 
fiscal year barely outpaced the certified forecast, 
which was set a year ago, and they significantly 
trailed the February forecast that lawmakers were 
using for legislation proposed this session. The 
state will also lose another $125 million in Fis-
cal Year 2021 if  the Legislature doesn’t choose to 
break from recent tax changes set out in the federal 
CARES Act. 

Based on a recent panel discussion sponsored by 
the policy think tank, she says there is tremendous 
uncertainty about the pandemic’s impact on our 
state and its economy. Therefore, legislators should 
be cautious about passing new measures that 
increase the state’s spending obligations for non-
pandemic related purposes.

Tax collections — sales and personal and cor-
porate income — had been strong going into the 
pandemic, which helped the bottom line. General 
fund net tax receipts finished the 2019-20 fiscal year 
at 0.2% above the state’s forecast of  $4.929 billion. 
Net June receipts were $509 million, 3.3% above the 
forecast. Corporate income taxes, however, were 
down 11.5%.

The Legislature’s Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Sen. John Stinner of  Gering told a 
recent webinar sponsored by another policy group, 
the Platte Institute, that he also doesn’t see much 
money being available for bills this session. He is 
unsure how much would be available for property 
tax cuts.

Stinner says a lot of  Main Street businesses are 
just hanging on and how long the economic effects 
of  the virus persist will make a big difference. 

Who knows how long the virus will persist.
Let wisdom prevail.

*****
J.L. Schmidt has been covering Nebraska govern-

ment and politics since 1979. He has been a registered 
Independent for 20 years. 

While the Third District of  Ne-
braska is still feeling the impact 
of  last year’s historic floods, we 
are fortunately seeing recovery 
efforts along the Missouri River 
on all levels – local, state, and 
federal.  On the federal level, the 
Water Resources Development 
Act of  2020 (H.R. 7575), com-
monly known as WRDA, passed 
the House this week. WRDA is 
the legislation Congress and the 
President periodically enact to 
authorize federal water manage-
ment projects across the nation.  

We saw the vulnerabilities in 
our water infrastructure during 
the 2019 flooding.  A levee near 
Peru, Nebraska was breached. 
The Peru Levee Board estimated 
a staggering $60 million in dam-
ages.  Last August, I saw the 
damage for myself  when I toured 
the levee and surrounding area 
with State Senator Julie Slama, 
whose district includes Peru.  
Peru was hit with another blow 
when federal agencies deemed 
the levee ineligible for aid based 

on burden-
some gov-
ernment 
criteria. 
Since 
then, lead-
ers from 
the com-
munity, 
the state 
level, and 
the fed-
eral level 
– what I 
like to call 
Team Ne-
braska – 
have been 
working 
tirelessly 
to fix this 
issue 

for our state. For my part in 
Congress, I worked to include 
language in WRDA which would 
allow levees that abide by certain 
criteria to be eligible to receive 
U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers 
assistance to repair damage from 
2019 flooding. It was a huge win 
to get this language included 
in WRDA, which passed unani-
mously in the House on July 29, 
2020. However, finding ways to 
repair existing infrastructure 
alone will not protect us from 
future floods. Along with current 
recovery efforts, we also must 
prioritize flood prevention. In 
the last decade alone, we have 
seen two historic floods, and we 
cannot afford to wait for the next 
one. For this reason, WRDA also 
included language similar to the 
Lower Missouri Flood Preven-
tion Program Act, which I helped 
introduce. 

This language would expand 
the scope of  the Lower Missouri 
Basin study to improve flood 
prevention on the Missouri 
River from Sioux City, Iowa, and 
South Sioux City, Nebraska, to 
its confluence with the Missis-
sippi River. In addition, The U.S. 
Army Corps of  Engineers would 
be required to study, design, 
and construct water resources 
development projects and modify 
existing ones to provide flood 
protection for communities and 
develop a system plan for reduc-
ing flood risk and improving 
flood resiliency. 

The Missouri River is an Amer-
ican icon – its waters brought 
Lewis and Clark most of  the way 
to the Pacific Ocean. However, 
we in Nebraska also know the 
dangers it can pose all too well. 
I am proud to join hardworking 
Nebraskans who have given their 
all to rebuild from the flood and 
everyone’s cooperation to work 
toward the goal of  recovery. The 
passage of  this year’s WRDA, 
with provisions to significantly 
help Nebraska, was a team effort 
and is one of  the many reasons I 
am thankful to be a part of  this 
great state. We truly are Nebras-
ka Strong.

Rebuilding
Nebraska

Infrastructure

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE PULPIT

Park Congregational UCC 
Reverend Dr.
Becky McNeil

I stirred a bit of  controversy with 
my column here a few weeks ago. 
What I wrote aroused a strong reac-
tion from a letter writer to the editor.  
My goal in writing these columns 
isn’t to stir controversy, but to kindle 
thought. Sometimes I hope to be of  
comfort. Sometimes I hope I will help 
a reader make it through something 

rough. Some-
times, like the 
prophets, I write 
to express where 
I think we’re 
missing the 
mark and have 
room to im-
prove. Always, 
I hope I help 
us think more 
deeply about life 
and faith. 

In my wres-
tling with ideas 
about what it 
means to be 
followers of  
Christ, or good 
neighbors, or 
kind people, I 
write inviting 

you to join me in that same kind of  
wrestling with ideas. I invite you to 
wade with me into the questions that 
life presents us. 

In what is sometimes referred to as 
“the love chapter” in the Bible, Paul 
writes to the church in Corinth about 
love being patient and kind, believing 
all things, enduring all things, hop-

Think more deeply about life and faith
ing all things. In that passage Paul 
also writes, “Now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then we will see face to 
face. Now I know only in part; then 
I will know fully, even as I have been 
fully known.” (First Corinthians 13:12 
NRSV). There is a humility in loving 
each other that recognizes none of  
knows all there is to know. We’re all 
looking at life, seeing what we can see 

from our own perspective and none of  
us sees it all. 

Are there ways in which we can 
ask important questions of  faith and 
life without falling into the polariza-
tion happening all around us in this 
strangest of  political climates? Is 
there a way we can respond to each 
other with love first, letting love be 
what guides how we approach each 

other when we differ? I hope so. 
My middle son became an early 

YouTube celebrity when his buddy 
wanted to know how to solve a Ru-
bik’s cube. 

Dan decided to make a video for 
his friend to refer to and he posted it 
online. Dan won the “Tubie” Award 

Dear Editor,
I know, I’m slow, also late — but I’m 

even now older. Sorry about that. I 
still do not want to miss any of  your 
issues. Thank you!

Thanks, so much for the coverage 
that keeps us up to date. You do 
have a very active and event filled 
community to cover and it is well 
done, even with more and more color. 
Thanks.

We especially enjoy your editorials 
and the writing of  other local/state 
writers. 

Their perspectives are a refreshing 
insight into the “climate” of  the 
community and cover well the local/
regional feelings, political trends, 
business conditions, religious beliefs 
and great recipes from several age 
and occupation sources. Articles from 
national sources are also great and 
not what our local Georgia papers 

provide.
The invasion of  Coronavirus is such 

a tragic plague that has invaded our 
earth, and all of  our communities. 
The disruption is unbelievable, 
the cost in lives and cash flow and 
education delays are so large, and 
growing, in many areas. Our state and 
local county has just had a major up-
tic in cases and deaths. It is so good 
to read that Antelope County and 
the region have sensible protected 
residents.

The “Community News” section is 
where we all obtain a great reminder 
of  what occurred a few, or a lot, of  
years ago. Sadly there are obituaries 
of  those who are no longer with us, 
many times a jolting reminder of  past 
friends and families we knew/know.

It is so logical that Elgin is making 
the move to replace the very old 
buried plumbing and drainage lines, 

streets, curbs and sidewalks and then 
to provide new street lighting, all in 
one fell-swoop. Wonderful! That is a 
huge project but one that assures a 
trouble free future. The new lights 
will really tie up the loose ends. 
Congratulations to the community 
leaders for these important projects. 
Well done.

Taxes are a big issue in all 
communities and states. The virus 
contraction on business, travel and 
most activities really has confused the 
regular approach to budget planning. 
I see a major problem still to come 
as it is not yet possible to tell/know 
when the new normal will set in. 
Whatever that will be.

Thank you so much for the past 
publications and we look to receive 
many more.

Charles & Marie Sheets
Statesboro, Georgia

Reader appreciates local news coverage
Letter to the Editor
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Obituary

Charlotte M. Hoefer, 85 of  
Elgin, passed away Thursday, 
July 30, 2020 at Heritage of  Bel 
Air Nursing in Norfolk, NE.

A Mass of  
Christian 
Burial was 
held Tuesday, 
August 4, 2020 
at St. Boniface 
Catholic 
Church, with 
Rev. John 
Norman 
officiating. 
Burial followed 

at St. Boniface Cemetery, Elgin.
Social distancing and current 

Covid-19 DHM’s effective was 

followed at both the visitation 
and funeral service. Levander 
Funeral Home of  Elgin is in 
charge of  arrangements. 

Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
levanderfuneralhome.com.

*****
Charlotte Mae Hoefer, 

daughter of  Emil and Ethel 
(Andersen) Fritz, was born 
January 26, 1935 at Elgin, 
NE. She was baptized and 
confirmed at St. Boniface 
Church, attended and 
graduated from St. Boniface 
School.

Charlotte married Paul F. 
Hoefer on July 12, 1954 at St. 

Boniface Church in Elgin. 
To this union, seven children 

were born: Barb, Ron, Bev, 
Lori, Linda, Brian and Dan. 
They made their home in Elgin 
where Charlotte was a full-time 
mother, worked at the Elgin 
Sale Barn, along with various 
odd jobs and waitressing at 
local restaurants. 

She was a lifelong member 
of  St. Boniface Church and 
St. Boniface Altar Society. 
She enjoyed bingo, and she 
loved her husband, children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

She is survived by five 
children: Ron Hoefer of  

Lincoln, NE; Bev (Daniel) 
Martens of  Norfolk, NE; Lori 
(Russ) Rezny of  Wilber, NE; 
Brian (Karalyn) Hoefer of  
Lincoln; Daniel (Kara) of  
Swansea, SC; one son-in-law 
Lee Freeman and wife Patty of  
Kearney, NE; three sisters-in-
law: Mildred Fritz of  Omaha, 
NE; Juan Hoefer of  Elgin; Lois 
Williams of  Arizona; and one 
brother-in-law Bob Medcalf  of  
Neligh, NE; 16 grandchildren: 
Dustin, Duana, Denise, Scotty, 
Weston, Ryan, Vanessa, Paula, 
Laura, Brock, Kessa, McKenna, 
Kalyssa, Kaitlyn, Loudon, and 
Paige; 17 great-grandchildren; 
along with many nieces, 

nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

Charlotte was preceded 
in death by her husband of  
60 years; her parents; two 
daughters: Barb Freeman 

in 1998 and Linda Hoefer 
in infancy; two infant 
grandchildren: Heather 
Freeman and Jeremiah 
Martens; along with many in-
laws. 

Charlotte M. Hoefer, 85
A graduate of St. Boniface High School, she was a lifelong member of the church and altar society.

for the best instructional video 
on the internet that year, 2007. 
(It’s still on the web if  you’ve 
always wanted to know how to 
solve one). You can imagine, we 
wound up with a lot of  Rubik’s 
cubes around our house. 

One day as I wrestled one 
side into compliance, all the 
white squares happily in place, 
mixing up the mostly red 
squares on the opposite side, it 
came to me that our life in faith 
is a lot like a Rubik’s cube. As 
we work out some parts of  our 
faith on one side, it raises new 
questions on another. And, also 
like a Rubik’s cube, even with 
all that wrestling around of  the 
individual issues we face, the 
center holds us together if  our 
center is love. 

We won’t always see eye to 

From Page Four

McNeil
eye, but if  we can see heart to 
heart, we’re going to be okay. 

*****
I welcome your comments, 

questions and concerns, either 
in writing at beckyzmcneil@
gmail.com, or even better, in 
person. 

Call me at 402.540.5615. I’d 
love to sit down with you at a 
COVID-19 mutually protective 
safe distance to consider life’s 
questions together. 

If  you’re looking for a place 
where no matter who you 
are or where you are on life’s 
journey you are welcome, join 
us for worship at 9:15 Sunday 
mornings via Zoom (call me 
for connection details) or in 
person at Park Congregational 
United Church of  Christ. Ten 
miles west of  Elgin on HWY 70 
and ½ mile south. 

From Page Three
Shopper
few items that I was weary about buying that I deleted from 
my cart, but then I added some other options to make up for 
it and looked through those reviews. 

By the time I was actually done with the reviews and had 
everything I wanted in the cart, I debated with myself  on 
whether I should actually buy it. It took me about an hour to 
build up the courage to buy it. 

For some reason, I think that making my very first online 
purchase was a very big deal, like I have stepped up in 
the world of  adulthood. But, it is nothing more than just 
shopping but from the comfort of  my bed. So, after being 
over dramatic about online shopping, I finally hit the “pay” 
button on my screen.  

There are a few downsides to online shopping. Of  course, 
there is the uncertainty of  whether the clothes will fit, 
especially with a first time buyer like me. And also, I don’t 
get the clothes right away. 

Personally, I like to strut around in my new clothes right 
after I buy them. Instead, I have to wait about 2 weeks for 
them to get the my house. 

Even though I have to practice my patience skills, I am 
still excited for my new clothes to come in and add to my 
closet. 

And if  everything works out, I am sure this will definitely 
not be my last purchase I make online. My shopping 
addiction may have just escalated to a whole new level.
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Shoeless Joe was often asked 
by his fans back in his heyday, 
“Say it ain’t so?” Fans of  
baseball lore know what I’m 
referring to. For those who 
don’t, light up your favorite 
search engine and read about 
one of  the great travesties of  
sports.

Anyway, a question comes 
to mind here in the first week 
of  August. There are plenty 
of  questions to ponder, but the 
most important one may be 
the simplest to answer: Can 
summer really almost be over?

4-Hers are done showing 
their animals at Antelope and 
Wheeler county fairs. They 
turned in their best effort and 
were rewarded, some with 
money from the livestock 
premium auction, others with 
a plethora of  ribbon colors. 4-H 
activities wind down for many 
members after county fairs, 
the best of  the best may go on 
to the state fair. 

But now, the focus changes 

The angst of August
to new clothes and school 
books, #2 pencils and iPads, 
volleyballs and footballs.

The calendars tell us what’s 
coming, but the new normal 
in an upside-down year begs to 
differ.

Consider these questions…
Will COVID-19 disrupt the 

fall like it 
did in the 
spring? 

Will the 
school 
year be 
suspen-
ded again 
like it 
was in 
March 
if  the 
pandemic 
raises its 
ugly head 
again?

Will the 
immun-
ity stu-
dents 
develop 
against 
the pan-
demic save the rest of  us?

Will teachers here return 
to the classrooms when their 
peers in other states threaten 
to strike to avoid being in 
school and be exposed to the 
virus?

Will masks become the next 
fashion accessory of  students, 
teachers, parents, sports fans, 
bus drivers, custodians and 
others?

Is the classroom more 
important than the gymnasium 
or the football field?

How will fall sports look? 
Will those in the stands and 
along the sidelines include 
all of  us or just parents and 
siblings? Or, should the 
pandemic worsen, will high 
school sports be played with 
no fans looking on, or played 
at all? 

Will cardboard fans like the 
ones placed in the seats at 
Major League baseball games 
appear at high school games in 
big cities? Will piped-in noise 
from fake fans become the 
norm?

Is social distancing a dirty 
phrase? Can it be practiced in 
the mind and not the body? 

Will college football and 
volleyball be played this fall? 

Will Husker fans shout 
“Go Big Red!” on Saturday 
afternoons at Memorial 
Stadium? 

Schools across Nebraska have received the ‘go-ahead’ from 
the Nebraska School Activities Association to go forward 
with the fall sports season. This week, Wolfpack athletes have 
begun conditioning drills. The start of  fall sports practice will 
be Monday, August 10. The Wolfpack, coming off  a 2-7 season 
which saw them return to the state football playoffs, they face 
a challenging schedule. The Wolfpack will return a nucleus of  
talented players like sophomore quarterback Paiton Hoefer 
and defensive standout Jack Wemhoff. 

The team will open the season on Saturday, Aug. 29, on the 
road against O’Neill St. Mary’s. A rare Saturday game, kickoff  
will be at 7 p.m.

The home opener for the Wolfpack will take place Friday 
night, Sept. 4, when they host the Boyd County Spartans. 
Kickoff  for the game has been set at 7 p.m.

The second road game for EPPJ will be against High Plains. 
The game will be played in Clarks. Kickoff  will be 7 p.m.

The Renegades of  Chambers/Wheeler Central will return to 
Elgin Field this season. The home game will be played on Sept. 
18, beginning at 7 p.m.

Wolbach will be the site of  the Wolfpack’s fifth game of  
the season when they face Central Valley in a night game 
beginning at 7 p.m.

Perhaps the hardest game on the schedule this year will be 
against defending Class D2 State Champion Humphrey St. 
Francis on Friday night, Oct. 2.

On Oct. 9, the Wolfpack will play an afternoon contest against 
Riverside at Spalding. Kickoff  will be at 2:30 p.m.

EPPJ will wrap up the regular season with a Homecoming 
football game against Osmond. Kickoff  will be 7 p.m. 

Wolfpack to open football season at O’Neill St. Mary’s

Shop At Home!
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If  we are in the stands, will there be Runzas and Valentino’s 
pizza available to purchase?

Have we, as a nation, reached the point where civility is 
relegated to the bin of  nostalgia?

If  words can mean so much spoken aloud, how can they be as 
worthless as the paper they are written on?

Is nobody right if  everybody is wrong?
If  soap is inexpensive, why doesn’t everyone use it?
How long will professional sports be played if  teams are 

suddenly sidelined due to the pandemic?
Can a nation which appears to be so divided, ever unite again?
Who will cancel the “cancel culture?”
I haven’t found all the answers I’m looking for. Have you?

From Page Six
Tales

Engagement

Mr. and Mrs. Ted and JoAnn 
Baum of  Elgin would like 
to announce the upcoming 
wedding of  their daughter, 
Kelsey Dugan, to fiancé 

Kelsey Dugan and 
Michael Tiedtke

Michael Tiedtke, son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Myron and Sewerna 
Tiedtke of  Battle Creek.

Kelsey is a 2011 graduate 
of  O’Neill St. Marys and a 

2013 graduate of  Northeast 
Community College. 

She is currently employed at 
Premier Marketing as an Agent 
Support Specialist in Norfolk, 
Nebraska.

Michael is a 2011 graduate 
of  Battle Creek Public and a 
2013 graduate of  Northeast 
Community College. 

He is currently employed at 
Farmer’s Pride in Battle Creek.

The couple reside, together 
with their dog Ryker, in Battle 
Creek. 

Together, with their families, 
they will enter into marriage 
on August 22, 2020 in Battle 
Creek at St. John Lutheran 
Church at three o’clock in the 
afternoon.

Dugan, Tiedtke to exchange wedding vows on August 22

Elgin firefighters 
were called out Fri-
day afternoon to put 
out a small hay bale 
fire northwest of El-
gin. E-R photo/DMor-
gan

A smoky
hay bale
fire put

out Friday
afternoon
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By Sherry Tetschner
“Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle,” published this year in paper-

back form is a fictional story written by Mick Scarlett, a long 
time Wheeler County resident. 

The book cover was designed and drawn by Samantha Scarlett 
at the request of  her grandfather Mick. Samantha, daughter of  
Ryan and Jennifer Scarlett of  Kearney, is a Kearney High 2020 
graduate and a gifted artist and athlete. 

The story takes place just before the beginning of  the Civil War. 
Two of  the main characters met at the beginning of  the story and 
are escaped slaves. One was a young boy without a name and the 
other was an escaped slave with the name Zeb Filch.  Wolfdog, a 
cross between a Gray Wolf  and a Russian Wolf  Hound is another 
main character and adds suspense and action to the story.

Adventure and excitement highlight this book as the young boy 
searches to find his “Ma,” and his name.  

The manuscript for “Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle” was nearly 
completed in 2004, but was put on hold due to life changing 
circumstances. A tornado, in the summer of  2004, completely 
destroyed Mick and his wife Kathy’s farm. Kathy, who had taken 
shelter in the shower in their home, was thrown nearly 200 feet 
through the air. She was life flighted to Mercy Medical in Sioux 
City with a broken neck. By the grace of  God and great paramed-
ics she survived.

Several months later Mick finished the story, but the manu-
script lay waiting for 15 years.

Fast forward to June 23, 2019. It was on this day that Mick was 
working in his yard and fell from a bank, landing on a cement 
waterway. He broke both bones between the elbow and wrist of  
his right hand, which led to a long hospital stay and eventual 
surgery.

Mick’s mobility was already fragile. In 1978 at the age of  31 
Mick fell off  a windmill tower while repairing it. A broken back 
and permanent use of  crutches were a result of  the fall. Now, 
many years later after breaking his arm crutches were no longer 
an option. His new source of  transportation during the healing 
time was a wheelchair. 

It was during this time with lots of  time on his hands and still 
being able to peck a keyboard with one finger on his good arm 
that he decided to get the story “Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle,” 
into print. 

Mick’s collection of  writings include three books written as 
a series. They are: “Those Magnetic Sandhills”, “The Youngest 
Mountain Man” and “A Soldier Returns.” He has also written his 
autobiography “Seven Decades of  Memories” and “Ridge Kids” 
a series of  letters from residents of  Wheeler County’s “Gretta 
Ridge.”  At one point “Cappers Weekly,” published “Those Mag-
netic Sandhills,” as a continued story. This lasted approximately 
six months. 

Mick’s writing began during his trucking years. He was em-
ployed by Bartlett Foods, spending many hours waiting in line to 
unload hogs. Usually a book, often a Louis L’Amour paperback, 
was available in his truck to read during this time. One particu-
lar day, with no book available, Mick decided to write his own. Af-
ter all he had plenty of  ideas in his head to write his own stories. 

His ideas and characters have been influenced, in part, by 

Mick Scarlett, author of “Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle,” and his 
granddaughter Samantha Scarlett who designed and drew the cover 
for his new book. Photo courtesy of Jenny Scarlett

The story behind Scarlett’s book, 
‘Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle’

reading hundreds of  books written by Louis L’Amour and other 
authors. Other ideas and characters are simply a figment of  his 
creative imagination. 

Mick resides in Bartlett with his wife Kathy. Mick and Kathy 
will celebrate 48 years of  marriage in September of  2020. Mobility 
issues have made life challenging for both of  them, but they face 
the challenges head on. The motto “When the going gets tough 
the tough get going,” describes them perfectly. They are truly an 
amazing couple. 

Mick and Kathy’s family include: Kody and Shannon Scarlett 
and son Kaden who live south of  Knoxville, Tennesse 

Ryan and Jennifer Scarlett and children Trevor and Samantha 
of  Kearney and Martin and Heidi Wid of  Bartlett.  

The book “Wolfdog and the Flying Eagle,” is dedicated to all 
those family and friends who have supported Mick through his 
ups and downs and to Jesus Christ. 

He gives special thanks to his wife Kathy, daughter Heidi, 
granddaughter Samantha and his best friend Terry Held for all 
the help and support they have given him in writing this book.

Drue McKay showed the reserve champion British breed market heifer. E-R photos/DMorgan

Trentin Brown showed both 
the champion and reserve 
champion market rabbit.

WC Fair 
Livestock 

Champs/RCs
See more photos on page 11

Circumstances related to the COVID-19 pandemic are con-
stantly changing and the circumstances vary from community to 
community.  Difficult decisions will have to be made from week to 
week or even day to day.  

The safety and well-being of  the participants and spectators 
is and always will be the primary consideration as we provide 
opportunities to participate in the fall sports season. Each school 
has the authority to determine if  it will participate in the 2020 
Fall Season. 

During the season it will be the responsibility of  the host 
school to provide administrative oversight in compliance with 
established COVID-19 guidelines in accordance with their local 
health departments and facilities.  

Prior to any contest, the host school administration will be 
required to notify the visiting school administration of  their 
established protocols.  The visiting team and spectators will be 
expected to adhere to all protocols established by the host school.
The host school should make every effort to mitigate risk and 
provide adequate opportunities for physical distancing proce-
dures for the opposing team, officials, and all spectators.  This 
may include but is not limited to:

•Restricting attendance/seating areas
•Separate points of  entry for home and visitor teams /specta-

tors
•No concession stands or separate/multiple concession stands 

for home and visitor spectators 
•Separate/multiple restrooms for home and visitor spectators
•Adequate locker room space/outdoor space for the opposing 

team 
•Adequate locker room space/outdoor space for the officials
•Encouraging/requiring spectators to wear face coverings
•Implementing diligent and effective cleaning and disinfecting 

of  frequently touched objects and surfaces
If  a school has a player test positive for COVID-19, they will 

contact their County Health Department regarding a course of  
action. It is recommended that players, coaches, and spectators 
have their temperatures checked at home or at the school prior to 
participating in or attending practices and games.  

Any individual with a temperature of  100.4 or above should not 

NSAA announces fall season guidelines
participate in or attend practices or games.  

During practice, coaches should make accommodations for 
physical distancing whenever possible. Provide adequate spacing 
when participating in stretching, instructional time and drills.  
Conduct workouts in small groups whenever possible.  

During competition, the sideline/bench/team areas should 
be restricted to essential personnel only. This includes players, 
coaches, team trainers, team managers, game officials, statisti-
cians, and media. Coaches, officials, and players should be cogni-
zant of  physical distancing guidelines when interacting during 
the game. Pregame and postgame interactions between opposing 
coaches and players should adhere to physical distancing guide-
lines.

Schools are encouraged to play their regularly scheduled com-
petitions unless a COVID-19 issue prevents them from playing.    
Member schools shall be solely responsible for determining 
whether a scheduled game, match, contest, or other activity is    
cancelled or postponed due to a COVID-19 related issue in consul-
tation with their local health departments.  

Member schools shall notify the NSAA of  any cancellation or 
postponement.
2020 NSAA Football COVID-19 MODIFICATIONS NSAA AP-
PROVED RULINGS

•Practice may begin on Monday, August 10 — First contests 
may begin on Thursday, August 27

•Schools with week zero games may begin practice on Wednes-
day, August 5 — Games will be played on Friday, August 21

•Adjustments to the regular season and post season will be 
considered and implemented if  deemed necessary. 

•Schools will notify the NSAA of  any game cancellations 
within twenty-four hours of  the decision. 

•Schools are solely responsible for determining whether a 
scheduled game is cancelled due to a COVID-19 related issue in 
consultation with their local health departments. 

•The NSAA will maintain an up-to-date list of  schools with 
open dates and replacement games on the NSAA website.  

•Regularly scheduled games cancelled due to COVID-19 related 

See NSAA, Page 12
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Stay in the know 
— read the 

Public Notices.

Court News

Read the Public Notices!

Notice — Estate of Duane J. Childers
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF ANTELOPE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Duane J. Childers, 

Deceased   PR20-27

Notice is hereby given that on 
July 28, 2020 in the County Court 
of Antelope County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
Statement of Informal Probate 
of the Will of said decedent and 

that Andrew Childers of Box 
396, Elgin, NE 68636 and Kyle 
Childers of 83666 511 Ave., 
Elgin, NE 68636 were informally 
appointed by the Registrar as 
Personal Co-Representatives of 

the estate.
Creditors of this estate must 

file their claims with this Court on 
or before October 5, 2020 or be 
forever barred.

James A. Fehringer, #11255

Fehringer & Mielak, LLP
P. O. Box 400

Columbus, NE 68602-0400
Tel. No. 402/563-9617

Linda Mitchell
Clerk of the County Court

P. O. Box 26
Neligh, NE 68756
PUBLISH: August 5, 12 and 19, 
2020
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF
ORGANIZATION OF

CURRIE ACRES, L.L.C.
A NEBRASKA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice is hereby given that 
CURRIE ACRES, L.L.C., a 
Nebraska Limited Liability 
Company has been organized 
under the laws of the State of 
Nebraska, with its designated 

Notice of Organization — Currie Acres, L.L.C.
office at 83820 - 511th Avenue; 
Elgin, NE 68636. The general 
nature of its business is to 
engage in and to do any lawful 
act concerning any and all 
lawful business, other than 
banking or insurance, for which 
a limited liability company may 
be organized under the laws of 
Nebraska. The company was 
organized and commenced on 

July 21, 2020 and the duration 
of existence of the Company will 
be perpetual, unless terminated 
sooner. The affairs of the 
limited liability company shall be 
conducted by its members until 
such time as successors are 
elected pursuant to the Operating 
Agreement.

Tom Kinney, Registered Agent
83820 - 511th Avenue

Elgin, NE 68636
Shawn D. Beaudette
Lammli, Locke & Beaudette Law 
Office, L.L.P.
100 N. 34th Street, Suite E
Norfolk, NE 68701
PUBLISH:: August 5, 12 and 19, 
2020
ZNEZ

Proceedings — Antelope County Commissioners

Northeast Community Col-
lege continues to put plans 
into place as faculty, staff, 
and students prepare to begin 
the fall semester on Monday, 
August 17.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, plans have been devel-
oped to include appropriate 
social distancing and class-
room safety protocols when 
close contact is required due 
to the nature of  the skill being 
taught. Changes in delivery 
of  instruction will include 
moving from many traditional 
face-to-face classes to more 
online and synchronous online 
(virtual) classes, as well as 
reduced numbers of  students 
and social distancing protocols 

in limited face-to-face classes. 
Northeast President Leah 

Barrett said many people at all 
campuses have been working 
extremely hard over the past 
several months to ensure that 
students will continue to be 
provided with an outstanding 
education while keeping safety 
in mind. She said planning is 
a challenge as COVID-19 is so 
unpredictable.

“It will certainly be the most 
challenging start to a fall se-
mester in the history of  North-
east Community College. How-
ever, under the guidance of  our 
local public health districts, I 
am confident we have plans in 
place that will allow us to move 
forward in safely welcoming 
students and the public to our 
campuses,” Barrett said.

Barrett said buildings that 
will hold face-to-face classes 
in the fall will open on Mon-
day, August 10, with  normal 
business hours during the fall 
semester. Disinfectants and 
appropriate informational 
signage are being made avail-
able and plans are also being 
put into place to implement the 

ANTELOPE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Neligh, Nebraska
July 28th, 2020

Chairman opened meeting.  
Notice of meeting published as 

required by statute.
Approved agenda.
Correspondence was re-

viewed.
Reviewed Official’s Budget Re-

quests – no action.
Meeting Adjourned.   

 Antelope County Board 
of Commissioners

CHARLIE HENERY /s/

Chairman of County Board
Attest: LISA PAYNE /s/
Antelope County Clerk
PUBLISH: August 5, 2020
ZNEZ

Northeast Community College prepares for 
fall semester; face masks to be required

appropriate social distancing 
and classroom safety protocols 
when close contact is required 
in face-to-face classes and labs. 

“We have been transparent 
in what classes will be deliv-
ered in traditional face-to-face 
settings and what has moved 
online and/or virtually, as well 
as reducing the number of  
students in limited face-to-face 
classes,” Barrett said. “Instruc-
tors have been working dili-
gently to design their courses 
with adaptation in mind for the 
coming term. I am grateful for 
their time and commitment to 
the process.”

In addition, Barrett said 
Northeast Community College 
will join many other regional 
colleges and universities in 
requiring the wearing of  face 
masks or shields by faculty, 
staff, students, and visitors 
in all college buildings at all 
locations. However, face cover-
ings will not be required when 
someone is working in an en-
closed or private office or when 
outdoors working or moving 
between buildings unless 
social distancing of  at least 
six-feet cannot be maintained. 
For those who cannot wear a 
face mask or who are exempted 
from wearing a covering, a 

The last two weeks in the Legislature have 
seen a flurry of  activity, as senators worked 
hard to get a great number of  bills passed in a 
short number of  days. There were some heat-
ed debates on the floor and emotions ran very 
hot for a few days, with contentious issues 
turning into some personal squabbles between 
senators on either sides of  those issues. With 
so much to accomplish in such a short time, 
perhaps this should be expected, but I am 
always hopeful that cooler heads will prevail 
and we can settle down to getting the work of  
the People of  Nebraska accomplished. 

We have worked toward passing my bill to 
bring Nebraska tobacco laws in line with the 
new federal requirements that raised the age 
to purchase tobacco from 18 to 21. This im-
portant measure will preserve federal block 
grants and other sources of  funding which 
come to Nebraska from the federal govern-
ment - so long as Nebraska complies with cer-
tain federal requirements, of  which tobacco 
and alcohol purchasing ages are a part. 

As I write this column, a group of  other 
senators and I have been finishing up several 
long days of  negotiations which have been 
going on in between floor debates. What is at 
stake is a comprehensive compromise to pro-
vide major proposals which are priorities for 
several senators, as well as for the Nebraskans 
we serve: a significant measure of  property 
tax relief  while preserving the Property Tax 
Credit Fund, and creating a new system of  
business incentives to replace the expiring 
Nebraska Advantage Act.  Each of  these 
measures has not shown promise in being able 
to progress on its own this year, but each one 
is important to a big group of  Nebraskans. 
The business community has been pushing 
for a new business incentives program since 

LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

District 41 Senator
Tom Briese

early last year. In recent months, a growing 
chorus of  urban residential and commercial 
taxpayers have been adding their voices to 
the call for property tax relief, which those of  
us in rural Nebraska have been demanding 
for years. This demand for significant and 
substantial property 
tax relief  has been my 
number one priority 
since long before I was 
elected to the Legisla-
ture, and will remain 
my top priority until 
the goal is reached. 

I hope to be able to tell 
you in my next column, 
which will be the last 
one for this short final 
section of  the 2020 ses-
sion, that those cooler 
heads prevailed, and 
senators were able to 
put aside any personal 
issues to get critical 
bills passed for Nebras-
ka. When pocketbooks 
all across the state have 
been squeezed to the 
breaking point by record unemployment and 
the economic downturn in the wake of  the 
pandemic, it’s safe to say that there is no more 
crucial time for property tax relief. 

You can always reach my office at tbriese@
leg.ne.gov or by calling my office at 402-471-
2631. My staff  and I are happy to help you 
with issues you have regarding the state 
government if  we are able. When emailing or 
calling, be sure to include where you are from 
so that we can prioritize work for residents of  
district 41.

Still working on property tax relief

doctor’s note will be required 
to come onto any Northeast 
campus. 

“Northeast is expecting eve-
ryone to wear their face mask 
when in class or conducting 
college business in any of  our 
buildings,” Barrett said. “We 
believe the face mask require-
ment will help stem the spread 
of  COVID-19 on our campuses 
and create a safer environment 
as we resume operations this 
fall.”

Barrett also expressed her 
appreciation to John Blaylock, 
executive vice president, and 
Brian Paulsen, director of  
safety and emergency pre-
paredness, who have led the 
Northeast COVID Response 
Team in operational guidance 
to Northeast.

“The entire team has spent 
hours upon hours sifting 
through the guidance to iden-
tify the best practices to ensure 
the safety of  our college com-
munity members and to ensure 
we can provide the conditions 
for student learning.”

Barrett said the upcoming 
academic year will be unlike 
anything that anyone at the 
institution has ever experi-
enced, but it could also provide 
opportunities.

The 38th annual Nebraska State Antique Tractor and Horse 
Plowing Bee will be held Friday through Sunday, August 21-23. 

As in previous years, the event, which draws people and exhib-
its from around the state, will be held at Charlie’s Park located 
west of  Petersburg. 

The event features one of  the best antique tractor shows to be 
found anywhere. Also, there will be live exhibits throughout the 
three-day event. The annual event is sponsored by the Rae Valley 
Heritage Association.

Date nears for annual antique
tractor/horse plowing bee

will allow her to switch back 
to online learning a little more 
quickly and smoothly should 
the need arise again.  

Mrs. Heithoff,  united in 
the thought shared by other 
local teachers, Bartak and 
Schiltmeyer, concluded “I am 
ready to get back to school and 
I think the kids are too.”

The first day of  school for 
all local schools is Thursday, 
August 13.

From Page One
Return
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Aubrey Blackburn showed 
the champion market gilt. E-R 
photos/DMorgan

The reserve champion market 
barrow was shown by Jayna 
Guggenmos.

Everett Blackburn had the 
reserve champion market gilt.

Makenna Pelster showed the champion market wether.

The reserve champion market wether was shown by Cheyenne 
Pokorny.

Taya Christensen showed the reserve champion market wether.

Jackson Wright showed the champion market steer.

Chloe Smith had the champion market heifer (above) and the champion rate of gain.

Parker Freouf showed the reserve champion market steer.

The reserve champion market heifer was shown by Makenna Pelster.

Wheeler County Fair champions
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By Carol Dennison
Co-Director, Social Policy, League of  Women Voters of  Nebras-
ka

These days there’s so much bad news surrounding the 
Coronavirus pandemic that Americans have quit looking for 
good news.  But a rainbow, laden with golden opportunity, 
is shining through this crisis.  Nebraska is on the brink of  
building high-speed internet connections for millions of  rural 
Nebraskans.  

On July 27, LB996, sponsored by Sen. Tom Brandt of  Plym-
outh, was signed into law by Gov. Ricketts. This bill facilitates 
the collection of  data from rural internet providers by the 
Nebraska Public Service Commission to determine the real 
story of  how accessible high-speed internet is to individual 
households. That information will possibly open doors to Fed-
eral Communications Commission grants to increase access. 

Another bill that paves the way for better rural broadband, 
LB 992, was sponsored by Sen. Curt Friesen of  Henderson on 
July 27. Based on recommendations of  the Nebraska Rural 
Task Force, it addresses a myriad of  issues related to coordi-
nation of  broadband at the state and county levels; coopera-
tion between utilities and broadband suppliers; and funding 
incentives, including the Nebraska Telecommunications 
Universal Service Fund, to benefit public library access.  It, 
too, promises to be successful when it comes to a vote in the 
Nebraska Legislature.

In addition to the data collected through LB 996 and the po-
tential support of  LB992, Governor Rickets has designated $40 
million to fund Remote Access Grants with federal COVID-19 
funds to address the broadband needs of  rural Nebraskans. 
Communities with between 1,000-5,000 residents could ap-
ply for grants through July 24, working with local internet 
providers to complete the grant application.   According to 
the Nebraska Department of  Economic Development, prior-
ity will be given to areas that are underserved. Notification 
of  grants is scheduled to be announced in August, 2020, and 
funded projects must be completed by December 31, 2020.

The League of  Women Voters of  Nebraska supported LB996 
as its priority bill of  the year.  We could not imagine a bill 
that would better serve so many needs of  rural Nebraskans. 
It will provide the foundation for building high-speed inter-
net access that helps students learn; businesses and farmers 
market their products; laid-off  workers search for jobs online; 
patients benefit from telehealth care; and in a time of  great 
isolation; family and friends to stay in touch which are all 
obvious wins. 

The LWVNE also sees a door opening to better democracy 
in this broadband expansion.  It would make it easy for people 
to complete their census online; to learn about issues of  
redistricting; and, when voting, to access VOTE411.org. This 
LWVNE service shares voting and candidate information 
in all 93 Nebraska counties for both the primary and gen-
eral elections.  Between LB996 and the COVID-19 Broadband 
grants, greater numbers of  Nebraskans are set to enjoy more 
civic opportunities and lives enriched by the resources avail-
able through Broadband connections.

If  rural Nebraskans are impatient with the slow crawl to 
high-speed internet in their area, they should let their state 
senator, their Nebraska Public Service Commissioner, and 
their internet provider know their stories. Also, they can con-
sult the Nebraska Rural Broadband Task Force about steps to 
bring broadband to their community.

Find Nebraska Rural Broadband Task Force:
https://ruralbroadband.nebraska.gov/resources/Sixsteps.

pdf
https://ruralbroadband.nebraska.gov/resources/index.

html

The good news about COVIF-19:
High-speed Internet is spreading

issues will be counted as a 
“No-Contest”. Forfeits will not 
be issued. Wildcard points will 
not be awarded

•Schools have the author-
ity to schedule a replacement 
game if  another school is 
available. Only the results of  
regularly scheduled games 
scheduled prior to the start 
of  the season will be used to 
calculate wildcard points
NFHS GAME PROTOCOLS

•Schools are encouraged to 
use 5-man officiating crews 
whenever possible at regularly 
scheduled varsity games.  If  
a 5-man crew is not available, 
the game may be played with 
any number of  officials upon 
mutual agreement of  the op-
posing coaches.  All regularly 
scheduled varsity games must 
use NSAA registered officials.  

•If  a replacement game is 
scheduled, any number of  offi-
cials may be used upon mutual 
agreement of  the opposing 
coaches.  The use of  NSAA reg-
istered officials is recommend-
ed. The use of  non-registered 
officials is permitted.  

•Players, coaches, officials, 
and all game administration 
should sanitize their hands be-
fore, during and after the game

•Face coverings are permis-
sible for officials, coaches, 

From Page Eight
NSAA

players, staff, and game admin-
istration 

•Team box may be extended 
to the 10-yard line (PLAYERS 
ONLY)•Players should main-
tain physical distancing on the 
sideline whenever possible

•Players should not share 
towels, water bottles or other 
equipment

•The ball should be cleaned/
sanitized periodically through-
out the contest

•A single charged time-out 
may be extended to a maxi-
mum of  two minutes

•The authorized conference 
for the charged time-out should 
take place between the 9-yard 
marks and not at the sideline 
for physical distancing pur-
poses.  More than one coach is 
allowed in the conference and 
technology can be used.  

•Electronic whistles are per-
mitted but not mandatory

•Pregame Responsibilities 
and Coin Toss. Coin Toss. Lim-
it participants to the Referee, 
Umpire and one designee from 
each team. Maintain physi-
cal distance while performing 
all pregame duties and when 
communicating with crew 
members, coaches, players, 
game administration, chain 
crew, clock operators and ball 
holders. Postgame — No shak-
ing hands
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